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Of the circulars issued to Councillors during January, 1907, the first related to 

Tha Cantral Agi«loultui*al Committee 

and called attention to a statement of the financial position of the Com- 
mittee and the call made for payment of subscriptions according to a new 
scale. 

Ceylon lmpo2«t Duty on Tea. 

Copies of the following correspondence were received from the Se(;retary, 
Indian Tea Association, Calcutta, and circulated : — 

Ijetter from the Secretary, Indian Tea Association, to the Secretary to the 
Government of India, Department of Commerce and Industry, Simla, dated 
Calcutta, 28th June, 1906. 

I am directed by the General Committee of the Indian Tea Association to 
invite the attention of the Government of India to previous correspondence on 
the subject of the Import Duty levied on Indian teas in Ceylon, ending with 
your letter No. 6647-75-6, dated nth October, 1905. / 

2. The subject was first brought to the notice of^he Government of India 
by the Association in November 1901 and has been reverled to on se\'eral 
occasions since then. It has recently been «'rought prominently to public 
notice by a question addressed in the House of Commons on the 28bh Mandi 
to the Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies as to whether he could hold 
out any prospect of the abolition of the duty. As a result of the question, Lord 
Elgin addressed a despatch to the Govern nent of Ceylon, and enquired whether 
the Government “ remains of the same opinion as a year ago and still considers 
that the present restriction should not be relaxed, or whether the conditions of 
the case have been altered in any way.” Lord Elgin remarked that *• it is a 
matter on whicli local opinion must prevail, no Imperial interest being involv- 
ed ; but the present policy seems to be of somewhat doubtful value, and you 
may be of opinion that the time has come to reconsider it.” In forwarding a 
copy of the despatch to the Ceylon Planter-s’ Association, His Excellency the 
Governor remarked that although he consiilered the planters were justified in 
wishing to ensure that no tea other than that grown in Ceylon is exported from 
the Colony as pure Ceylon tea, it was w'orthy of the consideration of the tea 
producers whether that object “ could not be 8ecure<l without prohibiting the 
blending of tea in Colombo in bond.’’ “ Colombo,’’ His Excellency observed, 
“ is the natural centre of the world for tea blending, and if precaution be taken 
that aU tea leaving the bonded stores is marked as blended tea in an unmistak- 
able manner, it is not clear how the Ceylon grower can be injured.” 

8. It will thus be seen that the Government of Ceylon themselves are by no 
means convinced of either the necessity or the desirability of maintaining the 
present rate of duty. Unfortunately, however, their representation met with 
no success, for the Association, after consideration of the matter, wrote : — 
“ The subject has been before the Planters* Association and the Chamber of 
Commerce, many times during the last few years. The majority of both bodies 
are of the opinion that the advantage to be gained by allowing the blending of 
all teas in Colombo is problematical and the possibility of damage to the pro- 
ducers interests probable.’* No reasons whatever were assigned for the 
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iidoption of this arbitrary attitude. Undetf etisting conditions Ceylon tea 
is able to compete successfully with Indian teas in Indian markets, whereas 
the prohibitive duty on tea imported into Ceylon effectually stifles any possi- 
ble trade in Indian tea. The following statement shows the imports of Ceylon 
tea into India during the past three years : — 

Imports of Ckylon tea into India. 



1908. 

1904. 

1906. 


lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

Black tea ... 

461,084 

918,719 

1,974,600 

Green tea ... 

8,475 

8,070 

42,601 


469,559 

921,789 

2,107,001 


4. In view of the fact that the repeated representations of the Government of 
India to the Government of Ceylon have liad no effect, the General Committee 
now most respectfully urge that the matter be referred to the Secretary of 
State for India with a view to its being taken up with the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies. This might be done on the ground that anything in the 
shape of a protective policy is absolutely opposed to the avowed policy of the 
present Government. Being a Crown Colony the Government of Ceylon are 
doubtless amenable to the Home Government in questions affecting fiscal 
policy, and the Government of Ceylon although at present unwilling to do 
anything contrary to the expressed wishes of the local tea industry may feel 
it incumbent upon them to abolish the duty on their own initiative. The 
General Committee trust that their suggestion will commend itself to the 
Government of India and that the matter will be taken up at the earliest 
possible moment. 

Letter from M. M. S. Giibbay, Esq., LC.S., 

Offg, Under Secretary to the Government of India, 

Department of Commerce and Industry. 

To the Secretary, Indian Tea Association, dated Simla, the 8rd July 1005 : — 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 802*0, dated the 
20th June 1906, in which you suggest that the question of the import duty 
levied on Indian teas in Ceylon should be referred to the Right Hon’ble the 
Secretary of State for India with a view to its being taken up with the Right 
Hoh ble the Secretary of State for the Colonies. I am to say that your letter 
will be submitted for the consideration of the Government of India. 

Letter from, M. M. S. Gubbay, Esi{., I. C. S., 

Offg. Under Secretary to the Government of India. 

Department of Commerce and Industry. 

To the Secretary, Indian Tea Association, dated Simla, the 14th August 1906 : 

In continuation of my letter No. 5180-165, dated the 3rd July 1906, I am 
directed to say that the Right Honourable the Secretary of State has been 
addressed on the subject of your representation and that a further communi- 
cation will be made to you, on receipt of his reply. 

Letter from M. M. S. Gubbay, Beq., I. C. S., 

Offg. Under Secretary to the Government of India, 

Department of Commerce and Industry. 

To the Secretary, Indian Tea Association, dated Calcutta, the 4th Deo, 1906 ; 

In continuation of the correspondence ending with my letter No. 8872-165, 
dated the 14th August 1906, I am directed to say that the Right Hon’ble the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies considers that, in view of the correspond 
dence which was referred to in paragraphs 2 and 8 of your letter No. 882-0, 
dated the 28th June 1906, the question of removing the restrictions on the 
import of Indian tea into Ceylon cannot conveniently be reopened at present. 
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Adulteration of Coffee. 

Writing on the 19th December 1906, Mr. John C. Sanderson said : — 

** I confirm my letter of 14th instant and have now the pleasure to hand a 
letter I hare received from the Secretary of the London Chamber of Commerce, 
relative to the Resolution passed by the Coffee and Cocoa Section, which has 
been confirmed by the Council of the Chamber, of which please take note. 

P. S. — This morning I have a letter from Mr. Rees, tellinj? me he has put 
down two questions to be asked by him in Parliament on Slonday next. He 
will no doubt let you know the result.'* 

(Inclosurr) 

Letter from Secretary, London Chamber of Commerce, to Secretary U. P. 
A 8. I., dated 17th December 1906. 

“ I have the pleasure to append for your information copy of a resolution 
passed by the Coffee and Cocoa Trade Section of this Chamber which was un- 
animously confirmed by the Council at its last meeting and to invite your 
Association’s observations thereon. 

Coffee and Cocoa Trade Section, December 6th, 1906. 

Consumption of Coffee: That the Coffee and Cocoa Trades Section, having 
considered the reference from the Council as to “ the progressive decline in 
the consumption of coffee in this country, and how far this decrease is due to 
the practically unchecked use of chicory,'’ is of opinion that inasmuch as the 
quantity of chicory entered for home consumption is decreasing in a larger 
ratio than coffee, it does not appear that the unchecked use of chicory has had 
the action attributed to it. The Section suggest that planters should bring coffee 
as a beverage more actively to the notice of the British public by extensive 
advertising, as is done in the case of tea and cocoa ; an<1 the members would 
assure the planters that whore chicory exceeds in quantity tlie coftee in a mix- 
ture, such mixture is described on the label as “Chicory and Coffee ” in charac- 
ters of equal size,” 

Owing to the kindness of Mr. Stuart R. Cope, of the Anti-Tea-Duty League,, 
the Secretary was able to supplement the above by giving the questions put by 
Mr. J.D. Rees in the House of Commons on the 20th ultimo, with Mr. Asquith’s 
Tepiy 

Qukstion asked in Parliament, December 20, 1906. 

Adulteration op Coffee. 

Mr. Rees asked the Chancellor of the Exchequer whether he was aware that 
the export trade in coffee and the duty collected on coffee had largelv declined . 
that the General Committee of the London Chamber of Commerce had record- 
ed a resolution to the effect that the requirements of the present Food and 
Drugs Act, in reference to forms of label were not sufficient for the protection 
of the public ; and that the Jaw as to admixture and the declaration to the 
purchaser needed to be greatly strengthened in the interest of the retail seller 
and the consumer of coffee ; and whether he would introduce legislation requir- 
ing the use of a label specifying the proportions of coffee and of inferior sub- 
stances in every admixture offered for sale as coffee. 

The Hon. Member also asked the Right Hon. gentleman whether he was 
aware that the consumption of coflee had largely decreased ; that the ad- 
mixtures sold by retail tradesmen as coffee contained from 70 to 90 per cent 
of chicory ; that the value of this weed per pound was 8d. to 6Jd., as agoinst 
Is. OJd. per pound for the berry, and whether he would propose legislation at 
an early date for the protection of coffee, coffee planters and coffee consumers. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer.— I do not know quite what my hon. 
friend means by the export trade in coffee. As regards the Customs import 
duties, I do nut trace any systematic decline, and the figures for 1906, 
so for as they are available, do not appear to be appreciably below the average 
of the past ten years. I have not seen the resolution of the general committee 
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of the London Chamber of Commerce on this subject, but the question of the 
protection of the consumer against food adulteration is not one with which it ia 
my duty as Chancellor of the Exchequer to deal. The Inland Revenue labels are 
merely stamps denoting uniform rates of duty, irrespective of the quality of 
the mixtures to which they are affixed. I do not know what is the relative 
proportion of coffee and chicory in the admixtures sold by retail tradesmen, 
and, so long as the duties upon the two ingredients are practically equal, the 
matter does not directly concern the Exchequer. From the point of view of" 
the revenue, I see no reason for introducing taxation. 

The Indian Tea Ceee Committee. 

Mr. George Romilly was unable to attend the meeting of this Committee in 
January and as he is going home for six months in July next, he has resigned 
his seat. Steps are being taken to elect a successor, whose name will, in due 
course, be submitted for the approval of the Government of India. 

Remission of Assessment- 

On the last day of the month the Secretary received the following proceed- 
ings of the Madras Government, No. 181, Revenue, dated the 28th January 1907 :: 

RUBBER. 

Sanctioning the remission of rent for 8 years on the lands cultivated with 
on the Anamalais. 

C. 0., No. 181, Revenue, dated 28th January 1907. 

Read the following papers ; — 

C. O., No. 1176, dated 4th December 1905. 

From the Secretaries, Southern India Rubber Company, dated 11th Sep- 
tember 1906. 

From the Secretary, United Planters’ Association of Southem India, dated 
11th October 1906. 

Order. 

The Government are pleased to direct that the assessment due in accordance 
with the terms of the agreements under which lands have been granted on 
the Anamalais shall be remitted for a maximum period of three years in 
respect of s\ich portions of the leased areas as may hereafter be newly planted 
with rubber, the remission to take effect for three complete consecutive years 
from the date of such planting. 

2. This remission is granted purely as a matter of grace), and it shall not 
in any way affect, modify or prejudice any of the provision of the agreements 
to lease, or leases granted in pursuance of such agreements. The Government 
further reserve to themselves liberty to cancel or alter the concession at any 
time for any reason or without assigning any reason. 


Notloe. 

To facilitate reference in the future it has been decided to close Volume I. 
of The Planter^' OhronicU with the January number (the contents of which 
relate to the last month of the year 1906) and to begin a fresh volume with 
the February issue. The first volume consists of only five monthly nun^bers ; 
succeeding volumes will comprise twelve. 

An index to the first five issues is published herewith. Subscribers can, if 
^hey desire, return their September- January copies, with index, to be bound. 
The charge for binding will be 

Re.l per copy, including postage. 

A few bound volumes (hitherto unissued copies) will also be available at 
the Chronicle office. Price Rs.1-12 each, per V. P. P. 
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MEETINGS OF DISTRICT ASSOCIATIONS. 
Wynaad Planters’ Assooiation. 

Meeting of November 7th, 1906,-" at Meppadi Club. 

Present: — Messrs. Armstrong, Atzenwiler, Behr, Davidson, Day, Mackinlay, 
Malcolm, Nicols, Parry, Powell, Trollope, Waddington, AVest and 
C. E. Abbott, Honorary Secretary. 

Mr. AVaddington in the Chair. 

1. Proceedings of last Meeting were conlirined- 

2. Proportion of Coolies under contract. — Bead Honorary Secretary' s letter to 
the Collector of Malabar, Collector’s telegram and Honorary Secretary’s reply. 

From the figures sent, it would appear that not more than 8 per cent, of 
the coolies are under contract. 

8. Motor C xr Service.— Roixdi letter from the Post-Master Heneral, Madras, 
in reply to Honorary Secretary, saying that the question liad been referred to 
the Divisional Superintendent of Post Offices, Calicut. 

4. Timber on JUarkhast land. — This matter was referred to at the last 
Meeting. Tlie Honorary Secretary was instructed to addres.s the Board of 
Bevenue through the Collector of Malabar asking that steps should be taken to 
expedite the settlement of Mr. Day^s application, which has now been pending 
nearly 2 years. 

5. Sick Coolies on Hoad, — Bead letter from Honorary Secretary, and reply 
from Collector of Malabar enclosing a letter from the Collector of Nilgiris and 
a report from the Deputy Tahsildar of Ootacamund, 

No case.s appear to have occurred since July. It is hoi)cd that if any further 
cases do occur, the authorities will report the same to the Association, as re- 
qiiested by the Honorary Secretary in his letter of September 20th, 1906. 
The Collector of Malabar was thanked for the information given. 

6. Hoads, — A special grant of Us,7,000 has been given by ihe District Board 
for the Sultan 8 Battery-Nooipoya Road, and Iis.3,000 for the Chundale-Cho- 
ladi Roa<l. These sums are to be spent at once on metal collection and 
spreading. As regards next season’s work, it is understood that the details 
of the metal collection in AVyiiaad generally will be settled before the end of 
December, so that tliis work can be begun in January and completed before 
the end of March. 

Recorded with much satisfaction. 

7^ Vote of a deceased, Member. — Mr. Day proposed that as Superintendent 
of Nellanooi* and Nodapard estates, which paid the late Air. J.ance’s subscrip- 
tion for 1906, he may be allowed to vote for Air. Lanc;i‘ (who <lied last July) 
luitil the end of tlie yearfor which the subscription is paid. 

Seconded by Air. Nicolls. 

This was lost ; 8 voting for the proposal and 10 against. 

Printing Speeches. — Proposed by Mr. Malcolm, that any member speaking 
on any subject that comes up for discussion at the Meetings of the Association 
may, on the condition that what he says has been put in writing, be entitled 
to have such matter recorded and printed with the Proceedings of the Meeting 
on condition that the subject matter contains nothing libellous or personal in 
the opinion of the Aleeting or otherwise objectionable, 

- Seconded by Air. Day. 

Amendment proposed by Mr. Abbott; that th^ above be not agreed to, but 
that Rule 13 have the words printed in italics added to it, so as to read Copies 
of all resolutions, correspondence and proceedings shall be kept and shaU be 

* [Inadvertently omitted from an earlier issue of the P. C.] 
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print*?d and circulated ainonj^st the Members o! the Association at the discre- 
tion of the Honorary Secretary, suhjfct to any special instmetions that may be 
ylvenat the Meeting,^' 

Seconded by Mr. Mackinlay. 

The amendment was carried by 10 to 8. 

9. Mysore Police , — Head letter dated October 17th from Officiating Inspector 
General of Police, Mysore, enclosing copy of letter from the Superintendent of 
Police, Mysore District. Recorded. 

10. U, P, A. S* I. Circulars . — These were read, and instructions were given 
to Honorary Secretary. 

The acreage to be assessed under Rule 1 (A) of the U. P. A. S. I. in 
Wynaad is 7,400. 

11. Pepper Disease and Statistics . — Referring to letter written by Mr. Mal- 
colm in September 1902, Mr. Barber has asked us to revise up to date the 
information then given. 

The subjects he wishes for information on are the acreage under pepper 
crops, total exports from Malabar, and the progress of disease. 

Before repl 3 dng, the Honorary Secretary would be obliged to any members 
who will give their views to him on these subjects. Mr. Barber does not require 
the information for publication. 

Vote of thanks to the Chair. 

(Signed) H. Wadding ton, 


C. 1^]. Abbott, 


Cluiirman, 


Honorary Secretary, 


Note , — The next meeting will be the Annual General Meeting tube held in 
January. 

—The Board of Revenue has some Wild Abyssinian Coffee which 
it is prepared to disti’ibute to Planters for experiment. Pla - ters 
receiving it will be asked to repoi*t the resulis. 

8r</ — Mr, Day has given notice that he intends to move the following 
resolution at the Annual General Meeting : 

That the following rules shall replace those now existing relating to incm- 
bership of the Association : 

“ (a). All Companies, Syndicates and Proprietors owning property in 
Wynaad shall be eligible for election as members of the Association, and on 
election shall be entitled to a maximum of one vote for every 250 acres of cul- 
tivated land, owned, on payment of an annual subscription, pro rata^ at a 
rate to be fixed by the A^ssociation. Companies, Syndicates or Proprietors 
owning collectively If as than 250 cultivated acres, to be entitled to one vote. 
Company or proprietory votes lapse with the sale of the property and shall 
not be transferable with the transfer of the property. 

(5). All Managers, Superintendents and Assistants employed in the district 
and drawing afixed salary of not less than Rs.l 50 per mensem excluding bonuses, 
coinmi^^fi^<.and allowances shall be eligible for personal election as members 
of on payment of an annual subscription to be fixed by the 

Association, and shall be entitled to one vote. Any Manager or Superintendent 
in receipt of a fixed salary of Rs.500 or more per mensem, shall be entitled to 
two personal votes on payment of a double subscription. Personal votes 
lapse on the final departure of a member from the distrtot, or shall be 
^IpiMpended until his return if he is id> 9 Bnt from the district for txinte than on^ 
year^^’ 



THE PLANTEBS^ CHRONICLE. 


7 


Wynaad Planters* Association. 

Annual General Meeting at Meppadi Chib, January 9th, 1907. 

Prbsknt: — Messrs Atzenwiler, Armstrong, Behr, Davidson. Day, Mackinlay, 
Malcolm, Powell, Trollope, Waddington and 0. E. Abbott, Hony. 
Secretary. 

Mr. Waddington in the chair. 

The Proceedings of last Meeting were confirmed. (It was noted that they 
heA not been published in the Planters^ Chronicle.) 

Timber Valuation on Darhhast land. — Read Hony. Secretary’s letter to the 
Oollector of Malabar and the Collector's reply, stating that the question of tree 
valuation in the Wynaad Taluq is before the Board of Revenue for revision, 
and that early orders are expected. 

Annual Rej^ort and Statement of Accounts. — Mr, Abbott read the following 
report: — 

Annual RBpoPtjor 1906. 

Nine General Meetings have been held during the past year. The accounts 
.are laid on the table for examination. All the subscriptions except one have 
been paid up. 

Three new Members have been elected. We have had to record with much 
regret the death of two of our number. A third name on the roll will disappear 
owing to the failure of Messrs. Arbuthnot and Co. From a Planters’ point of 
view the loss is a very serious one. The late Firm were large estate owners 
in Wynaad and elsewhere, and have helped many Planters who were in diffi- 
culties. They were most considerate emplo.yt'rs, and to the Planting Com- 
munity their extinction is an unmixed misfortune. We have now 34 sub- 
scribers. 

Crops. — There has been a marked improvement in tea prices, and the outlook 
for this product is very promising, 

I remarked 2 years ago that thefts of tea appeared to be worked on a regular 
system. In conversation with Planters from other Districts, I have heard the 
same complaint. The evil has got beyond petty pilfering. Tea is being sold iii 
many of our large towns at prices that defy competition on the part of tlie 
Producer. The extraordinarily low range of prices in the Calcutta market in the 
first half of the year has been put forward as an explanation. Wliile this has 
been true in the past the whole matter ought to be carefully watched. 
-Convictions have been obtained against factory coolies bub no receivers have 
J>een brought to justice. 

Coffee crops are small this season, and prices continue low. Pepper keeps at 
a remunerative figure, and if there is no serious return of disease, the prospect 
is hopeful. 

Rootls. — We commenced the year by a corrospomlence with Mr. Knapp, the 
Collector of Malabar and President of the District Board, who asked us to state 
♦our views as to the standard of road upkeep at which the Association thought 
the District Board ought to aim. We replh‘d that while we quite admitted 
that the District Board gave us all the money it could spare, we asked that it 
might be spent at the proper time : and further that we considered Government 
•ought to assist the District Board with funds as it does in other Planting 
Districts ; in fact, that generally speaking Malabar- Wynaad roads ought to be 
kept in as good order as Nilgiri- Wynaad roads. Mr. Knapp did not endorse 
our recommendations, Government declined to gmiit any more money for 
Wynaad roads, and during the Monsocm some of them fell into a very bad 
slate.- 

Since then a great deal of good woirk has been done, and arrangements have 
been ifiade fdr next season’s work which make us hopeful for the future. 

The Public Works Department lias continued in charge of the t)a4icut-My&ore 
Road, which has been maintained in excellent order. Government has also 
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provided money for the Yeilera Mulla Road, and has promised a further 
contribution. 

The Distriot Board is to have a Provincial Grant of Rh. 70,000, of which the 
Wynaad will get a share. 

This is a matter on which we ask merely to bo treated as other Planting 
Districts. The Collectors of the Nilgiris, Salem, Coimbatore or the Deputy 
Commissioner of Coorg would be extremely surprised if they were expected to 
keep up the roads in their Planting Districts out of the small proportion of 
their revenue that is allotted to local funds. But Malabar has for some reason 
always been treated less liberally. 

There seems to be a dawn of better things. We must do what we can to 
keep the dawn going. 

Labour Laii\ — The course of events has been as follows; — 

At our last Annual Meeting in January 1906 we asked that Act I. of 1908“ 
might be withdrawn from W^’iiaad unless it was amended by February. This 
was carried against a proposal to ask Government to withdraw the Act 
unless it was amended by September. Government in reply declined to with- 
draw the Act but promised to amend it in the desired direction, with one 
important exception ; it declines to provide for specific performance c f con- 
iracts. The whole object of the agitation which led to the Act being passed 
was to enforce specific performance, which simply means that a Maistry should 
be obliged to bring the coolies he had taken an advance for on to the estiite 
and make them work there for the period of his contract. 1 was instructed to 
do all J could at the U. P, A. S J. Meeting to get the Act withdrawn- My 
resolution was defeated in favour of one brought forward by Mr. Brock, Jlony. 
Secretary of the Nilgiri Association, asking for further amendments. It was 
thought that as some Plantei’s in the Nilgiris considered the Act capable of 
being altered into a useful one, it would be unwise for the Oenti'al Associa- 
tion to condemn it entirely. No fresh District has applied to have the Act 
introduced nor does any intend to ; the only one threatened has vigorou&ly 
protested. Nobody pretends to approve of the Act as it stands, and the 
Madras Government appears disinclined to bring it up for discussion in the 
I .egislative Council so as to pass even the insufficient amendments it has 
promised. As for the further amendments that the IJ. P. A. S. I. asked for on 
Mr. Brock’s initiative, absolutely no notice has been taken of the request. 

rostal Mattei'n , — The Director-General of Post Offices has again refused to 
consider the question of reducing the Commission on money orders. The Post 
Office prefers to carry the actual rupees across India at its own risk and to 
deliver them at our doors, charging us about half as much for this service as 
it docs for a money order of the same amount which would merely necessitate 
an order on the local treasury We may record the figures once more, and 
leave the subject for the present ; 

To send lls.4G0 by Money Order costs R8.4. 

To send lls.400 by insured parcel post costs Rs.2-2. 

Motor Car Service . — There seemed to be a chance of establishing a motor 
car service between Calicut and Meppadi ; and we asked the Post-Master 
General to support it. But he wants to see the service working before pro- 
mising to use it for the Mails. My own impression is, that merely as a passen- 
ger and parcel .service it would pay well enough. But the capital required to 
start it is considerable, and a guarantee from the Post-Office of even Rs.200' 
a month (which is about what tho present service of runners costs) would be 
an inducement to start it. The Government of India, in reply to a resolution 
of the U. P. A. S. I. Meeting, has^stated that tliere is little prospect of any of 
the railways asked for in planting, districts, being constructed for many years. 
The only improvement the present generation of planters is likely to see made 
in our means of communication w^ll be by some such service as is suggested. 

Scientific Officer . — The proposal to appoint a scientist who would devote all 
his time to planting matters was discussed at Bangalore, and at our September 
Meeting. Mr. Brocks has since issued a = Circular to the Members of the 
Nilgiri Association asking for support. I wrote to him la^t month asking^ 
what response he had received, but have Bad no reply. 
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Messrs. Parry and Co. have promised to contribute Bs.SO a year, and at 
Mr* Davidson^s request, I have put the subject down on the agenda of this 
Meeting. 

The cost would roughly be 

Salary R9.7,200 a year. 

Travelling B8.1,800 do 

Passage from England Bs.600 
Laboratory Bs.10,000 

The U. P* A. S. I. would have contributed B8.5,000 to start the scheme, but 
the total loss of its funds has of course rendered this impossible. 

We would therefore have to face an initial expenditure of about Rs.20,000 
and an annual one of Bs.lO^OOO. If Planters in Southern India will guarantee 
half the amount for five years, it seems probable that the Governments of 
Madras and Mysore would contribute as do the Governments of India and 
Bengal to the Indian Tea Associations Expert. 

Messrs. Finlay Muir employ a scientist for their own estates, so the Kanan 
Levan Planters could not be expected to contribute. 

The principal objection to the scheme that has been made when I have 
approached Members on the subject has been that whereas Mr. Mann has only 
one product — tea — to look after, the Southern Indian scientist would have half 
a dozen. 

“ The Madras MwiU ^ — We have heard with regret that Mr. Beauchamp has 
been obliged through ill-health to resign his position as Editor, and is leaving 
India. Planters have much to be grateful for to the “ Mail ” and its Editor. We 
must hope that the change to Europe will be of benefit to Mr. Beauchamp. 

I have now to ask you to pass the accounts if they are found to be in order, 
and to accept my resignation. During the 8 years that 1 have been your Hony. 
Secretary, our discussions have been rather overshadowed by the Labour Law, 
which has perhaps obscured the fact that we have been able to do some useful 
work in other directions. 1 have to thank all Members for their assistance in 
the performance of my duties. 

C, E. ABBOTT, 
Hony, Secretary, 

The report was ordered to be printed with the proceedings. The accounts 
for the year were passed and were ordered to be printed separately. 

Mr, I)ay^8 Resolution, — Mr. Day withdrew bis proposed resolution which has 
been printed with the last proceedings. 

Proposed by Mr. Waddington, seconded by Mr. Trollope and carried, that 
Rule 5 be altered by the addition of the words printed in italics, so as to read 

“ Any gentleman, Company, partnership or syndicate wishing to join the 
Association must be proposed and seconded by members at a General Meeting, 
and elected by vote of the majority of those present, provided that the Hony. 
Secretary has given ten days’ notice to members of the candidate’s name.*’ 
This alteration regularises the membership of Firms and Companies who were 
elected previous to the rules being passed in June 1904 as well as similar elec- 
tions in future. 

Scientific Officer , — ^It was noted that Messrs. Parry k Co. had offered to 
subscribe to this object. 

Resolved that if other Districts support the scheme, the Members of this 
Association are willing to contribute. 

Honorary Secretary, — Mr. Waddington was elected Honorary Secretary and 
will take up the work at next Meeting on February 6th. A very cordial vote 
of thanks was passed to Mr. Abbott for his services during the past 8 years. 

A vote of thanks to the chair terminated the proceedings. 

(Signed) H. WADDINGTON, Chairman. 

( ,, ) C. E. ABBOTT, Hony, Secy, 
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Shevaroy Planters* Association. 

Proceedings of a Committee Meeting held in the Victoria Rooms, Yercaad, 
January 7th, 1907. 

Prbsbnt Measrs. C. G. Lechler, F. D. Short, C. Bahm, J. C. Large and W. 

I. Lechler, Chairtnan awl Hony* Secretary^ 

1 Read letter dated 6th inst. from Mr. G. Turner regretting his inability to 
attend the ineetinp: owing to press of business and offering to resign his place 
on the Committee. 

Resolved that Mr. Turner be informed that the Committee regret the cir- 
cumstances which prevent his attendance and beg him not to think of 
resigning. 

2 Read and recorded letter dated 18th ultimo from Mr. G. Turner and the 
Hony. Secretary's reply thereto, re official interference with his coolies at 
Tullasholay village. 

3 Read and recorded letter dated 3rd inst. from Mr. J. C, Large, Manager 
of the Preaux Verts Co.. Ltd., intimating the resignation on'the part of the 
company of its membership of the Association. 

4 Read and recorded letter dated 25th December from the Superintendent 
of Police, Salem, informing the Association that due attention will be paid to 
their complaint re breach of Section 11 of the Coffee Stealing Act by cartmen. 

6 Read letter dated Ist inst. from Mr. F. D. Short, complaining of the 
inadequate accommodation at the Sub -Magi strata's Court, Yercaud, for the 
transaction of business. 

Resolved that the Hony. Secretary be requested to bring the matter to 
the notice of the Collector and District Magistrate of ^lem, pointing 
out the necessity for a larger building and one more suitable to the 
wants of a Planting district. 

6 Read snd recorded notice of sale of coffee lands attached for arrears of 
land revenue. 

7 Read and recorded letter No. 420 dated 17th December from the District 
Forest OflScer of Salem, forwarding copy of notice with map, stating that 
portions ot Arasankad and Vaniar Reserves will be open to bamboo extraction 
to the Shevaroy Planters and other residents of the Shevaroy plateau only. 

6 Read and recorded the following U, P. A. S. I. Circulars: 

Nos. 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81, of 1906 and Nos. 1, 2, 8, of 1907. 

The following papers were laid on the table : — 

Proceedings of South Mysore P. A., December 8rd. 

Agricultural Ledgers, 3, 4, 5, 6, of 1906. 

Tea Circulars. 

The Chairman and Hony. Secretary announced his impending departure to 
England and asked the Committee to make arrangements for the conduct of 
the business of the Association during his absence. 

(Signed) W. I. LECHLER, 
Chairman and Hony. Secr$tary, 


An official report from Jamaica states : — 

In some alluvial soils cocoa trees begin to die off when they are, say, four or 
five years old, and the only apparent reason is that the tap roots at that age 
pass through a band of sand or gravel. It is suggested that to save trees 
which represent the expenditure of a considerable amount of capital they 
might have their tap roots removed. In order to test whether such mutilation 
will affect tbe health or projqctive capacity of the tree, one of the older trees 
had its tap spot sawn off during the year, and so far does not seem to suffer 
in any way. 



THE PLANTEBS^ CHRONICLE. 


11 


PLANTERS* ASSOCIATION OF OETLON. 

CommIttM Meeting. 

Extract from Minutes of proceedings of a meeting of the Committee of the 
Planters’ Association of Ceylon, held at the Victoria Commemoration Buildings, 
Kandy, on Friday, the 11th January 1907, at 8 p. m. 

Pest Ordinance. 

Informed the Committee that the above Ordinance was passing through a 
sub-Committee of the Legislative Council and on being gazetted would be 
l)rought before this Committee. 

Thirty Committee — Nomination of Members for 1907. 

After lists had been circulated and scrutinised, it was resolved that the 
following names be submitted as the “ Thirty Committee” for the year 1907. 
Messrs. G. C. Bliss, J. G. Sinclair, J. B. Coles, N. W. Davies, Wm. Forsythe, 
E. H. Eliot, Wm. Sinclair, Keith Rollo, R. A. Galton, W. D. Gibbon, Hon. Mr. 
. J. N. Campbell, H. O. Hoseason, Geo. Greig, David Kerr, Jas. R. Martin, 
R. Morisou, J. S. Patterson, Joseph Fraser, W. S. T Saunders, Franks, Vowler, 
W. L. Strachan, E. Turner, Alex. Wardrop, James Westland. 

The “ Thirty Oommittee.” 

Extract from Minutes of proceedings of a Meeting of the Thirty Committee’’ 
appointed to administer the proceeds of the Export Duty on Tea levied under 
^Ordinance No. 4 of 1 894 for increasing the consumption of Ceylon Tea in 
Foreign Lands, held at the Victoria Commemoration Buildings, Kandy, on 
Saturday, the 12th January 1907, at 7-30 a.m. 

Resolved : — That a Motion be brought forward at the General Meeting in 
February protesting against the Secretary of State’s Despatch in which he 
instructs the Ceylon Government to repeal Ordinance No. 4 of 1894. 

Ceylon Association in London. 

Read Correspondence re supporting the Anti-Tea-Duty League. 

Intimated that the Cess having been reduced to 20 cents per 100 lbs. from 
1st Jhinuary 1907, no funds were available. 

Submitted Correspondance with the Ceylon Association in London. 

Indian Tea Cess Committee. 

Submitted correspondence with the Indian Tea Cess Committee and inti- 
mated that they had been advised tliat the '^Thirty Committee’' were prepared 
to continue the Joint Campaign to the end of 1907* 


INDIAN TEA GESS COMMITTEE. 

The half yearly meeting of the Indian Tea Cess Committee was held at the 
Bengal Chamber of Commerce on Tuesday, January 29bh, Mr. W. Brown, the 
Chairman, presided. 

The estimates of receipts and expenditure for the year ending 81st March 
1907, were considered, as were also proposals for the expenditure of next year’s 
funds. It was resolved, after discussion, to continue the existing arrangement 
ior advertising in the United States, jointly with Ceylon ; and a sum equivalent 
to four-sevenths of £12,000 the total to be contributed by the two countries 
was voted for this purpose. The Committee also decided to maintain the 
separate Indian Advertising Fund, which they started in the United States 
during 1905, and to allot to it a further sum of £4.000. To maintain the scheme 
which has been initiated for advertising in Belgium and Germany they voted 
£1,500, and they also sanctioned a grant of £8,000 to a second scheme for 
Kleveloping the markets of Continents Europe. They likewise agreed to con- 
tinue the green tea bonus at the rate of six pies per pound on two million 
pounds of green tea to be manufactured duiing the coming season. The 
arrangements for the payment of the bonus were left in the hands of the 
Executive Committee. With the object’of promoting the consumption of tea 
in India, the Committee set aside R8.80,000, leaving the Executive Committee 
to devise a scheme of work. They also allotted R8.5,000 to be spent at the 
«disoretion of the Executive Committee in aiding the trade in IndiRn tea with 
Tibet. 
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Th« Shot-Holtt«BoMP~Xyteborus PomioAtus* 

Mr, E. Ernest Green, Government Entomologist, Ceylon, contributes the* 
following article to the November issue of the organ of the Ceylon Agri- 
cultural Society : — 

‘ Shot-hole borer (Xyleborus fornicatus) remains a serious matter of con- 
sideration with tea planters, —more particularly within a radius of ten miles 
around Kaiidy, The question is being complicated by the occurrence of wound- 
fungi invading the galleries of the borer, and the attacks of white ants (termites) 
upon the fungusdnfested tissues, I have reports from certain estates that, 
owing to the combination of these three evils, the bushes are steadily deteriorat- 
ing, and there is a 

Grnkbal Cry for a Radical Curb. 

I may say at once that 1 can offer little hope of such a cure. Though nothing^ 
must be left untried (and I Ivave a further series of experiments in han^) 1 am 
not sanguine of finding auy external application that will exterminate the 
borer and be at £he same time practicable (from the point of cost) and harm- 
less to the tree. It would be possible to coat the stems and branches with some- 
viscid material that would prevent both the egress of the beetles then inside 
and the ingress of fresh insects from outside. I have already tried two such 
materials, — coal-tar and ‘ smearoleum.’ The former completely killed the parta 
to which it was applied, while the later effectually checlced the development 
of any new shoots upon the treated surface. Such treatment fails also on the- 
point of cost. Viscid mixtures cannot be applied by spray but must be painted 
on with a brush, and to answer the purpose every inch of the surface of the 
bark must be treated — a process occupying so much time that the cost of the 
work has been found to be prohibitive, even if otherwise satisfactory — ^whicb 
it is not. Any application that is of the nature of an 

Air-tight. Coating must br Injurious 

to such a plant as tea, in which the living tissues of theJbark are unprotected by 
any corky superficial layer. If the stem of a health tea bush is even lightly 
scraped with the finger-nail, the green living tissues are at once revealed. This 
bark contains lenticels which are functional in the respiratory processes, and 
any interference with their functions must injuriously effect the health of the 
plant, It may be said that there are possible other mixtures that could be 
applied without interrupting the passage of the necessary gases. 1 have as yet, 
failed to find any such mixture that will at the same time either act as a deter- 
rent or form a barrier against invasion by the borer. If an active poison such aS 
arsenic, is employed, it would be necessary that an appreciable quantity should 
be injested by the insect. But the actul superficies of the exposed surface that ia 
operated upon by the beetle is very minute, and the perforation is very general- 
ly made in the hollow of an old leaf-scar — ^just the very place which 
would be most liable to escape the action of the poison. It is, moreover, ex- 
tremely doubtful if the material excavated bytne beetle is taken into ita 
alimentary system. It is more probably merely pulverized and rejected. 

But though a direct cure has thus been shown to be improbable, I am fully 
convinced that the pest may be not only kept in check, but 

RENDERED NROLIGIBLB BY INDIRECT CULTURAL MBTHODS. 

Indeed, I have been assured that upon one estate where such methods have- 
been systematically employed a field of tea that has been continuously infested 
by the borer since the year 1892, is now giving larger yields than it ever did 
before. This system is simply high emtivatibn, resulting in a continuous 
healthy fiow of sap throughout the plant — a condition most unfavourable to 
the increase of the borer. In my circular on the “ Shot hole-borer,” issued in 
1908, 1 wrote as follows:—'^ I have repeatedly observed that a vigorous condi- 
tion of the plant results in an obliteration of the earlier perforations and a 
tendency to choke out the insects that have more recently gained an entrance 
into branches. The mouth of the tunnel is invaded by an ingrowth from the 
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vigorous canibiai tissues. New wood is then fomied, covering up the old wound, 
and the plant is able to carry on all its functions without interruption.” 1 am 
still prepared to fully endorse this statement. [A figure representing an actual 
sectiona through a piece of a tea branch where such an ingrowth has occurred, 
accompanies the article.] Though hurt ing the prunings is undoubtedly the most 
efficient method of destroying the insects contained therein, it has been found 
In practice to have the serious drawback of depriving the soil of a vast amount 
of nitrogenous material that could be returned to it in the form of green< 
manure. I consider that the benefit derived by the plant from a proper burial 
of the green prunings will far outweigh any injury that may arise from the 
eseape of a few of the insects. If there is much heavy wood with the primings, 
this may be first separated and burnt. Where the complete destruction of 
prunings by fire is insisted upon, it will be found necessary to replace the 
material by its ^uivalent in either green or artificial manures, at considerably 
enhanced cost. Failing this the tea will undoubtedly go back, — losing stamina 
from its inability to withstand the repeated attacks of the pest. This question 
of the problematical escape of some of the 

INSECTS FROM BURIED PRUNINGS 

is rendered negligible by the fact that it is generally impossible to ensure the 
complete eradication of every insect from the tea bush by anything short of 
collar pruning. I am strongly opposed to the excessive punishment of the 
bushes that is sometimes infiicted in the endeavour to cut out every borer. 
Such an attempt is quite futile. The points of attack being quite distinct and 
separate from one another, it is impossible to be sure that the pest has been 
eradicated without cutting up every branch ; and even then there may be 
(and frequently are) tunnels in the main stem itself. Again, without close 
examination by means of a lens, it is difficult to determine whether any parti- 
cular tunnel is tenanted by the insects or has been deserted by them. I would 
prune an infested tea bush— equally with an unaffected one — according to ita 
growth of wood. The object in view is the production of strong sappy shoots, 
and if any branch gives promise of producing such, 1 would spare it even if it 
bore visible signs of infestation. If the cut actually exposed the galleries of 
the insect, I would trim it down to a clean surface — to prevent the lodgement 
of water. Old hide-bound branches bearing only weak shoots should be ruth- 
lessly excised. 

I must own that I was, at first, insistent upon the burning of prunings and 
opposed to their burial. But a careful study of the results has convinced me 
that the latter is tne sounder principle. There is 


ANOTHRR POSSIBLR CULTURAL METHOD 

that is now being made the subject of experiment, Jt has been suggested that 
dense shade, by inducing a more sappy growth, may render the plant unsuited 
,for the propagation of the insect. The partial, checked shade offered by 
Grevillea and Albizzia, as usually cultivated, is evidently non-deterrent. I pro- 
pose to try the effect of a dense shade of some fast growing tree which can be 
readily removed or tinned out when it has served its purpose. The common 
*dadap' {Erythrina UtkoBpertna) commends itself as particularly suitable for this 
experiment. If this treatment proves successful it may be possible to extermi- 
nate the borer, in any particular field by leaving it under shade for a year, then 
thinning out the shade and pruning the tea. Such treatment will necessarily 
result in soirie diminution of the crop for th<5 period during which the tea is 
under treatment, but if the desired end is attained, temporary sacrifice will be 
warranted* 

A correspondent has sent me detailed accounts of a treatment by which he 
reports that the beetles can bekilleiVin the living stem. His method, as given 
in nis own words, is as follows:— For the destruction of the pest, scorch the 
bushes behind the pruhers with torches made of coooanut leaves. A few 
grevniea leav^.or other rubbish lying about may be placed in the centre of the 
to help the flame. ' The torch is applied below to the 
round the bush towards all the side branches 


centre and moved 

the insect wiJl be found 

dead on^itsbwk in the cell. The white grubs (young beetles) are also killed.. 
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The cost of firing, with women and boys, is not more than Bs.l8 per acre, in- 
cluding torches. A cooly does 200 bushes in damp weather and 250in fin^ 
weather.'* I know, from experience, that a 

COMPARATIVELY SHORT EXPOSURE TO HEAT 

is sufficient to kill the insects. Also that a tea bush rapidly recovers from the 
effects of fire. But there is one point that, must be carefully determined before 
this treatment can be recommended. Will, .as is very possible, the semi-scorched 
branches be rendered specially attractive to the beetles and so result in rapid 
reinfection ? 

In the above details of the experiment, the cost may be considered very high, 
if not prohibitive. But I am informed that Bs.S of the quoted figure is expended 
in the torches alone. It is probable that some more economic form of torch 
may be devised. An absorbent material soaked in kerosene could be employed. 

The Ceylon Tea Crop for the current year is estimated at one-hundred-and- 
seventy million lbs. 

At the Annual General Meeting of the Dikoya P. A. on January 17th, the 
Chaimian, Mr. B, Huyshe Eliot, referring to the Tea Cess, said : — * • 

As you know, the Secretary of State has written to the Ceylon Government 
and instructed them to repeal Ordinance 4 of 1894, and the “ Thirty Com- 
mittee *’ feci that this should not be passed over without protest. At the 
next general meeting on the 8th February, a resolution to the effect that we 
protest against this repeal of the Tea Cess will be proposed. Or course, the 
question of the Cess is a matter of opinion, but a great many hold that the 
Tea Cess has done its work and should now be shut down. There are certain 
things to be said for a!»d against, but it has done good work in the past. It was 
raised from 10 to 20 and from 20 cents to 80 cents ; and it now stands at 20 
cents. If we do away with it altogether, we shall have no organisation where- 
by we can collect funds for anything ; and once stopped, there is no doubt 
about it, it will never be started again. 1 think a 10 cents Cess is a matter 
no one feels and we should always have an amount of funds available in case 
anything turned up. I think it would be a great mistake to shut it down at 
the present moment. 

Messrs. Gow, Wilson, and Stanton (Limited) write in reference to the posi- 
tion of tea in the past year: — The year has been somewhat disappointing to pro- 
ducers. Nevertheless, it closes with a distinctly more hopeful outlook than for 
a long time past, and there were unmistakable signs of the dispersal of the heavy 
clouds which have over-hung the tea-producing industry for so many years. 
Consumption at last seems in a fair way to overtake production. Little new 
land has been opened up during the past few years, while consumption showed 
a marked increase at home and abroad, especially during the latter months of 
the year, when it occasioned a sharp advance in the price of lower and medium 
grades, which had previously been on about the lowest recorded basis. The 
duty in this country was reduced from 6d. to and this, although not alto- 
gether a popular measure, as it had been hoped that a reduction of 2d. would 
have been made, nevertheless proved of benefit to nroducers, and was 
followed by increased home consumption, which for tne whole year was 
10,845,283 lbs. ahead of 1905, about 269,500,000 lbs. beinc consumed, against 
259,088,591 lbs. last year, the twelve months proving a record as regards quantity. 
This increase was accompanied by a strong demand for good teas, and resulted 
in Somewhat improved values. The general result of the year’s working is 
that the average price was rather above that of 1905. One of the features 
this year has l^en the use of a better class of tea, and a consequent neglect of 
the^orer kinds, with a corresponding depreciation in their value. The year 
has been one of great promise in regard to the expansion of foreign markets, 
which have before now proved to be the safeguard of the industry, and this 
year have more than ever assisted in raising prices from the extremely low 
evel to which they had fallen. 
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RUBBER. 

In Portuguese East Africa. 

In the course of an article in the Natal Mercury^ Mr. Waldegrave J. Thomp. 
son says: — 

On leaving Inhainbane by this road, a small plantation of aloes and Geara 
rubber will be noticed, belonging to Senor Cardoza. This rubber seems to 
take very well to the soil and climate of the district, and the owner anticipates 
good results from his invention for producing sheet rubber direct from the 
tree. We were shown several samples of this material, which had been run 
out to an almost transparent thinness by a process which Senor Cardoza is 
naturally keeping to himself, and he is carefully experimenting with his trees, of 
various ages, as to the amount of rubber that can be obtained per annum from 
each. His four-years-old trees are now giving 1 lb. of rubber per tree in the 
12 months. If this can be continued, with a gradually increasing ratio as the 
trees increase in age, there is little doubt tliafc he has a very rosy outlook 
before him. The natives in the district bring in a certain amount of Landol- 
phia vine rubber for barter and sale to the merchants in Inhambane, but it 
probably does not amount to much in the course of the year. 

Block Rubber from Wet Biscuit. 

The Risult of an Important Experiment. 

Mr.5Spenc-er Brett, the London broker, who was on a visit to the recent 
Rubber Exhibition in Ceylon, took with him in December, by arrangement with 
Dr. Willis and Mr. M. Kelway Bamber, a consignment of block rubber prepared 
from wet biscuits. He placed the consignment in the London market with 
successful result, as a cable now received announces that it was highly reported 
-on and fetched 6s. 6d. per lb. This price was obtained at the same tiiue as Cul- 
loden realised 6s. 91(1. and other leading Ceylon marks 5s. 7Jd. As will be seen 
from the circular given below issued from the Government Printing Office. 
Taking into account the additional moisture in the block rubber in (question 
the price represents 4d. per lb. more than most of the other plantation prices. 
'The result of the experiment is undoubtedly highly satisfactory. 

The circular referred to above is as follows : — 

Experiments in Cueosotino and Blocking Wet Rubrer, 

J. C. Willis and M. Kelway Bambbb. 

In accordance with a suggestion made by one of us at the Rubber Exhibi- 
tion, experiments were commenced to test the possibility of sending home 
undried block rubber preserved with the aid of creosote. 

It was impossible at the time to obtain the crude creosote in Ceylon, so 
experiments were made with the pure article. In order to mix this perfectly 
with the latex, it was first dissolved in methylated spirits as recommended by 
Parkin in 1899. 

Acetic acid was added in the usual way, care being taken not to add too 
much, and the latex was rapidly coagulated in a Michie-Gol ledge machine. 

As soon as coagulation was complete, the mass was cut up, passed once or 
twice through the washing machinery to remove excess of soluble matter, and 
then immediately blocked for two or three hours in a wooden mould in a screw 
press. 

\ The block so prepared contained from 8 to 9 per cent, of water, but with 
better fitting moulds and rather higher pressure, this might be reduced to 7 per 
cent, if necessary, and kept fairly uniform. 

A drawback to the rapid coagulation in the above machine is the formation 
•of a spongy rubber, which when blocked does not have a very satisfactory 
appearancie. Better results as regards appeamnee can be obtained by coagulating 
Ime rubber in tins or troughs of any length, but of the width or twice the width 
of the mould blocks, and cutting this into the requisite Jengtlis or^ shapes with 
a sharp knife, and filling the mould with the pieces. 
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The troughs should have outlet ^eockshen^th to run off the water and im* 
purities, and the rubber can be washed without manipulation by half filling the 
trough once or twice with clean water from a spray nozzle or from below. 

Rubber prepared in thiti way amalgamates perfectly in the mould, and a. 
homogeneous mass is obtained. 

The blocks rapidly darken on the outside as they and then look and 
smell very like the block of (South American) fine hard rara exhibited at the 
Rubber Exhibition. 

Samples prepared in the above manner were immediately taken home by 
Mr. Brett, one of the rubber Judges at the Exhibition, and he has just cabled 
as follows 

Value per lb., 58. fid. $ containing moisture 9 per cent. ; continue experi- 
ments; strength excellent, better than average plantation rubber.’* 

As ordinary Ceylon plantation rubber con^ns less than 1 per cent, of mois- 
ture, this price is evidently equivalent to fis. a pound for the actual rubber con- 
tained in the sample. Now the actual sales on the same day were ** Culloden 
5s. 9id. ; seven other estates 5s. 7id** Our rubber, therefore, obtained a price 
8d. better than the exceptionally good lot sent from Culloden, and the price- 
thus compares very favourably indeed with any hitherto realized, though not 
yet up to that of fine Para from South America. 

The following table shows the composition of this rubber after drying ten 
days, and the average of good Ceylon biscuit : — 




Greosoted 

Average 



Wet Rubber. 

Ceylon Biscuit. 

Moisture ... 


... 7-Ofi 

... 0*45 

Ash ... 

tes 

... 018 

... 0^84 

Resin 

• •e 

... 1*92 

... 2*01 

Proteids ... 

• •• 

... 8*fi7 

... 2*87 

Caoutchouc 


... 87*17 

... 94*88 



100*00 

100*00 

Nitrogen ... 


.. 0*58 per 

cent. ... 0*87 per cent. 


This analysis was made after the rubber had been drying, for ten days ; the- 
original moisture was 9*18 per cent. The portion of the same sample sent ta 
London was protected from loss of moisture, and contained about 9 per cent, 
on arrival. It will be noticed that the proteid matter is higher than usual, and 
the resin and ash rather lower. 

The experiment, though obviously incomplete and partial, points to the con- 
clusion that we were removing too much from our rubber, especially in the 
way of moisture, and that in future it will be advisable to block the rubber in 
wet condition, provided that it is rendered antiseptic by the use of creosote 
or other preservative. 

From the experiment it is evident that the erection of large factories for the 
mechanical treatment and the drying of rubber would be premature and it 
would be advisable to wait while the experiments are being confirmed on a 
larger scale. 

Such experiments are now in progress, the chief points to be determined 
being , 

(1) The minimum amount of creosote or other antiseptic to be used. 

(2) The best proportion of water for strength and quality. 

(8) The best means of ensuring a constant proportion of moisture. 

(4) The amount of resin and proteid matter th&t can be left in the rubber 
obtain the best strength. ; . 

We have to thank the Rosehaugh Company, and Mr. C. 0. Macadam for 
kindly allowing us to conduct these experixnents on Culloden estate ; aW 
Mr. Spencer Brett for taking home the sample and cabling the valuatioh ana 
report. 
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The Oeylon Rubber .JBxhibitian. 

In their annual review of the India>rubber market for 1906, Messrs. S. Fiprgis 
and Co., say : — “ The exhibition held in Ceylon in September was most inter- 
esting and useful, and plantation hibber of all descriptions was nicely shown. 
We contributed a case of speeimens of most varieties of rubber, and presented 
it to the Government of Ceylon for their museum. No doubt planters learnt 
much from it, but we do not believe that we eari indicate from Europe much 
improvement in the mode of preparation or cultivation of rubber beyond the 
general advice we have repeatedly given tb:— Pack it in good, dry condition 
(excess of resin much objected to) into strong (‘ase of 1 cwt. to 2 cwt. each. No 
paper, Fullers earth, «fec. to be used. Keeping different qualities and colours 
separate, and not to mi:^ immature rubber with older ; to pick out and send 
separately dirty, barky pieces. To smoke the rubber when convenient, because 
‘ smoking ’ appears to Increase its resiliency, but keep it as clear and yellow as 
possible. 


The World's Supply of Rubber 

in 1906 wo estimate nearly 65,000 tons, and consumption almost as much. 
Planting has greatly increased and will produce much more in the near future. 
We estimate planted and planting (but some mixed with tea and cocoa and 
coffee) : Ceylon, 100,000 acres; Malaya, Malacca, Sumatra, &c., 90,000 acres ; 
Borneo. 12,000 acres; Java, 20,000 acres. Mexiro has some large plantations, 
also Nicaragua and Honduras, and some in Columbia, Ecuador, Bolivia and Peru. 
India has begun, say 10 to 20,000 acres planting, Hiinuah and Mergui beginning, 
the Philippines, Samoa, Hawaii and other Pacific Isles, and Seychelles and West 
Coast Africa will add to the supply — also, the West Indies, in the Congo and 
German West Africa plantations are in progress. We repeat our caution to plant, 
where practic able, Hevea Brasiliensis, as hard clean rubber sells best.’* 


A sub-Committee, consisting of the Chairman and Secretary, Oeylon 
Planters’ Association, the Hon. Mr. E. Rosling and a representative from each 
of the District Associations, viz ; — Matale, Kalutara, Kendy districts, Pussel- 
lawa, Kelani Valley, Kurunegala, Kegalle and Uva, has been appointed to 
consider the question of the necessity for the introduction of a Rubber Thefts 
Prevention Ordinance. 


CAMPHOR. 

In Jamaica camphor trees have been attacked by beetles. There were 
several fine healthy young trees of Camphor growing at the Hill Garden, and in 
December, 1905, it was noticed that the leaves of nearly all the trees were of a 
sickly yellow colour, and many of the branches were quite dead. A large 
branch was cut off and the larva of a beetle was found which had bored right 
up the centre. The roots were then examined. The soil was removed i and at 
the collar of each tree the bark was either dead or so seriously injured that it 
could easily be removed in comparatively large layers. The wood underneath 
the bark was tunnelled in various directions, and just underneath the injured 
bark larvae were found in various stages of development, and the mature 
beetle 

Specimens were submitted to Dr. L. O, Howard, Chief of the Bureau of 
Entomology, Department of Agriculture, U.S.A. Dr. Howard referred the 
specimens to Mr. Schwarz, who identified the beetle as liilipus elegans^ Guerin, 
a member of the family Curculionidee. He states that this species is not a native 
of the West Indies, but has been manifestly imported from some part of Central 
America, where it is quite abundant. Nothing appears to be known of the 
habits of the species, but as the genus Hilipus is closely allied to the pine 
weevil of the Northern United States, it may be inferred that it lives under 
the bark of various deciduous trees, and Dr. Howard recommends that any 
Camphor tree which* shows any sign of being affected by the beetle should be 
uprooted and burnt. * 
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The Coorg Railway Project. 

The following Memorandum on the Planting Industries of North and 
South Coorg with reference to the propos'^d My8ore-(3oorg-Tellicherry Kail- 
way has been subrnitted to the Chief Commissioner by the Coorg Planters’ 
Association. 

Preamble. 

It has been suggested by the Chief Commissioner of Coorg that the Coorg 
Planters* Association should send in to Government a Memorandum about the 
present condition and future of the Planting Industry in Coorg —especially 
with reference to the dying out of cofifee, and the influence it would have on 
the amount of traffic on the proposed Railway. 

In connection with the (piestion of the present condition and future of the 
Planting Industry in Coorg, especially with reference to the dying out of coffee, 
and the influence it would liave on the amount of traffic on the proposed line. 
As far as South Coorg is concerned, it is no doubt a fact that a number of 
estates — some .European, hut mostly in native ownership — which, owdng to 
the low prices coffee has realised of late years, have had their ex[>enditure 
unduly curtailed, are, even under those circumstances, being worke<l at a loss, 
and are in consequence either being, or have been, already abandoned. A 
great many of those estates, however, were planted dunng the palmy days, 
when coffee was fetching 80s. to 100s. per cwt. on land either unsuitable to 
coffee, or with adverse climatic surroundings, and are, therefore, practically 
worthless as regards the cultivation of coffee, under the present condition of 
affairs at any latj. On the other hand, where a proper system of cultivation has 
been pursued, and the soil and climate are favourable to the growth of coffee, 
the yield and appearance of very many estates at the present time comptares 
favourably with that of 10 or 20 years ago, and there is no sign of decadence or 
soil exhaustion apparent. In fact, (generally speaking, the bulk of the coffee 
estates in South Coorg are in .splendhl condition, and it is, practically, the uni- 
versal opinion amongst owners of land, or their authorised representatives, 
that sucii is the case, and, moreover in spite of the present low price of the 
staple the feeling is most hopeful as regards the future of coffee. Since the 
severe lessons in economy which have been inculcated upon us of late year^ 
have taught us that coffee can be well and sufficiently cultivated, with care 
and judgement, on much cheaper lines than in old days were ever even con- 
templated, or considered possible, and thus with a comparatively small rise 
in prices, and statistics, and all available information, on the whole, point to the 
probability of this desideratum arising at no distant date, coffee would become 
once more a highly flourishing industry. 

In regard to figures and statistics as to the bearing capacity of coffee in 
South Coorg, these could, doubtless, be made available, if necessary, but as 
such figures are not of much use unless the names of the specific properties to 
which they apply are given, and many owners are strongly averse to such 
information being published in a paper of this description. I do not propose, 
therefore, to add any figures or statistics thereto, though I may state that I 
have the word of many of our leading owners, or their authorised representa- 
tives, that the yield of their lands compares favorably with that of former 
days, and, from figures placed at my disposal by these gentlemen, I may put 
the average bearing capacity of our lands at about 4 cwts. per acre. 

From a consideration of the above remarks, therefore, on the situation in 
South Coorg, it will, I think, appear evident that any question of deterioration, 
or dying out of coffee, in the main, in this District is non-existent, and conse- 
quently no fear of any ill-result can accrue to the proposed Line from the 
present or probable future condition of the Planting Industry In South Coorg 
as regards coffee any way. In conclusion, I may add that with the rero^ks on 
the subject of the expliotation of other products in the Province — embodied 
in another para, of this memorandum — should facilities for quicker and cheaper 
transport be secured to us, through the construction of the projected Line of 
Railway, we, in South Coorg, entirely agree. 
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In the North Coorg District the estates are in better order and condition 
than they were 20 years ago, and there are few if any Planters there who think 
there is any fear of coffee dying out. and who mostly work their estates 
liberally, and even with these low prices are doing so at a profit, especially those 
“highly cultivated. The following figures taken from one large group of estates 
in North Coorg conclusively prove that there is no reason to thinK that coffee is 
deteriorating. On this group the average crop for 20 years was 4 cwts. per acre 
from 1884 to 1904. For the last 5 years ending with the crops of 1905-06 it is 
4f cwts. per acre, and the estates are looking stronger and healthier than they 
did 20 years ago. This applies to most of North Coorg and shows that there 
Is no decadence, or decrease in yield, and that the properly cultivated estates 
Are as good as ever. Generally speaking, moreover, a small rise in the price 
•of coffee would stimulate the mdustry in a remarkable manner, besides 
-enabling many cultivated estates to cultivate more liberally, which would 
result in an increase of yield and accordingly more traffic on a railway for crop 
and manures. Witn tlie present low prices, the margin of profit is so small, 
that many estates are unable to pay the high rate of interest charged on loans 
-and mortgages, without unduly cutting down expenditure, which means de- 
•creased yield. 

Coffee statistics too point to a more favourable state of affairs, as the world’s 
visible supply of coffee is lower than it has been for the last 4 years, and the 
last 3 years the output has been rather less than the yearly consumption, so 
that Planters can reasonably hope for a rise in price, which woujd materially 
help towards increasing the output of coffee and assuring its stability. 

During the last few years a great change has taken place in the system of 
cultivating estates, and a great deal more artificial manure is being used, and 
if more scientific help was available there is no doubt that the use of artificial 
manure would largely increase and would have to be brought in over the rail- 


way. 

Of late years also the two principal coffee diseases have been on the decrease. 
Neither Borer nor Leaf Disease (Hemileia Vastatrix) have caused anything 
like the damage that they used to do, and bug is practically unknown in Coorg, 
and has never touched the coffee trees. Previous to the completion of the 
Revenue Survey of Coorg, the figures of the area under coffee were quite un- 
reliable, and when they were first brought out, a very large area of land which 
tiad been planted by European and Natives on the Ghauts, and in other un- 
suitable localities, were included, much of which was in a semi abandoned 
condition, and as soon as it was brought under taxation was abandoned though 
a good deal of land which was in a semi-abandoned condition was held on to, 
and the tax paid for some years in the hope of higher prices coming when it 
would have paid to cultivate it ; but low prices have ruled for so long now that 
it has been given up. Moreover that a great deal of the abandoned land could 
not have been yielding much coffee for manv years is borne out by the follow- 
ing figures, and besides this in the area abandoned is now included waste 
land which is held under Coffee Tenure, but not planted, which previously was 
entered under acreage under coffee. 

T^e first reliable figures available are for 1885-86 and give the acreage under 
•coffee and crops as follows : — 

1885-86 Acreage under coffee 61,860 Crops 8,875 tons. 

1890-91 do 62,741 do 2,130 do 

1896-97 do 84,820 do 2,080 do 

Survey was completed. 

1900-01 Acreage under coffee 68,596 Crops 8,665 tons. 


1908-04 

do 

52,420 

do. 

8,700 

do 

1904-05 

do 

48,145 

do 

8,960 

do 

1905-06 

do 

48,215 

do 

4,100 

do 


The crop of 1906-06 was amongst the biggest crops that have been given, 
though the acreage uhder cultivation is the smallest, except the previous 
veav, and the yield per acre is the best. Besides this the yield per acre for the 
last three years is the heaviest on record. These figures, also, show that 
.although a large area hati been abandoned previously very little has been 
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thrown up during;; the last three years now that the unsuitable land has been 
eliminated — and that little or no new land has been opened of late years is 
explained by the fact that no suitable land is available, except in small blocks. 
They show, too, that in spite of the low prices ruling dunng the last few years, 
suitable land properly cultivated is still yielding quite as well as in former days 
and that there are no signs of deterioration on the bulk of the lands left under 
coffee. 

What is wanted to stimulate the industry is a rise in price, though cheaper 
transport, such as a railway affords, would be a good help, and enable more 
money to be spent on cultivation, with the result of an increased yield and 
larger traffic.- 

The cultivation of pepper has taken the place of a good deal of coffee in South 
Coorg, and large acreages of abandoned coffee in both European estates and 
Native gardens, have been planted out, and are yielding well. There are no- 
statistics available of the yield and acreage of this product, but a considerable 
quantity is exported to the Western Coast. 

There are several other products which could be largely developed w^th the 
ad vent of a railway. 

Oranges especially grow well and profitably in Coorg, but owing to the want of 
quick transport only a small quantity are exported, as three-quarters of the 
fruit rot on the way, and tons of fruit are never even picked. Nearly every 
native garden has its orange trees, but the price is so low, owing to want of 
proper facilities of transport, that little use is made of the fruit. Still even 
under these difficulties, a good deal of land has been planted up of late years, 
and large acreages would b^e at once planted if there was a chance of a railway 
being made. During the last 5 years the export has increased and would 
quadruple or more at once, from existing trees, with the provision of quick 
transport. The planting of rubber is also attracting great attention, and 
several thousand acres have already been planted, almost entirely in abandoned 
coffee land, which should bring a large timount of traffic to a railway in 
a few years’ time, which has never been calculated in the estimates already 
made. Moreover, rubber from. Coorg has lately fetched the top price in the 
London market, which shows that Coorg can grow as good rubber as any part 
of the world. Cotton too, and various fibre plants are, also, being tried and 
promise well, and most of them could be profitably cultivated with cheap* 
transport. Therefore, taking into consideration all tne various products that 
can be cultivated in Coorg, and the fact that the advent of a railway would 
develop new products and stimulate the cultivation of old ones, there does not 
seem much fear of the further decadence of the Planting Industry, and if a 
railway through Coorg to the West Coast were once made, there can be no 
doubt that it would develop the resources of the country enormously in every 
way, and soon create for itself a large and remunerative traffic over and above 
that shewn in the statistics of traffic which have been already drawn up. 

The estimates of traffic made some years ago then showed about 3% profit 
on the working and construction of the line through Coorg to Tellicherry at 
plain country rates, and the Government statistics show that there has been no 
decrease of exports since, but a steady increase in several products, and con- 
sidering over and above these facts the enormous urideveloped resources of 
Coorg which a railway would foster, there can be no doubt that prdduction, 
and consequently export and import traffic, would largely increase under its 
influence. 

Another proof of the steady increase of traffic is the increased amounts which 
are being paid for the various toll-bars by contractors, and at present large 
quantities of sandalwood and other products are sent from Ilunsur and othei* 
places to the railway at Mysore, and railed to Goa, which would all be sent to 
Tellicherry if there were a railway connecting us with the Western Coast as 
proposed ; one firm alone despatching 600 tops to Goa last year. - , 

(Signed) W. H* Sprott, Pfesidenty €. P. A. 

( ^ ) A, Lambert, Homj. Secy,, C. P. A. 

Mcrcar a, December B, 190Q» . ' ♦ • 
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Tons. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

188r>-86 

61,850 


73,805 

1,668 

869 

8,875 

17,700 

49,000 

10.000 

1,45,600 

88,400 

1880- 87 

62,848 


74,071 

1,569 

879 

8,681 

17,000 

49,000 

10,000 

1,41,600 

34 200 

1887—88 

63,898 


74,807 

1,608 

487 

4,662 

7,000 

20,000 

12,000 

70,600 

1,00,800 

1888—89 

61,996 

0) 

74,449 

1,611 

529 

2,762 

7,000 

19,400 

40,000 

66,000 

87,200 

1880—90 

63,207 

=3 

74,587 

1,688 

561 

8,353 

7,000 

25,000 

80,000 

48,000j 

j 67,800 

1890—91 

62,741 

■§ 

G 

74,497 

1,592 

1,840 

2,180 

7,000 

2.6,000 

80,000 

53,600| 

1,08,700 

1891—92 

62,167 

as 

[74,296 

1,609 

620 

5,783 

9,000 

27,000 

24,000 

4.5,900 

78, .500 

1892—93 

69,787 

- 

[74,922 

1,617 

520 

8,170 

17,000 

1,69,000 

25,000' 

.80,000 

1,52,300 

1898—94 

71,149 


76,486 

1,652 

520 

2,823 

17,000 

1,18,000 

25,000 

1,04,000 

1.25,700 

1894—96 

71,149 


70,486 

1,652 

520 

2,823 

17,000 

1,18,000 

25,000 

1,04,000 

1,25,700 

1895—96 

73,828 


76,880: 

1,669 

520 

8,650 

25,000 

1,00,000 

80,000 

97,200 

1,08,000 

1896-97 

54,820 


95,161 

18,748 

520 

2,080 

30,000 

1,60,000 

20,000 

74,000 

61,000 

1897-98 

86,155 


95,247 

19,201 

520 

2,462 

10,000 

1,25,000 

15,000 

50,000 

78,000 

1898-99 

82,575 


1 

94,698 

18,584 

520 

4,558 

8,000 

1,26,000 

15,000 

50,000 

1 1,04,200 

1899-00 

72,296 


94,528 

18,464 

9,815 

2,760 

8,000 

1,00,000 

20,000 

60,000 

1,27,000 

1900-01 

68,696 


94,208 

18,200 

7,489 

8,665 

9,000 

1,25,000 

24,000 

1 38,000 

> 1,19,000 

1901-02 

1 66,782 


79,980 

18,859 

7,700 

1,440 

10,000 

1 8,00,000 

25,000 

1 50,000 

► 1,49.500 

1902-0S 

1 59,417 


80,694 

12,894 

1,107 

4,157 

12,500 

1 2,76,000 

24,000 

47,600 

> 1,88,800 

1903-^ 

t 52,420 


79,768 

1 9,689 

1,107 

8,700 

12,000 

1 2,70,000 

24,000 

1 48,500 1,98,700 

1904-01: 

> 48,142 


79,111 

9,122 

! 1,145 

3,960 

11,500 

1 2,86,000 

25,00C 

I 41,500 1,87,800 

1906-O( 

] 48.21fi 


79,172 

1 8,142 

1 1,109 

4,100 

12,500 

1 2,88,00( 

) 26,00C 

1 

1 

I 41,00( 

) 2,18,400 


JVote— Col. 8. The“are8aDanaonea ' as given — 

unplantod, grass land, waste land newly ^iiired. ""Itlilawl''™'’*”*’ 
serrate figures of area under coffee aeimUy abandoned are available. 
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OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Ceylon Rubber Exhibition. 

A Mysokb Official’s Brport. 

The following Proceedings of the Government of His Highness the Maha* 
raja of Mysore have been made public : — 

Bead — 

Correspondence ending with letter No. 541, dated the 1st December 1906, 
from the Agricultural Chemist in Mysore, submitting a report of his observa* 
tions in connection with the Bubber Exhibition held in Ceylon in September 
last, which he was deputed to visit. 

i^Dr, Lehmann’s Report.] 

The Ceylon Bubber Exhibition was held in the Botanic Gardens at Perade- 
niya from September 18th to September 27th. 

Rubber. 

The exhibits comprised a large display of Para rubber, a fair collection of 
Ceara rubber and Kambong (Ficus elastica) and a little Oastilloa. Among the 
rubbers exhibited were also a collection of “ Rubbers of the World ” sent by 
Messrs. Figgis & Co., consisting of the various forms of “ wild ” rubbers on the- 
London market, various articles manufactured out of rubber, such as hose, 
belting, tubing, sheets, motor tires, &c., and a collection of samp'es illustrat- 
ing a new method of vulcanisation. 

The Federated Malay States had undoubtedly the largest display of rubber 
and had their products nicely arrraged along the centre of one of the winga 
of the Main Building. The Ceylon exhibits were much smaller in bulk though 
larger in number and lacked as a rule the imposing appearance possessed by 
the exhibits of their chief competitor ; two very notable exceptions were a 
fine display from Culloden Estate and a smaller display from the neighbouring 
estate of Arapolakanda. The few Indian samples of rubber were crowded 
together in one little corner and with the exception of the Hawthorn Estate, 
there w^as no attempt made at displaying them. The Indian collections com- 
prised specimen of the four kinds of rubber named above. The highest re- 
cognition any of these rubbers received when in competition with those pro- 
duced in other parts of the world was honorable mention ” given to the 
Hawthorn Estate samples when competing for the special prize for the best 
rubber grown above 8,000 feet. The same exhibit carried off the special prize 
for “ the best rubber from India.’’ There were no exhibits from Travancore 
or Assam, the only two locshties whore rubber is grown to any extent in India 
at present. 

The rubber produced in Ceylon received most of the prizes awarded in classes 
open to the whole world. This undoubtedly indicates that in the opinion of 
the judges, the Ceylon rubber at the Exhibition was of better quality than 
that produced elsewhere. And as the judges were representatives sent out by 
some of the leading London brokers, their opinion must indicate the require- 
ments of the market. It is generally admitted that in Ceylon, Rubber trees do 
not grow as rapidly as those in the Federated Malay States. And the general 
impression is that in India, Para rubber will not grow as rapidly as it does in 
Ceylon. But even if this should be the case, this fact does not necessarily 
imply, judged by what the Ceylon Bubber Exhibition has taught, that the 
quality of rubber produced will not be as good as that produced from treea 
growing more rapidly. Quality and rapid grow'th do not necessarily go together. 

The Chief Prize at the exhibition, that for the “ Best Commercial Sample of 
Rubber.” was won by the Lanadron Estate in Johore. It consisted of Para 
rubber washed by being passed under a continuous stream of water through 
two rollers going at different speeds. The “crape” rubber thus produced had 
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been dried at a low temperature in a yaouuni drier and was afterwards pressed 
into blocks weighing 25 lbs. (about nine inches square and three inches thick) by 
a large screw press. The advantage claimed for this method of preparing rubber 
is that the rubber is exposed .comparatively little to the oxy dising effect of the 
atmosphere both during the process of manufacture and afterwards. The rapid 
washing and drying materially shortens the time ol exposure during the 
manufacturing process and being In a large mass after manufacture, a relatively 
very small proportion of the rubber is exposed to the atmosphere. The washing 
between roller.s going at different speeds removes a large quantity of the 
irapuritie£|, and the compact form saves space and therefore freight when ship- 
ping Besides the London market has paid more per pound for “ block 
tubber than for similar rubber not blocked. The advantages of this form of 
rubber are so, many that probably most estates producing any considerable 
quantity of rubber are likely to adopt that form of preparing it as soon as 
possible. The largest number of exhibits were in the form of “ Biscuits.*" 
But it is generally recognised that this form of preparing rubber will only 
do where comparatively small quantities of ru\)ber are being dealt with, 
“ Sheets ” are practically nothing more than a biscuit in the form of a rect- 
angular oblong. The latex is coagulated in a rectangular dish instead of in a 
circular one. A mangle is generally used for the preparation of sheets, while 
a rolling pin is used when meting biscuits. 

The best sample of “ crape” Para rubber was produced on a large estate in 
the Kalutara District in Ceylon at an elevation of about 200 feet or less and 
about ten miles from the coast. It is the only estate, I was told, which had 
a special rubber factory. The best sample of Para sheet rubber was 
produced from comparatively young trees on Syston Estate at an elevation 
of about 2,000 feet (1.600 to 2,300) in the neighbourhood of Kandy. On this 
estate a comparatively small quantity of rubber was being prepared, (the trees 
being mostly too young to be tapped) and the proprietor took the greatest 
personal care in every detail of the manufacture. He used a dilute solution 
of formaline for washing the rubber. This acts as an antiseptic and probably 
also hardened the rubber. The sheets were dried under a cover of some red 
fabric, so as to keep out the chemically active rays of light. This sample of 
rubber was surprisingly light in color and both strong and resilient and was 
with the exception of one or two samples (the Lanadron block and perhaps 
the Duckwari biscuits) probably the sample most admired at the exhibition. 
1 had the privilege of visiting the estates on which these samples were pro* 
duced. The best Para biscuits, those from Duckwari estate, were produced 
from trees growing at an elevation of 2,800 to 2,500 feet. As neither Svston 
nor Duckwari estates competed for the prize in crape rubber, but Culloden 
estate which took the prize for crape computed for the prize in both the other 
classes (biscuit and sheet) the awards at the Ceylon Exhibition appear to 
indicate that the rubber grown at the higher elevation was of better quality 
than that grown near the sea level. 

The best sample of Ceara sheet rubber at the Exhibition was also grown 
near Kandy at an elevation of about 1,,500 or 2.000 feet. In quality it was very 
little, if any. inferior to the best Para sheet, equally light in color and as far 
as I could judge as strong and resilient. The manager of this estate from 
which the sample of rubber came, claims to have had but little difficulty in 
tapping the Ceara trees. But there was no tapping going on on that estate 
(or, as far as I could learn, on any other Ceftr4 rubber estate) at the time of 
the Exhibition and owing to the ill-health of the manager, I was imable to 
even see the trees which had produced this sample. A large number of Cear4 
trees in the neighbourhood of Kandesalle which had been heavily tapped 
(probably some months before) were healing up nicely and showed no signs of 
having been materially hurt by the operauon notwithstanding that the 
cambium layer had been cut. The general opinion in regard to C«ar4 rubber 
appeared to be that it had hardly had a fair ohanoe before being out out some 
time before the present boom in rubber began* 



24 


THE PLANTERS^ CHROSICLE. 


Of Ca^tilloa rubbe-, there were very few exhibits. I have only seen five or 
six samples, most of which were not for competition. The official list gives 
only two exhibits under this class. The rubber contains a very large per,- 
centage of re-^in and the latex is difficult to collect. 

In the class “ R iiubong ” (rubber from Ficus elastica) on exhibition, nearly 
all c.\me from the Federated Malay Stated. 'I'he only exceptiiui was one sample 
from Bellary. The objections I have heard raised against this species of rubber 
tree are that it spreads over a large area and is comparatively difficult to tap. 

The exhibit of wild rubbers was particularly interesting on account of the 
strength and especially the resiliency of these rubbers when compared with 
most of the plantation rubber on exhibit. Numerous theories were advanced to 
account for this. Some claimed that it was due to the wild rubbers not being 
dried, so much, others i o their being dried in smoke containing acetic acid and 
Creosote (a preservative, again others attributed it to the impurities retained 
in the wild rubbers wliich were washed out of the plantation rubber, while a 
few thought that it should be ascribed to the trees in America being older when 
tapped. But although all these assertions were made with all seriousness and 
discussed at some length in a serious manner at the meetings held in conjunc> 
tion with the exhibition, there was not a single argument brought forward to 
substantiate any of these statements excepting the last one claiming that it 
was due to the age of the trees. But withstanding that it is generally 
admitted that old Para trees give a better quality of rubber than younger ones, 
no theory for accoiin ting for tlie admitted difference in quality appeared to 
have as few^ adherents as that one. 

One of the ino.st interesting, if not the most interesting, exhibit in the rubber 
section was the collection of samples illustrating Mr. Bamber’s new method of 
adding the sulphur required for the vulcanisation of rubber to the latex in 
solution and, after mixing both intimately, precipitating the sulphur at the 
time of coagulating the latex. But as this belongs more to the manufacturing 
side of the industry than the agricultural side of it, I shall not enter into details 
notwithstanding that it will probably revolutionise the method of vulcanisa- 
tion of rubber when the plantation rubber is produced in a sufficiently large 
quantity to form a considerable portion of the world’s supply. (If I am not 
mistaken, the plantation rubber supplies at present less than 2 per cent of 
this demand.) 

Tapping Implements, 

Of these there was a very large collection. But as might be expected nearly 
all of them were especially designed for tapping Para Rubber trees. The 
competition was so keen that instead of one Gold and one Silver medal being 
given for “ Instruments for tapping Para Rubber trees ’’ two Gold medals and 
a Silver medal were given. The Bowman-Northway tapping knives and the 
Miller tapping knives both receiving a Gold medal ; the Macadam, and the 
Bowman-Northway prickers getting a Silver medal. These are all very simple 
instruments not likely to get out of order. All of them have guards to prevent 
cutting and pricking too deeply if properly handled. 

The implements for tapping Ceara trees had, it appeared to me, not received 
nearly the same attention and were principally duplicates of the Pard Rubber 
tapping implements. The Gold medal was withheld. 

A considerable number of devices for collecting the latex from different 
trees into one cup, a rubber band twisted around the trees to foinn a spiral 
groove for the latex to flow in when tapping thin barked trees, such as Cear4, 
and several other devices which had evidently never been tried in practice, 
were on exhibition but did not appear to me to be very practical. Drip- 
tins” of various sliapes and designs to assist the latex in running into the cups 
and several kinds of collecting cups were on exhibition. But as the Drip tins’’ 
are not likely to be used when tapping is done on a large scale and the collect- 
ing cups are very simple little things no description of them is needed. 
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MmMnen/, 

Rubber Machinery . — This consisted chiefly of washing machines, mace- 
rators to recover the rubber contained in shavings, etc., a centrifugal to accela- 
rate coagulation, centrifugals used as strainers to remove chips, etc., from latex, 
mangles for making sheet rubber, tanks for storing latex to keep it in a liquid 
condition, an apparatus for smoking the latex instead of the finished biscuits, 
sheets, etc., and a press for making block rubber- 

The washing machines and macerators consisted of two horizontal parallel 
rollers grooved in various ways, generally one roller revolving at higher speed 
than the other. The rubber to be washed or the bark shaving to be macerated 
were passed between these rollers with a stream of water playing on the rub- 
ber or the shaving all the time they passed through the rollers. To save loss 
■»>t‘ rubber in the macerating machines, the waste water carrying with it the 
shavings and rubber liad to pass through a wire netting which separated out 
tlie rubber an<l all but the very finest pieces of bark. These coarser pieces 
of bark and rubber were passed through the )naeerator again and again until 
5ill the hark liad been ground down to a fine powder and had been removed by 
the waste water and the rubber bad been stuck together into a bantl of “Crape 
scrap.” Tiio washing machines acted on the same principle. The only other 
machine rijquiring s{.)ecial mention is the coagulat<)r. This machiiie.consisted 
of a cylindrical drum with ridges on the inside, fitted with a bottom ; suspended 
from above into this cylinder were fans which helped to churn up the latex 
when Mio outside drum was revolved at a highspeed. Thelatex was put into the 
drum, !i suiull but definite quantity of acetic acid was added and the drum set 
in motion. The latex was coagulated in a few minutes. 

il. Othf'r mticUiueu and ajqdiances , — Among these were a large grass oil stilh 
a small gra>s oil refining still, a small saw cotton gin and a camphor still. All 
but the grass oil refining still were working at somt‘ time or other during the 
Exhibition. 

Various mo<lcls of rubber drying houses were also on exhibition. 

Other E rh i bit$. 

The Agricultural Association of Ceylon had various general exhibits embra- 
cing grains, pulses, dyestufl's and fertilizers. The Forest Department had a 
large and splendid collection of woods. The (Tovermnent Entomologist showed 
En .silk worni'^ in all stages of their growth and the silk pi’oduced by thorn. A 
fine collection of photographs illustrating rubber tree& and tlie various processes 
in the l ubber industry fi’om the pianter-s’ standpoint occupied the central por- 
tion of one of the three wings of the iiiain building. Large pictures from the 
“Buried Cities of Ceylon ’’ and the famous mineral Thorionite were also 
exhibited in this wing. A fine collection of grass oils was of special interest to 
me. 

In a smaller separate buildings were displayed the various native arts and 
industries ; silversmiths, brass workers, lacquer workers and lace makers and 
others were at w^ork during the entire time of the Exhibition, Most of tbe 
arts and industries represented are said to have suffered much from Indian 
competition. On the whole the work done at the Exhibition was not equal to 
similar work I have seen in India. 

Buildings. 

The main building was a handsome structure of three wings built in the 
Kandian style. Of the other buildings the Refreshment Boom and the Indu- 
strial and Arts building were also in Kandian style but not nearly so large or 
ornamental. The machinery building consisted of several long iron sheds 
generally used by the Ceylon Agricultural Association for their exhibitions- 
There was a special tent for housing the motor cars used by visitors^ in going 
to and from the Exhibition. 
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Lecturer, 

One of the chief attractions to the visitors at the Exhibition was a course of 
ten lectures delivered'by the Peradeniya statf and the Judges. These were on 
Rubber, and Cotton cultivation. Rubber in South India, Vulcanisation of Rub- 
ber, prevention of disease, Camphor, Rubber in London, Rubber iri the Malay 
Peninsula, Rubber shipment to London, and tobacco cultivation in Sumatra. 
Some practical demonstrations in rubber tapping were also given. These 
lectures with the discussions following them are given in full in the Official 
Record of the Ceylon Rubber Exhibition. 

Regarding the scope of the Rubber Industry for Mysore, I may say that 1 
have seen or heard nothing while in Ceylon which would indicate that Para 
Rubber could not be grown successfully in portions of the malnad of our State. 
According to the statement made by some of the visitors to the Exhibition, 
Para can stand more drought than coffee. But whether the latex will flow 
during the dry hot weather 1 have not been able to lind out. I should be in- 
clined to think it would not. Para can certainly be grown to advantage at a 
height of 3,000 ft. in Ceylon and the temperature in Ceylon is for the same 
elevation much lower than ir. Southern India. The popular belief that* Para 
will grow to advantage only alluvial soil near the sea level has of course been 
exploded sometime ago. Both in the Malale and Kalutara Districts, Parti' 
Rubber seems to love a rocky soil. In the latter districts numerous new 
clearings had been opened, on steep rocky liiil tops a few hundred feet above 
sea level and these clearings seemed to be doing wonderfully well. These hill 
tops, on which the soil had not been considered good enough for planting tea, 
had been completely covered with jungle. This jungle completely cleared 
before plant ing the rubber. On some estates the rubber is planted between 
the tea. But where the rubber is planted close, tiie tea gradually goes out as 
the rubber grows up. 

Much difference of opinion exists as to the distance rubber should be planted 
apart. Close planting 10ft. x 10ft. appears to have been popular at one time 
but the tendency now appears to be in favor of planting further apart. Dis- 
tances il^ft. X 12lt; 10ft. X 15ft; 15ft. x 16ft; 16ft, x 20fb; and 20ft. x 20ft were met 
with on e.states visited. The system of planting close and trying to kill out 
altornate trees by excessive tapping was condemned by the Mycologist and the 
Entomologist of the Ceylon Government as in their opinion this prac^tice 
would tend to spifead disease. 

Ceara rubber wan not grown to any large extent. The difficulty in tapping 
appears to be its chief drawback. According to some reports, the trees are very 
liable to die when the Caiiibinm layer is in any way injured during the tapping 
operations. But on one estate visited were a considerable number of trees 
which have been heavily tapped and in which the Cambium layer had been 
badly injured. The injured portions were however bein; rapidly covered over 
by fresh growth from all sides, and the trees appeared to have received no per- 
manent injury. Undoubtedly the tapping of Ceara Rubber ought to be carefully 
studied. There is some possibility that those Ceara trees which die from 
tapping are not killed by the injuries received as such, but that these injuries 
simply make it possible for disease germs to enter. It has also been suggested 
that stripping off the entire outer bark as is generally done before tapping 
Ceara trees, may be both unnecessary and harmful. The entire qnestion of 
tapping Ceara needs careful investigation- If that difiiculty can be successfully 
overcome, there seems to be some prospect that at least some parts of the 
maidan of Mysore may grow Ceara rubber successfully. 

No. R. 6627-B— Agri — . 11— 96-— 9, dated Bangalore, 6th January 1907. 

Order thereon, — Recorded. 

2. The report will be published in the official Gazette for general information. 

3. The Revenue Commissioner will arrange for the publication of extracts 
of important paragraphs of the report in the Revenue and Agricultural Gazette. 

K. S. CHANDRASEKHARA AIYAR, 

Secy, to Govt.f Gen, ^ev. Dept a. 
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The Chaipmanehipt 

It is witli great regret that the resignation of th<^ Chairman, Nfr. J. A. Harris, 
is chronicled. It took offeet from the 1st instant. Prior fo that Mr. Harris 
had been in poor health for a considerable time, hnt laid held up bravely. At 
last he was “ ordered home*’ by his medical adviser, ami t^ven then he consented 
to attend to Association affairs until practically the last day of his stay in 
India. Mr. Aylmer F. Martin, who w’as elected Vice-President at the last 
..annual meeting, lias assumed charge of the Chairmanship, as from the Ist inst. 

Planting Politios.’* 

In the letter in wliich he tendered his resignation, the e.K-Cliairmnn 
expressed opinions in regard to soveral im]>ortant questions of “ planting poli- 
tics, lo which he had intended to give active personal attention. As reganls 
the subjects referred to the ))resont Chairman has invited expressions of opi- 
nion and suggestions from the Councillors of tlie Association. The following 
extracts from Mr. Harris’ letter will doubtless he of genera] interest. 

The Consumption of Coffest 

“The opinion that coffee is insuffieiently advertised appears to be becoming 
more pronounced, and it is thought that unless steps arc taken to remedy 
this, the drink will he held in Ies.s popular favour than it is even at [»rcsent. 
The trade have expressed the opinion through .^^r. Sanderson that it rests 
with planters to effect the reviuired change. It seems to me that the dealers, 
who are next, so to speak, to the consumers, ami who probably make the 
largest profit out of the product, are the people who should make the effort. 
If, however, they won’t, in their own interests, move in the matter, it remains 
for ns planters to consider whether something cannot be done, perhaps some 
concerted measures by all who are interest(?d in the artiede, and I trust at tlic 
next annual meeting the subject may be brought up and discussed. An 
American gentleman who recently visited this country, and who was in- 
-directly interested in both Tea and Coffee, suggested that we should got some 
reliable seientifit; opinions regarding the valuable hygienic properties of coffee 
and publish them far and wide. I believe some pronouncements adverse to 
the use of coffee us a drink have been given considerable prominence.” 

Land for Rubber Planting. 

“ Great difficulty is being experienced in several districts in obtaining grants 
-<Tf land for rubber. This is especially the case in Mysore, where scarcely a 
single application has been favourably received in spite of the liberal tei-ms on 
which land was promised at the recent Conference. The objections made to 
most of the applications have been quite unreasonable. I think the Association 
might take this matter up, and a<ldvess the various Governments with a view 
to facilitating and expediting grants of land, emphasising the point that us 
regards the rubber industry time is a most important factor. 

Railways In Planting DIatHoto. 

. ** The Government have given us no encouragement with regard to railways, 
but we Should not on that account discontinue agitating. lam not aware -of 
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the strength of the claims there are in favour of the Dindigul-Follaohi-PalKhat 
lino, but of the other two whose early construction we suggested, I think 
there is more probability of the Mysore -Coorg-Tellicberry route being favour- 
ably considered by Government, and I advocate the Association concentrating 
its efforts on this, instead of urgii g the construction of two practically i in tu 
lines. 

[On p. of the present issue i^ill be found the report of a speech on this 
subject delivered at Virajpet on the 18th February 1907 by the Chief Commis- 
sioner of Coorg]. 

Employment of a Solentifio Oflfloer. 

“ The Wynoad Association has doubtless put itb hand on the weak spot of 
the scheme for the employment of a Scientific Officer. No man could possibly 
give adequate time and attention to so many products as are grown by the 
planters m S, India, but I trust that on this account the scheme will not be 
allowed to fall through. l..et us endeavour to make a start witli it, and let 
one man be at first deputed to deal with what may at present be considered 
the staple products, Tea and Coffee, and later on, should the scheme jtrosper 
and develop, as a similar scheme in Northern India has done, he might be 
given assistants, when rubber, cardamoms, and pepper might receive their 
sliare of attention. 

The U, P. A. S. I. 

•• The failure of Messrs. Arbuthnot & Co. involved the Association in 
serious loss, and I fear little of the money is likely to be recovered. As I point- 
ed out on a previous occasion, this loss of capital does not affect the income of 
the Association, and if District Associations will continue to support it as 
lieretofore, there is no reason why it should not continue its career of useful- 
ness. Any curtailment of its sphere of action, which would be necessary if 
expenditure were reduced below its i>re8ent level, is to be most strongly 
deprecated. The Planters' Chronicle^ which was started chiefiy with a view 
to stimulating interest in the affairs of the Association, has, I trust, achieved 
some success, and will I hope, by gradual expansion, become an interesting 
and valuable publication,” 

The Plantera’ Chroniole. 

To the above Mr. Harris added congratulations on the manner in which this 
paper has been conducted. Words of encouragement are always grateful and 
comforting but it may as well be said that the Editor looks forward to a 
time when such praise as the ex-Chairman has accorded will be more fully 
deserved. From the developments that have come, it is safe to judge that there 
will be more in the future. As originally sketched, the plan for the establisli- 
mout of a special journal to act as an official organ in behalf of the U. P. A. S. I. 
contemplated the issue of a very small monthly maga/itie, A Iready the size 
upon which estimates wore framed has trebled, and though there will proba- 
b^ be months when a few pages wo'll suffice to contain all that has to be said, it 
is obvious that there will also be occasions when the interests of the planting 
community will not be fully served unless the Chronicle is enlarged. The 
proceedings of District Planting Associations sometimes make a brave .show' 
in these pages ; and it seems desirable to indicate that every effoil will be 
made to meet current requirements in tho n atter of space from month to 
month, subject always to the essential reservation that the cost of production 
must he kept within the estimate. The Editor would gladly receive practical 
hints and advice from planters, and would adopt, as far as financial limitations 
permit, any that seemed likely to itlake the Chronicle iilore interesting or a 
more useful record than it has yet l)ecome. 

Rubbei* and Rubbai* Land In Mysora, 

Apropos of the above remarks anent Land for Biibher Planting, the follow- 
ing extract is taken from the Progiess Beport of Forest Administration in the 
Mysore State for the twelve months ending 80th June 1906 : — 
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“ Of .the 2j000 ParA rubber plants put out at Hebbe in the previous .year, only 
10 per cent, are reported to be surviving, the heavy casualty being due to the 
depredation of village cattle and wild animals. Stops have therefore been 
taken to fence the area with barbed wire. 

“ Lar^e areas have been assigned to European planters upon «ja8y terms for 
the cultivation of rubV)er, but the results so far achicAed are not very encourag- 
ing. It yet remains to be seen whether the conditions of soil and climate 
prevailing on the Mysore plateau, are favourable for the successful growth of 
rubber. The Government hav(», therefore, wisely restricted the grant of lands 
for the purpose to the local planters.’* 

The ThenI Bridge. 

At the last annual niec'ting of the (J. P. A. S. I. the following resolution was 
(‘arried : - - 

That this Associatiem lay before Government the tieatiiient which the 
K. I). P. A. has met with from the Madura District Hoard, as regards 
the Tlieni Bridge, and point out that it is a matter of great importance 
not onl.v to the Kanaii Devan District hut to the C’entral Travancore 
Planters and to tliat part of the A'aigay Valley in the British District of 
Madura, waieh lies .south-west of the Theni Eiver. 

The Madras Govermnent have recorded this resolution and .state in G. ( ). 
No. 194, D. Mis dated ‘20th February B)07: — 

In the j)resent state of uncertainty as regards the constmctiuii of a rail- 
way through the Cuinhaui Valley, the Government are not prepared to 
call upon tlie District Hoard to construct a road bridge over the Theni 
river. 

The Indian Tea Cese Committee, 

As Mr. George Uoiuilly will be going home on leave about July n(‘xt, he has 
resigned his seat on the Indian Tea (^ess Committee as representative of the 
Association. 

The Governor-Gencral in Council has accepted his resignation and has 
requested the U. P. A. S. 1. to submit, at an early date, the name of the gentle- 
man w'hom it decides to recommend for appointment to the Tei\ Cess (^uu- 
mittoe, to fill the vacancy created by the above resignation. 

Appointment of Soientiflo OfHoer, 

The South Mysore Planters’ Association i.s prepared to sux)port the scheme 
for the appointment of a Scientific Officer to the extent of Ks.6d5 per annum 
for 5 years ; this sum is made up of lis.lOO per annum voted from Association 
funds and liS..'5.85 subscribed specially by members. 

o 

There is no more voi*aciou.s and destructive caterpillar tliaii that of the 
Atlas moth Attacus Atlas, Its ordinary food is the leaves of the Sweet-sop 
and Soiir-^op, .4 nona Reticulata and A Muricata, hut it will also eat all man- 
ner of other leaves and is the only caterpillar I have seen attacking tho astrin- 
gent Gambir leaves. It eats as might be expected from its largo size a great 
deal of a tree, and reduces its foliage to rags in a very short time. Dr. Lim 
Boon Keng informs me that he found many of these caterpillars on his Sour- 
sop trees at Yo Chu Kong, where he has his rubber estate, and fearing they 
might attack the Para rubber collected a number to experiment with. He 
says that on giving these animals rubber leaves to eat, they attacked them 
and ate for a few minutes then stopped and remained quite motionless till the 
evening when they fell from tho twugs dead. The Hevea leaves had evidently 
a poisonous effect on these caterpillars. This is very satisfactory, as wo can 
have nothing to fear from this pest, which might if it could digest the leaves 
have proved a serious pest. -H. N. K. in the AgriciiUnral BvUef4in of f/ic 
Straits ami F, M, States, 
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MEETINGS OF DISTRICT ASSOCIATIONS. 
Central Travanoore Planters’ Association. 

Procec'linjrs of tlio Seventeenth Annual General Meeting of this Association, 
held at Ariiakal at 10 a.ni., on the 19tli January, 1907. 

PRESENT. Messrs. H. S. Holder, Chairman, O. H. Hknsf.ey, F. Hissktt, 
W. Graham, (by proxy), H. B. Kirk, W. H. G. Leahy, D. 
McArthur, A H. Mkad, J. A. Richardson, F. E. Thomas, 
F. W. LeFkuvrk, (Honorary Secretary), Visitor Mr. C. L.u’y. 

'rhe notice callinj^ the meeting was read, and the minutes of the last meeting 
were confirmed. 

The Chairman then iKldrcsscd the meeting as follow.s : — 

Gentlkmkn,— The attendanec here to-day at this our Annual General Meet- 
ing bears witness to the fact that the interest taken in the Association has not 
waned, and I feel sure that the shorter 1 can make anything there is to be said 
the less likely am I to impair such feeling. * 

The Report drawn up by the Honorary Secretary touches on every subject 
dealt with during the year. The present outlook of our industry is, I think, 
more hopeful than it has been for many years ; that which we have just. past 
through did not commence with anything approaching so cheerful a prospect. 
The reduction of the Tea duty has possibly had time to make itself felt. 
Stocks are comparatively shorter than they have been for some years past, 
which 1 believe to he an encouraging feature, and those wlio have a better 
opportunity of forming an opinion than ourselves apjiear to tliink that the 
demand for our produce has for the time being overtaken the supply. 

The period of excessive supply and consequent defiression that we have 
passed through should be a warning to those who would venture to open up to 
any great extent further area in Tea or to inc*reo.se their yield at the expense 
of quality. 

Our thanks are due to Mr. Mead for so kindly and ably acting as our repre- 
sentative at the U. P. A, S. I. and at the Hri Mulam Popular Assembly. 

With regard to II. V], the Governor’s visit to the.se hills I believe Jje will not 
actually pass through the district, but will have his head-quarters at Tatecady, 
and I therefore doubt if we shall have the opportunity of extending to liiin 
the hearty w elcome we should have been so glad to offer had His Excellency 
been making a stay in this district. 

It is pleasing to note that the Telegraph line from Peermade to Kumili has 
been practically cvecte<l, and this should prove a valuable alternative line of 
commniiication to the District. 

In connection with the acceleration of mails which we were so anxious t<» 
obtain, the efforts of the postal authorities in this direction have so far been a 
dismal failure, but I believe that every effort is being made on their pari to 
improve the service with this district and that they recognise our require- 
ments have so far not been fully met. 

The subject of the graiitinz of a subsidy to the present Medical Officer will 
come before you to-day, and it will be for you to decide whether you desire to 
grant such subsidy : this needless to say can hardly be accomplished without a 
slightly increased tress being levied. I have the pleasure to extend on behalf 
of the Association a most hearty welcome to Mr. O. H. Bensley, who has for 
so many ;>-ears been an Honorary Member of this Association. In conclusion, 
Gentlemen, I tliank you for your kind support throughout the yeox and your 
Committee for their help. With this and the indefatigable and tactful work of 
your present Honorary Secretary it has been a very great pleasure as well as 
an honour to act as your Chairman. I now beg to tender my resignation. 
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The Honorary Secretary’s Report. 

Mu. Chairman and Gentlemen,— Few of the matters brought forward at 
our meetings during the past year have been brought to any conclnsion, and 
our representations to Ciovernnient on various subjects are still under their 
consideration ; my r^ort will bo a brief one. 

Periyar Bridge. — The Executive Engineer informed us that this bridge will 
be completed before May, 1907, if the necessary facilities are given by Govern- 
ment. 

Travellers' Biingaloiv and UeBidency Buildings. — Our various proposals are 
presumably still being considered by Government, as we have received no 
definite reply. The question of a Travellers’ Bungalow in Peermade was first 
brought up at a meeting of this Association in September 1896. At the 
Annual General Minuting held on 11th January, 1902, it was stated in the Hono- 
rary Secretary’s licport that the Bungalow would be built within the next few 
months, the work having been sanctioned and the money allotted by Govern- 
ment. 

Roads — Good work is being done on the main Kottayamkumili road, though 
progress has not been so rapid as was to be expected. Very little has been 
done to the Branch roads during the current Malabar year. The Executive 
Engineer inspected ti e (’ardamom Hill road in July last, and it w^as then 
understood that repairs to this road would be commenced from the Twyford 
end in 1082 M. E. So far practically nothing has been done to this section of 
the road. Application was made to certain Estates by the Sub-Division 
Officer, Araday, for coolies to work from October ir)th, 1906, on the roads, but 
unfortunately none could then be spared. It is evident that the Executive 
Engineer has been unable to carry out his proposed programme, owing to his 
department being unable to procure the necessary labour. 

while on the subject of roads, 1 think it should be put on record in our 
proceedings, what arrangement was come to between this Association and 
Government re side-widths of roads in planting districts. After considerable 
correspondence, the following suggestions of the Chief Engineer were agreed 
to in a letter dated 14th March, 1897 . — 

1. That planters be allowed the right of planting up to the edge of all 

road surfaces. 

2. That the width of a road may be always assumed to be 20 feet. 

3. That the servants of the D. P. W. have the right of free entry on side 

widths for the purpose of quarrying, &c. 

4. That the side widths shall he taken from the centre of the roadway 

proper and shall consist of 20 feet each way. These conditions were 
agreed to in a letter from the Dewan of Travancore, dated 29th 
March 1897. 

Positd Arrangements. — The arrangements introduced on October 1st, 1906, 
have not so far proved satisfactory, as the Pandy mails arrive on an average 
four hours late every day, so that letters cannot be delivered the same even- 
ing. The matter is receiving the attention of the Postmaster General, Madras. 

Motor Lorry Scheme. — Mr. L. G. Knight and Messrs. Oakes & Co., Madras, 
are still interesting themselves in the proposed service, and the Association is 
in correspondence with the Chief Engineer on the subject. 

U.P, A. S. /.—Mr. A. H. Mead ably represented this Association at the last 
Annual Meeting. The full report of the Proc.eedings has been published in 
book form. 

Sri Mulam Popular Assembly. — Mr. A. H. Mead, our deputy, will read ua his 
report later on. 

Europeayi Resident Magistrate. — It is most satisfactory that Government 
have see their way to appoint a European Assistant Superintendent to the 
Cardamom Hills and Special Magistrate to be resident in Peermade. 

Fitter. — A fitter is now available in the District, and the scheme is working 
satisfactorily. 
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Abyssinian Wild Coffee . — 10 lbs. of Wild Abyssinian Coffee seeds were re- 
oeived from the Madras Government Botanist, and distributed in the District. 

Peermad'e-Kumili 'Velegraph Wire. — Work on this line, which was originally 
asked for by this Association in April, 1898, has been practically completed. 

Members.— There were 15 members on the roll of the Association for 1906, 
representing 7,853 acres. It is satisfatttory to note that every estate in the 
District is now represented on the Association. 

Crop for 1906 has been returned as 3,904,568 lbs. made Tea from 8,090 acres 
in bearing, /.e., 482 lbs. per acre, against 8,694,992 lbs. in 1905. It is worthy 
of note that our crop is now more than double what it was in 1901, and nearly 
double what it was four years ago. 

Bs. A. P. 

-4ccoM7Tfs.— Subscriptions paid for the year amount to ... 928 4 0 

Expenditure has been ... ... ... 856 5 2 

Leaving a balance on the year’s working of ... ... 71 14 10 

To this has to be added one Estate Subscription paid in 

after the accounts were audited ... ... ... 63 6 0 

» 

126 4 10 

This with the Us.140-7-9 brought forward from 1906 makes 

a balance of .. ... ... ... ... 266 12 7 

to be carried forward to 1907. 

Five members paid their substTiptions to the Anti-Tea-Duty League, and a 
cheque was sent to the London Secretary through the National Bank of India, 
Golombo. 

lls.20 was subscribed towards the fund raised by the Madras Mail for a Dis- 
tressed Planter owing to the failure of Arbuthnot & Co. There may be more 
money subscribed, but the list sent out is still in circulation. 

In conclusion, 1 have to thank you for the honor you have done me in elect- 
ing me as your Honorary Secretary, and now beg to tender my resignation. 

The Report was adopted and accounts passed, 

Qrant-in-aid Dispenmry ,Aecotinis , — It was resolved that the Honorary 
Secretary should write to Mr, H. M. Knight and ask -him wdiether he would 
have any objection to sending in a statement of accounts for the year ending 
September 80th, 1906, to be circulated among those members of the Associ- 
ation who contributed to the grant-in-aid Dispensaries. 

Sri Mnlam Deputy's Beport—MLx. A. H. Mead being called upon for liis 
Report sx^oke as follows : — 

Mb. Chairman and Gentlemen, — I was as you are aware elected to repre- 
sent the District in Trivandrum only at the eleventh hour. Your Committee 
made out a list c)f the subjects which they considered desirable to bring up, and 
these were in due course sent in to the Superintendent of the Cardamom Hills, 
but were too late to be included on the agenda paper of the assembly, with 
the result that I was unable to speak on any single subject. Most of the 
matters which should have been brought up were however already on the 
agenda against the names of other representatives -notably the desirability of 
having a registry office at the Araday and of providing buildings suitable for 
the purpose of housing valuable documents without undue risk of fire. 

In addition to attending the Sri Mulam Assenably your Committee em- 
powered me to call on the Chief Engineer and discuss the matter of the 
District roads maintenance. As you are aware it was succinctly promised that 
the roads in the District should be put in thorough repair and be handed over 
to the Association with the Annual grant for ui)keep. But the Chief Engineer 
subsequently wrote to the Chief Secretary that he thought the money would 
be spent to better advantage departmentally. Mr. Bastow was kind enough 
to grant me an interview and to discuss the matter, and I was able to point 
but how unlikely this was to be the case. 1 had to explain that the roads at 
present kept up by the Department P. W. were going from bad to w'O^e 
although the grant was a fairly adequate one. Whereas the present grant-in- 
aid ro^s were better than they had ever been, owing to the good work and 
extra money spent by the estates interested in their condition. > ■ > 
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1 was able to hand Mr. Bastow the accounts showing money spent on the 
Mananas Creek and Granby roads, w^hich showed in both cases a considerable 
sum expended in addition to the Government (yrant, and to assure him that 
the condition of these roads was incomparably better than roads kept up by 
Government with a considerably larger grant. Mr. Bastow confessed that this 
extra expenditure was news to him, and that Pecrniade was the only Bistriett 
where planters* roads were not kept up by planters. He also admitted that 
this system had worked and was still working satisfactorily in the other plant- 
ing Districts. Finally, Mr. Bastow has promised to reconsider his decision ami 
go into the matter once more. Well, Gentlemen, both the P. W. D. and our- 
selves want the same thing, namely the best possible use made of the grant, 
and I for one am not afraid of Mr. BastowV decision, as there is not the slight- 
est doubt that we can and do get better value for our money than the D. P. W. 
on the Hills, and this fact is patent to anyone who goes into the matter with 
an unbiased mind. 

1 thanked Mr. Bastow' for the good work being done on the K. K. road : a 
large quantity of metal is ready to be put down. 

I spoke to the Durbar Physician on the matter of the necessary (jualilica- 
t'ions of the District Medical Officer, Tiie matter has boon laid before (xovern- 
ment by Colonel .fames, but no answer has as yet been given. 

Medical Office/ s Subsidy, — The following resolution was pioposed by ^fr, 
Leahy and seconded by Mr. Bissett : — 

“ That this Association do grant a subsidy of Rs.50 per mensem exclusive 
of mileage and batta to the present Medical Officer in return for Medi- 
cal attendance on all members of this Association and their families.** 

Carried netn, cou. 

Currency Difficulties . — Bead letter from the Chief Secretary dated 28rd 
October, 1906, stating that, as the currency crisis had evidently disappeared, no 
further action was considered necessary, 

Hesolved that the Honorary Secretary reply and point out that Bazaar Mer- 
chants still refuse to accept 2 chuckram coins in Kottayam, Mundakayain 
and in all the bazaars throughout the Pecrniade District, and to ask tliat 
similar action should he taken in these districts us was taken in other paHs of 
Travancore where the crisis now is said to have disappeared. 

Motor Lorry Scheme correspondence with Government and Messrs. 
Oakes & Co. 

that detailed information asked for by Messrs. Oakes k Co. l>e 
obtained if possible from the Chief .Engineer. 

Delivery of Mails at Pcermade. — Bead letter from the Postmaster Uenenil, 
dated 9th January, stating that delay in delivery of mails would be enquired 
into and receive best attention. 

Rules of the Association, — These as previously circulated, with certain 
amendments adopted by the Committee which were read before the meeting, 
were passed 

Sanction from Government to acquire landed property in Travancore , — 
The following resolution was proposed by Mr. Kirk (acting for Mr. H. D. Deane) 
and seconded by Mr, Graham ; — 

That this Association considers that the notice recently published in the 
Government G alette reading as follows;- - 

‘ Europeans and Americans residing in Travancore are expected to obtain 
the sanction of the Sircar in every instance of purchasing or other- 
wise acquiring landed property in Travancore ’ 
is against the principle of iree trade and is detrimental to the interests 
of British subjects, and that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the 
British Besident asking his intervention through the ISfadras Gowmment 
to have this notice cancelled.’’ 
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Mr. Kirk, who prefaced his remarks by saying that owing to Mr, Deane’s 
absence he had been asked to take charge of the above resolution and put 
Mr. Deane^s views before the Meeting, proceeded to point out that the hard- 
ship complained of was, that having obtained permission to reside in the 
country, and invested capital in land with the Travancore Government, Euro- 
peans were obliged to disclose any private dealings they had with private 
individuals or petty chiefs. 

In some cases to applications for permission to take up private lands no 
answer had been received for months, and meanwhile outsiders had become 
aware of the application and bought the land with the intention of selling 
again at a higher figure to the original applicant. 

After some discussion the following amendment was proposed by Mr. Mead 
and seconded by Mr. Thomas 

“ That this Association requests the Government to reply without unneces- 
sary delay to applications from Europeans and Americans for leave to 
purchase land from private individuals.” 

The amendment on being put to the meeting was carried. » 

Payment of Government Dues by cheque. — Mr. Leahy proposed and Mr. 
McArthur seconded the following resolution : — 

That His Highness’ Government be asked to cancel the recent notifi- 
cation issued re non-acceptance of any cheques on Banks in payment of 
Government dues.” 


Mr. Leahy pointed out that owing to the great inconvenience caused if 
taxes, etc., had to be paid in cash, permission had been obtained in June, 1899, 
by this Association from the Dewan, Mr, Krishnaswamy How, for taxes to bo 
paid by members of the Association by cheques drawn on any Madras Bank. 
There seemed to be no good reason why this concession should have been now 
withdrawn. 


The resolution was carried unanimously. 

Honorary Member. — Mr. J. H. Kenyon, Assistant Superintendent, Cardamom 
Hills and Special Magistrate, was elected an Honorary Member of the Associ- 
ation. 

Election of Officers for 1007. — The ballot finally showed the following 
results 


Mr. II. S. Holder 
Mr, F, W. LcFeuvre 
Mr. A. H. Mead 
Mr. W. H. G. Leahy 
Mr. J. A. Richardson 


... Chairman, 

... Vice-Chairman. 

... Honorary Secretary. 

j- ... Committee. 


Mr. LeFeuvre, who by the first ballot was elected Chairman, while thanking 
members for the great honour they had done him, asked that some one should 
be elected in his place. 

Subscription for 1907, — The assessment for 1907 was fixed at 3 annas per 
acre on cultivated area. In this connection it was resolved that the Honorary 
Secretary should write to the members who did not pay assessment on all 
estates under their management asking wdiether they could not see their way 
to join for those estates not at present subscribing. 

In concluding the meeting the Chairman moved a vote of thanks to Mr; 
LeFeuvre, the retiring Honorary Secretary, for the services he had rendered 
to the Association and Planting interests during the year, which was received 
with applause. 

With the usual vote of thanks to the Chairman the meeting terminated. 

H. S, HOLDER, 

Chairman. 

F. W. LkFEUVRE, 

Honorai'y Secretary. 
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Wynaad Planters’ Assooiatoin. 

Meeting of 6th February, liK)7, at the Meppadi Club. 

PRESENT — Messrs. Abbott, Jlehr, Maekinlay, Trollope, Powell and 
H. Waddington, Jlonoranj Secvetary, 

1. Proceedings of last Meet ing were confiriiied. 

а. Scientific Officer. — Read Messrs. Peirce, fjeslie & (’o‘s letter of 81st 
January and Honorary Secretary’s reply, 

3. Coffee Pet urns Act II, of lfXJO,~~lica<\ letter from Collector of Malabar of 
22nd January and Honorary Secretary’s rejily. Itcsohed that the Collector’s 
proposal ; ~ that, the return, form B, as to crops, be made in bushels of Coffee 
despatched during the calencloi' year, be agreed to. Jn tht‘ ()[)ii\ion of the 
meeting, the following was a fair rate of coii\ ersion 

For Parchment ( ’oflee 95 bnslicls to the ton. 

Cherry Dried „ 140 d«> 

.. (’lean „ 47 do 

4. (Mnnunorc K.rhibition . — Read letterfrom General Secretary, Agricultural 
and Industrial Fixhibition. with eiiclosurcR and Honorary Secretary’s reply. 
The meeting considers this (‘xliibition should he supported. Members are there* 
fore rcMpiested to t'pplv to Mr. K. Ibimiinni. General Secretary, Telliclierry, for 
forms to fill in when sending tbeir exhibits. Applications must bo sent in by 
the 28th February, and exhibits must be iti (’annanoro 10 days before^ opening 
of the exhibition on the ‘27 tb March, 1907. 

б. Tea Cess Coinniittee, -Read U.P.A.S.l. Circular No. 0/07, and Honorary 
Secretary’s reply suggesting that Mr. Buchanan, Geiieral Manager, Messrs. 
Finlay, Muir’s estates be asked t!» represent the Southern India Tea in- 
terests. — A pprored. 

6. Neu' Member. Mi*, H. H. Winterhotlmm will to proposed for election at 
the next nn-eting. 

r. Date of Meetings lOOT were fixed for 
The Second Wednesday >n each month (except April and May). 

8, Local Measures, — The Honorary Secretarv w'as instructed to make en- 
quiries from tlie (’ollectoi. juid ascertain if there is a recognized Government 
seer measure in tlui M’ynuad Taluq, where they can be obtained, and w hether 
grain merchants are compelled to use them. 

9. Diamond Jubilee ii'ard — Vagitri — The Meeting being of 

opinion that this was built oidy for the use of Europeans and Eurasians will 
be glad of any information eontirming this. 

A vote of thanks to the (diair terminated the proceedings. 

(Signed) W, MACKINLAV. Chairman, 

( „ ) il. WADDINGTON, Ilcng. Secy. 

Shevaroy Planters’ Assooiation. 

Proceedings of a Committee! Meeting held in the Victoria Rooms, Vereaud, 
February lltli, 1907. 

PRESENT. "-Messrs. C. G. Lrchlku, J. C. Large, Turner, C. Raum, 
F. D. Short and W, 1. Lkciilkr, Chairman and Hony. Secy. 

1. Read letter dated 80th January from Mr. E. Dickins stating that he had 
tendered his resignation as member of the District Board, Salem. 

Resolved that Mr. Dickins be thanked for bis past services and that 
Mr. G . Turner, who kindly signified his assent, be asked to represent 
the Association on the Board, and that the Collector and District 
Magistrate of Salem be informed of the fact with a vie^^ to his 
nomination. 
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2. Bead and recorded letter dated 2-2-07 from the Bev. F. Daniel regret- 
ting his inability to serve on the Committee in place of Bov, F. Poirier, who 
has left the district. 

8. Head and recorded letter dated Pith January from the Secretary, Assam 
Branch Tea Association, Dibrugarh, re Ceylon Import duty. 

4. Read and recorded letter No, 218/Pct. dated 81st January from the 
Collector aiifl District Magistrate of Salem, re iuade<iuac3' of accommodation 
in the Deputy Tahsildar’s Ottice, Yercaud, and the absence of stabling, intimat- 
ing that the matter will be enquired into. 

o. Bead letter dated 26th January from Mr. K. G. Windle jdacing corres- 
pondence between himself and the District Superiiitendont of Police, Salem, 
before the Association, rr present ineffective ari'angemrots for the prevention 
of coffee stealing and the desirability of appointing plain clothes detectives at 
possible rceciving villages at the foot cf the Hills; also his suggestion that the 
names of Ohetties who have failed in their contracts for purchase of coffee, 
supply of poonac, i^c., be circulated to members of the Association. 

Resolved that Mr. Windlo be thanked for the vahuiblo suggestions con- 
tained in his letter, which will be made use of next season, when new 
proposals will be made for the safe-guarding of the interests of planter^ 
it being considered too late to alter existing arrangements now. 

6. Resolved that the notice of the Collector and District Magistrate of 
Salem be drawn to the fact that the old Salem measure and the new Govern- 
ment measure arc being used simultaneously in his district, and to ask if this 
is allowable or if grain and other produce should only be bought and sold 
by the new measure, and if so, whether he will bc good enough to have tl)e 
use of one uniform measure enforced. 

7. Bead and recorded Prospectus of the Agrieultural and fndust-ial 
Exhibition, Cannanore. 

8. Bead and recorded U. P. A. circulars Nos. 4 to 8/07. 

Papers laid on the table : .Central Agricultural Committee circidars. 

(Signed) \V. I; LECHLKR, 

Chaininxn and Honoranj Secretary. 

The Moondakayam Rubber Planters* Assooiation 

Minutes of Annual General Meeting held atYendayar bungalow, Moonda- 
kayaai, Travancore, at JO a m., February 9th, 1907. 

PRESENT;— Messr.s. 11. Druininond Deane R. Harley, F. E. 

Vernede, II. B.Kirk, J. J. Murphy,!). McArthur, R. D. Fenton, 
A. E. Vernede, J. A. Richardson and H. S. Holder {Honorary 
Secretary). 

Represen teil by proxy : — W. Graham. 

The Chairman, in rising too])en the Meeting, reminded members that they 
that day met under a new name, that of the Moondakayam Rubber Planters’ 
Association, as it had been found that the title of the Central Travancore Rubber 
Planters’ .Association had led to confusion in corresptmdence ; he then moved 
that the proceedings of the last Meeting bo taken as read. 

Mr. J. J. Murphy pointed out that the Ho noraiy Secretary liad omitted 
to record the following Resolution wliich had been carried at the lost General 
Meeting: — 

“That coidies bolting from one Estate to another on the requisition of the 
Superintendent of the Estate from which they bolted be immediately returned.” 
The Honorary Secretary tendered his apology, and the Resolution was duly re- 
corded and the proceedings of the last Meeting were confirmed. 

The Chairman then called on the Honorary Secretary to read h»s Animal 
Report and present the accounts of the Association for 1906. 
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The Honorary Secretary’s Report* 

<fKNrLiiMKN,— In to you this short stateinoiit of subjects dealc 

with an<l results obtained durin/^ tlie year, together with ii few renuirks it^ may be 
well to record, 1 must ask you to bear iii mind tliat the Association as wtdl as 
the district is a new one and is iti its infancy and tfiat therefore the results of 
this last year's work are in many ways not all that could be dcsii'ed or what 
might have been expected had the Associadon been of longer stalling. 

Membership. — There ai-e at present twelve Kstatos registered on the 
Rolls of the Association, rcprcsentc<l by ns many individuals. 

The United Planters’ Association of Southern India.- This 
Association has been admitted to membership of the U. P. A. S. I . t>n an an- 
nual subscription for the in*eseiit of Rs.lOO. 

Moondakayam Telegraph Office -One of the first subjects dealt 
with by this Association was the required establishment of a combined Post 
and Telegraph Office at Moondakayam. It is much to he regretted that the 
authorities concerned could not have soon ihcii* wny to meet our reciuest for the 
establishment of this office more promptly, but from the lat(»st corres)>ondence 
<»n the siihjc(tt, (I refer to the Superintendent of Telegraph •*. Southern Division, 
No. 7H50, of the 2oth January, which F will re.ad to you in due course). I think 
that wc may reasonably expect that our rctjuiromonis in this direction will 
soon be met. 

Extension of Juriadiotlon of the Cardamom Hills Magis- 
trate. —This subject is still before His IJiglme.ss’ ( h)\ eminent, and I bclie.e 
it will be some time yet before the matter will he linallv disposed of. Itdoi’s 
not aft’eot all estates, as some are already within siu h jiuisdietion. but I trn^t 
that members who are still e.xperiencing luu*dshi[)iu regard to obtaining th^i 
legal assistance they require under priisent conditions will continue to press 
the matter. 

Dispensary and Medical Aid at Moondakayam. -Our thanks 
were duly tendered to His 1 Fighness* (Tovermnent and the .AFedical Depart- 
ment for the assistance given by the establishment of temporary arrangements 
for the distribution <}f medicines and the Hppointmenb of an Apothecary at 
Moondakayam ; tlicsc, however inadequate, must hav(‘ given ivlief and dont* 
some good. Measures were, I understood, being or about to be taken, to pro- 
vide suitable accommodation of a permanent natnri* in the way of a hospital, 
hut the lust letter F have rceeivotl on the subject from tioV(*rnment puts a some- 
what different complexion on matters; this letter 1 will read to you. 

Bridge on the New Road to Kuppakayam and Kadaman- 
kulam. -llis Highness’ Goveriuneiit vi*rv generously gave us a grant for 
tlr’s bridge which is of great benefit to the estates situated at that end of the 
District, and 1 have duly tendered the thanks of the Assoeiation to llis High- 
ness’ (lovernmont and the Public Works Doprtment in this connection. 

Auction Land Sales near Moondakayam. -These, as yon will 
recollect, were stop})ed and thereby .stmie of us a t the tim * were caused 
grave disappointment ; hut, after, all, I am not sure that in the longiun we sliall 
liave cause to regret tlu' delay that has occurred. 

Subscription. — The audited accounts are laid on the table. You will 
notice that the year closes with a deffc.it of Rs.ai-U-ff. I will ask meinbcrg to 
declare their acreages in or<lor that a scale of assessment may be drawn up to 
meet next year’s expenses. 

Labour. — Prospects are, 1 think, improving, but while on this subject I , 
would offer a few remarks which may not here be out of place. The unfriemlly at- 
titude assumed towards us by a certain proportion of native agriculturists and the 
native Ih'ess, which has been most pronounced, is mu<*h to be regretted and 1 do 
not think we need seek far for the direct cause of this unfriendliness, which un- 
doubtedly does exist. I think that in short it may be summed up under the head- 
ing of Ibilaya Tiabonr.” The reason for this attitude is, in my opinion, not due^ 
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some would have U8 believe, to any want of room or that the advent of the 
Bubber Planter has in any way seriousl^^ curtailed the area available for native 
cultivators, or, as others have endeavoured tt» persuade the Dewan, to their gmve 
concern as to the clearings of the planter detrimentally affecting the rainfall, but 
I do believe it is attributable to the fear of the West Coast cultivator of losing 
his Pnlaya labour. 

Jt ia most probable that a large amount of Pulaya labour has been drawn away 
^n^refideredmorcindependenthy tlie Rubber Estates, and it is obvious that 
since this is the only class of labour suitable for Paddy cultivation on the West 
Coast, they must be caused grave alarm when they see this labour becoming 
scarce, and I feel sure that in this they would have our sympathy, but it is 
to be regretted tliat those who liave sought to put obstacles in the way of the 
Rubber Planter by the above inontiuned and other insinuations, could not 
hare found a more stmightforward way of bringing their grievances to light. As 
a remedy for this state of affairs, I would suggest that the agriculturist of the 
W'est Coast should pay his labour a fair living wage, as is done by the planters 
and which alone induces them to leave the lauds to which they are ii>digenous ; 
but in any event 1 feel sure that' matters will soon adjust themselves. 

I thank you, gentlemen, for the honor you have done me in electing me as 
your Honoraiy Secretary for the yt^ar and beg to place iny resigiuition in your 
hands. 

The Ghairman’e Speech. 

The Chairinaii said 

Gentlemen,— Before vacating the ehair, I will, on your beliulf. thank our 
Honorary Secretary for the report which he has read us and I think you will 
agree it justifies our existence as an Association, 1 trust that this year with an 
increased support, we shall accomplish more and thoroughly complete our 
organization. Reviewing the past year, it is regrettable to notice that Govern- 
jnent liave made su<*h inadequate provision for the medical wants of the distrust, 
and though private cnteriirise among us is providing two dispensiirics and 
Apothecaries for a p rtion of our labour force, it iirno way absolves Govern- 
ment from granting reasonable medical aid and accommodation to the district. 

I am sorry to have to inform you that the Dewan has thought fit to refuse to 
carry out the distinct promise given us by his predecessor of a road to Kutikal. 

1 thank you, gentlemen, for your support to the chair during the past year and 
regret tha owing to press of private work i have been unable to give as much 
time to your several interests as I would have wished . 

I will now vacate the chair and ask you to nominate iny successor and also an 
Honorary Secretary Hud a Cornmitteo. Pending the ado[>tion of rules. 1 believe 
we shall be in order in accepting votes at the rate of one for every Estate 
opened or being opened this year, 

8i*i Mullam Delegate’s Report. — Mr. H. D. Deane then gave a short 
resume (»f what had taken place at the Sri Mullam. Mr. Kirk proposed a vote 
of thank.s to Mr. Deane for having at great personal inconvenience acted on 
behalf of the Association as delegate. StKJonded by Mr. »1. A. Uiehardson, and 
carried. 

Rules. — The rules as drawn up were then read to the Meeting and with a few 
alterations adopted. 

Telegraph OfRoe. -Read letter No. 7850, dated the 25th Jany. Mr. Kirk 
said that in view of there being a likelihood of the office being opened shortly, 
which he was much satisfied to note, he would withdmw his Resolution on the 
subject. 

Resolution by Mr. Deane.— In reference to the objectionable necessitv 
of Europeans having to obtain soncthm of Government to every private laud- 
purchase. 

iSfr. Holder sjioke against any a(*tion being taken. 



THE PLANTEBB' GHBONICLE. 89 


Amendment b}' Mr. Penton, that Government be respectfuUy requested to 
inform the Honorary Secretary whether the Notification appearing in the 
Travancore almanac reading : — 

“ Notice to Europeans and Americans resorting to Travancoro. — Europeans 
and Americans who arrive in Travancore are requested to immediately rejwt 
the circumstance to the nerarest Police authority. Should they desire to reside 
permanently in this country, thev have previously to obtain the permission of 
the Sirkar through the British Ilesidcnt, which, if deemed unobjectionable 
by the authorities, will be duly accorded on the parties agreeing to conform to 
local laws and usages. 

‘•Europeans and Americans, residing in Travancore, arc expected in like 
manner to obtain the sanction of the Sirkar in every instance of piircbasiiig or 
otherwise acquiring landed property’’ — 

is a law of the country and, if so, under what regulation •? 

Seconded by Mr. J. J. Murphy and carried by a majority. 

Medloal. — Read copy of letter No. 1)675 of the 5th February, 11)07, in which 
the Cliief Secretar3^ writes to the Durbar Ph^’sieian, “ regarding the opening of a 
dispensary at Moondakayam, J have the honor to inform you that if a private 
dispensary' is started there by' the planters or anybody else Government will be 
prepared to give a Grant-in-Aid.’’ 

Resolved^ that the Honorary Secret uy do write ti> his Highness’ Goveniiueut 
pointing out that planters were establishing private dispensaries : one at 
Kadamankulam and one at Yendayar; but besides this, in the opinion oftliis 
Associaton, a large dispensary fully equipped and v\itb ample vvard-room is 
necessary at Moondakayam. 

Liquor Shop near Yendayar. — lU ad correspon deuce in connection 
Avith the re<piest sent in to the authorities asking fur the removal of this liquor 
sbo]i. 

Proposed by Mr, Fenton, that Governmeut be i espectfully requested that 
liquor shops shall not be established in the vicinity of Estates without consult- 
ing the Proprietor or Siii^erintendent of the Estates concerned and that the 
Honorary Secretary be in.structed in his accompanying letter to explain the 
reasons for above request. 

Seconded by Mr. J. J. Murphy , and carried. 

Kutikal road. — iiead con*esj)oiidence in tliis ctmnection. After some 
discussion in committee, the following Resolution was proposal by Mr. J. J. 
Murphy in open Meeting 

That this Association regrets that owing to the land dispute between His 
H’ghness* (ilovernmont and the Punjat Chief the Dewan does not see his way to 
sanction the cutting of the Kutikal road at Government expense, and that the 
Honorary Secretary be instructed to write to the Dewan asking that permission 
be granted to the planters interested to cut a road at their own expense, trusting 
that later on he will see his way to allowing a Grant-in-Aid. 

Seconded by Mr. Fenton, and carried. 

The Dqwiiii’B Visit. — Resoloed, that in view of the appi*oacbing visit of 
the Dewan to Moondakayam, where he is expected on the 2l8t February, at least 
four members of the Association do wait.on him with an Address. 

Honorary Member. --Proposed by Mr, J. J, Murphy, that Mr. J. H, 
,Kenypn be elected an Honorary Member hi this Association and be given notice 
pf idl iteiMeetings. 

Seconded by Mr. McArthur and carried. 
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Aooounts.-^^fi** II* B. Kirk proposed that the audited accounts as laid on 
the tiible be adopted. 

Seconded by Mr. J. J. Murphy and carried. 

The Eledtion of Offloe-beai^ra for the coming year resulted as 
follows : — 

Chairman lO Honorary Secretary ... Mr. IT. S. Holder. 

Vice-Chairman .. ... Mr. H. Drummond Deane. 

I Mr. J. J. Mui-phy. 

Committee. . ... ... < Mr. D. Me .Arthur. 

I Mr. J. A. Richardson. 

Area. — The following were the approximate cultivated and cleared aereagos 
deolar d for assessment with the exception of the Ran Co’s land, for which no 
return has been received ; — 


Travancore Rubber Co 


... 1,000 

Periivanthanum Estate 


... 180 

Eldorado Estate 


. . 650 

Boyce Estate 


50 

Central Travancovo Rubber Co. 


...•1,220 

Kutikal Estate 


... a54 

Yendayar Estate 


... 380 

Moondakayam Estate (Mr. Knight’s) ... 


... 215 

Tokoye Estate 


... 500 

Moondakayam f Rani Co.) ... 


... 750 

Paloor Estate 


... 150 

5,749 


With a vote of thanks to the Chairman the Meeting ended. 

H. S. HOLDER, 

Chairman Honorary Secretary. 
Moondakayam Rubber Planters* Association. 


Cinchona Bark does not seem likely to benefit Pjanters in .lamaica. The 
following is a statement of weights and results of a small shipment that was 
made in 1905-06 : ~ 

Bark received from Cincliona Plantation : — 


C officinalis 

• • • 

873 lbs. 

0. succirubra 

••• ••• 

584 „ 



1,407 lbs. 

Dry bark shipped : — 



C. officinalis 

• •• 

3381 lbs. 

C. succirubra 

• •• • • t 

L'18i lbs. 



552 lbs. 

Lost in drying 


... 855 lbs. 

Cost of harvesting bark and carriage to Gordon Town. 

.. £8 16 10 

Help at AVharf OJ., B/L 1/6, Freight 21 

... 

.. 13 0 



£9 18 10 


The bark was shipped to the Crown Agents for the Colonies and sold at 
public sale for 2d. 3/8 per lb., and after deducting charges for wharfage, Ac., 
netted only £4: 4s. lid. 


Mr. A. W. Cantlay, of Mipitakande, Yatiyantota, Ceylon, has sent in a patent 
application for a new^ method of drying rubber by forced draught. It is said 
tnat rubber in the form of biscuits, crepe, or sheet, on being put into the 
machine, immediately after being rolled is completely dried in three of four 
hours, and that rubber dried by this process can be blocked with great ease. 
It will cost much less we are informed, than the machines now in use for drymg 
rubber for making into blocks. 
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PLANTERS’ ASSOCIATION OF CEYLON. 
Annual Meeting. 

Tile annual general meeting of the Ceylon Planters’ Association >Yas hel<l 
on February 8th at 2-30 p.in. in the Victoria Commemoration Buildings, 
Kandy. 

Extracts from the Chairman’s Annual Review. 

The Chairman : — Before moving the adoption of the report, I wotrid like to 
«ay a few words. My first sad duty is to refer to the loss the Colony has 
sustained in the sudden and untimely death of Sir A lexander Ashmore, who 
was cut off when he seemed full of health and vigour with a long and honour- 
able career before him. ..I can congratulate you, gentlemen, on the improved 
positon of the markets for all our produce. The rise in tea is a vei*y appreciable 
one and it helps those estates that were most in need of help. The statistical 
position is good. We have perhaps touched the limit of our production and 1 
think — and I sincerely hope — we may look upon this rise as to some extent a 
permanent one. The same remarks apply virtually to cocoa- Cardamoms 
share in the general prosperity. Coconuts and their produce have touched a 
figure which has been hitherto uni>recedented n the history of that enterprise 
and 

RUBBER, 

1 think I may 8 a 3 S holds its own (hear, hear), for, although the fancy prices that 
were at first paid for plantation rubber have fallen to some extent, yet the pri(!f* 
of Amazonian rubber, which really rules the market, is almost without 
fluctuation. The statistical position of this fine young enterprise continues 
good. We, all of us, in our calculations, count upon a very considerable fall 
from the present prices, hut that fall can hardly yet be said to have commenced, 
nor are there any immediate signs of its beginning. The work of Mr. 
Kelway Barnber and of the Peradeiiiya staff is thoroughly appreciated by the 
planting community, specially with regard to this product, and \ hope that 
their later researchc'* with regard to the curing of rubber in some similar way 
to the Amazonian rubber may prove effectual and solve the great difficulties 
now before us, 

THE RUBBER EXHIBITION 

was a thorough and complete success. It has alrea»ly done good and will con- 
tinue to do so. The thanks of the community fur that success are due to 
H. E. the Governor, who took such a great interest in the Exhibition, to the 
committee in general, and I think I may add that they are due especially to 
Mr. Denham, the Secretary', who w'orked in a way that caused the admiration 
of all who knew his work. (Hear, hear). The report of the Benevolent Fund 
is laid on the table and copies of it have been sent forward to all members. 
The prosperity of the island has not caused so manj' demands upon the fund 
as usual, but all demands have been very carefully considered and as far as 
possible met. We make no rule — there is no fixed rule about the distribution, 
but whenever we have money to distribute and wlienever tlicre is any real 
distress, we endeavour to alleviate that distress out of the money given to us. 
The actual figures are— our income from all sources, private subscriptions, 
estate subscriptions, donations and interest, in round numbers amounts to 
Rs.7,600. The amount we paid out was Rs.3,427. I need not go int ' details 
of these payments, but I think I may mention that wo give St. Edward’s 
School Rs.flOO a year, as a help to anyone who may at times feel the school fees 
are more than they can cope with. We gave the IJttle Sisters of the Poor 
Rs.600. (Hear hear). These ladies have, in one or two instances, alleviated 
the last years* of some old planters who were past their work and who have 
•died happily in that institution. The work of the “ Tliirty Committee” is now 
practically conflned to 

THE CAMPAIGNS ON THE CONTINENT OP EUROPE 

and in America. On the Continent of Europe Mr. Renton may be .said U> keep 
away^ At times it seems ufihill work, but there are signs, distinct 
-signs, of improvement — especially in Germany, Austria and Hungary., 
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Mr. Benton, from his knoMrlegc of the situation, is very sanguine of our ultiniatt* 
success and 1 sincerely hope his anticipation will be granted. 

IN AMRRIOA 

Mr. Courtney has coinjpletely reversed the policy of our late Commissioner, 
Mr. Mackenzie. Subsidies have been withdrawn from certain tirms, Mr. Willi- 
ams’ services have been dispensed wii,h ; he was Mr Mackenzie's advertising 
Agent. To take their place generally, Mr. Courtney has appointed a Mr. 
Welsh and seven Assistants, who, by general advertising entertainments at 
which Ceylon tea is advertised and, by general drumming Ceylon tea, arc 
directly under him as his Assistants. The remuneration that Mr. Welsh and 
his Assistants receive is a sum of 10,000 sovereigns for 18 months’ work. 
These are rather drastic changes, but your Committee has adopted the tradi- 
tional policy of giving a free hand to the man on the spot. We now await the 
results of Mr. Courtney’s work, and 1 may say that we are primared to give 
him quite a long and reasonable time to show these results. Both Commis- 
sioners — the Continencal and the American — have been warned not to make 
any arrangements yet for 1908, as it is possible that at their meeting in J uly 
next, the Thirty Comniittca” will then decide upon their programme for that 

year The case for the Ratnapura and Passara Railways have been very fully 

made out. It has been shown to the satisfaction of any unprejudiced person 
that they will pay from the start, but there is another railway for which 1 ask 
your unanimous support and that is 

THE UAILWAY FROM MANAAR TO MAUAWACHCUI 

or Vayiuiiya. That is the railway which will bring the coolies into Ceylon - 
the railway upon which the success of Ceylon will ultimately depend, for we 
are now entering on an era of competition on tne labour market in South 
India which did not exist before. The railway also can be shown to pay 
from the start. The ferry across Adam’s Bridge — across the straits — is a 
matter of no importance to us at all. The South Indian Railway has brought 
its lino to the Island of Uainoswaram and in a short time it will go as far on 
that Island as it can go ; there will be an insignificant gap of water to cover 
between the two line.s — between Manaar and Ranieswaram — that can be easily 
crossed by shallow draft steamers or by native boats, as the coolies used to 
come across in the old days. That is all we want; but another event has^ 
occurred which will strengthen our hands in asking for the railway, and that 
is that the South Indian Railwa;^ is anxious to connect its line with ours. 
(Hear, hear). If that lino is connoebed permanently with ours — in a per- 
manent manner — then the traffic of a good part of South India will tiiid its 
way throiigh Ceylon down to Colombo, and I need hardly point out that this 

will be greatly to the advantage of the Island I n(»w move the adoption of 

the report. 

The report was unanimously adopted. 

The Chairman ; — It is now niy duty to vacate the chair. 

Mr. J. R Martin was then re-elected Chairman. 

The Commitee foi* 1907* 

The Committer — for the ensuing year was then appointed. 

The Thirty Commitee. 

The SicRKTARY laid on the table the Accounts on the Thirty Coinniittoe 
appointed to administer the proceeds of the Export Duty on tea levied under 
Ordinance No. 18 of 1902 for increasing the consumption of Ceylon Tea in 
foreign lands for the year 1906. The names of 24 members of the Planters^ 
Association to serve on the Tliirty . Committee for the year 1907, were sub- 
mitted as follows: — Messrs. O. C. Bliss, J. G. Sinclair, J. B. Coles, N. W. Davies, 
Wm. Eorsythe, R. H. Eliot, W. M. Sinclair Keith Rollo,. R. A. Galton 
W. D. Gibbon, Hon. Mr. J. N. Campbell, Messrs. B. 0. Hoseason, George 
Groig, David Kerr, Jas. R. Martin, R. Morison, J. S. Patterson, Joseph Fraser, 
W. S. T. Saunders, Frank 8. Vowler, W. L. Sbrachan, E. Turner, Alex. 
“Wardrop, James West land. 
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The Abolition of the Tea Case. 

MOTION OF PROTEST PROPOSKI> BY THE CHAIRMAN. 

The Chairman ; — The resolution stands in my name : — “ That this Associa- 
tion refjrets the decision of the Secretary of State for tlie Colonies to ‘top the 
Export Duty on Tea at the end of 1908, and would express the hope that if 
when the time arrives, alar^o majority of the Tea producers are in favour of 
its retention, he will reconsider the question.’* He said : — That resolution, ^ 
■gentlemen, pretty well sets forth our views in the matter : we all hope and 
trust that the improvement in the price of tea and its general position may 
continue so that at the end of 1908 the tea cess may not be so necessary as it 
is now ; but there other subjects for which wo possibly may find the cess 
valuable and convenient, and to it might he added such other products as 
might also contribute to anything for the general benefit. Ft is not iny intention 
to press home this matter now, for this is not the time to do so. We shall know 
better in another year or a year and a half, and that will be the time to raise an 
agitation. At present this vote is merely a vote of protest, and T hope, as such, 
it will find the support of this general meeting. /'Cheers.) 

The Hon. Mr Rosling: — Mr. Chairman and gentleman, I would like to say 
a few words in suppoit of this motion ; for 1 think it is a matter of great i egret 
that the total abolition of the cess should have been decided upon in face 
of the opinion of the majority of tea producers, merely at the instance 
of a comparatively small but noisy minority at home. The Secretary of 
State has, doubtless, based his action on the agitation of this small 
minority or pos.sibly, more correctly speaking, the agent for the small 
minority — for the whole of the corresponclence or almost the whole of it has 
'emanated from one office at home. The agitation has (JOnsistently and per- 
sistently misrepresented and misconstrued everything that the Ce s f’om- 
mittee has ever said or done. But before I go further, I should like again to 
repeat what the objects of the *• Thirty Committee” have been. I have stated 
them several times before in this room. The Thirty Committee V’ efforts 
were purely Missionary ; they were Missionaries to preach tlie gospel of Ceylon 
tea in foreign lands, where the trade enterprise or channels had not been 
established, and directly this trade enterprise or channels had been established, 
they should witlulraw from these countries. I confess to-day it is impossible 
to show wluit results wc have got from advertisement, for directly we see 
the trade has reached a certain status we retire from that country. Our 
opponents at home are constantly asking us to prove what w(» have done to 
•establish our position. As I said, it is absolutely impossible for any man or 
men to point to any specific sale and say that is the result of a specific 
advertisement. No body of men and no trading firm could possibly do it ; 
but the fact remains that every large advertising corporation or Company, 
directly they have ceased to advertise, have invariably seen a falling off in 
their sales— noteably, I believe, Pears, Ltd., • who some years ago reduced their 
advertising, but had to renew it on a large scale. One of the great causes of 
<;omplaint against us, was, I think, for establishing a bonus for 

THK FOSTERING OF GREEN TEA. 

^rhat green tea trade was started at a time when we were producing blacks in 
^ quantity the markets could not deal with. We were face to face with large 
•quantities produced at a losing rate and we felt that if we did not in the future 
•establish a trade, we should foster it then ; for every million lb. of tea taken 
off the market was so much black tea turned into green. It, therefore, reduced 
the production of black tea for the benefit of the black tea jiroducer. 
^Cheers). As things have turned out, we have done better and we have started 
•and established on a good sound basis a green tea trade ot 4 million lbs. per 
annum which is remunerative in itself and which I think it will not bo denied 
is an advantage to the trade generally. (Cheers). The Secretary of State, os a 
member of the Liberal Government, appears to have rather peculiar views in 
dealing with Ceylon affairs. The whole community has been clamouring for 
•extension of railways, extensionoof hospitals and other public works, ana no- 
thing h^ been done ; and yet when a small minority makes suificieut declama- 
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tion in the face of the majority of tea-producing interests — and remember 
that that minority comprises men, the majority of whom in no sense of the 
word can be said to bo in direct touch with Ceylon, whereas the men out here 
have their little all invested in this business or, if they have not money actually 
invested, their hole meaiis of livelihood is absorbed in this business—and yet 
they arc able to carry tbeir views. As the Chairman pointed out, this is not 
the time to proceed with any great agitation. We have still two yeiu*s before 
us, but if a year hence the cess is found necessary, I trust al' will join 
with us in pressing for it. (Cheers). There is very little use in going into 
the issues raised by Mr- l^rooke. Mr. Brooke has put bis name to so many 
documents, I do not think 1 need suppress his name. Ilis nlatform is an 
entirely different platform from ours, lie maintains we arc absolutely useless, 
we maintain wc have dune a certain amount of good ; and so long as our views 
arc so entirely and diametrically opposed, no amount of argument will convince 
the other side. I do not think it is necessary to labour the question any 
more. The position has be(‘n kept before you ever since the cess was started. 
So long as our teas were not known, we felt we should have money at onr 
disposal for pushing these teas. To day the prospect is bright, but ht>w long 
will that remain so ? — and we may yet sec, a year hence, the production from 
India and Ceylon on such a basis that it may be necessary to still push oin- 
toas in foreign countries. (Clieers). 

Mr. A. II. TiroMAS : — T wish to say a few words on this resolution l)efore tlu' 
House— nut for it, hut against it. I am very much surprised at the Hon. 
Member’s speech, because I heard quite recently that Mr. Rosling told the 
planting community that the time had come to reduce this (jess gradually, and 
he was the first to propose this reduction of 10 cents from 80 to 20 c(Mtts, and 
that it should, by degrees, be exhausted and done away with altogether, and 
that is really what the Secretary of State is doing at present. 1 am also suv- 
prised that tlie ’Chairman should bring before ns this resolution without giving 
one reason why tlie Secretary of State came to this decision. If the Chairman 
had no authority, surely our Planting Member had anthority to bring before 
the House the .strong reasons they have for coming to this iuipoitant decision. 
But nothing has come before us — not a word. This order has come out 
from home, and Government has gazetted it. I tliink it was gazetted since 
they saw the Cliainnan’s motion that was coming before us to-day. Govem- 
lueiit w(?re .sliarp enough to have it gazetted, and I reall^>' thought it would not 
come before us to-day. There is, no doubt, a large number of you w ho will carry 
it to-day against a minority -a great minority, I say. Another thing at 
which I was surprised was that the honorable gentleman, because wc 
happc’u to be in the minority, should say that we are noisy mein- 
bers. I d(j not think wo, have been noisy enough. Tiie Secretary 
of State* has given us no r(‘asoiis, therefore, until we find out these reasons, 
I do not think this motion should he caiTi(:*d to-day. Another thing, gentlemen, 
1 am a ta.v-payer—I am a heavy tax-payer. I pay Ks. 1,000 out of my own 
pocket, and I am very loth to pay it. I do nut think this expenditure is of such 
great benefit to us as the “ Thirty Committecj ” think it has been, I believe it 
was state(.l in the notice calling this meeting to-day, that a statement of 
accounts for the past year would he laid upon the tahfe, but gentieiuen, when- 
ever that statement of accounts is laid upon the table, a motion is brought 
before us. I should like to .see tin* accjouiits tliree months beforehand,, 
so that we might look into them and sec how the money was spent 
— to see what good work —or latlier what bad w'ork, was done. You 
must acknowledge vve have gooi’i men at home and in America who 
have the common sense to look into his matter and ask the question 
whether this cess is doing good and whether all this money is really 
.'•pent in a way that we got the benfit by it. I say they are good men and true,, 
doing their best, and it i.s not from selfi-shness. It is a matter of trade. It is^ 
a matter of business an(l they de.serve encouragement for going on although 
they find themselves in a vast minority. I do not know' whether Mr. 
Webster is here to-day and if ho will say i»few words, if he Is a member of 
this Association. Gentlemen,! know very little about the “ Thiity Com- 
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mittee/’ but I think the liivge majority of the “ Thirty Coinmitiee" iiave 
come to the conclusion that Mr. Courtney has done well for the Committee 
and for Ceylon. Well, gentlemen, he has told ns plainly in black and 
white from his experience there for the last year, that Mr. Mackenzie’s 
work was not suitable — that is, leading tea men out thei e do not appreciate 
the way the money was spent, and that tluTo was some hole-and-corner 
work and that money was spent in places wluM-e it should nob be si)ent 
and had not made the market for our tea it should have ; suul we are also told 
by experienced men, there are districts where the tea enterprise is fiourishing 
and where no cess money has been spent. All these are matters for consider- 
ation ; so do not run like a flock of sheep and put your hands np for this resolu- 
tion. (Laughter). You should ponder over these things. Von liave (.‘oino to the 
conclusion that jMr. Courtney is doing very well and that Mr. .Mackenzie was 
a mistake. [The Chairman -No ! no IJ Mr. Mackcai/ie has spent a lot of money, 
and then you come to the eonclnsion that Mr. Courtney’s work is good ami 
Mr. Mackenzie's work is all had. Y"ou can’t run with the hare and hunt with 
the hounds. You must eitlicT decide that Mr. Courtney has d(>ne well in his 
year. He has this year and another year to run, and I have no doubt the money 
you will seiul him will he honestly and f^^irly sptmt bn* onr interest. Gentlemen, 
I hope this resoltUkm will not be carried to-day, l>ut that it will he postponed 
and that w v should km»w Hr.st of all the reiison why the Sec-retary of State has 
come to this decision. (Hear, hoar.) 

Mr. M. H. TiroM.vs (who was roecived with cliecrs) : -I should like to 
make a few remarks in answ(M* to the excellent speech we have just heard — 
though excellent in disapproving and not approving of tlio motion. Were it not 
that the Chairman, in proposing this motion, distinctly said that he thought 
now was nob the time to do more than record our prote.st against th- action 
of the Seer tary (»f Stat(i in bringing the cess to a sudden termination, 1 think 
a great deal more might be said than we heard from onr (.’hairman as 
to the expediency, at any rate, if not th<‘ necessity, of tlu‘ cess being 
continued. (Hear. hear). Hut I take it that ilio resolution now is simply a 
protest and that wo defer to a future time our right and duty of putting forward 
such arguments as wo have to show tliat tlic decision of the Sccr(‘tary of State 
is not quite in accordance with what this coimtrN at, any rate, believes in. 
(Hear, hear). The Secretary of State take.s his view on a v(‘ry staind and very 
proper basis. Ho says : Here is a cess -- here is a case where Govern inent 
has taken upon itself to enforce the private wishes — to compel a contribution 
at the instam-e of a majority — a \ery large inajority- -of those interested in 
the benefit that is expeet<‘d to be deri\ed from it. .Among those who pay that 
cess, there are undoubtedly either members, wbt», from their own point of 
view, do not gain by the eontinuanco of the cess. They are in fact ta.ved by 
(loverniueiit against their will.'' He had yet to learji what His Excellency the 
Governor stated in his letter — that the minority had, if they chose, the 
opportunity of expressing their wishes in accordance! witli those representatives 
of the Association. Having done so, or having had the means of doing so, it 
is scarcely fair of them to say, “ w'c few object, you must li.^ten to us and 
not listen to the majority of those iiicinbcts of the J’lantcrs’ .Association who 
have proposed and passed tliis resolution.*’ Thu decision of the Planters * 
Association is supposed to be binding on the members of that Association, and 
what Government points out — and, I think, most justly and rightly — in that 
the place to bring forward thes(‘ objections is in the Association itself, not in 
letters to London. (Hear, h^ar). I do not suppose any form of taxation was 
ever assented to yet which had not some objectors. If you want to wait for 
universal consent to taxation of every kind, yon will have to wait till the Greek 
Kalends ; but, as I have said, the motion, which I sincerely hope will be passed, 
is purely one of protest, and, when the time comes for deciding it I sincerely 
trust we shall hnve a very much stronger ease to put before the Secretary of 
State than any om* [>r(‘scnt has any idea of. This Association, 1 have been 
informed lately", docs not c[uito possess tho influence with the present Govern- 
ment that we "have been in the habit of expecting. I think, Sir, that possibly 
the reason for that belief— whether correct or not, I cannot say— is the 
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f?reafc change that has taken place in the proprietorship of land under agricul- 
ture in Ceylon and has diminished the influence of the small number of 
resident planters here. That should not be the case. Our merchants in 
Colombo are now, many of them, members of this Association and are all more 
or less interested in the Association. They are in fact not only merchants 
but Planters in Ceylon. Tliey represent some of the largest interests in all our 
produce and in all our doings, and I cannot help thinking that some effort 
might be made to get the merchants to consider subjects more as members of 
the Association and planters in the representative capacity in which they stand 
with regard to the Companies they I’eprosont and aid us in bringing before 
Government strongly the mistake they would be committing by listening to a 
few members — a few noisy remarks, as they have been called, or perhaps 
noisy objections — rather than give effect to the weighty deliberations and 
mature opinions of this Association. (Cheers). 

Mr. Westland I had no intention of rising to speak at this meeting to- 
day, had our friend Mr. Thomas kept his seat. (Laughter). As he has got on 
his legs, I now may be excused for giving my own views. I think, if we look 
round the room and remember the money that has been .spent on tea, Ve begin 
to realise that it was not all spent above ground. We sunk a great amount of 
the money got by means of the cess in the Chicago Exhibitum. Beside the 
large Exhibition there, there have been other large Exhibitions, notably the 
Exhibition in Paris. Our Commissioner in America was sent there to work, 
but it was uphill work, as he could get no one to handle our teas at all. They 
■were despised and rejected, and nobody would look at them. He goi. a few 
lea<ling tea merchants to take them up, however, and others saw that they had 
got hold of a good thing, and would have liked to follow their example, but 
the Commissioner's funds were limited. The cess at the time was sinalh and it 
was a good step when the Thirty Committee got it increased. When it was 
increased, look how the promotion went ahead. We were then told, make 
green tea ; and a good thing it was too. Those who did so made a little money 
to keep them afloat and I would remind Mr. Thomas that had it not been for 
the cess, probably a great m£^ny estates would havo bean abandoned. (Hear, 
hear). I remember, and so does Mr. Thomas, when we felt as sure of making 
our fortunes by cinchona as we saw the stars i i the heavens. When cinchona 
was booming, we were all going to make our fortunes ; but we couU not fofoe 
cinchona into the world as we had been forcing tea. I remember when the 
Germany campaign was proposed, it was jeered at right and left ; but the 
Thirty Committee thought otherwise. They took up the work, and what was 
the result ? They had not got enough money, but we had an able man in 
Mr. Renton. What we gave him was a pittance, and on that pittance he had 
to go through the whole of the Continent of Europe. Still, what has he done ? 
At one time — not ten years ago— you could scarcely buy tea on the Continent 
of Europe, ft was sold in chemi.sts* shops as a headache cure. (Laughter). 
That is a fact. It was not drunk on the Continent of Europe. Now, you may 
drink it in twenty houses where there was not one befo»e. You can buy tea 
there — not exactly called Ceylon tea, and why? Because, it is too good and 
is taken to blend with the China stuff. It is sold as tea, though not as Ceylon 
tea, and our Continental Commissioner is hard- worked. It is like giving a 
manager a 700-acro estates and giving him a 200-aore pittance to manage it 
on. The comparison is odious. (Laughter). Now we have given Mr. Renton 
JB10,000 this year and ho is now able to go on with his work and say to people, 

“ I will give you little to start a tea house, and say ” I will run the snow for 
you for a month or two and see how yon get on.'* Still our friend says we 
have done no good. What do the groat tea buyers say about us, for instance 
Messrs. W. Jas. and Henry Thomi:)son in their circular? If my friend reads 
the newspapers, he would see that they are constantly referring to the work the 
Ceylon planters are doing in pushing their teas in foreign lands. If wc had 
had more money, our success would have been greater. I remember the time 
when a 50- cent cess was advocated. I myself supported it, though I could 
not very well afford it, but I felt it was the right thing to do, and 1 would do 
it yet. (Cheers), 
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Thtt Ohalrman In Reply. 

The Chaibman : - 1 do not intend to say very much in windinj^ up this 
discussion except this ; I desire most emphatically to correct Mr. Thomas in 
saying that we looked upon Mr. Mackenzie as a failure. The Thirty Committee 
has arrived at no such conclusion at all, and I distinctly stated this in my 
opening speech. 1 told you what had been decided upon as clearly as I could, 
and at the present moment the Thirty Committee are awaiting results. I have 
no doubt whatever - although I have no return — that he has done excellent 
work for the island of Ceylon. He had to take the initiative and did really 
hard work when Ceylon tea was almost unknown on the Continent of America. 
As regards Mr. Thomas’ remarks as to Mr. Kosling’s advocating the abolition of 
the cess he never advocated that policy. He advocated the reduction of the 
cess. We are all ready to reduce the cess as far as w'o possibly can. There is 
no fun in taxing ourselves. Wc all like to make taxation as light as possible, 
but we want to have the power to force our business whenever it is nece.s.'^ary 
and whenever prices may go down. As for there » eing no reason given for 
recalling the cess, I can only conclude that Mr. Thomas does not read the 
newspapers, for if he did, he would have found His Excellency's despatch 
on the subject and Lord Elgin’s reply — [Mr. Thomas : I saw them] — in 
which he gives reasojis, 1 don’t say I agree to the reasons. In fact, I 
thoroughly disagree with them. Lord Elgin bases his objection to the cess on 
the fact that there is a minority against it. lie overlooks the fact that four- 
fifths of the planters are in favour of it. There never was a law yet — and 
Lord Elgin » poke of tlio cess as a law — tl at found universal approval. (Hear, 
hear). The party that has returned T.oid Elgin to power does not represent 
the unanimous opinion of tlie country or even tlie great majority. 1 do not 
know what are the figures of the present Government, but the figures usually are 
that six-elevenths force their opinions upon the five-elevenths. That is to say,, 
there is usually a majority of onc-eleventh which taxes and makes laws for 
the rest [Mr. Thomas : That is for carrying on the Government]. This is, 
as I have said, a law. Lord Elgin himself de.sci ibcd it as a law, and I do not 
understand, I must say, Lord Elgin’s position in the matter — though pro- 
bably he know s his business better than I, for it appears to me tJiat he spoke 
of the law as not to be entertained, because there is a minority a; ainst it. 
He is going against the root of all laws and of all Government. As regards 
the jK^rtion of America in which the cess is not known, I can only say that we 
spe> d the cess as far as it goes. We did not intend the money to go over the 
whole continent, but as far as it goes it has been, as far as we can judge, of the 
best advantage to our coinimniity. 1 do not think it is necessary to detain 
you with furtlier remarks on the subject. I now ]mt the resolution to the 
meeting. (Cheers). The resolution was carrictl, 68 voting for and two against. 

After a discussion the resolutioji was put to the meeting and earned unani- 
mously. 

The Rubber Estates and the Agency. 

The (^HAiUMAN : — A resolution “ That pending the intro<hiction of the above 
.«?ohome, the acreage cultivated in rubber not only in bearing should pay 5 cents 
per acre instead of 10 cents towards the Coast Agency,” was also carried. 

This conchuh^d tin* meeting. 


The Coffee crop of Java is almost a failure, being only one-half of last yearns, 
which was a very small crop ; some of the Central American States and India will 
also have a much Binaller quantity to export, so that though there cannot possi- 
bly be any shortage of common quantities, the kinds wanted most for the home 
trade will certainly not be abundant. The Costa Rica crop i.s turning out verv 
inferior ; lieavy rains seems to have spoilt the beans just after flowering and 
again at the time of gathering, so that some of the very beat marks are sending 
Coffee of only ordinary quality. It is earlv yet to speak of the ci*op as a whole 
but it is evident that really fine quality will be scarce and prices will in'eonse* 
quence be high, with a much greater margin between the medium and fine 
descriptions than is usually the case. 
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INDIAN TEA CESS COMMITTEE. 

Bonus to encourage the Manufacture of Indian 
Green Tea. 

At the half-yearly meeting of the Indian Tea Cess Committee held on the :i9bh 
January 1907, it was resolved that a bonus of six pies per pound be offered on 
two million pounds of green tea to be manufactured on Indian estates, and to 
be exported during the year ending .Slst March 1908. 

In accordance with this resolution, the Executive Cominittoe have framed the 
following rules : — 

(1) The bonus will be paid on green teas made in India and exported to 

foreign countries, including any pcirt of the British Empire outside 
of India. 

(2) The Committee reserve the right to refuse payment of the bonus in 

any case where (after examination of the samples drawn under Rule 
5) they consider the tea unsuitable from coarseness of leaf, error in 
manufacture, or unsound condition. No bonus will be paid on dust. 

(3) The Committee recommend those making green tea for the first time 

to submit s niples of their earl}' manufacture for examination. The 
leaf to be used for the manufacture of green tea should not be coarser 
than that ordinarily plucked for black tea manufacture. 

(4) When teas upon which bonus is claimed have arrived at port of ship- 

ment, samples must be drawn, and sent to the Committee ; and on 
approval of these, and on proof of ex[)ort, the l)onn8 will be paid. 

(5) Proprietors or Agents of Gardens who are prepared to manufacture 

green tea during the season 1907, should fill up the accompanying 
form, and return it to the Secretary not later than Slst March, 1907 

(6) Any dispute arising as to the interpretation or working of the fore- 

going Rules shall bo referred to the Tribunal of Arbitration of the 
Bengal Chamber of Commerce to be determined in accordance witli 
the Rules for the time being of the Tribunal. 


INDIAN TEA ASSOCIATION, CALCUTTA. 

Extract from abstract of the Proceedings of a Meeting of the General Com- 
mittee held at Calcutta on the 22nd January 1907. 

Coprempondenoe with the Indian Tea Assoolation, London, 

— Letters dated 28th December 190f) and 14th January 1907 from the Secretary 
to the Indian Tea Association (London), having been circulated, were bnmght 
up for final consideration and disposal. The principal subjects dealt with in 
these letters were the following ; — 

{a) Ceylon Import Duty . — In his letter of 4th January 1907, Sir James 
Buckingham acknowledged receipt of copy of letter from the Gov- 
ernment of India to the Association, dated 4th December, stating 
that Lord Elgin is unwilling to re-open this question at present. Sir 
James Buckingham was to place this letter before his Committee 
at their next meeting, and he was also communicating it to Mr. 
J. D. Rees, to obtain his opinion on the advisability of again raising 
the question in the House of Commons. 

The Committee decided to do nothing further in the meantime until Mr 
Reeses opinion had been obtained. 

ih) Franco- British Exhibition^ 1908.— With his letter of 4th January, Sir 
James Buokinj^ham sent a copy of a Circular regarding the Franco* 
British Exhibition proposed to bo held in London in 1908. ' 
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The Committee noted with interest what was being done in connection with 
the proposed Exhibition. 

United States Food and Di*ugs Aot, 1906 .— A letter of 8th 
January from the Indian Tea Cess Committee was to be recorded. AVith it 
were forwarded a letter of 7th December 1906 from Mr. Blechynden, the Tea 
Cess Committee’s representative in An. erica, and a copy of the Buies and 
Begulations for the enforcement of this Act. Mr. Blechynden advised that, 
so far as had been ascertained, the provisions of the Act would not affect im- 
porters of tea. 

Taa Cess Committee. — A letter of 8bh January from the (Government 
of Indi • asked the Association to submit the name of a gentleman to succeed 
Mr A. Topping, whose resignation of his seat on the Indian Tea Cess Com- 
mittee has been accepted. The Committee decided to consult with the London 
Association before making a recommendation, and accordingly agi’ced to wire 
to London for their opinion. • 

A letter from the Government of India of lOlh January 1907 notified the 
appointment of Mr. Lotikharfc Smith to the vacancy catised in the Tea Cess 
Committee by the resignation of Mr. T. Traill. The letter was to be recorded . 

Solentiflo Department. — A letter ot 10th January from Or. Mann 
was read. Dr. Mann asked to be allowed to publish a Teclniic;il Seientifi*- 
paper on Red Bust of Tea in the Memoirs of the Department of Agriculture in 
India, and explained that the Government had offered to publish the work an<l 
bear all the expense connected with the preparation of the numerous coloured 
plates required The Committee agreed to authorise Dr. Mann to a(?cept the 
offer of the Government of I ndiii. 


Extract from abstract of the Proceedings of a Meeting of llu* (ieiicral Com- 
mittee held on the 5th February 1007. 

Cornespondeiioe with the Indian Tea Aeeoolatlony London. 

— Letter dated lllh January from tlie Secretary to thp Indian Tea Association 
(London), which had been circulated, was before the Coniniittee, and there 
was read his letter of 17th January. 

Ceylon Import Duty . — Sir James Buckingham reported that he had heard 
from Mr. J. D. Rees, who wrote that when all the Tea Associations made iheir 
joint protest, it might be well to bring the matter up again. 

The Committee presumed that Mr. Bees referred to a resolution passed at a 
meeting of the Darjeeling Planters’ Association, on 27th (X'tober last, that the 
several Tea District Associations should be writUm to with a view to united 
action being taken in bringing to the notice of this Association and Government 
the injustice done to the producer of Indian Teas in the matter of the respec- 
tive duties levied on teas imported into India and Ceylon. The Committee 
had not, so far, heard anything more of this proposal, and presuuied that it is 
still under consideration. But they decided that iu the meantime copies of 
the resolutions which they had received from the local Association should be 
forwarded to the London Association. 

Franco- British ExhiHtioHy 1908 , — Sir James Buckingham forwarded further 
papers relating to this Exhibition, and these the Committee |>eru8ed with 
interest. 

Tea Cees Committee. — As arranged at 1 st meeting, a wire was sent 
to the London Association intimating the resignation from the Cess Committee 
of Mr. A. Topping, and asking tliera to nominate his successor. A reply had 
been received nominating Mr. I^kbart Bmith, who had already been appoint- 
ed to succeed Mr. T. TraUl. It was arranged, however, that Mr. Smith ^ould 
represent the London Tea Association on the Cess Committee, and Mr. D. 
Youngson was to be recommended to the Government of India as the successor 
to Mr. Topping. 
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TEA. 

The Glasgow Estate Co., Ltd., (('eylon) declares a crop for 1906 of 4,000,408 
lbs, tea off 620 acres in full and 80 in partial bearing. The average net price 
roa'ised was 44*74 cents, or say 74 annas, while the cost of the tea laid down in 
Colombo was 25*28 cents per lbs., or a little over 4 annas per lb. Divi<lcnd for 
tlie year 22 per cent. 

Ceylon Green Teas. 

THK FALLINO OFF IN EXPORTS. 

The ‘‘Ceylon Customs Returns” for the year 1906 shows that during the 
year 8,874 994 lbs, of green tea were shipped from the Island, Canada and 
the United States being the chief consumers. Compared with the previous 
year’s exports, a slight rise in the quantity sent out is noted, but the drop from 
1908, when Ceylon greens were at their height, is considerable. Com]mvativ€r 
figures from previous Gusjoms Returns are as follows : — 

lbs. 


1902 


. . 2,602,882 

19a8 


. . 8,286,768 

1904 


. . 5,394,819 

1903 


.. 3 086,177 

1906 


.. 8,784 ,09 f 

The exports to the United States and Canada 

United States, 
lbs. 

alone are : 

Canada. 

lbs. 

1902 

.. 1,264,808 
.. 8,522,477 

736,584 

1903 

. . 2.695,025 

1904 

46,907 

1,584 888 

1905 

621,589 

.. 1.285,300 

1906 

601,470 

. . 1.763,966 


Tea Trade with Russia. 


THE LIMIT OF PRODUCTION. 

In view of the recent revival of Jilt crest in Indian and Ceylon tea shares, a 
representative of the “Financial Times called upon Messrs. Hancock Th’os. 
and Co., of 28, Mincing-lane, for the purpose of learning their views as to tho 
trade position. These, says our con teniporai‘y, w(tc pretty much as folhnvs: 

“ The situation is an albogcthc’ oxti’aordinary one, and opens otit u very 
bright prospect for Indian and Ceylon tea companies, and particularly the latter. 
What it is had better be indicated by (pioting figures Here is the record of 
prices actually paid during the month of August last for Indian and Cleylon teas. 
The average price in tlie publitr sal(‘.s for Indian teas was T^d- per lb. for Coyloji 
tea 64d per lb, Now compare tluj mid-Hecember pi’iccs following: — The average 
for Indian teas was 8d. per lb. and fin* Ceylon teas 8’66d. In the Utter case the 
rise is 2d. p ‘rib., and try to imagine tlie enormous difference that makes in 
the case of deliveries whicli mount up, as they have done for the last two years, 
to over 190 million lbs ! ” 

“ Well, wliat is the chief cau.se of ilic rise in pi ice *?’’ in(pnre<l onr r(*pri\senta- 
tive. 

“Put in brief, the answer to that question is : — Shorter supplies from Ce^dou 
and increased deliveries. Here is the last luilf-yeaidy report, issued on the 2nd 
instant, by the Tea Brokers* Ass iciation of London, for tlie period from June 1 
to December 81, liK)6. There you see that on December 81, 1905, the stock 
of Ceylon tea in bond was some 27,608,000 lbs.; on the corro^onding date 
of 1906 the stocks amounted to no more than 19,812,000 lbs. The deliveries, 
however, are far from having reflected this movement, for the last half of 1904 
they were 56,614,000 lbs.; for the last half of 1905 they amounted to 67,155,000 
lbs. and for the last half of 1906 they advanced to 67,722,000 lbs. Thus, you 
see, the demand for Ceylon tea is steadily inereasin?, and it looks very mnoh 
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as if we should i>ot be able to meet the demand in 1907, for whereas the 
imports for the last half of 1906, as you. see, stood at 64,586,000 lbs., they have 
fallen during the past six months to 68,296,000 lbs. 

“ Now under these circumstances, we think aii}^ shareholder in Ceylon tea 
companies would bo very ill-advised to sell out at present in disgust at the hard 
times the tea trade seems to have been having for some years past. The 
prosperity now begi* ning will affect all companies, great and small, for it 
proceeds from quite general rauses — namely, the taste of the various tea 
consumers, and not from any particular cause, such as the judicious inr.nage- 
lUent of any individual comanics. 

“Ceylon tea is, of course, largely drunk in England, though not so nnicli as 
Indian tea, but it is America, Canada, Russia, and Germany wliere the rajjid in- 
crease in consumption is taking place. Look at our Custom House returns. There 
you see our exports of tea have increased from 22 850,000 lbs in 1906 to 
84.554,000 Ihs. in 1906, and the tliree countries mentioned have been oiir chief 
customers, the hulk of the tea exported to th m having been Indian and Ceylon. 
In addition to this traffic, direct exports from Colombo and Calcutta to other 
countries besides the kingdom are in an increasing ratio, leaving, naturally, less 
for this market. . . . Russia now bids fair to be an excellent customer for 

Ceylon tea ’ 

** Then, what has caused the revolution in American taste?” inquired our 
representative. 

“ Partly the immigration of people who drink black tea— Iridi, Scotch, and 
others’^ — was the answer. Their taste has gradually como to prevail, and 
American retailers find they must give up their Japanese buying to please their 
customers, and when American business people once get a notion into their 
head, they do not hesitate to put their money on it, as you know. When they 
once begin, they do things with a rush, and during the past three or four 
months orders have incroasod from America.’’ 

With reference to the outlook for production, India, on account of its vast 
area of production, held the key of the market, but the Island of Ceylon was, 
from one point of view, in a more enviable position. “It looks as if Ceylon had 
now about reached tlie limit of its production. The interest in rubber has, of 
course, been great, and the planting of rubber trees has been engaged in 
vigorously by various proprietors of tea areas. The rubber tree, however, 
works to the detriment of the tea while planted among the tea bushes by ex- 
hausting the moisture in the soil and cau.sing too dense shade, and the tea area 
pf Ceylon will thus be greatly circuinscribecl. It is a question if it can be any 
farther extended or if the tea product can be at all increased. The demand, how- 
ever, for Ceylon tea is certainly on the increase, and s > the price must rise, and 
with it, it is only reasonable to believe, the price of Ceylon Tea share.s all 
round.’* 

Coffee planters in Jamaica have been advised to extend the area of coffee 
cultivation. It is remarked that ** coffee planted now cannot come in for four 
or five years, and by that time the increased consumption which has been pro- 
moted by the long prevalence of low prices, added to the possible, if not proba- 
ble, diminution of supplies from South America, may combine to make the crop- 
once more a very profitable one. At any rate it is not likely to be under any 
greater disadvantage than at present and it is not subject to great loss by 
hurricanes.” 

The Kalutara Planters’ Association, Ceylon, represents some 15,665 acres of 
tea. The tea estimate for — 

Black tea. Green tea. Total. 

1907 is 6,367,000 1,806,000 7.672 000 

1907 was 7,180,000 628,000 7,808,000 

Total amount secured in 1906 was 6,282,275 1,188,401 7,466,67fi 

Shortage — 885,834. . . 
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Insaot Paata of Tea and Rubber. 

M. E. Ernest Green, Government Entomologist^ Ceylon, contributes the fol- 
lowing to the January issue of the Colombo Agricultural Society Magazine : — 

TKA TORTBIX. 

The *Tea Tortrix’ (Capua coffeama\ which has been a serious pest in 
Maskeliya for several years, is reported to have almost disappeared from that 
district. An occasional caterpillar can be found, but the extensive fields of 
blighted bushes are no longer apparent. This relief i* to be accounted for 
partly by recent inclement weather, but more particularly to the increase of the 
natural enemies of the insect. The small Ichneumonid fly, described on p. 194 
of the Tropical Af/riculturisi Vol. XXV. No. 1, (July, 1906) is said to have been 
very busy in the infected fields. 

The Tortrix pest seems to have moved on to other localities. 1 have received 
reports of damage from the Hatton and Nawlapitiya districts. Living specimens 
of the parasite should be imported to these districts from Maskeliya, where 
it has apparently gained the masteiy and will be in danger of dying out for 
want of food ' 

TKA NETTLK-GUUB. 

An outbreak of the ‘Morowak-korale Nettle-grub’ ( Thoseu recta ) has 
occurred on an estate near Kandy. The caterpillars had completely defoliated 
the bushes over the infected area. As this pest has on several occasions proved 
a very troublesome one to chock, strong measures were recommended, namely, 
the immediate penning of the infested Imslies and the destruction of the prun- 
ings by fire. A belt of quicklime round the pruned area will help to kCi^p the 
caterpillars from straying to the surrounding fields. 

TEA APHIS. 

A correspondent has sent me some yoaiig tea shoots thickly infected by the 
common tea aphis (Ceylonia theaecola, Buckton ) and expresses some alarm at 
the prevalence of this insect on his tea. This is a pest of really little im- 
portance and requires no special treatment. It has so many natural enemies 
that it is always very rapidly checked. The specimens submitted were already 
badly parasitized, and I felt confident in predicting that within a week or ten 
days^ time there would be some difficidty in finding a single living insect in the 
fields now so strongly infested . 

OEAKA SEED WORMS. 

THq following letter referring to the failure of Ceard seeds after planting, has 
been received from an Indian correspondent: — “lhave to report that some 
Ceard rubber seed treated in the usual manner namely, that of filing— was sown 
in boxes raised from the ground to prevent the incursion of insect pests. A 
very small proportion has sprouted and the remainder are, I find, being eaten 
by hundreds of small white hair-like ‘hoolas* (worms ?) which seem to have 
bred in the seed. Th se ‘hoolas’ have got dark heads. The seed, on being 
opened, is alive wi h them. The soil has been treated repeatedly with strong 
kerosene emulsion and, while all other insects have been killed thereby, the 
treatment has had no effect on those pests. I shall be glad to hear from you 
as to what 1 should do, and at the same time you might inform me if this is a 
known rubber pest.” 

I replied that “ This is 

NOT A BBGOGNISRD RUBBER PEST 

and is probably not confined to Geara seeds. The worms must have entered 
the seed from the soil after they had been filed. Possibly the filing was too 
deep and had injured the kernel of the seed. 1 would suggest baking the soil 
before planting the seeds. But as this treatment will more or less sterilize 
the soil, the addition of some suitable manure will be necessary after the germi- 
nation of the seeds. Well rotted leaf mould and old cattle or stable manure 
(^Uced to an earthy consistency) might then be spread upon the soil or 
dibbled into it. This will bring back a supply of the necessary nitrifying bacteria 
which will not be introduced by purely artificial manures.** 
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Railways in Planting Districts, 

The foilowinp speech was delivered by the Hon ble Mr. 8, M. hVaaor, o.i.e. 
•Ohief Commissioner of Coorg, in reply to certain addresses presented to him at 
Virajpet on the 18th Febrnary 1907. 

•(lENTIiKMEN, 

It will be convenient if I give a joint reply to the addresses which have been 
I>resented to me by the representatives of the Mcrcarii, Yedonalkad and Kig- 
^atnad Taluks ami of the South Coorg Agricultural Association on the subject 
of the proposed Mysore, Coorg and Tellicherry Railway scheme. 1 welcome 
this opportunity of explaining to you exactly how this question now stands 
o,nd of telling you what the local Administration has been doing in the matter 
of improved communication for tho Province of ('oorg. In the first place let 
me sketch briefly the history of the railway project. The survey of the two 
lines, Arsikere- Mangalore and Mysorc-ToHicherry, was carried out in 1899 
under the orders of the Government of Madras, the cost being divided between 
the Government of India and the Mysore Durbar. Subsequently Mr. Puttanna 
Chetty. now a member of the Mysore Council, was deputed to report on th<3 

E robabie traffic receipts of the two lines. The information which resulted may 
e thus summarised, as regards the Mysore-Tellicbnrry project. 

The total length of the line would be 144 miles, comprising the following 
sections estimated to cost in round figures (on a 2 feet 6 inches gauge). 

Mysore ... ... 56 miles ... 28 lakhs. 

Coorg ... ... 88 ., ... 17 „ 

Malabar ... ... 55 „ ... 45 ,, 


Total... 144 miles ... 85 lakhs 


A later estimate places the probable cost at roughly 90 lakhs, and you will 
thus see that the framers of the addresses arc hardly concept in tunning the 
project a small one. 

On the basis of the traffic receipts as worked out by Puttiinna (‘hetty, 
the return on the capital outlay, it was calculated, would bai ely exceed 8 per 
cent. The scheme was submitted to the Government of India, who, in 
expressed regret that the limited programme for railway expenditure in all 
India had so many claims on it from localities which could show better returns 
than those promised by the Mysore-Tellicherry project, that there was little 
prospect of its finding a place in that programme for many years to come, 
unless something could bo done to show that it deserved a higher place than 
seemed to be due t > it. The Government of India then went on to enquire 
whether the Mysore Durbar, the Malabar District Board and the Coorg 
Administration would be willing to guarantee interest on tlie cost of construc- 
ting their respeefcive portions of the line, adding, in the case of Coorg, tlie query 
whether in view of the special value of tho I'lrilway to that province, interest 
would further be guaranteed to such extent as might be necessary to cover 
Huch part of the interest on the entire line as might not be covered by 
guai*anteo offered by the other interested parties. The reply to those ques- 
tions was as follows : — 

The Mysore Durbar declined to offer a guarantee, their attitude being one 
-of indifference in view of more important projects. The District Board of 
Malabar was not willing to tax itself in support of the railway, 

MMth regard to Coorg, it was pointed out that while a limited guarantee 
.might be unobjectionable, the province had not tho financial independence 
entitling it to offer any guarantee ; the Planters, however, were willing to 
guarantee a reasonable proportion of the interest on the capital cost within 
^org limits. In these circumstances the support offered was considered to 
amount to practically nothing and the matter wtvs postponed by tlie Madras 
fGovemraent until conditions appeared more favoiiable. 

The question, however, was not allowed by the Coorg Planters* Association 
to drop. With the local Administration^ they recognized that the question of 
getting a milway was narrowed to a cleai- issue, vh., the willingness of one of 
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the two territorial Administrations on either side of Coorg, viz,^ Mysore and 
Malabar, to join Coorg in guaranteeing the interest on the cost of construction 
of section of the railway, which falls within their respective limits. 
Further enquiries were accor^ngly instituted but it was ascertained that 
neither the l)urbar nor the District Board of Malabar were in a position to 
support the line and so that matter rested at the time when I assumed the 
Chief Commissionership in November 1905 Before proceeding to mention 
what has been attempted since that date, it will mtUse the position still clearer 
if we refer to the reasons on which the attitude of the Government of India 
towards tliis line is based, and for this purpose I cannot do better than quote* 
from the reply which was returned oy the Viceroy, Lord Curzon, on 8tb 
August 1902, to the Coorg Planters* address. After acknowledging the skill 
with which the > rguraents fur the line had been marshalled in the address, 
His Excellency proceeded to say : — 

“ That you are much nearer in Coorg to the West than to the East Coast, 
that it would be an advantage to be placed in direct railway connection witli 
your factories and with your seaport at Tellicherry, that some of the resources 
of Coorg would thereby be move developed— all these are propositions vhich I 
readily endorse. They bring us, however, only to the doorstep of the main 
question, which is this ; Will the Mysore-Tellicherry railroad be the best means 
of effecting your objects ? If it be so, how is the railway to be financed ? Gentle- 
men, we have ia the Government of India what we call a railway programme, 
the limits of which are fixed annually by the Secretary of State, within which 
all railway projects involving either direct expenditure or any financial 
liability to Indian revenues are included, and which is made up from year to 
year upon a careful comparison of the railway needs of the whole country and 
of the remunerative aspects of the different undertakings. Now the .most 
sanguine estimates of the Tellichery line do not lead us to expect an initial 
return of moro than 3 per cent, on the capital spent in construction. There 
are many unexecuted railroads in others parts of India that promise better re- 
turns than this ; and there are many other, without ►ny disparagement to Coorg, 
which are far more tirgently required. 1 do not think, therefore, that the line 
which you advocate is likely to work its way up into the Government programme 
for some little time to come.” 

Lord Curzon then went on to point out that in cases where Government is 
unable to find the money, they aaopt a very sympathetic attitude towards any 
independent proposals for constructing lines % outside assistance, concluding 
as follosvs : — 

“ AVhat I have said comes to this, that, if you wait for the line to take its place 
in the Government programme, there will probably be some delay ; but that if 
you Want to hurry on the eonstiniction, then it is for the various interested* 
administrations or communities to give a practical proof of their confidence in 
the commercial character of the undertaking by offering to back it in whole or 
in part themselves.” 

1 have quoted, at length, from Lord Ourzon*s speech, because his words tersely 
but fully explain the permanent factors of the problem. As you have 
seen, the line in question must be regarded as a purely commercial undertaking 
—it 18 not a famine or a protective work— and we had to persuade the three 
i^rties interested, Malabar (i.e., the Government of Modrar), the Mysore 
Durbar, and ourselves, that the line would be one which would ultimately pay 
4% on its cost, and meanwhile would produce earnings that fall short of 4% by 
so small a sum as to make the guarantee of the difference an undertaking free 
from undue risk. Obviously the first thing was to begin with ourselves an^ 
after a^ertaining whether there is good reason for the faith expressed 
locally in the enterprise, to see whether the people of Coorg generally 
should join with the planters in taxing themselves to meet the 
necessary guarantee. Accordingly, after meeting the representatives of 
the Coorg Planters* Association, in February 1906, I took steps 
to find out whether Mr. Piittaiina Chetty* s traffic estimates framed in IfiOO* 
were considered by the local authorities concerned still to hold good, and 
thongh no detailed check of the figures was possible without appointing another 
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officer to collect and examine the statistics of the present traffic, the general re- 
sult was that Mr. Puttanna Chetty* a figures alik«‘ for Mysore and Malabar and 
Coorg were pronounced to represent with substantial accuracy the traffic still 
to be expected if the line were constructed. Furthcjr, the Planters’ Association 
furnished, at my request, a memorandum on the prospects of the province, 
giving reasons for their belief that the exportable produce of Coorg was likely 
to increase steadily in the near future. The complete failure of the coffee crop 
during the past season —and it has always been recognised that the prospects of 
the line depend mainly upon the cottee industry-show, 1 am sorry to say, how 
laible to unforeseen variation are the most scientifically i>repaved estimates of 
agricutural produce. 

Theestiniated return of the railway having been thus found sufficiently relia le 
to serve as a working ba-sis, the next step was to ascertain how far the people of 
Coorg generally were willing to tax themselves by way of guaranteeing the 
minimum interest retjuired. As you know, copies of a memorandum, giving the 
estimated figures, were circulated in English and (^anaroFe, niecti gs were held 
in the taluks and at Mcrcara, and, briefly, the result may be said to be rhat the 
majority of the intelligent classes of the population were found to be ready to pay 
a cess on land I'evenue assessment, in order to meet the difference betwe n the 
net profits of the railway and 4% on the capital outlay, subject, however to a 
general understanding that the cess would not exceed 2 annas in the rupee on 
coftee lands and 1 anna in the rupee on wet lands. So far then as Coorg 
itself was concerned all that was possible wa.s done, J think, to prepai e the way 
for practical support to the project, preliminary to that fresh detailed exami- 
nation of the traffic prospects which could not be undertaken until the two 
predominant partners! in the scheme were ready to co-operate with their 
smaller neighbour. So far however, as Malabar and Mysore arc concerned, 
the position unfortunately lias not changed for the better during the past 
twelve months. In fact it is simplified by the elimination of all prospectf of 
any immediate assistance from Madras. 

Some of you may have read in the papers that in a letter from the Secretary 
to Government, P. W. Department, Railways, to the Secretary, United 
Planters' Association of Southern India, with refertneo to a Hesolution of that 
body urging the early construction of the 

(i) Dindigul-Pollachi-Palghat : 

(ii) Mysore-Coorg-Tellicherry ; and 

(iii) Arsikore-Mangalore railways, 

the V. P. Association were informed that *• owing to the numerous claims on 
imperial funds for new lines all over Indio and for completing the equipment 
in rolling stock on open lines, there seems to be little prospect of an early 
place on the imperial progiamme of construction being found for the lines 
referred to.” And with regard to the two pi ojects for connecting Mysore with 
the West Coast, it is specially added that if a place in the im2)erial programme 
is eventually found for them, it will only be alter many years and that conse- 
quently their early construction can only be achieved by private enterprise. In 
view of this final decision of the Madras Government, it is clear that the onl}' 
chance of the line being constructed lies in the Mysore Durbar being able and 
willing to find th(i money in order to build, not merely their own section of the 
line, but also a considerable part of the more expensive portion which lies in 
British Territory. Whether the State will find it to their interest to undertake 
so large a project at some future date, it is not for me to express an opinion, 
but I think that you may safely assume t at, with other schemes taking a 
higher place in their railway programme, it will not be prudent to calculate on 
the Durbar building your line for you. This estimate of the situation will, I 
fear, be a great disappointment to Coorg, which has striven so unitedly to help 
itself in a matter so important to its future prosperity, but it would be fool^ 
in us as practical men to refuse to recognise the force of circumstances over 
which we have no control. Although, however all hope of a raiiaay in the 
near future must, in my opinion, be abandoned, it by no means folloM^s that 
we are to be left without improved communications and facilities for the 
export and import of goods. Foreseeing the possible collapse of the railway 
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:Bcheme, the local Administration has been making enquiries in other directions, 
and the possibility of a service of motor cars and motor lorries, and of a mono- 
rail line between Coorg and Mysore has been under investigation during the 
past year. The former proves to offer little chance of success, but the mono- 
rail, i am sanguine enough to think, is both more attainable and better calcu- 
lat d to offer a fair substitute for a railway, as well for the transport of heavy 
goods and passengers. The mono.rail has been but recently introduced into 
India, and I have as yet no definite scheme to lay before you for its construe* 
tion in Coorg, bub there is reason to believe that this mode of traction will be 
n success, and, so far as my present information goes, the gradients between 
Mysore and South Coorg present no obstacle to its construction along the 
existing highroad As a substitute for the long-hoped-for railway, I cannot 
expect you to welcome iho mono-rail with enthusiasm, but so far from per- 
manently blocking the chance of Coorg obtaining the superior form of com- 
munication, it may, I think, be regarded as a precursor to the latter which 
will prove and develop the traffic in a way that may hereafter justify the 
•construction of a regular railway as a safe commercial venture. But, how- 
ever this may turn out, in the meantime, remember that it will be a vast 
improvement on the bullock cart which now forms your only means of trans- 
port to the railhead at Mysore. 

The all-important subject of improved communications will, you may be as- 
sured, receive the best attention of the local Administration, but quite apart from 
the hope of the Province being benefited in that direction, I wish to deprocato 
the hopeless tone pervading some of your addresses, in which I find you saying 
that it IS of little or no use your expending your capital and energies on the 
exploitation of new products or indeed arranging to further extend the cultiva- 
tion of old ones under present conditions. For -nch a helpless attitude, T say 
with confidence, there is no justification in the present state of your country. 
On the contra y. there are, in iny opinion, many points in the recent develop- 
ment of Coorg which hold out brignt hopes for the future piosperity of this 
fertile and highly favoured Province. 


The acreage under rubber in the Kelani Valley, Ceylon, is considerably over 

20 , 000 . 

In the Passara District of Ceylon the a.croago planted is, as aceurately as can 
be ascertained, as follows ; — Rubber growing alone in clearings 3,728 acres ; in 
lea 2«616 acres ; in cacao 1,301 ; in other products 3 ; belonging to a non-member 
of the Association, 50 acres ; total acreage j^lanted 7,598. The yield from the 
older trees now being tapped is entirely s ^isfactory ; the growth of the plants 
in all clearings is very good. The soil in Lower Uva proves eminently suited to 
thisproduct. 

The area in the Kuvunegala District is estimate<l at 9,000 acres, and further 
contensions are going rapadily. 

At present there are no less than 1,800 acres under rubber alone, under the 
Weyganga Company’ at Ratnapura, and yearly an addition of 1,500 acres will be 
made till it reaches up to 5,000 acres. Rubber also is interplaiited on many tea 
plantations. 


With reference to the ravages of Hemileia va%tdlrlx in Ceylon, Madagascar^ 
Reunion, etc., it is noted that the various means that have been tried to com- 
bat it include the destruction of the affected foliage, apraying and fumigating 
diseased plants, the influence of location on the disease, resistant varieties, etc. 
Spraying was found to be effective under certain conditions, but it is often so 
expensive as not to be economically advantageous. Liberian coffee and some 
•Java and other hybrids seem to be quite resistant. Improved culture seems to 
be valuable in rendering the plants less liable to injury. Where Arabian varieties 
are grown, the plantings should not be made in situations where t.here is a 
lack of rainfall, selection should be made of vigo^us plants from the nursery* 
and attention to the choice of fertilisers and the keeping down of weeds. 
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OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

The Ceylon Te& Cess Despatohef. 

The following are the despatches which have passed between H. E. ihe 
<]Joveyior and the Secretary for the Colonies on the above subject ; — 

l^owning Street, 27th July, 1906. 

Ceylon, No. B09. 

Sir. — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. BoS 
-of June 27th, in which you enclosed copies of letters from the Secretary of the 

Thirty Committee ” with regard to the Ceylon Tea Cess. 

2. You do not stat ' what are your own views on the desirability of the re- 
tention of this tax and I should be glad of an expression of your opinion. 1 
have, etc. 

(Signed) Kli^in. 

Governor Sir H. A. Blake, o. c. m. Ac. 

The Queens House, (^jlombo, Ceylon, 20th August, 1906. 

No. 45B, Miscellaneous. 

My Lord, — T have the honour to acknowledge receipt of Your Lordship’s 
despatch No. 807 of 27th July requesting an expression of iny opinion as to 
the desirability of the retention of the Ceylon Tea Cess. 

2. This Cess is collected as an export duty and handed over to a comrniitje 
of the Planters Association at the representation of which body the cess in its 
present form was imposed by Ordinance 4 of 1894. 

8. While section 8 of that Ordinance made the disposal of the proceeds of 
the levy by the Joint Committee, the Planters’ Association and the Ceylon 
Chamber of Commerce, subject to the approval of the Governoi* in Executive 
•Council, I am not aware that such approval hos ever been withheld or that 
the Governor in Executive Council lias ever gone into the intricacies of the 
Trade advertisement of tea. • 

My opinion as to the desirability of the retention of the cess is therefore 
given not on points upon which I cannot pretend to have a special expert 
knowledge, but on general principles. The cess was imposed as a ready means 
of collecting funds for the purpose of the Tea Planting Association ; which 
funds are placed at the disposal of a Coinuiittee of the Association. A certain 
number of tea planters object to the payment of this cess qu grounds that 
seem to them sufficient If those planters are by tliemselves, or through their 
local managers, members of the Association, they should, in my opinion, lie 
bound by the decision of the majority of the body to which they belong of their 
own volition. 

But the position of owners of tea properties who have not elected to join the 
Planters’ Association is different, for their property is assessed, not for the 
purposes of the general community, but for advertising purposes of which they 
do not approve — settled not by the Legislature, but by a Planters’ Association 
to which they do not belong. 

In such a case as this, I consider that the independent planter has a grievance 
and that he should be relieved of the compulsory payment of the cessl^ rebate 
-or otherwise. The number of such independent planters is very small, for the 
advantages of membership of the Planters’ Association are oonsideratHc. 

Your Lordship will, I hope, understand why in my despatch No. 358 I con- 
fined myself to forwarding the opinion of the large majority of tlie members of 
the Planters’ Association. — I have etc. 

(Signed) H. A. Blakk, Governor. 

Downing Street, 19th October, 1906. 

Sir, — 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch. No. 465 
of the 20th August wifh regard to the retention of the Ceylon Tea Cess, 
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I concur generally in the views which you express but I do not think that it 
would be practicable to retain the cess and exempt from its payment those 
who do not belong to the Planters’ Association.* It is difficult to defend a law 
which, for the purposes of a particular industry, taxes a dissenting minority of a 
class' at" the wish of the majority of the class, even though the object of the 
tax is intended to be, and so far as I am aware may be, in the interests df the 
industry as a whole. 

I gather from the Ceylon newspapers that the “ Thirty Committee have 
decided to recommend that the tax should be reduced to 20 cents per 100 lb 
and arc thus of their own accord initiating a change of policy. The objects of 
the Committee are doubtless quite legitimate, but they are essentially matters 
for private enterprise, and in view of the increasing opposition to the cess, I 
think that the time has come for the Government to give notice that after 
a certain date — say not exceeding two years— any law of the kind must dis- 
appear and the majority of those interested in the tea industry must be left to 
raise the funds which they require without the intervention of the Govern- 
ment.- *1 have etc, # 

(Signed) Elgin. 

Governor Sir H. A. Blake, o. c. m. g., &c. &c. &c. 


Spike Disease In Sandal. 

A Mysore G. O. Revenue No. R. 7493 — Ft. 24;0f)-10, dated 13th February 
1907, says : — 

It is hereby nobihed for general information • that the Government of His 
Highness the Maharaja of Mysore are prepared bo pay a reward of ten thousand 
rupees to any one who will discover the cause of spike disease among sandal 
trees and suggest a thorough and effective and at the same time a cheap and 
easily applicable remedy for its eradication. This offer will be open for a 
period of three years from the date of this notification. 

2. Every applicant for tlie above reward must forward his report of inves- 
tigation, accompanied by microscopic slides, drawings, etc., to tlie Secretary 
to the Government of His Highness the Maharaja of Mysore, General and 
Revenue Departments. The following are the conditions to be satisfied before 
any claim for the reward can be admitted : — 

- (1) The cause of the disease must be definitely and clearly determined. 

(2 » An effective and cheap remedy, easy of application, must be pre- 
scribed. 

(8) The remedy should be such as would perceptibly check within a year 
the spread of the disease. 

All claims will be submitted to the decision of a committee of not le-s than 
three specialists, including Forest Officers, to be appointed by Government ; and 
the decision of the committee or of a majority of its members will be final. 

8. Persons desirous of investigating the subject may obtain from the Con- 
servator of Forests in Mysore copies of a printed compilation of important and 
useful papers bearing on the subject of the eradication of spike disease. 


Last year 5,768 acres of land were sold in the Kalutara District of Ceylon, 
realising Rs.2,92,184, and this year 20,407 acres realising Rs.ll, 85,^0, making 
a total acreage sold during the last two years to be 26,175 acres, which fetched 
Rs.14,28^174. Nearly all this acreage was bought to be opened up in rubber,, 
and most of it will probably be planted by the end of next yealr. The 
acreage in rubber alone is 14,278 acres againsk 6^038 last year. . an increase of 
8,240 acres, of which increase the new' estates joining the Association repre- 
sent 5,961 planted in rubber 105,766lb».,l or ,87^ tons bf > mbber > lutve been 
harvested this year against 101,9A8.lbs.^ Jaflt yeay,., Xfee estimate, for 1907 is 
.252,750 lbs., oi* iTOlhd 115J- tofts. W^l 'maiiif^ained.' ' It is esti- ‘ 

mated Rs.6, 00,000 has been paid to Sinhalese in wages during the year. 
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In the March number reference was made to certain subjects wliich the 
<?.v-Chairman, Mr. J. A. Harris, had brought proininentlv under the notice of 
the Council of the Association. Early in the same month, Mr. Aylmer Mai*tin, 
the present Chairman, made mention of these subjects and expressed a desire 
to know what action, if any, the Council wished to take with respect to them, 
Hx , — 

(1) Advertising Coffee, 

(2) Rubber lands, 

(3) Railways, 

(4) Scientinc Officer, 

(5) U. P. A, S. I. Finances. 

The following views have been expressed : 

ADVERTISING COFFEE. 

Wvmad Planters' Association The implied suggestion that Planters* 
should find the necessary funds for further advertisement of Coffee met with 
no support from this Association, the members of which are not willing to 
subscribe funds for that purpose. 

Kanan Devan Planters' Association: — As the industry is a small and dimi- 
nishing one in this District, are not prepared to support financially any scheme 
for advertising. 

RUilBER LANDS. 

IVynaad Planters' Association : — Not personally interested in this question 
at the present time, although quite willing to assist their fellow-planters in 
other Districts, if any way be pointed out in which assistance can be given. 

Kanan Devan Planters' AssocicUion : —The District is not directly concerned 
but would ^ve its general support to other Districts that are more interested. 
The Association would like to know, however, if these Districts have any 
definite proposal to put forward. 

• RAILWAYS. 

Wynaad Planters' Association Not personally interested in this question 
at the present moment, although quite willing to assist their fellow-planters 
in other Distiicts, if any way in which they can be of assistance be pointed 
out. 

Kanan Devan Planters' Association:— uuderstood that the Dindigul- 
Pollachi-Palghat line w^as first on the list for construction. As this line is of 
importance to several planting Districts, we think it should be pressed for 
first. 

SCIENTIFIC OFFICER. 

Wynaad Planters' Association:— The Association are anxious that this 
matter should be pushed forward. While thinking that no single man will be 
able to deal with the many different p^uots grown in Southern India, they 
are anxious a start should be made. 

[The position at plresent is that the Hon. Secretary has received, so far» 

E romises of subscriptions amounting to R8.260 per annum for five yealJ^ and 
opes that this will be increased after a reference has been made to all mefn^rs 
of the Associationl. 
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Kanan Devan Dlantepi' Association : — This District lifts already got its own 
Scientific Officer and is not prepared to give financial support to anj* general 
scheme. 

U. P. A. S. I. FINANCES. 

Wynaad Planters Association: — As pointed out by Mr. Harris, the loss of 
funds by the failure of Messrs. Arbutbnot & Co. need not affect the present 
working of the U. P. A. S. I. and the future can be left till the Conference at 
Jlangalore considers it. “ In the meantime we most strongly deprecate any 
expenditure being^ incurred account recovery of dividends from Messrs. 
Arbuthnot A' Co.'s insolvency, such dividends will probably be very small and 
not increased by any expenditure we may make.’* 

Kanan Devan Planters' Association : — Becognize the importance of not 
curtailing the present sphere of action and hope to continue present sub- 
scription. 

The Counoll. 

As he is leaving shortly for England, Mr. W. H. Sprott desires to place his 
resignation as one of the Councillors of th4 U. P. A . 8. I. in the hands of the 
Council. 

Acceptance of this resignation does not create a vacancy, as Mr. Sprott is a 
Councillor by virtue of the fact that ho was Chairman last year. 

The Tea Cess Committee. 

Votes having been recorded in favour of the appointment of Mr. P. It. 
Buchanan as a member of the Indian Tea Cess Committee in succession to 
Mr. George Roinilly, the Government of India were notified that this Associa- 
tion recommends the appointment of Mr. Buchanan. 

Notification No. 2629-1 of the Government of India^ Department of Com- 
merce and Industry Customs -dated 2lst March 1907 announces that : 

In exercise of the jxiwers conferred by Sections’ 4, Sub-Section (B), of 
the Indian Tea Cess Act, 1908 (IX. of 1908), the Governor General in 
Council is pleased, on the recommendation of the United IManters’ 
Association of SouUiorii India, to appoint Mr. P. B. Buchanan to 
fill the vacancy on the Indian Tea Cess Committee caused by the 

. resignation of Mr. George Komilly. 

Madras Planters* Labour Act. 

The Madras Government have recorded the following reports from the 
District Magistrate of Malabar and the Nilgiris on the working of the Madras 
Planters’ Labour Act, 1903, and have requested the District Magistrates to state 
in future reports the number of estates in which criminal prosecutions arose 
and where the number in any estate is noticeable to give their opinion as to 
the special causes which led to the enforcement of the law. 

WYNAAD REPORT 

From A. B. Knapp, Esq., i.e.s , Acting District Magistrate, Malabar, 
Calicut, the 7th February 1907. 

With reference to Government Memorandum No. 4272-8, dated 1st Febru- 
ary 1907, 1 have the honour to submit my report on the working of the 
Planters’ Labour Act, 1903, in the Wynaad for the year 1906. 

2. The Sub-Divisional, Talisildar and Sarishtadar Magistrates of Wynaad 
tried no cases under the Act. In the Coui’t of the Sub-Magistrateof 
Vayittiri, 191 cases were filed duripg the year as against 98 cases 
in the previous year as shown below 



Section 

Section 

Section 

Section 

Total 


23. 

24. 

80. 

86. 


1906 

. . 

124 

66 

1 

191 

1905 

1 

87 

60 

. , 

98 
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The increase is due to cases being instituted throughout the year, 'svliereas 
in 1906 the cases filed only from June. One hundred Und twenty five 
of the cases (under Hections 24 and J16) were complaints by planters 
against defaulting nmistiios and the remaining 60 (under Section 30) 
were comt^laints of inaistries against lal) 0 iu er8. 

8. Eighteen estates contributed to the cases, as against 11 in the previous 
year. One planter presented no less than 02 complaints and his 
inaistries 27. In a few cases sentences of imprisonment were cancelled 
at the request of the complainants on the labourers agreeing to work 
as provided for in Section 83, clauses 1 and 2, and in many of the re* 
maining cases the provisions of Section 86 were resorted to 

4. I consider that the working of the Act was successful during the year. 

. If the aniendiiients referred to in Government Memorandum No. 4272- 
1 of Beptember 1906 and in iny letter No. 1>. 1B06-M., dated 28rd 
October 1906, are carried out, the usefulness of the Act will in niy 
opinion be much increased. 

NtLOIRl Rlil»ORT 

Eroiii L. K. lluckley, Ksq.^ t.c.s . District Magistrate, the Nilgiris, dated 
the 8th February 1907. 

I have the honour to report on the working of the Planters’ Labour Act 
for 1906. 

2. Owing to the iX)or season and high prices, theie was no difficulty in 
recruiting labour. 

8, On the plateau, numbers of coolies arrived on estates without legal 
contracts ; some executed them on arrival, l>ut large nninbers worked 
their time without a legal contract. Ooolies recruited for Gudalur 
taluk as a rule executed legal contructs before arrival. 

4. Tlie number of prosecutions under the Act increased from 205 to 677. 
The hulk of them was contributed by the Gudalur taluk. In the 
greater number of cases the coolies could not be traced ; where they 
could be traced, nearly all have consented to return to w'ork ; in 
coiupai*atively few cases W'as punishment inflicted. 

6. The liealth of the coolies in the Distr et lias been generally good, and 
from niy enquiries I believe they have received fair treatment. The 
destitute coolies found on the roads all came from the Malabar- 
Wynaad. 

PKOPOSED AMENDMENT. 

AVriting on the 22nd March, the Acting Chief Secretary to the Government 
of Madras, Judicial Department, says; — 

I am directed to invite attention to the proceedings of the Madras 
Government, No. 568, Judicial, dated the 28th March 1906, regarding 
certain amendments to the Madras Planters’ Labour Act, 1^8. 

2, In paragraph of 6 that proceedings, this Government recognized that 
section 29 of the Act was defecth'e in that it did not give sufficient power 
of taking criminal proceedings against a deserting or recalcitrant labourer 
where tlie labourer had been engaged by the inaistry and the inaistry 
neglected to prosecute. The Government expressed the opinion that pro- 
vision might be made in the Act to the effect that complaint may be laid 
by the planter, as well as by the maistry wliere labourers under a dii-ect 
engagement with a maistry to work on the planter's estate have refused 
or ceased to w’ork in contravention of their engagement witli the maistry. 
It has now been pointed out to this Government that ibvaughesit the A(^, 
whiere exceptional remedies are givMa to* tfm employer against the 
employee, care has been taken to give the employee a similar remedy 
against his and that, if the planter is to be allowed to prbseoute 

the labourers for desertion, it is biit reasonable that the labourer ehould 
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be allowed, under section 21, to recover from the planter wages wron^ully 
withheld by his employer (i» e. the raaistry) and under section 18, to 
absent himself from his work without forfeiting his wages to prefer an^ 
complaint he has to make against the planter. The Governor in Council 
is inclined to agree with this view ; but before finally adopting the 
suggestion, the Government would be glad to have the opinion of the 
United Planters* Association, of Southern India, whether they woudl 
prefer to give up the amendment of section 29 or to apt>rove such 
amendment with the reciprocal obligations now suggested.*’ 

Ceylon Impoi^ Duty'on Tea. 

Writing on the 9th instant, Mr. W. Skinner says. — 

‘‘ In response to the request of the Darjeeling Planters* Association, support- 
ed by your Association, dated 14th November 1906, I have drawn out a Draft 
letter addressed to tlie Indian Tea Association, which I enclose for your appro- 
val, or if necessary amendment. 

It is proposed so soon as the Draft has been passed by all Tea Associations 
in India to make a fair copy which will go round for signatures and then be 
submitted to the Indian Tea Association, Calcutta, for action. 

Mr. .1. D. Rees is ready to press the matter in the House so soon as the 
joint protest is out. 

I shall be obliged by your favouring me witli your views on the letter at an 
early date.** 

[Inc losed Draft.] 

Bindukuri P. O., Assam. 

Feb. 2Srd 1907. 

To the Secretary, Indian Tea Association, Calcutta. 

CEYLON IMPORT DUTY ON TEA. 

Dear Sir, 

We, as representing the United Tea Associations of India, consider that 
the time has arrived for actively pressing on the attention of the Secre- 
tary of State for India, through the Government of India, the injustice 
that the Tea Industry of India suffers from the Import Duty imposed 
by Ceylon on Tea from India entering that Colony. 

We are aware of the representations made by you from time to time since 
the year 1901, and note with considerable regret that these represen- 
tations, though forcibly and ably put, have failed in securing the relief 
asked for. 

Whilst opinion in Ceylon, formerly almost entirely hostile to any reduction, 
is steadily growing as to the unwisdom of the present Duty both in the 
Press, in official utterances, and amongst growers, and while it is admit- 
ted that the Duty is not aimed at specially to exclude Indian Teas, but 
mainly to secure absolute freedom from the importation of exhausted 
and low class tea from China, Japan, and elsewhere which could be 
used to the detriment of Ceylon ; still, we submit that to meet this, there 
should be no difficulty in jproviding means to establish a system of 
efficient inspection by which only sound teas could enter the Colombo 
market or blending warehouses. Such means are found practicable in 
other British Colonies and could equally be applied to Ceylon. 

We claim that where the Ceylon Industry is so dependent on India for the 
supply of labour and where every faoih^ty for obtaining it is conceded by 
the Madras Government, the imposition of this Duty — essentially and 
admittedly protective — s^ainst the countrv which so helps to keep its 
industry alive is both unjust and indefensible. 

We can in justice claim from our own Government at least the same 
measure of support and protection as Ceylon growers enjoy hem theirs 
where great wewht is attached to their o^^ion, even when the reasons 
brought forward are not entirely endorsed by His Excellency the 
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Governor, and we cannot bnt think that if the matter is brought to the 
notice of the Secretary of State with sufficient force, that relief will be 
afforded. 

The fact that Teas from Ceylon are being imported into Ii dia in increas* 
ingly large quantities and are competing in Markets madt* by Indian 
enterprise, while a great deal of the tea sent to India for sale is of the 
very sort that Ceylon desires to exclude fioni the Island, is sufficient to 
show the protective and unfair nature of the Duty and its injustice to 
India. 

The Government of India has refused to entertain the proposal to impose 
a reciprocal Duty on Teas from Ceylon, but wc may ask if it were possi- 
ble for the Goveruinent of India to resist the unequal Duty offered by 
France to Bra/.il against Iiidiau Coffee by the threat that it w’ould 
retaliate by penalising the French imports into India, why should it not 
be cMiually pos^^ible to raise the duty on Tea entering India from Ceylon, 
or pla* e Ceylon Labour emigration under Kiinilar regulations as thosi* 
for Natal, Mauritius, and other Colonies, until the excessive duty is 
removed. 

In conclusion, wo w ould urge renew'cd action to redress an injustice long 
complained of. and one that lias hi ought this united protest from a great 
Industry in India. 

AYe remain. 

Dear Sir, 

Your most obedient servants 
Notes on Rubber Cultivation. 

‘‘ Notes on lJubher Cultivation ” is the title of a neat little volume, the 
authors of which are Lieut.-Colonel J. A. Wyllie, f.r.c.s., i.a., and Senhor 
Geta^iano Guilherine Ferreira, m.b.a.s., and published by Messrs. Higginbotham 
& Co., of Madras. The former gentleman will be remembered as having had a 
good deal to do with the introduction of rubber cultivation into Burma, and as 
having been at one time in charge of tlie Government Itubbev Plantations at 
Kambts Rangoon. In the preface to the book it is stated that the notes were 
originally compiled for publication in Portuguese only, in view of certain 
ai’rangements made for the grant of lands in the No>as Conqnestas of Portu- 
guese India for cotton growing-arrangements which W’ere sufficiently ample 
111 their scope to cover the case of India-rubber as W’ell. The bulk of the 
notes, may, however, with but little modification, be applied to the case of the 
surrounding British districts, and for this reason an English version has 
been published simultaneously with the Portuguese. The Notes ** do not 
pretend to be much more than a resume of results recorded by others, with 
here and there an observation based on personal experience.” They are illus- 
trated with sixteen full page plates, a fair proportion of which relate to culti- 
vation in Ceylon. 

Though the book makes no pretence of giving full information, it certainly 
contains a great deal of valuable matter, and as much of this is acknowledg- 
ed to various scientists and others in Ceylon, India, and elsewhere, the 
reader should have no difficulty in deciding to what extent he can receive 
the statements made as authoritative. In these early days of rubber cultiva- 
tion in the East, it is well to remember that implicit reliance cannot !>€ placed 
on everything that has been written on the subject, and that even tlie results 
of various experiments made, or part-made, under scientific control must in 
certain cases be accepted only tentatively, pending the completion of further 
tests. While this reservation is made, however, there can be no doubt as to 
the usefulness of the present little work, the authors of which have not attempt- 
ed to impress the reader w’ith a belief in its infallibility or completeness, but 
have la^riously compiled a mass of information. They have affordc d also 
certain indications as to the probable reliability of such as relates to debatable 
ix>int 8 ; and what they say is calculated to make planters think and experiment 
for themselves, while giving them the advantage of certain “ pointers.*' 
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The authors discuss the nature of India-rubber, and of guttapercha; th^y 
touch upon certain true and pseudo giittas and rubber ; and discuss briefly 
the problem of tlie future of production and price. Their general conclusions 
in these introductory remarks offer encouragement to the man who thinks of 
taking rubber cultivation in hand. For his guidance, the authors also give 
chapters on Para, Oastilloa and Ceara rubbers, and the products of Ficm 
Elastica^ Hancornia Specioaa^ and some minor rubber plants. Para (Hevea 
Braiiliamis) and Oastilloa Elastica are written about at some length, the rest 
being touched upon more briefly. A chajiter is devoted to concessions of 
land for Uubber-plantingj which is a mere sumniary of the conditions of 
tenure ii British India generally, and in Portuguese India and the State of 
Afysore. Selected estimates of return to capital contain some valuable 
hints; and in a good chapter entitled *Hchemos for a mixed plantation,* 
reasons for advocating mixing are given very clearly, and certain combinations 
are suggested. There is also useful advice as to precautions that it is desirable 
to adopt against fire, dissemination of pests, &c. The final chapter treats of 
*‘The Ceylon Rubber Exhibition. 1906: its lessons.” 

To the experienced planter of rubber these Notes will be chiefly useful for 
easy reference in respect to points about which he may have temporary doubt, 
and perhaps as a well arranged grammar ** to which he may turn at times 
with profit to himself. The later generation of cultivators of rubber will 
no doubt find in the book much that is new to them. All will be impressed 
with the impartial way in which various statements arc made and questions 
discussed; for one of the charms of the Notes is that there is nothing didactic 
about them. 

They may bo saitl, too. to sketch the progress of growth and preparation 
from seed to finished product, and the remains upon shade or shelter, tapping, 
coagulation, &c. are made with great judgment. The price of the book is 
Rs.4-8-0 per copy. 

CofPae. 

THK PUSHING OF SALES IN ENGLAND. 

“ Under date the 13th ultimo, Mr. John C. Sanderson, writes : — 

During the past month I have had several interview with a gentleman of 
the name of Mr. George Baxter, who is a representative of the ‘ Uno 
Company ’ 6, Savage Gardens, Tower Hill, E. C. who are the patentees of 
a coffee-roasting machine. Mr Baxter has been giving lectures to grocers 

. and others on the advisability of roasting their own coffee and so supply- 
ing to the public a freshly roasted article daily. The Gas Light and Coke 
Co. have placed a room at his dis^iosal to carry on these demonstrations. 
This gentleman applied to the London Chamber of Commerce to learn 
how he could approach the producers of coffee with a view to getting 
their support in carrying on the propaganda the “Uno Company ’* had 
already commenced. After consultation with this gentleman, I decided 
to write to the London Chamber of Commerce ( copy of letter enclosed ) 
asking them if they would call a meeting of the coffee section of the 
Chamber to thi*ash out the matter and learn whether any assistance 
could be got from the dealers. 

I am x>osting to you a copy of The Grocer ” dated 26th .January in which 
you will find an article touching upon the subject of Coffee Roasting, and 
also a copy dated 9th March in which you will see a suggestion of a 
proposed Coffee League. 

I Biiould like to hear from you whether the United Planters* Association 
are disposed to give any substantial support to this movement as the 
' Uno Co.’ have already incurired a certain amount of expense, and they 
are now seeking to obtain the assistance of producers. 

1 shall, of course, in due time inform you of the result of the proposed 
meeting of the coffee section. 

P. 8 , — It may be worth while to draw your attention to the fact that 
importers and dealers of currants have greatly increased the consump- 
tion by the action they have taken in pushing the trade amongst 
consumers.” 
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[Inclosurb.] 

To the Secretary, The London Chamber of Commerce. 

13th March 1907 - 

Dear Sir, 

As representative of tlie United Planters’ Association of Southern India, I 
shall be glad if you will call a meeting of the Coffee Section of the Chamber 
to discuss whether it is possible to take any steps for popularizing the use of 
Coffee in the U. K. 

Yours faithfully, 

(Signcil) Jno: C. Sanderson, 

The extracts from the ‘ Grocer ’ arc as follows : — 

A NEGLECTED DEPARTMENT. 

A siil)scnbcr, whose letter on “ Coffee Roasting, ” signed “ Progress, is 
published in our “ Correspondence, ” pages to-day, raises a subject which 
ought to receive much more consideration from retail grocers than the majo- 
rity of them at present l)estow upon it. Even if we do not entirely endorse his 
opinion that coffee is an article that has been more neglected than any other 
in connection with the grocery trade for some years past, we must at least 
admit that his conclusion is not without some justification. It is an undoubted 
fact that the vast majority of grocers do not pay proper attention to their coffee 
sales, and that if this department were conducted with greater skill and enter- 
prise, it would yield a much more important return. True, there are some 
grocers who have a large and constantly growing sale of this commodity, but 
they are men who have gained a high reputation for the quality of their coffees, 
who have mastered the art of roasting and blending, and who have aimed at 
pleasing their customers’ palate rather than their ix)cket. They have sought 
to build up their businesses on the sure and lasting foundation of quality 
rather than excessive cheapness; and they now enjoy the rewaid of the 
wisdom and business acumen they displayed in adopting this policy. Good 
coffee is a splendid beverage, and a powerful advertisement for the vendor, 
whereas inferior coffee, even if offered at low prices, fails to please the con- 
sumer, brings discredit on the grocer who sells it, and inevitably t^mds to 
check the growth of the demand for coffee which we ought to be able to 
anticipate with confidence. 

That there is room for great expansion in the sale of coffee in the United 
Kingdom is nnd#iiable. The annual consumption per head of our i>opulation 
according to a return issued sometime ago by the Board of Trade does not 
reach J lb., whilst in the United States the average consumption per head is 
over 1 1 lbs. and in Holland over 18 lbs. ! The statistics referred to give the 
following as the per capita consumption of coffee during the five years 1899 - 
1908 in the principal countries of Europe and in the United States : — 


Years. 

United 

Kingdom. 

i 

^ I 

Germany. ! 

1 

1 

98 

31 

a 

9 

u 

France. | 

Austria- 

Hungary. 

hSX 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 ..j 

1908 ..1 

1 

Annual 
Average > 
1899-1908 j 

lbs. 

0*71 

0-71 

0-76 

0-68 

0-71 

lbs. 

6*20 

6-28 

6-65 

6-68 

6-88 

lbs. 

19-57 

16-57 

18-56 

28-04 

14-89 

lbs. 
10-70 
8-65 
10*66 
10 08 
7*41 

lbs, 

4-62 

4-64 

4-76 

4-88 

6*28 

lbs 

11*04 

2*05 

2-15 

2-18 

221 

lbs. 

10*79 

9*81 

10-60 

13*87 

10-79 

0-71 

6-49 

18*42 

9-48 

* 5*02 

1 

2-11 

1 

11*07 



66 


THE PLANTERS' CHRONICLE. 


It is not probable that there has been any very substantial modification in the 
comparative relationship of these figures since the date to which they refer, 
and the question grocers ought to consider is how far it may be possible to 
increase the demand in the United Kingdom, and bv what means that increase 
is to be brought about. It may he asserted that the fact that coffee was ad- 
mitted tree of duty to the United States and to Holland was responsible to 
some extent for the high consumption as compared with the United Kingdom, 
but as the duty at pr**8ent imposed in this country amounts to only 14s. per 
cwt. it cannot l>e asserted that this impost was alone responsible for the 
restricted sales. What then is the cause of the poor demand and how can it be 
stimuiated ? 

We believe the answer wdll be found in the one word “ quality.*’ Oonipeteut 
judges have expressed the opinion that in the past coffee has not been intelli- 
gently and sympathetically handled by the grocers of this country, and that the 
responsibility for the restricted demand lies largely with the distributor, who is 
inclined to think that once a month is sufficiently often to replenish his stock 
of roasted coffee, and who considers price rather than the merits of the article. 
English people may be a nation of tea-drinkers, but there is no reason why 
the tea tVdAe should not maintain its progressive course and the consumption of 
coffee grow simultaneously. The grocer who would acquire a reputation for 
supplying good coffee — a reputation which will prove a most valuable recom- 
mendation for his other specialities — must buy the best coffees, carefully study 
their characteristics, and exercise all the skill he possesses in blending, adopt 
the most up-to-date methods in roasting, and as far as possible work on 
the principle of from the coffee mill direct to the coffee pot.’’ ff he is 
able to assist his customers by giving them a few hints as to tne best way of 
making a really good cup of cofree, he will still further help to popularise the 
article and he will find that once having acquired a taste for a highclass blend, 
they will become regular purchasers and w ill not object to his charging them 
a satisfactory profit-bearing price for it. — frroccr, January 26th, UK)7. 

' COI-TEK ROASTING. 

[Correipondence in the ‘ Grocer'] 

— I feel that coffee is an article that has been more neglected than any 
other in connection with our trade for some years past, 

I. have a fairly good tea trade, and am anxious to improve my coffee output, 
and am seriously thinking of investing in a roasting machin(‘. I do a good 
medium class trade in a fast-growing suburb of a large town, Hhere I feel there 
is plenty of scope for an increase of trade. I also think a reputation for coffee 
would be a good advertisement for me. 

I should esteem it a great favour if any of your numerous readers could give 
me any information or advice on this matter, especially those who have made 
a study and a success of the coffee department. — I am, tj'c., Progress. 

COFFEE : dobs ROASTING ON THE PRBMISBS PAY GROCERS I*' 

Sir, — I think my experience will interest your corresiHindeiit “ Progress,’^ 
who wrote with reference to coffee-roasting. A. few years ago I bought my 
coffee in small quantities roasted, and ray sales were very small indeed. 

Not being satisfied, I determined to have a window display on a small scale, 
so bought at the Grocers’ Exhibition a coffee-roaster, 7-lb. size, double-cylin- 
der system, with the gas in centre. The roaster is driven by a small electric 
motor and takes up about 4 ft. square- I have run it continually for the past 
four years with only the small cost of replacing the mica in the roaster and 
slight expenses connected with the motor. The cost of working and roasting 
runs out at about 8d. per cwt. 

In reference to Mr. Underhilfs letter, I cannot agree with him that bettor 
results are obtained wdth larger roasters, for given a good roaster and a careful 
man to roast the coffee who understands how it should be done, there is no 
comparison^ On one or tw^o occasions, 1 have had: small parcels of 14 or 28 lbs. 
roasted by the wholesale house for me, but my customers have invariably 
detected the difference and remarked on it. 
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In the face of luy improved and still impioving coifee trade, 1 should not 
4ihink of going back to the old methods of buying ready roasted. — I am, &c., 

C. H. Lbno. 

85, Park*sti*eet, Regent’s Park. N.W , March 6. 


Sir, — Having roasted my own coftee for some years, I was much interested 
in reading the experiences of other traders in this particular branch of our 
trade. 

The two great obstacles I hud in pushing the sale of coffee are, first, that 
very few people possess a coffee-pot, and do not think it worth while to 
purchase one, and, second, many customers say that after drinking coffee, they 
get backache. At first 1 was disposed to laugh at the idea, but this has 
been told mo on so many occasions lately that I think there must be some 
truth in it. In fact, I am so often told this when introducing coffee that 
I have become somewhat disheartened in my attempts to sell more. 

In roasting I always keep each kind separate, as one kind of coffee will 
roast quicker than another, thus preventing an even roast if mixed beforehand. 
Perhaps some other friends will give us their experiences. —I am, &c., 

Dorset. 

SUGGESTED “COFFEE LEAGUE." 

A “ Coffee IjEAGub to promote the consumption of coffee in England 
is suggested by the “ lirazilian Review, " which states that “ if only English- 
men could be induced to take to coffee drinking, the pr«)blem of over- 
productio!\ would be solved. That in a damp, dull climate like Englaml 
experiences tea should be preferred to coffee is one oi those mysteries that 
only advertising, and perhaps the inveterate distaste of English cooks to 
putting themselves to more trouble tlian they need, can explain. It was 
advertising that gave tea the initial start. . . . The tea men formed a 

league to agitate in England for the abolition of the duty with such effect 
that it has already been considerably reduced, and may be shortly removed 
altogether. What we want is a Coffee League in England, Fiance, and 
Italy to do likewise. In lilngland the duty is only I Jd. per lb., but consump- 
tion is small, only 0*67 lb. per head, as against 18§ lbs. for Holland, 9^ lbs. for 
Belgium, and 6Js lb. for Germany. There is plenty of room for improvement; 
but the nrst thing to do is to get the duty removed, and then to advertise. 
The opportunity to do something for Coffee is ripe. A movement has already 
been initiated to form a combination of planters, importers and others interes- 
ted in the sale of coffee in the United Kingdom, and, if negotiations now pro- 
<?eeding are successful, a campaign ” in favour of coffeewill be promote<i. — 
Grocer, March 9th 1007. 

A TECfllNICAL I.ECTUllE ON COFFEE. 

Mr. B. B. Keable (J. Travers k Sons, Ltd.) gave a lecture on “ (Joffee *’ on 
Monday at Reading University College, in connection with the special cla-sscs 
for grocers’ and provision dealers’ assistants. The lecturer dealt with the 
cultivation of coffee, its preparation for market and consumption and gave 
some suggestions as to how to popularise it in this country. Dealing with the 
cultivation of coffee, Mr. Keable said that most people— even many of those 
engaged in the daily distribution of coffee — thought that, though grown in many 
parts of the world, there was only one species. That was not so. There were 
three distinct varieties, each with their distinct peculiarity, yet all much that 
was common to all. They were known to science as Coffca arabica C, liber ica^ 
and C. maraffogipe. He felt convinced that the second one would , never be a 
coffee of consumption in this country, and he doubted if the third would either. 
TThe Brazil crop year commences on July 1, yet of late the new crop had Jbeen in 
London in May, while Costa Rica, which usm never to arrive beimre Jaftuary, 
was now often obtainable in November* As to the preparation of coffee for 
consumption, he said let it be freshly roasted and freshly ground, tlie latter 
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being even more important than the former. He certainly did not advocate the 
roasting of coffee in the household, although he knew it was done very largely on 
tile Continent. It was, of course, absurd to say that this would insure buying 
pure coffee, as he had heard it said. The grocer was an honest man, and if pure 
coffee was asked for, he would always give it. There was the (piestiou of time and 
trouble, and in many households they would not get a cook to do it. But, even 
apart from the trouble, roasting was a science, and wlicre was the cook who 
had the slightest idea of how to do it ? At one time he was a strong advocate of 

KVEUY GROCER ROASTING COFPEK FOR HIMSELF, 

but since he had seen the moss so many made of it he was not quite sure that 
it would not be wiser to leave it to a practical man, who could and would do 
it properly. One grocer would roast too high, another not enough ; a third 
turned it out at a certain minute, forgetting that different coffee took different 
times ; a fourth burnt it. to-day, and half did it to-morrow ; another puts on 
anyone to do it, and so on. Still, there were many who did their own roasting, 
and who did it well, and they were the men who built up a good trade. If 
they were using different growths in their blends, they should not make the 
mistake of roasting all together, for all kinds did not roast in the same time, 
aud therefore part would be either under or over-roasted. Do not roast t o 
high ” was a doctrine which sadly wanted preaching, particularly in the south 
of England. It was curious that in the south the tendency was to a higher 
roast than in tile north, and he believed that to this was partly due the fact that 
more coffee was consumed in tlie north than in the south. More important 
than fresh roasting was fresh grinding, and the grocer vvlio bought his coffee 
from the wholesale dealer ready ground (and there weresoiuo) need not wonder 
that his trade did not grow. What could be done 

TO INCREASE THE CONSUMPTION ? 

Would it be wise to do it, apart from the individual monetary interest we 
might have in it V He unhesitatingly said “ Yes,*' for coffee was not only a 
stimulant, but it contained nutritive properties which were not to be found 
ill tea. Containing, as it did, albuminoids and nitrogenous substances to some 
extent, coffee was invaluable as a stimulant ; but it must he coffee, not chicory. 
And here he believed was very largely the one secret of the falling off in the 
consumption Instead of drinking coffee, people Jiave taken mixtures con- 
taining 60, 70, and evou over 80 per cent, of chicory, and in consequence have 
not received the stimulating that they needed, and came to the conclusion 
that tea was preferable. He quite admitted that a small amount of chk^ory 
WHS liked by many i)eoplc, and that it enabled the grocer to sell a moderate- 
priced article, but he ilid think that the inordinate use of chicory had done 
much to spoil the trade* Having pointed out that the two other drawbacks 
to coffee were price and trouble, Mr, Keahle said that freshly-ground coffee 
was essential. There was no doubt that this was most important, for there 
was nothing more nasty than stale coffee. If a custdiner would not take the 
trouble to grind it, then the grocer must be prepared to deliver in small 
quantities. He knew one retailer who had built up one of the largest trades, 
and he delivered daily. With the present unreastmahle demand from the 
public for cheap tea, it would pay manjr grocers much better to give up more 
time to pushing coffee, and by keeping it well before their customers, by 
showing them how simply it could be made, and, above all, by selling a sound, 
a good, a superior quality —not cheap, but at reasonable prices — they would 
find that, without giving up tea at some time of tlie day, coffee would again 
como into favour, and we might become to some extent a coffee-drinking 
people. 


A correspondent writes to the Braxilian Review as follows:—** It was 
believed that locusts did not hurt coffee hiit, from the sauiple I send you, 
you will observe that the growing fruit has suffered. They peel off the green 
skins down to th^arohoient, so that the seed has no protection and cannot 
ripen properly. The extent of the damage on this account is not known but 
must coosiderable/* 
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MEETINGS OF DISTRICT ASSOCIATIONS. 
Coorg Planters Association. 

Proceedings of a <|uarberly General Meeting iield at the Bamboo Club House, 
Polli Betta, on February 19th, 1907, at 2-;i() p.iii. 

Prksknt. — M ssrs. \V. A. F. Bracken, E. M Breibha>ipt, A. B. Chengappa, J. W. 

Finlaysfui, G. L. Garrett, P. \y. Gerrard, H. G. Grant, B. 
Gana[)athi, A. H. Jackson, F. Macrae, H. M. Mann, F. L. Mahon. 
J. Rose, W. H. Sprott, (President), P.G. Tipping, K. D. Tipping. 
Hon. Member — L. T. Harris, Es<j. i. c*. s.. Coniniissionev of Coorg. 
Visitors. — The Ilon’ble, Mr. S. M. Fraser, c. i. k., i. c. s-, Chief 
Commissioner of Coorg, F. P. Rennie, Esq, i. c. s., Secretary to 
the (.■hiof Commissioner of Coorg, A. J. Curgenven , Esq., i. e. s., 
District Magistrate of Coorg : and A. Ijambert, Hon. Secretary, 
C. P. A. 

Mr. Sprott, President, in the chuir. 

Tlie Hon. Secretary, in opening the meeting, read over the minutes of the 
last meeting, and the following questions were specially alluded to. 

Alteration and Amendment of C. P. A. Rules. —Resolved that 
the filial settlement of this matter be left to the next meeting, and that at 
least one member of each Snh- Committee, North and South, be asked to be pre- 
sent. 

Supply Bills and oncaslnneut of same at Virajpet Sub-Treasury. — The Com- 
missioner advises me as follows : — Supply bills cannot, under the account rules, 
be made payable at ajiy Sub-Treasury. The holder however may forward them 
duly receipted by registered post to the Treasur\ Otticer, Mercara, who will 
then issue cash orders on the Virajpet Sub-Treasury. It is to bo hoped that 
Planters will avail themselves of this concession on the part of Government 
in permitting, and undertaking the encashment of supply bills at Virajpet Sub- 
Treasury, more especially as the Association was instrumental, in bringing this 
question prominently to the notice of Government and I believe I am correct 
in stating that little or no ailvantage has been taken of the privilege up to the 
present time. 

Solentiflo Offloer Scheme. — The Chairman made some interesting 
remarks on this subject, referring specially to the expediency of making a 
start, even if only in a small way, and with oiiK one officer, and quoting what 
had been done in Northern India by the Tea Planters, who now employed no 
less than three scientists, the resultant of a commencement with one officer, 
only as a general exemplar for us planters in Southern India, and mention- 
ing the benefits which he had himself derived from the advice and suggestions 
received in ri'gard to the cultivation and manuring of the estates in which he 
himself was interested from scientists, such as Dr. A. lielimann, the late Mr. 
Pringle and other scientific gentlemen whose knowledge and experience he had 
had Mie privilege of availing himself of, as doubtless had others present at this 
meeting to-day ; and he was quite sure that any small ta.v we might be called 
upon to pay in support of the scheme, would be by no means money idly spent. 
In fact he strongly advised all Planters to join the movement, and give it atrial, 
so that, in any case, wc should have the satisfaction of feeling that we had done 
our best to try and protect the interests of our various industries by the 
employment of scientific aid as an auxiliary to our practical knowledge of the 
requirements of the different staple products grown fn Southern India. 

The Hon. Secretary then stated that the replies to the Circulars issued to 
members, C. P. A., asking them for their support to the Scientific Officer .Scheme 
bad been, generally speaking, very satisfactory, members representing, seine 
9,500 acres coffee having already promised to support the scheme, providi^ that 
it is drawn up on reasonable and business lines ; and doubtless others will cbme 
forward with their snpix)i*t later on. 
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The following resolution was carried mm, eon , — 

Proposed by Mr Macrae, seconded by Mr. P. G Tinpiiig, “ that this meeting 
views with favour, and strongly supports the suggested ^ientihc Officer Scheme, 
and that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Secretary, U, P. A. S. 1., 
at the next Annual Meeting of which a decision will be arrived at iH>ncerning 
this said scheme/' 

Railway. — The Hon’ble Mr. Fraser kindly favoured us with his views 
regarding the prospects of the construction of the Mysore»Ooorg*Tellicherry, 
and explained to us wiiab had been done by the Local Administration to help 
to improve matters in regard to coiimninieations for Coorg, and moreover, read 
to us, as containing a very clear and concise statement thereof, the speech which 
he had delivered in reply to certain addresses presented to him at Virajpet on 
18th ultimo. [This will be found printed in extenso on page 58ofVol. II, 
No. of TJi& Plant ers^ Chronicle^ dated March 1907.] 

Some discussion followed, and amongst others, Messrs. Breithaupt, Jackson, 
Macrae, and Rose made remarks and suggestions relating to this important 
question. 

The following resolution, proposed by Mr. Breithaupt, seconded by Mr. 
Jackson, was carried nem, con : — 

‘• That this Association welcomes the prospect of the construction of a mono- 
rail line throiigli the province connecting ns with Mysore, and probably with 
the Western Const. Moreover we are gratified to note that our Chief Com- 
missioner is prepared to assist us, so far as he is able, to the attainment of the 
same. Meantime, we ourselves, not losing hope, but rather bearing in mind that 
should the mono-rail line prove a success, and materially develope the traffic 
in the province, it may hereafter lead to the construction of the much desired 
and long contended for Mysore Coorg-TellicheiTy line.’' 

Mr. P. G. Tipping then, in a few well-chosen words, thanked Mr. Fraser for so 
kindly giving us his views on this important matter, and for promising us 
his strong support in connection with this question of improved communications 
for the province. 

Rubber Seeds and Plante. — It having been brought to the notice of 
the Association that it was becoming customary for these to be collected in- 
discriminately and hawked about for sale, the seeds especially at this season of 
the year, the plants later on during the rains, the lion. Secretary said that he 
hoped planters would, both in order to protect themselves from this petty larceny 
and als*! to discourage such unlawful traffic, niakc careful note from whom 
they purchased such commodities, and take all reasonable precautions to 
stamp out this objectionable practice. 

Post OfRoe. — The Hon. Secretary promised to see what could be done re 
the proposals contained in Mr. Mahoms letter for the improvement of the 
methods of business at present in vogue at the Polli Betta Post Office. 

Timbei* Bills. — ^The Chairman introduced this question, and after some 
discussion and enquiry, the Chief Commissioner kindly promised to look into 
the matter, and cause the rules affecting the same to be revised where neces- 
sary, or possible. The regulation relating to lubber lands will probably be 
published in the next Coorg Gazette, 

Kxploitatlon of Oranges.— Mr. Fraser strongly advocated Planters 
making efforts in this direction, and an interesting discussion took place con- 
certdng the same on such points da the difficulties, as at present existent, of 
transport, the best methods of packing, disposal of crop, different varieties 
of oranges suitable to our soil and climate, and other details. The Chief Com- 
missioner promised to help us in evei*y way he could, and join us in our 
enquiries into this somewhat important q^uestion. The Hon. Secretary was 
de&ed to communicate with the Commissioner thereon. 

PaiHiser Pratactipw.— Mr. Bose brought forward this subject, which is 
doubtless one of vital importance to those interested in the Pepper Industry, 
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and as this product is now beinc largely and increasingly cultivated in the 
Province, both by European and Indian Planters, I think that all will agree 
with Mr. Rose that some steps should be taken to protect ourselves against the 
theft of this valuable produce which, it is generally allowed, is being carried on 
on a fairly extensive scale. Much discussion took place, and Mr. Harris, our 
Commissioner, kindly promised to assist us in this important matter— if it 
were in bis power to do so — the Hon. Secretary being desired to communicate 
with that gentleman. 

The following resolution was earned practically unanimously: — “That a 
Pepjwr Stealing Prevention Fund be started on similar lines to those of the Coflfee 
Stealing Prevention Fund.” Proposed by Mr. Jackson, seconded by Mr. Macrae. 

Messrs. Jackson, Macrae and R. D. Tipping were appointed to act as a sub- 
committee to frame rules, &c. 

The Chairman (Mr. Sprott) then rose and thanked Mr, Fraser, our Chief Com- 
missioner, our Commissioner, Mr. Harris, and our other visitors for favouring us 
not only with their attendance at the meeting, but also for the eound advice 
they had proffered, and the sympathetic interest they had shown in the proceed- 
ings generally. Mr. Sproit, continuing, expressed regret that his approaching 
departure to England necessitated his resignation of the chairmanship of 
the Association, which office he had had the honor to hold for many years, and 
he desired to thank the members for the kind assistance, sympathy, and able 
supiKU’t he had always received from them in the discharge of the duties of this 
responsible position, and he hoped that they would consider that his poor 
efforts to safeguard and manage the affairs of the Coorg Planters' Association 
had met with some small measure of success. A general expression of regret 
at the approaching departure of our Chairman, and a universal acknowledg- 
ment of the good and useful w ork he had done in the cause of, and the able 
manner in which he had always conducted the affairs of, our Association brought 
to a close a long and, 1 think f may safely add, very interesting and profitable 
meeting. 

(Signed) A. Lambkbt, 

ITof/. Secretary, 6'. P, A, 


Poili lietta, March Wh, 1907. 


Wynaad Planters’ Association. 

Meeting of ICth March 1907 at Meppady Club. 

Present. — Messrs. Abbott, Armstrong, Atzenwiler, Behr, Branson, Mackenzie, 
Maokinlay, Malcolm, Powell, Winterbothain and H.SVaddington, 
Honoi'ary Secretary. Visitor.— Mr. N. C. AVhitton. 

Mr. R. E. S. Branson in the chair. 

1. Proceedings of the last meeting were confirmed. 

2. Scientific Officer, — Read U. P. A. S. I. Circulars Nos. 9 and 12. The 
Hony. Secretary was instructed to ascertain what further subscriptions can 
raised and inform Secretary, TJ. P. A. S. I., of the amount. 

8. Cannanore Exhibition. — Bead correspondence. Approved. 

4. Tea Cess Committee, — Reatl U. P. A. S. I. Circulars Nos. 11 and 14. This 
Association adheres to its previous resolution that Mr. P. R. Buchanan be the 
representative for the U. P. A, S. I. 

5. Local Measures. —Read correspondence. Approved. The matter to stand 
over till the June meeting, when it is hoped full particulars will have been 
received. 

6. Jubilee Ward, Vayitri Hospital. — The Local Fund Board has made this 
available for all persons willing to pay 8 annas a day. Noted. 

7. New Member. — Mr. H. B. Winterbothain was elected. 

8. Attesting of Contracts.— The Hony. Secretary was instmeted to write 
asking that Mr. Behr may be api)ointed to attest contracts in place of Mr. 
Bich^mann, who has left the District, 

9. Police. — Read letter from Superintendent of Police, Calicut, informing the 
Assooiiation that Wynaad is now in the Police District of Noi*Ui Malabar and all 
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communications on Police matters should be addressed to the Superintendent 
of Police^ North Malabar, Tellicherry, who was made an Hony. Member of the 
Association. 

10. Poodupardi Hotel.— The Honorary Secretary was instructed to do what 
isnecessary as regards Building and Stables. 

IL Mono-Bail. — Road Mr. D. Jackson's letter. The Honorary Secretary 
was instructed to obtain from Mr. Jackson particulars as to cost. 

12. Papers on the table. — 

U. P. A. S. I. Circulars Nos. 9 to 16. 

Indian Tea Association Circulars Nos. 24 25. 

Indian Tea Cess Committee Bonus offered on Green Tea. 

A vote of thanks to the chair terminated the proceedings. 

(Signed) R. B. S. BRANSON, Gluiirman. 

(Signed) H. WADDINGTON, Honorary Secretary. 

9 


Shevaroy Planters* Assooiation. 

Proceediugs of a Quarterly General Meeting held in the Victoria Rooms, 
Yercaud, March 11th, 1907. 

Present.— Mes8i*s. Pritchard, S. M. Hight. C. G. Lechler, C. Rahm, W. Uahm, 
J. C. Large, F. D. Short, and W. I. Lechlei’, Chairman and 
Honorary Secretary, 

1 Read and confirmed Proceedings of Committee Meetings held in January 
and February. 

2 Read and passed accounts for ouarter ending February 28th. 

8 Read letter dated 6-3-07 from Mr. Cayley signifying his acceptance of the 
Hony. Secretaryship of the Association on the departure of Mr. W. I. Lechler, 
on certain conmtions. 

Resolved that Mr. Cayley's offer be thankfully accepted and that he be 
informed that his conditions will be complied with. 

4 Read letter dated 22-2-07 from Mr. A. G. Nicholson forwarding copy of 
rules issued to all his writers. 

Resolved that he be thanked for the rules and that he be informed that 
his suggestions re coffee passes will be considered later on. 

5 Read and recorded letter <mted 22-2-07 from the Collector and District 
Magistrate of Salem, stating that it is the intention of Government to replace, 
asfar as possible, the various local measures by one standard measure and that 
it has been decided for the present to ** standardize and not to prescribe 
measures. It is therefore open to merchants to use other measures, but in 
future no measure will be tested or marked as correct except those conforming 
to the standard measure. 

6 Bead and recorded U. P. A. Circulars Nos. 9, 14 and No. 16. With refer- 
ence to No. 15 this Association approves of the points brought forward by the 
late Ohairmam re advertising Conee, Rubber lands. Railways, Scientific O^cer 
and U. P. A. Finances and is of opinion that prompt action should be taken ip 
these matters, without however expressing their views at present as to thp 
nwdnB operandu 

7 The Hony. Secretary brought to the notice of the meeting that the R. 
returns of cultivation and production of coffee during 1906 are to be sent ip 
on or before the 1st April to the Deputy TahBilda,r under Section 15 of Madras 
Act VIII. 

Pi^rs laid on the table : 

Centod Travancore P. A. Proceedings, 19th January. 

Tea Circulan. 


(Signed) W. 1. LBCHLBR, 
Ohairmanf and Honorary Styrptaru* 
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Kmim Devan Plantin’ Association. 

Minutes of a quarterly General Meeting of the Kanan Devan Planters' 
Association held at Mannar Club on Saturday, 9th February 1007, at 2-30 p.in. 

PSEBBNT. — Messrs. J. C. Abbott (Chairman), H. M. Knight, C. Bell, JT. M. 

Bridgman, E. £. Williams, A. N. Sharp, D. Macintosh, A. J. 
Wri^t, J. C. Swiwne, A. J. Imray, G. E. Bewley, M. C. Koechlin, 
A. Yates, and H. L. Pinches, (Hony, Secretary). 

The Notice calling the meeting was read. 

U« P« A. 8* li Dnlegata'ft Repoi»t.— Mr. A. F. Martin, who represented 
the Association at Bangalore, spoke as follows : — 

Mr. Chaiiman and Gentlemen. 

“ Under your instructions, I attended the 18th Annual General Meeting of 
the U. P. A. S. I. which was held at Bangalore, on the 13th, 14th, 15th, and 
16th of August 1906. 

** The Book of Proceedings was published some time ago, and 1 have no 
doubt you have all made yourselves familiar witli its (Contents. Since then 
* The Planters* Ghroniclo * has been sent to the Manager of e^h estate gratis, 
and as this has contained the proceedings of the other Associations in Southern 
India, you have been able to follow the reports of the several other Delegates 
as to v^t occurred at Bangalore. Consequently I have very little to say. 

“ The Subject of Commissuyu ofi Money Orders is one which has recently 
assumed importance in the District. I therefore wish to call your attention 
to the fact mentioned by Mr. C. E. Abbott at Bangalore, that you <»n get 
by Parcel Post registered and insured Ks.400 in silver rupees, for which the 
Post Office charges Rs.O-O-O, while by Money Order the same amount costs 
Rs.4. We have so far not succeeded in convincing the Director-General that 
the Money Order commissions are too high. 

A Fertilizer Law we must all admit would beneht the whole county, and 
perhaps I may be premitted to express a hope that the Delegate of this Asso- 
ciation will be instructed to support the demand for control of the fertilizer 
trade at future meetings of the tl. P. A. 8. 1. 

As instructed, I supported the Peennade Delegate in his proposal, which 
was carried unanimou^y : * That this Association wishes to record its appre- 
ciation of the fact that one penny of the war tax on tea has now been removed 
*nd earnestly hopes that the Homo Government will see its way to reduce the 
tax by another penny at least, at no distant date.' 

** I also supported him in his proposal that the agitation for the removal of the 
Ceylon Import Duty on tea be continued, which was carried by the Meeting. 

** In compliance with your instructions, I opposed the idea of any of our joint 
funds being used for an Experimental Farm in Mysore. On the last day of the 
meeting, the proposal was superseded by one to the effect that South Indian 
Planters should appoint a Scientific Officer of their own, on the same lines that 
the Indian Tea Association has done. 

“ As regards the Labour Law, I am glad to say that there was evidence that 
its real nature is becoming more apparent to the Associations who form the U. P. 

A. S. I. Mr. Abbott stabS the case veiy clearly, and I recommend all of you to 
reperuse h^s remarks on page 82 of the Book of Ihroceedings. My own p^ was 
to prevent any possibility of the Act being forced u^n any District against its 
wiwes, whether in British India or in Native States, and in spite of Mr. 
Abbott^s resolution, which 1 seconded, being rejected, 1 think 1 may say that the 
position has been unproved so far as we ourselves are concerned. Of the two 
Districts where the Aot is in force, one appem to have reason to be actively 
hostile to it, and Gie other thinks that with certain amendments the Act may 
be made more use^i iind acceptable. 

The voting (pevhgps owing to the abstentions from voting) at the U. A. 

B. I. Meeting, agreed with the latter view. 
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“ I brought forward the matter of the Theni Bridge and was ably seconded 
by he Peermade Delegate, and a resolution that ^e U. P. A. S. I. lay the 
matter before Government was carried. 

** I supported the Honorable Mr. Hoc^son in asking Government for the 
early construction of three railways for Planting Districts, the first being the 
Dindigal-Pollachi-Palghaut Kailway. 

“ The previous year’s resolution on the subject of Weights and Measures 
was reaffirmed by the Meeting. 

“ It was shown that the U. P. A. S. I. finances were not in a Sound state, and 
as you all know, the subsecjiient failure of Messrs. Arbuthnot & Co. has added 
to the difficulties of the position. 

‘‘It was a compliment to the Kanan Devan Planters* Association that your 
Delegate was elected Vice-Chairman.*’ 

Mr. Iinray proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Martin for the able way in which 
he had represented this Association and his very interesting report. ^ 

Seconded by Mr. Koechlin and carried nem. con. 

SpI Mulam Dalegfites* Report* — Mr. Williams, who represented this 
Association at the Sri Mulam Popular Assembly at Trevandrum. said he had 
practically nothing to report, as tne only subject he was instructed to speak on 
was the desirability of a reduction of the Travancore Coffee Export Duty and 
he was informed as soon as he got to Trevandrum, that Government had already 
decided to reduce this from five to four per cent, on the present tariff valu- 
ation. It was therefore only necessary for him to. thank the Government on 
behalf of the Association for this very welcome reduction. 

Boday Mettii Ghat Road.— The Chairman informed the meeting that 
the new road was now finished but that it had cost more than the original 
estimate. After some discussion, Messrs. Knight, Koechlin and Pinches were 
deputed to inspect the road and report on it to the Association. 

Munnar Mottu Road: — Mr. H. M. Knight asked the Association to 
take up the question of the deviation of trace on this road. He explained to 
the meeting that in July 1905 the District Magistrate had asked him to cut 
this new piece of road which was to shorten the distance between Munnar and 
the Mettu by two miles and had informed him that he (the District Magistrate) 
had 1(8.650 to spend on it Mr. Knight had spent Rb. 620 on the road, of 
which Bb. 800 had been paid to him and I(s.d20 was still outstanding. He 
asked the Association to use their influence to recover this amount for him 
and to get the road finished, as at present it was useless, as about 200 yards at 
the Mettu end was uncut. 

The Hony. Secretary was instructed to address the District Magistrate on 
the matter. 

Shortage of Salt in the Diatrlot.— Mr. Martin proposed the follow- 
ing resolution. — 

That the Hony. Secretary of the Association be instructed to address the 
Excise Commission on the subject of shortage of salt in the District and to 
endeavour to get some satisfactory guarantee by which the constant worry, 
trouble and expense caused by the constant shortages occurring will bo 
avoided.*’ 

That failing to obtain satisfaotory assurances on tlie subject, the corres- 
pondence be carried to the British Resident.’* 

Seconded by Mr. Koechlin and carried unanimously. 

HoiM and Inland Malls. — Mr. Wright proposed ;~< 

“That since our representations to the District Superintendent of the 
Post Offices, Madura, have had no effect, the attention of the Postmaster 
Genera], Madras, be invited to the unsatisfactory and irregular way in. 
which postal matters (particularly Home Mail Papers) are being received at the 
Post Offices in the District, and an investigation of the matter requested.’* 
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Mr. Wright, in speaking to his resolution, said that the Home Mails used 
to reach us on Mondays, three weeks out of four, but that for weeks back, they 
had not reached us till Tuesday and that the delivery of Home Mail papers was 
stiU worse, as the last of them very often did not reach us until Thursday. 

With regard to the Ceylon Mails some time ago, the Association pointed out 
that letters from Ceylon took twenty-four hours longer to get here than , a 
passenger leaving Colombo by the same mail, and in answer to our represen- 
tations the service was acceleiated by twenty -four hours. The improvement, 
however, did not last very long, as at present and for some time back the 
delivery of Ceylon Mails had reverted to the old style. 

lie thought it was time that the Association made strong representations 
to the proper authorities, as the present state of affairs was intolerable.'^ 

The Resolution was seconded by Mr. Bell and carried unanimously. 

Grog Shop at Maddupattl. — The Chairman read correspondence 
between the Excise Circle Office, Devicolam, and the General Manager of the 
K. D. H. P. Co. with regard to the proposed opening of a Liquor Shop at 
31addupatti. 

The Chairman proposed the following resolution, which was carru»d unani- 
mously — 

** That this Association protests against the establishment of Liquor Shops in 
the District in direct opiwsition to the wishes of the members of the Associa- 
tion, and that the Government be asked to withdraw their proposal to establish 
a Liquor Shop at Maddupatti, where it is certainly not wanted.** 

With a vote of thanks to the Chair, the meeting terminated. 

Papers laid on the table. — 

U. P. A. S. I. Circulars to date. 

I. T.A. do do. 

Correspondence and accounts referring to deviation of trace on 
Munnar-Mettu Road. 

(Signed) J. C. ABBOTT, Chairman, 

( „ ) H. L. PINCHES, Hony. Secy, 

o 

The report of the Committee of the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce for 1906 
states : — 

Tea. — Total exports for the year of both Bla?k and Green Teas amount to 
160,909,386 lbs. asagainst 172,629, 960 lbs. for 1905, a decrease of 2,720,624 lbs. 
The quantity of Green Tea expoi ted is, however, nearly one million lbs. in excess 
of the shipments for 1905. Shipments to the United Kingdom show a falling oft' 
of 5J millions lbs., and to Australia of rather over one million lbs., as compared 
with 1905, whilst those \)f Russia and America have increased by about 2| and 
pillion lbs. respectively. Exports to other countries collectively have also 
increased by approximately } million lbs Shipments to India have declined 
by close on one million Ibsl, and a corresponding increase is noticeable in those 
to China, a large proportion of which finds its way to Russia and America. 

Quality.- The last half-year has seen a ^nerally higher average of quality 
than was produced in the earlier months. This was not so much due to any 
marked improvement from estates of high elevation but rather to careful 
plucking and manufacture, with favourable climatic conditions, in the lower 
districts. The supply of really finest flavoury kinds has not been large, while 
lattei'ly the commonest sorts have scarcely been represented, and it is to be 
hoped that with the more promising outloox for the lower grade teas every care 
will be taken to prevent falling away from the present standard. Green teas 
have shewn gooa quality and manufacture, throughout this ^riod. and but for 
the remunerative prices obtained for low country blacks, the quantity i^ght 
have been lai^ger, and without any pronounced weakness in quotations. The 
avei*age price obtained at local auctions was 85 cents, against 88 cents in 1905. 
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INDIAN TEA ASSOOIATION, (Calcutta). 

Extracts from Report of the General Committee for the year ended 31st 
December 1906. 

Indian Tea. Gms GoiwiItteC. — The Indian Tea Cess Committee have 
been consistently pursuing their eftbrts to push the sale and to increase the 
consumption of Indian tea in foreign markets. There is no need here to parti- 
cularise the work. It will be sufficient to say that in conjunction with Ceylon, 
the campaign in the United States is being vigorously prosecuted. A begin- 
ning has also been made in Belgium and Germany, wher*j a Special Commis- 
sioner is organising active measures. The bonus on exports of green tea has been 
continued during the year at the rate of six pies per lb. but there would seem 
to be some doubt as to whether this mode of assisting the industry can be 
usefully continued. 

Solent Ifllo Department.— The increase in the staff and the develop- 
nient of the work of this Department of the Association, which was outlined 
in the last report, has come into operation during the year. Mr. *C. B. 
Antram, the entomologist, whose appointment was notified in last year’s 
report, entered on his duties on April Ist. 1906. After careful consideration, 
it was determined to locate his headquarters in Cachar. A suitable bungalow, 
and a site for his laboratory were offered by the Doodputlec Tea Company, 
about four miles d'stant from Silchar. Since that time the laboratory has 
been erected, and is now occupied. In the nine months he has been in the 
service of the Association, he nas conducted investigations into three serious 
caterpillar yiests of tea— -the red slug caterpillar, the tea looi>er, and the bark- 
eating borer— an<l has, in conjunction with Dr. Mann, published a report on 
the first named of these. It is anticipated that serious work will be under- 
taken in 1907 in connection with the green fly of tea, and, if possible, also 
with thrip, which last has become a most serious enemy in the higher level 
gardens in Darjeeling. 

The Heeleaka Experimental Station has been maintained throughout the 
year under the resident charge of Mr. C. M. Hutchinson," and its area lias been 
extended in order to allow of the planting out of various varieties of tea under 
simiLir condition. The results of the experiments so far undertaken are very en- 
couraging. Among several new green manures for tea tried there, one has been 
found, daincJia (SeshaJiia cannainna), which bids fair to be su^rior to any crop 
hitherto used for the purpose. Its application on a large scale on a number of 

g ardens in 1906 has confirmed the results obtained at Heeleaka. Indications have 
found that the quantities of manure, such as oilcake and cattle manure, 
which it has been customary to apply to tea have been unnecessarily high, and 
that more economical results can oe obtained by applying much smaller quan- 
tities at more frequent intervals. It is proyiosed to leave most of the plots hither- 
to manured without any manure in the present season* in order to ascertain 
that permanent effect has been produced on the hushes by the manurial treat- 
ment, and also the residue of value left in the land after the treatment. A re- 
port of the results of these experiments for the first two years of their existence 
is now under preparation, and will be ready for issue early in 1907. 

Daring the manufacturing season, Dr. Mann was able, by the courtesy of the 
Tukvar Tea Co., Darjeeling, to continue his investigations into manufacture of 
tea on their estates. He had already worked out in Calcutta a method which' 
seems to give promise of affording a chemical method of determining flavour in 
tea. By its use he has been able to follow the course of the devmopment of 
flavour during the cour^ of manufacture, and to ascertain how it is affected by 
alteration in the conditions under which | tea is made. The results of this 
investigation are to be issued in the early part of 11)07. 

In April, May, and June 1906 the worst attack yet observed of ‘ blister blight^ 
of tea occurred in Upper Assam, and at the request of the local branch of the Tea 
Association, Dr. Mann was instructed to visit the district and to make a special 
study of the question. He was able, in a large measure, to account for its 
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prevalence, and t,o suggest methods which would tend to prevent attack in 
future years. These results were made public in a special bulletin on the 
subject. 

Several investigations which have been in hand a long time are now maturing, 
and it is hoped that it may be possible to bring out the results at an early 
date Among these may be mentioned the study of the tea soils of the Dual's, 
which, with those obtained earlier, will enable general results to be drawn for 
Soil treatment applicable to the whole of North-East India. Again, experi- 
ments were initiated into heavy -pruning of tea at the end of 1900, ana the 
results are now, at last, rip for issue. 

Statistics of Tea PiK>duotion« — A ({ucBtion concerning the annual 
statistical statement of the production of tea in India, was raised by the 
Director-General of Commercial Intelligence in September. The information 
upon which the statistics are based is obtained by the local (rovernments on 
a form of return which is filled in by the planters in the different districts. 
As regards the area under tea cultivation, planters are asked to state the 
number of acres * under mature plants.^’ and the number “ under immature 
plants.’* And in a f >ot-uote it is explained that “mature plants are plants 
over three years old ; and immature plants are plants less than three years old, 
that is, still unfit for idncking.*’ Certain discrepancies in the statistics of 
areas had been noticed by Govcrnmeni . And it seiuned to the Director- 
General that these discrepancie.s might be due to some confusion as to 
“ mature ” and “ immature ’’ plants. He invited the Committee to state : 
(1) whether they could account for the discrepancies in question ; (2) whether 
they would recommend a change being made in the dolinitiou of “ mature ’’ 
and “ immature ” plants ; and (8) whether the yield of plants of such age 
as to be partly plucked, approximates so closely to that of plants in full 
bearing as to warrant their inclusion in the statistics of area. 

The Committee consulted the different local Assoidation, upon the points 
thus raised. The result was that in December they replied to the Director-Gene- 
ral to the effect that they agreed with him in thinking that the discrepancies 
in question were probably due to confusion as to the precise meaning of the 
terms “ mature and “ immature *’ plants. They suggested that these terms 
should not be used at all ; and that the foot-note should be omitted also. It 
would be sufficient, they considered, if the headings to the two columns in which 
planters are asked to state their areas were amended to the following ; — 

Col. 7 Plants upwards of three years old. 

Col. 8 : — Plants oi three years old and under. 

The adoption of these headings would not involve any material change from 
the established system. The only difference would be that plants of three years 
old would be definitely accounted for, wdiich is not the case with the existing 
form. It was true, the Committee recognised, that the figures would not show 
accurately either the area under mature plants or the area under immature 
plants. For the age at which the tea plant arrives at maturity varies with the 
different districts. But the same objection applied to the existing sy stem, which 
had moreover been shown to be detective, in tliat its results were contradictory 
and unsatisfactory. On the other hand, the form, if amended as they proposei), 
ought to yield clear and definite results, seeing that there could be no possible 
doubt as to the particular infomiation wanted. 

The question is now before the Director-General, whose views are awaited by 
the Committee. 

British Import Duty on Toa«*-~Whcn the last Annual Report of the 
Committee was published the position in regard to this duty was that it had 
been reduced to 6d. per pound, and that the Anti-Tea -Duty-League, in con- 
junction with the Association was pressing for its further reduction. The 
agitation was continued, although, owing to difficulties w'hich occiiiTed in 
connection with the oirganisation and working of the League, certain changes 
had to be made. But towards the end of March tho Indian and Ceylon Asso- 
ciations in London submitted a memorial to the new Chancellor of the '^Ex- 
chepuer— the Rt. Hon. H. H. Asquith. In this memorial the action taken b}' 
the Associations in the past was recited : and it was urged that the duty should 
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be further reduced by the remission of the war tax of 2d. per pound, which was 
imposed in 11)00. It was also shown in the memorial that by the imposition of 
this war tax, the industry had been compiled to bear, during the i^riod 1900-06, 
a yearly addition of not less than £2 mi's, or mils, in the six years. By 
the enhancement of the duty in 1904 to 8d. per pound, this amount was 
further increased to the extent of ^2^ mils for the period of fifteen months. 
Thus, during the six years in question, tea had had to bear a burden of j£144 
mils, over and above the normal amount of j£4 mils, which it has contributed 
annually since 1890. 

The Committee forwarded copies of this memorial to the Government of 
India, and suggested that H. E. the Viceroy should impress upon His Majesty^s 
Government the urgent necessity of a special reduction being made in the 
impost. His Excellency did not however take action, as while the correspon- 
dence was in pro ress the announcement was made in the Budget Statement 
that the duty would be reduced from 6d. to Sd. per pound. The reduction was 
not considered to be particularly satisfactory, and the efforts of the Association 
and the Anti-Tea-Duty League are now being directed to the task of obtaining 
a still further remission. 

Ceylon Import Duty on Tea.— Thi^ difficult subject, which has been 
before the Committee so frequently of recent years, has again been under 
consideration. In March a question was asked in the House of Commons as 
to whether there was aiiv prospect of the abolition of the duty, which as is 
well known is levied at the rate of 4as. per pound on all teas imported into 
the island. The Under- Secretary of State for the Colonies replied that, in 
view of the opposition of the ‘Jeylon planters, the Government of the island 
had decided to make no change. They were, however, being invited to take 
the matter up again. 

Shortly afterwards the Committee decided, at the instance of the London 
Association, to approach the Government of India once more. They did so on 
the 28th June, pointing out that the imports of Ceylon tea into India had grown 
from 469,659 lbs. in 1908 to 921,789 lbs. in 1904, and to 2,107,001 lbs. in 1905. 
In view of these figures, and looking also to the fact that the representations 
of the Government of India had been ineffective the 'Committee suggested 
that the question should be referred to the Secretary of State for India, so 
that it might be taken up with the Secretary of State for the Colonies. Any- 
thing in the shape of a protective duty, which the Ceylon impost clearly is, was, 
the Cdminittee understood, absolutely opposed to the avowed policy of the 
present Government. And although the Government t)f Ceylon had deferred 
to the expressed wishes of the planting community, it seems to be possible 
that they might decide to abolish the duty on their own initiative, if the pro- 
posal were strongly urged. The Government of India consented to approach 
the Secretary of State for India, who in turn drew the attention of the Secre- 
tary of State for the Colonies, to the question. But Lord Elgin expressed the 
opinion that in view of the past correspondence with the Ceylon Government, 
it could not be conveniently re-opened at present. 

The Committee do not see that they can take any further action in India. 
But they have suggested to the London Association that an attempt might be 
made to raise the question again in the House of Commons at the first 
convenient opportunity. 

Paoking of Pannings and Small Leaf Teas.— Of recent years 
there have been complaints periodically of the heavy weight of dust and small 
leaf teas packed into chests. The Calcutta Tea Trades Association have repeat^ 
edly drawn attention to the necessity of reducing the weight, but no marked 
improvement has been' eileotod. In October last the Tea Traders* Association 
made the following recommendation, which they forwarded to the Committee, 
viz : — 

** That the quantity of fannings or small leaf tea of any description shall be 
limited to 100 pounds, and that nothing lighter than 4oz lead shall be 
used for Uning the chests containing such tea.’* 

With this recomendation the Committee were in agreement, and they placed 
it before the members of the Association. In so domg they expressed a hope 
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that members would strongly recoinincnd their (larden Managers to conform to 

^^^fli^nanoa. — ^The total planted area rejjresented by the Association during the 
year was 869, 994^ acres. The subserintion at the rate of one anna per acre 
amounted to R8.28, 124-1 0-6. The Revenue accuuint shows a surplus of 
118.1,486-18-8, which has been transferred to capital account. On the 
81st’ December 1906, the balance in hand amounted to Rs.l 1,870-6- 6. In 
addition, Government 8^ per cent. Securities to the extent of Rs.86,000aie 
held by the Committee. 

^ Work of Solentiots. 

At the twenty sixth Annual General Meeting held on Tuesday the 26th 
February 1907, hr. Mann said 

It seems to have become a custom for the Scientific Officer to the Indian 
Tea Association to grive a short account of the work of the past and the pro- 
gramme for the future in connection with his department at tlie annual 
meeting held in February, and it is a custom which 1 am only too pleased to 
follow'. As a matter of fact the past season has been one <»f extension, and 
of veiV considerable activity. The pcrBonnel has been increased by the 
aivpointment of an entomologist and several other additions to the staff; a new 
branch ststion has been founded and a laboratory built in Cachar ; no less 
tlian five bulletins have been issued dealing with as many sides of the scientific 
study of tea cultui*e and maiiufacturc ; and correspondence with planters in 
every part of the tea districts is constantly increasing. Yon will find a general 
statenient in regard to the work in the annual report now' in your bands, but 
there are several aspects on >Vhich I might perhaps enlarge to-day. 

From my own point of view none of the investigations undertaken since I 
came to India has had anything like the interest of those connected with the 
fermentation of tea. In the early days I was able to ascertain the cause of the 
changes which occur during this operation, to isolate the ferment, and ascertain 
its properties. At a little later date it W'as shown that one of the chief functions 
of the process of withering the leaf w as to cause a large increase in the amount 
of this ferment. Again, this increase was found to reiiuire a definite time to 
be completed, and if this time were exceeded the quantity again decreased. 
The result was to explain w^hy all methods of rapid withering have failed, and 
also why leaf left much Over twenty-four hours on the witheiing racks nearly 
always produces infeiior tea. Proceeding beyond this, I have been able to 
show" that the correct fermentation process which follows depends on this 
ferment, but that if the temperature is raised about 82 to 84® F. other actions, 
tmconiiccted with ferments of any kind, interfere with the process and spoil both 
the pungency and body of the tea produced. So far I w as able to go a year ago. 
Now in this matter I can take a furtlier step. Not only does a high tempera- 
ture interfere with the reaction we desire, but so does a low teiiiwrature also. 
In this cose it is not, however, owing to the existence of a second and undesir, 
able reaction, but to the fact that the reaction appears never to become complete^ 
Vandtbut before the fermentation is finished, microbes and other organisms have 
\o much time to giow’ that thay are able to seriously damage the class of tea 
Produced. Hence w e are now able to say with some amount of confidence that, 
8Vving regard to the pungency and body of the liquor alone, the best tea can 
Sxlly be pn duced when the fermentation takes place between 77 and 82® F. or 
ain extreme of 76® F. and 84o F. 

During the past season, for the first time I have been able to elaborate a 
method by which I can follow^ at least approximately, the development of the 
essential oil which is tlie principal cause of flavour in tea. Applying this method 
to the actual process in vogue, it immediately liecomes clear that the flavour is 
not at all developed during withering, for th6 essential oil remains nearly the 
eame during the whole of this operation. But As soon as leaf cells are broken 
in ttie rolling, development of sitch flavour as b possible takes place with extra- 
ordinary rapidity, lii half ah hour neairl^ aH Is developed ; after one liour 
'faking a temperature of F. as a stafiumtl) very little further change takes 
place, whfle after three hours from thA Commencement of lulling there is 
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usually a gradual loss of the flavour produced up to that point. In fermenta- 
tion we have therefore two apimrently inconsistent objects to attain. First, we 
have to give time enough to complete as near as may be the fermentation of 
the tannin and development of bodv of the liquor, and we must not give more 
than three hours, or the flavour will begin to decline, all being between the 
temperatures alrea<ly indicated. 

The best result which can l)e obtained hence varies with the tea which it is 
desired to produce. But it is perfectly clear that the best flavour from leaf 
cannot be obtained if more than three hours’ fermentation are given, nor the 
best liquor if less than about four and a half to five hours arc employed. 

But wil.h regard to flavour, there are other influences of even greater 
importance which follow tlie fermentation when the tea is on the firing 
machines. Time will not permit me to-day to enlarge on this matter, but the 
whole of my recent investigations are described in a pamplilet which will be 
ready for the press within a fortnight. 

The only otlier matter with which I will trouble you to-day concerns the 
fleeleaka Experimental Station. Several points have already come out of the 
field experiments on that station which are of intense interest. I have already 
written about the discovery of the dhamcha plant as a green manure for tea. 
During the last year it has maintained its reputation not only at Heeleaka, 
but in the hands of quite a number of planters, and the trouble now is to 
procure enough seed to satisfy the demands of the industry. The second 
matter is the proof of the extreme value of very small quantities of manure to 
tea. We have got almost equal results by the use, for instance, of five maunds 
of oilcake per acre as with fifteen maunds in the first year, and so far it seems 
very decidedly preferable to apply much smaller quantities of these concentra- 
ted manures than has hitherto been the custom, and to apply them more often. 
This result has a'so been confiniiod by the experience of quite a number of 
planters acting on our advice, and in a short time 1 expect to sec a much 
larger acreage of tea annually manured than has hitherto been the case, with 
very little, if any, increased expenditure of money. The third point which has 
l>econie clear from the Heeleaka experiments is the fact that none of the 
manures which we have applied in small quantities have had any appreciable 
effect ill causing deterioration of the quality of the tea, an effect hitherto 
always feared by planters in districts producing high quality tea, 

I cannot conclude without referring to the valuable work done and doing by 
the entomological department. Mr. Antram made last year a detailed study of 
the * red slug,’ a caterpillar pest of extreme severity in the Duars ; he is now 
employed on the more difficult pest, ‘ the bark-eating borer,’ which is doing 
much damage in the Surma Valley, and also on * the Sandwich caterpillar ’ 
which has been an annual serious visitant to parts of Assam. He is to commence 
the very difficult investigation of ‘the green fly of tea * as soon as this latter 
appears. His work has been good, and I anticipate great value from his services 
in the coming years. 

Now as to the future. During the next few months we hope to 
addition to the pamphlet on the ‘ Fermentation of Tea ’ already indiCt* m 

respectiveh on ‘ The Tea Soils of North East India,’ ‘ Experiments h. 
Piirning, 1901 — 1906,’ ‘ The Heeleaka Experiments, 1905 and 1906,’ ana 
Sandwich Caterpillar of tea.’ The work on the fermentation of tea wiErbe 
extended, and further steps, let us hope, made in its study ; the area under 
experiment at Heeleaka is being enlarged ; a careful investigation into the 
root development of tea is being made, and other lines of research are being 
followed up. 

These various investigations could not be maintained were it not for the keen 
and cordial co-operation of the planters in almost all our districts, and the good 
work of my various assistants. I feel that now, when the commercial future of 
tea is bright with hone, there ought to be rapid development on the lines which 
my department has oeen able to indicate during the last seven years, in the rais- 
ing of every tea estate to the highest possible level of both yield quality of tea. 
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General Committee Meeting. 

Extracts from Proceedings of a Meeting of the General Committee hel<l on 
the 5th March 1907. 

Ceylon Import Duty- — A letter from the Cliainnan of the Assam 
Brancn of the Association was before the Committee. At the meeting of 
Committee held on 5th February, reference was made to a proposal that 
united action should be taken to bring to the notice of Government that injus- 
tice done to the producer of Indian teas in the matter of the respective duties 
levied on teas imported into India and Ceylon. 

The details of the scheme, as set forth in Mr. Skinner’s letter, were noted, 
and it was decided to await a further promised communication on the subject 
before taking action. 

Solentlflo Department. — A letter of 1st March from Dr. Mann was 
considered. In conne<*>tion with the scheme for the entomological section of 
the Scientific Department of the Association, an Assistant Entomologist was 
provided for, and Dr. Mann now wrote that he had found a man suitable for 
the post, and requested permission to appoint him on probation for three 
months, at a salary of Rs.50 per month, to be raised to Rs.lOO per month 
should he prove satisfactory. The Committee decided to await the estimates 
for the Department for the current year, which are p esently being drawn up, 
before dealing with the matter. 

Dr. Mann also submitted the account of the Scientific Department with the 
Scottish Assam Tea Co., from which it appeared that, nt the end of January, 
there was a balance in favour of the Association of Rs.2-2-3. 

United States Food and Drugs Act, 1906. 

Circular No. 7 of 1907. 

The accompanying letter of ^Ist January 1907, from Mr. R. Rlechynden, St. 
Louis, is published for the information of members, along with a ruhng of the 
Department of Agriculture of the United States regarding the application of 
the Interstate Pure Food Law to Tea. 

W. PARSONS, 

Secretary, 

No. 208-210, Olive Street, St. Louis, 21st January 1907. 

From — R. Blechynden. Esq., 

To — W. Parsons, Esq., Royal Exchange Building, Calcutta, India. 

It is as yet too soon to form a decisive opinion as to the probable effect of 
the Pure Food Law upon the tea trade, still there are already indications 
worth noting. 

Although the Law was passed on the 30th June last, it did not come into 
effect until the 1st January, and but little attention was givcui to its provisions 
till about the close of the year. Since then there has been a growing feeling of 
alarm in the trade and an uncertainty as to how the importation of (^reen Teas 
would be affected. So late as the 16th instant, a correspondent writing to me 
on this subject said, “ Anything will be better than this suspense. It is just 

killing the whole business outside of Blacks and the big houses like X 

and Y , etc. are helping it along by demanding with each purchase a 

guarantee that the tea they buy will come in all right under the Pure Food Law 
which, so far, I have not heard of any one giving, but they do write on the 
contract ‘ guaranteed to be the same, etc., as passed by the Government 
Inspectors.’ Since then 1 understand that a distinct ruling has been obtained 
from Washington that teas passed by the Government Inspectors under the Act 
of March 2nd, 1897, will not be interfered w’th under the Pure Food Law. While 
this settles the question for the present, it may arise in another form when the 
standards are being selected under the Tea Law, which will govern the 
im^rtations of the ensuing season. 

In any event, a feeling of distrust has been created in regard to Green Teas, 
and the fact that they are artificially coloured has been forced upon the attei^tion 
of the trade. This fact is not new to the trade generally, but has been accepted 
without especial consideration heretofore. 
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Under the regulations governing the administration of the Pure Food Law, 
“ only harmless colors may be used in food products.” Section 7 of the Law is 
read with regulations 12 and 14, and Regulation 15 will also apply. 

So far as we know at present, the immediate result has been that Green Tea 
repacked in this country into such packages as pass directly into the hands of the 
consumers have to be especially labelled with a wording that they are artificially 
colored. The following is the matter used upon this special label by a Tea 
house in this city: — 

AHTIFICIALLY COLOURED 

With vegetable matter but not harmful, and in no way affects the natural 
fiavoiir, the colouring is used for appearance and style only This tea is 
put into this container direct from the original imported package, which 
has been passed upon and released by the United States Custom House 
officials as being pure tea. 

This label has to be used on packages containing either Green tea alone, or 
blends in which Green teas are included. • 

Unier Regulation 21, teas put up in packages in this country in blends of 
India and Ceylon or of these and other teas together, have to be labelled and 
the names of teas composing the blend have to be stated on the label. The 
local firm I have referred to above uses the following special labels 

** Blend of India and Ceylon Teas.’* 

“ This Tea is a blend of China, Japan, Formosa, India and Ceylon produc- 
tion.” 

As 1 have pointed out above, only harmless substances can be used for color- 
ing food. We have yet to learn what substances the Department considers 
bannless, as Regulation 15, paragraph (b) says that the Secretary of Agriculture 
shall determine this from time to time. The fact that Green teas are not 
coloured with vegetable substance appears to be well established. 

I have written at some length upon this subject as it has an important bearing 
upon the future of the tea trade in this country. The retail trade aiv demanding 
guarantees from jobbers and packers, and a form of guarantee is recognize d by 
the Department of Agriculture. The important question is, however, how the 
consumer will act and whether the fact that Green teas are adulterated, 
whereas Black teas arc not adulterated, will make a change in their demands. 

In addition to the Green Teas of China, as well as of India and Ceylon, Japan 
Pan-fired tea is artificially coloured. Basket-fired and Sun-dried Japans and 
Black teas only are uncoloured. In this connection it appears to me important 
to remember that the natural uncoloured teas, known in India as Namotma^ 
w'hile entirely free from colouring matter, have the same cup qualities as the best 
China Green or of Japan Pan-fired In a few months* time, before the open- 
ing of manufacture, I may be in a position to make some suggestion in reference 
to pushing this class of tea. 

Chicago, January 1907. 

Imported Goods may go into Interstate Commerce without further inspection, 
provided such shipments shall be made in the original packaj^es. If, however, 
the packages are broken, they no longer have the protection of tlie Im^rt 
lailir, and become subject to the rules applied to domestic products, e. if a 
case of Tea be imiKirted which contains small cartons peU^.ked with Tea, the 
original case may be opened, and the cartons transpoi-ted iii interstate com- 
merce without additional labelling, and no statement that it is colored need 
be made, provided the cai-tons shall not be opeue(]|. If, however, the cartons 
are opened, they no longer have tlie protection of the Import law, and 
immecuiitely become subject to the rules applied to dpfnestic moduets; and, if 
the tea is artificially colored, every cai^h ihhst bear the follo^hg statement— ^ 
“ Artificially Coloured.” All colored teas repacked in the Tlhited States must 
be labelled to show they are colored. 



THE PLANTERS* GHRONIGLE. 88 

DARJILING PLANTERS* ASSOCIATION. 
Annual General Meeting. 

Extracts from proceedings of the Annual General Meeting of the Association 
held at the Club, on Thursday, the 27th February 1907 : — 

Gey Ion lmpoi*t Duty. 

The Ohairjnan said : — The question of the import duties on Indian and Ceylon 
teas entering the two countries respectively has constantly engaged the atten- 
tion of your Couimittee, and has also been the subject of considerable 
correspondence between the Assam Branch of the Indian Tea Association, the 
Indian Tea Association, and Government ; but hitherto, 1 regret to say, no 
redress of the injustice being done to India, has been obtained. 

At a meeting of your Committee held on October 27th last, it was resolved 
that I should address the different Tea District Associations with a view to 
taking united action on the subject. 

Accordingly on November oth, I wrote a circular letter to the 18 different 
Tea District Associations of India, suggesting that the Planters’ Association of 
Assam, as the Premier Tea Distrit*t of India, should be asked to write on behalf 
of all the other Associations to the Indian Association, Calcutta, urging that 
further vigorous steps should be taken in the matter. 

The Assam Association replied approving of the suggestion of combined 
action, but deciding to defer doing so until a definite reply had been receivc<l 
to a letter addressed by the Indian Tea Association to the Go\ eminent on the 
subject, on the 28th .June last. Subsotpiently a reply, dated December 4th, 
was received from Government, stating that the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies did not see his way to rc-opening the question at present. 

1 think yon will agree with me, gentlemen, that this is most unsatisfactory, 
and I think the agitation should be continued until the injustice is redressed. 

At the present time the Planters of Ceylon arc clamouring for increased 
facilities for the importation of labour from Southern India for the purpose of 
working their estates wliilst jilacMng a prohibitive duty on Indian Tea entering 
the Island, their own tea at the same time entering India practically free. 

A poll tax levied on every coolio emigrating from India to Ceylon, would, 1 
think, soon bring them to their bearings, 

I trust the Assam .Association will again take the matter up at their forth- 
coming meeting on the 1st prox. and initiate some combined action to be taken 
by the whole of the Indian Industry. 

The report of the Committee of the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce for 
1906 states : — 

Bubber. — The export figures of this article, which have been based on entries 
passed at the Customs for Ceylon Produce, amount to 417,661 lbs., as against 
168,547 lbs. during 1905. From the very material increase as shewn above of 
249,114 lbs., some 90,000 lbs. representing Straits Rubber re-exported must, 
however, be deducted. This produce has been coming in with gradually increas- 
ing quantities, and the larger parcels offering have induced more general com- 
petition and brought foreign orders to this market. The supplies for the first- 
half of the year were short, as must always be the case with this product during 
the dry weather, and the bulk of the crop was delivered between June and 
December. The prices for the previous year were not maintained and ranged 
from Rs.4 paid in January to R8.4’25 — 4 80 paid in June down to R8.4*10 in 
August and Rs.8‘80--8 85 in December. The fall at tlie end of the year was 
chiefly due to the decline in the home market, and the high rate of exchange 
then ruling affected the prices to fome extent. The quidity of rubber was 
generally good, the bulk being comprised of sheet and biscuit ; crepe and block 
were not manufactured to any extent, though some very fine samples of these 
were produced. Worm rubber was made on one or two estates, and the prices 
realised were always rather more than the current prices ruling for biscuit or 
sheet. ^ Scrap rubber was generally not very clean and contained a fair quiifUtity 
of foreign matter, and producers would do better to have this grade cleaned or 
converted into crepe, for which grade there is a good general demand springing up. 
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THE ELOTERS' A8SOOIATION OF CEYLON. 
Heetliig of the Committee. 

Exti*act from Minutes of proceedings of a meeting of the Commifctce of the 
Planters’ Association of Ceylon, held at the Victoria Commemoration Buildings, 
Kandy, on Friday, the 8th March, 1907, a'. 3 p.m. 

ELECTION OF SECRETARY. 

The Sub-Committee appointed by the Committee of the P. A. to consider 
applications for the post of Secretary of the P. A. submitted the name of 
Mr. Alox. Wardrop, Kuda Oya Estate, Hatton, as the most suitable applicant 
for the post. 

The name of Mr. Alex. Wardrop then having been put to the meeting, he 
was unanimously elected Secretary . 

LABOUR. 

Ke-elected members for the Coast Agency Committee with additions, for the 
cun'ent year, and also re-elected members for the Labour Sub-Committee! 

Read letter from Government (in reply to Resolution sent in on the subject 
of the provision of funds for woi*kiug the Coast Agency) intimating that H. E. 
Governor regrets that he can hold out no hopes of the collection of such a cess 
as is proposed for the Labour Agency being undertaken by the Government, 
adding that the work of collection would entail considerable expense and that it 
would be more suitably carried out by the Association. 

Resolved — That a Sub-Committee consisting of the Acting (Miaiiman and the 
Planting Member in Council, Messrs. Alex, Wardrop and J B, Coles and Mr. 
Alex. Fairlie, the Chairman of the Charal>er of Commerce, be appointed to 
approach Government on the question of the Coast Agency. 

Read and submitted letters from Messrs. J. P. Ryan and G. H. Hughes and 
Mr, C. E. Welldoii re the labour question. 

PROPObEl» PEST ORDINANCE. 

Resolved : — That the Secretary do obtain copies of* the amended Pest 
Ordinance and send to the District Association with a letter representing that 
they will forward suggestion to the Secretary, P. A., to be passed on to the 
Planting Member in Council. 

Meeting of the Thirty Committee. 

Extract from Minutes of j)roceeding8 of a meeting of the *’Thirt> Committee” 
appointed to administer the proceeds of the Export Duty on Tea levied under 
Ordinance No. 4 of 1894 for increasing the consumption of Ceylon Tea in 
Foreign lands, held at the Victoria Commemoration Buildings, Kandy, on 
Saturday, the 9th March, 1907, at 7-30 a in. 

TEA CESS. 

Intimated that the following resolution passed at the Annual General Meeting 
of the Planters* Association on the 8 th February had been sent to Government, 
viz : — That this Association regrets the decision of the Secretary of State forthe 
Colonies to stop the Export duty on Tea at the end of 1908, and would express 
the hope that if, when wie time arrives, a large majority of the Tea producers 
are m favour of its retention, he wdll reconsider the puestion.^ 

Resolved. — That a Sub- Committee be formed of Messrs. James Westland, 
AV. Sinclair, W. L. Strachan, with the Secretary, P. A , to fonnulate a scheme 
for pushing the sale of cardamoms. 

The Chairman of the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce, Mr. A. Fairlie, estimates 
that there are now probably 100,000 to 120,000 acres of PorA Rubber under 
cultivation in Ceylon, and states that when estates were in bearing the cost of 
production will not exceed 12 annas to Re.l per lb. 
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The British Tea Duty* 

The following memorial has been addressed to the Chancellor of the Excliequer 
by the Indian Tea Association (London) and the Ceylon Association in London : 

The Right Honourable Henry Herbert Asquith, k c.. m. p., Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. 

Sir,— We the undersigned Associations, representing producers of tea in 
India and Ceylon, have the honour to address you on the subject of the import 
duty on tea. 

In 1908 and 1904, we memorialised the then Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
and again in March last we had the honour to address you pointing out that 
for eleven years previous to 1901, with a duty (►f 4d. per lb., the increase in 
consumption of all teas in the United Kingdom averKge<l f\N e million lbs. a year 
but since that date, until last year, with the duty at 6d. to 8d. per lb., consump- 
tion had remained almost stationary. That the check in consumption was due 
to the higher duty seems to be proved by the fact that the veiuissionof 2d. per 
lb. by your predecessor in 1905 and of Id. by yourself last year has had the 
effect of increasing duty payments no loss than 1 1,000,000 lbs. as the following 
figures for the calendar years show: — 


1901 


... 255,878,08211)8. 

1902 


... 254,440,188 „ 

1903 


... 255,805,058 „ 

1904 

• ... 

... 256,600,268 „ 

1903 


... 259,090.880 „ 

1W)6 

• ... 

... 270,090,895 „ 


It is necessary, however, to point out that some part of this increase is 
probably due to the replenishment of duty-paid stocks, w hich had been reduced 
to the smallest possible limit foi* some time previous to the introduction of 
your last Budget, on ai^count of a w'ell-founded anticipation of a reduction in 
the duty. 

We would furtlier bring to your notice that previous to the impo.sition of 
the ‘‘ War Tax ’’ in 1900, of which Id. it must be borne in mind still exists, 
tliere had been a regular increase in the per capita consumption of tea. 

The maximum was reaclieil in the year 1901, but since that year tliere has 
been a decrease until last year, the figures being as follow^s : — 


1901 



Per head. 
. . 6'16 

1902 



. . 6 0« 

1908 



. . 0 02 

1904 



.. 600 

1905 



.. 6-00 

1906 



. . 618 


It will be seen that the per capita consiiinption last year is practically the 
same as it was in 1901, and although w^e do not claim that the increase will go 
on to an indefinite extent, we do state that there is no reason why it should 
not increase to Uie level of the consumption in Australia and New Zealand, 
where the per capita consumption is Tibs, and 6-64lbs. per head respectively. 
An increased consumption of many millions of pounds of tea in the home market 
may reasonably be expected if only a further reduction in the duty cun be 
obtained. 

Further, we would like to point out that the present duty is equal to a of 
75 per cent, on the average value, and, as stated in your Budget speech last 
year, it is ** still by far the behest in proportion to its value of all jdie taxes 
levied on articles of food apart from alecmol. “ Coffee bear» a tax of 25 per 
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cent, and cocoa only 13 per cent. Consequently, the principal temperance 
beverage of the country bears an unduly heavy impost. A heavy duty is apt 
to defeat its object, viz., to increase i‘evenue, by re<lucing the consumption and 
thereby curtailing its productive value. 

It is inq>ortant to state that the reduction of the duty bv Id. per lb. in April 
last was of a too low monetary value to have any sensible effect upon retail 
prices of an article which is so generally sold across the country in quarter- 
pound and even two-ounce packets. The force of retail competition, however, 
undoubtedly compelled distributors for a time at least to give better tea at the 
old prices. 

\Vc may mention that the rise in duty aftected the tea-producing industry 
very severely, and if it had not been for the activity of those engaged in pushing 
tea into new markets, in several of which there is no duty levied at all, and the 
good fortune that these new mai’kets responded to the efforts made, a very 
grave loss of income would have been inflicted on those who derived their living 
from tea gardens, to whom a further reduction of duty would be only an act of 
bare justice. 

We beg to remind you that it has been clearly demonstrated that an excessive 
duty not only injures the consumer, but also the producer, which fact you 
emphasised in yo\ir Budget speech last year in the following words : Again 
an excessive duty on tea injures the producer as well as the consumer, and in 
this case, as I think my predecessor pointed out last year, the producer in nine 
cases out of ten is one of our fellow-subjects developing in India or Ceylon 
the resources of the British Empire.” There is, therefore, no occasion for us 
to put forward farther evidence on this point. 

Prom the Imperial point of view, wc would respectfully bring to your notice 
that the tea industry has been of material benefit to India and Ceylon. Large 
tracts of unhealthy waste land have been brought under cultivation, contribut- 
ing substantially to the land revenue of the Empire. 

Hundreds of thousands of native labourers have been removed from the 
congested districts and are now employed on tea estates, or comfortably settled 
down in villages in hitherto unexplored jungle land. This enterprise has been 
the means of openmg out railway communication in both countries, and is by 
far the- most important industry in the province of Assam and in the Island of 
Ceylon. 

In conclusion, Sir, we would urge on you the inexpediency of imposing on 
any article of food, especially the working man*s teetotal drink, a burden as 
great as that which tea has now to bear. A burden which, at the same time, 
weighs heavily upon a great industry now almost entirely in British hands, built 
up by Rritish energy, and on which British capital of over j 686,000,000 has 
been expended. 

We, therefore, trust, Sir, that you will be able, in the present year, to make a 
further reduction in the existing duty. 

We have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient servants, 

For the Indian Tea Association (London). 

Sinclair MacLbay, Chairman. 

J. Huckinoham, Secretary. 

For the Ceylon Association in London. 

Norman W. Oribve, Chairman. 
William Martin Leake, Secretary. 


The Pasteur Institute of Southern India, Coonoor, was opened on April let, 
1907, for the treatment of persons who have been bitten by rabid animals* 
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Presidency, next month, to study the conditions of the cultivation of 
those crops. 

One purpose of this enquiry is to obtain such local information as will 
enable the experts of the Agricultural Department to endeavour to help 
these industries both in Madras and Mysore as regards insect pests and 
plant diseases. 

** It would be of much assistance to me in drawing up a programme for 
Mr. Main, if you could give me a rough idea of the t 3 rpical centres 
which might usefully be visited by Mr. Main in this connection, and 
also give me the names and addresses of the Secretaries of the District' 
Associations. 

“ The favour of a very early reply is requested.” 

District Associations were at once communicated with, and the Director of 
Agriculture was assured of willing co-operation with Mr. Main. 

That gentleman decided to visit Mysore and Coorg first, and on arrival in 
Bangalore he consulted with Dr. A. Lahmann, Agricultural Chemist to' the 
Government of Mysore. These two gentlemen visit^ the Secretary, U.P.A.S.I. 
on the 28rd April, and were informed of the above communication from Madras: 
Mr. Main proceeded without delay to the coffee and pepper districts of 
Mysore and Coorg, and decided to settle his programme for planting districts 
in the Madras Presidency after hearing from the Director of Agr'culture there. 
His tour will probably be continued until the monsoon breaks. 

It was announced in various newspapers lately that Mr. Main was likely to 
be deputed to make a special inquiry into complaints of adulteration of various 
Indian products, such as jute, &c., but, for the present at least, this scheme 
has fallen through. 

To PopulaHse Goffea. 

In last issue (Vol. IL, No. 8, p. 64. et Hfiq.) correspondence from Mr. .lohn 
0. Sanderson, the representative of the TJ. P. A. S. 1. on the London Chamber 
of Commerce, was published. Mr. Sanderson has since sent further letters on 
the Same subject. Writing on the 22nd March 1907, he said : — 

I confirm my letter of - last week and have now the pleasure to inform you 
that the London Chamber of Commerce has arranged to hold a. meeting on 
Monday, April 8th, 1907, when the members of the Coffee Section will discuss 
“ whether it is possible to take any steps for popularising the use of Coffee in 
the United Kingdom.’^ By this mail I am forwarding you a copy of last 
Saturday’s ** Grocer ; ” on page 679 you will find a letter re the “ Sale of 
Coffee.” 

The letter referred to is as follows : — 

The Sale of Coffrs. 

SiE,— My attention has been directed to a letter which appeared in your- 
issue of March 9th, signed Dorset,” who states that his customers are in the^ 
habit of complaining that coffee causes backache. 

There can be no suggestion that this is due to the alkaloid caffeine, for this 
appears under a different name and in greater amount in the infusion of tea, 
and in cocoa also. Caffeo-tannic acid is another oonstituont of coffee which 
might be blamed, did we not know from experiment that it is even less likely 
to create disturbance than the similar body found in tea, especially the coarser 
growths of India and Ceylon. The only other possible delinquent is a subs* 
tance called caffeon, developed during the roasting process, and to which the 
decoction owes its fragrance and character. Pharmacological experiment haa 
shown that Caffeon quickens the pulse, acting as a diffusible stimulant, and 
bringing a glow of warmth to the surface of the body. It has never been 
stated that it leads to any untoward symptom. All the other elements enter* 
ing into the cotuposition of the coffee berry are of the simplest and most 
harmless kind, against which no allegation would hold for a moment. 
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Were the experiment that is continually being practised upon the people of 
almost every civilised nation not sufficientl 3 ' convincing as to the innocuous 
character of coffee, we might appeal to the scientific observers who have been 
investigating the action of caffeine, caffeo-tannic acid, and caffeon in many a 
laboratory, they would give us assurance. 

They would also tell ns that coffee ’acts as a diuretic, stimulating the action of 
the kidneys to a valuable extent, without creating by-effects that would con- 
traindicate its use in cases of heart or kidney* diseases of an advanced type. It 
is used medicinally in cases of collapse, and during the attempt at resuscitation 
in the apparently drowned or in the victims of profuse hemorrhage. Coffee is 
also prescribed by members of the faculty as a nerve-pacifier in cases of head- 
ache and neuralgia, while every coffee drinker knows the delightful feeling of 
refreshment and well- being with increase of mental vigour that follows the 
indulgence in his favourite beverage . 

If coffee were the cause of backache to any appreciable extent, our sympathies 
should go out to the phlegmatic Dutchman and to our cousins in the United 
States of America, whose consumption of coffee far exceeds our own. As we 
hear no complaints, however, it does not appear that they stand in need of our 
sympathy. 

So different are the products sold as coffee, or something to take its place in 
one form or another, and so inferior the result of roasting even fine berrie^ 
when they are first ill-treated in the roaster, and then sold in a stale condi- 
tion, often mixed with that doubtful product chicory, that I fear good coffee 
is being made to bear the brunt of blame due to these circumstances, and not 
to any demerit in itself. 

Let the grocer roast and blend his own coffee, of high or low grade to suit his 
customer's pocket, but let him sell it fresh and free from chicory, and I venture 
to say he will hear nothing of backache as a reproach, while it is not unlikely 
he will listen to more laudatory encomiums lavished upon it than upon all his 
other goods put together. 

Finally, I would say coffee is no longer upon its trial as a beverage. It has 
graduated with honours, and it is onl^^ because the people of the present 
generation have not been allowed to become aa^uainted with its virtues at its 
best by the marjority of grocers that a single word is heard against it. 


I am, &c., 

W. G. McDowkll, L.R.C.P. & S., 

Medical Director, 

Incorporated Institute of Hygiene, 

34, Devonshire Street, Harley -Street, W., March 12. 

In a letter dated the 5th April Mr. Sanderson remarked ; — 

I confirm my letter of 27th March and now enclose notice of meeting of 
the Coffee and Cocoa Trades Section of the London Chamber of Com- 
merce to be held on Monday next. I quite hope to have a full attend- 
ance of Brokers and dealers and some importers. I am posting you a 
copy of last week’s ‘ Grocer ’—on page 851, there is a short articles 
referring to the meeting. 

P. --Since writing the above I have seen Mr. Brook Moekett and Mr. 
Elliot, and they have promised to attend the meeting.’* 

[Inolosures.1 

Extract from L, C, of C, Agenda, 

Consumption of Coffbb. 

To discuss whether it is possible to take any steps for popularising the use 
of Coffee in the United Kingdom, 
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Extract from “ The Grocer - 

** We have called attention to the fact that negotiations have been proceeding 
during recent months with the object of promoting a campaign in favour of 
coffee, to foster the sale of this much neglected article in the United Kingdom, 
and we are glad to learn that at last there is some prospect of these negotia- 
tions having a tangible result. Efforts have been made to enlist the co- 
operation of importers, brokers, wholesale houses and retail distributors, with 
the result that a meeting of gentlemen interested in the trade with those con- 
cerned in the production of coffee has been convened to be held at the ofl^ces 
of the London Chamber of Commerce, Oxford-Court, Cannon Street, London, 
at 8-^ p.m. on Monday, April 8, The consumption of coffee per head in 
this country, already small, is slowly diminishing, and there is no doubt 
that if the sale of ^coffee is to develop as it ought a well-sustained 
effort to promote its popularity will have to be made by those interested 
in its production and distribution. The use of chicory with coffee may. 
to some extent, be responsible for its dwindling sales, but there <}an 
be no doubt that the inrlifferent and unenterprising manner in which many 
grocers have conducted this department of their business has also contributed 
to the downfall, >ind we hope that the forthcoming meeting, coupled with the 
interesting li ters on the subject of coffee-roasting which have recently been 
published in o ir pages, may induce grocers generally to show more enterprise 
in fostering the demand for this commodity. There is certainly room for 
a substantial increase in the sale of coffee in this country.** 

The British Tea Duty. 

In the April number the memorial of the Indian Tea Association (London) 
and the Ceylon Association in London to the Chancellor of the Exchequer was 
published, and the present issue contains a similar memorial submittea by the 
Anti-Tea-Duty League. The latter was kindly sent to the Association by the 
Secretary to the League, , who wrote hopefully of the prospects of a reduction 
of the duty, by a penny at the least. Since then the Budget has been pre- 
sented to Parliament, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer has announced no 
reduction. He has gone the length of suggesting that it might have been 
possible to take one penny off it, but has intimated that this would not have 
benefited the consumer. 

Oeylon Import Duty on Too. 

In a slightly modified form, the draft letter printdfi on pp. 62/63 of the 
April number (Vol. II., No. 8) has been approved by almost all the Associa- 
tions concerned, and it is hoped that in a very short time the list of adherents 
will be complete, so that the Indian Tea Association, Calcutta, may be moved 
to bring the question of the Ceylon Import Duty on Tea before the Secretary 
of State for India, through the Government of India. 

Solentiflo Publications. 

In the present issue Dr. Harold Mann’s second mono^aph on the Fermenta- 
tion of Tea is reprinted, by kind permission of the Indian Tea Association, 
Calcutta. In view of the interest and value attaching to this and similar 
t^atises by the scientific staff of the I. T. A., that Association was asked to 
kindly sanction their republication in the Planters* Chronicle and the necessary 
authority was given with a promptitude that greatly enhances the Editor’s 
appreciation of it. He takes this opportunity of tendering his thanks 
publicly to the Indian Tea Association and has no doubt that his appreciation 
of their courtesy will be shared by all connected with the U. P. A. S. I. That 
the present number of the Chronicle should run to unusual length, is a 
necessary coiiseiiuence^ of the mclusion of Dr. Maiin'^s instructive treatise ; but 
to tea planters at least ’ no slpologies need be offered. As regards Coffee and 
Kubber and other products, it is hoped that as the Chronicle gains strength 
it will be able to do equal justice to any special scientific treatises that may be 
available from time to time. The chief aim in all such cases will be to help 
plantei'S to file such publications in a convenient form for ready reference. 
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MBBTINOS OF DISTRICT ASSOCIATIONS. 
South Mysore Planters* Association. 

Minutes of the Forty-third Annual General Meeting, held at Saklaspur 
on the 28th March, 1907. 

Present ; — Messrs. J. G. H. Crawford (President), G. Anderson, c i, b., J. E. 

Butcher, R. Taylor (M. Woods & Co.), W. L. Crawford, S. Slad- 
den, Capt. E C. Forster, W. F. Scholfield, C. Lake, T. Ander* 
son (Hon. Secy.). Visitor— Rev. J. Redmond. 

Notice convening the meeting having been read, the minutes of last 
meeting were confirmed. 

Prasldent'c AddiHSCS. — Gentlemen, — At this our Forty-third Annual 
•General Meeting we have an unprecedentedly bad season to look back upon, to 
many of us the most adverse ever experienced, and to not a few matters al- 
ready bad have l>een greatly aggravated by the unexpected and disastrous 
failure of the him of Messrs. Arbuthnot & Co., the complications resultant on 
which I need not allude to as they are too well known to require repetition. 

U* P« A» I.— It is with extreme regret I have to inform you that Mr. J. A. 
Harris, who has done such good work, not only for this Association but in the 
interests of our community at large, has had owing to ill health to resign the 
•chairmanship of the Parent Association and proceed Home to recruit. That 
the voyage and his stay in England will prove beneficial I truly hope, and feel 
-sure that you will all join me in wishing him a speedy restoration to health and 
strength, and a pleasant time in the Old Country to both himself and Mrs. 
Harris. 

While on this subject, I would seriously call your attention to a paragraph in 
Mr. Harris’ last letter to the U. P. A. S. I., as I think it vitally concerns our 
industry. In it he says that the opinion that coffee is insufficiently advertised 
appears to becoming more pronounced and it is thought that unless steps are 
taken to remedy this, the beverage will be held in less popular favour than even 
at present. He then goes on to say that the dealers, who are as much interested 
as ourselves, should advertise, but that, if they fail to do so, it rests with Planters 
to evolve some remedy and trusts that at the next U. P. A. S. I. meeting the 
subject will receive the consideration it deserves, as the increased consumption 
of coffee is of the greatest moment to us. I cordially support this suggestion 
and recommend it seriously to your attention. 

Pi*Ospaots« — The outlook on the whole for 1907-08 is good, and granted 
that showers fall soon high average crops should be the result. Prices have 
somewhat improved, I am glad to note, for good parchment coffee, not only on 
the Coast but in London ; and this, I trust, in spite of the unprecedented crop 
coming from Brazil, will be maintained. 

Solentiflo Offloai*.— This subject was brought to your notice previously, 
and was discussed at the last U. P. A. S. I. meeting, but owing to tho loss of 
'Capital attending Messrs. Arbuthnot & Co*s failure and differences of opinion 
«6 to the capabilities of one man to do justice to such a large district as the 
whole of S. India, has lately been in abeyance. Most of you will admit that S. 
India is a large place with divers climates and conditions, still I think one cap- 
able and energetic man as a beginning to initiate and have carried out experi- 
ments on different properties in the planting zones of S. India could but be 
liighl^ beneficial and instructive. We have the success attending a similar 
experiment in the Tea Gardens of N. India to prove what can be done ; the 
area there to be treated and looked after is, 1 think, larger than in this part of 
the Continent and in spite of that it wets done by one man and successfully so. 
It behoves us to follow the example of the North and at the coming U. P. A. 
S. I. meeting try and arrive at some definite conclusion on the matter 
and not be put off with the idea that a single man to commence with would 
not meet tho requirements of the planting tracts of S. India. 
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Ofliolal VisItSi MatfistcMyt •tai^-r-We have lal^; had the pleasure 
of welcoming the British Resident and the Dcwan, Mr. V. P. Madhava 
Rao, to our District. Tours of inspection or even unofficial visits to the 
planting districts by the Resident and high officials of the State can but 
result in good between the people and Gk>vernn]eht, and it is our earnest hope 
that in the future they will be frequently repsated. Mr. P. R. W. Wetherall, 
our popular Deputy Commissioner, is, I understand, shortly going Home on a 
well-deserved holiday. He will_ go with the good wishes of all communities 
And the sincere desire thftt on his return to India the Government of H. H, 
the Maharaja will permit him again to take up work in Hassan, which District 
he has been in charge of and administered so ably for some years past# 

Lawlessness in the Mulnaad, to which this Association has more than once- 
drawn the attention of Government, has greatly decreased, I rejoice to say, 
owing to the energetic measures adopted by the local ofHoials concerned in 
the suppression of the same. Outbreaks like those of a year or so ago would 
be rendered, I venture to think, leas liable were the Magistracy of the District 
granted enhanced powers and so enabled to deal drastically with acts pf vio- 
lence, powers shall I say that used to be granted to and wielded with such 
excellent effect by the old Commissioners. 

Social. — That H. H. the Mabamja should have been selected by the King-^ 
Emperor for the distinguished Order of the.G. C. S. I. has met with universal 
approval and satisfaction, and our community has now the greatest pleasure- 
in publicly congratulating His Highness on the honour conferred. It would 
also at the same time tender its most sincere felicitations to H. H. and hia 
Durbai’ on the formation of a Legislative Council for Mysore, an Assembly 
that we all feel assured will tend even more than in the past to keep Mysore 
in the front rank of progress and holder of the honoured position of the most 
progressive and best administered State in India. 

It was with extreme regret that we all noted the death of Mr. Beauchamp,, 
of the Madrai Mail, while still a young man. During his tenure of office the 
Mail had always been a staunch supporter of planting interests and a sympa- 
thizer with our community in its successes and reverses ; in him all planters 
have lost a true friend, and our sympathy as a body is with* his family and re- 
latives in their great sorrow and bereavement. 

Rubbei* Lfitids. — In this respect 1 cannot help thinking that there is or 
has been some misunderstanding, as so far I am told practically no desirable 
forest has been granted for this industry. The Dewan, when interviewed on the 
subject at Saklaspur on the 25th February, was sympathetic and in one instance 
recommended for sanction a block of land of some 206 acres. This, I trust, will 
speedily be followed by similar or larger grants for rubber planting. 

Cbnolusloti. — As our Honorary Secretary has dealt fully with all other 
subjects of interest, 1 can but conclude by heartily thanking you for the compli- 
ment conferred in making me your President for the past year and tendering 
you my resignation. My post has been rendered an extremely easy one owing 
to the ability and interest displayed in the affairs of our Association by Mr. 
Thiselton Anderson, to whom our sincerest thanks are due. His office haa 
entailed a lot of work, which has been thoroughly and conscientiously perform- 
ed often in face of many worries and difficulties. 

Honorary Secretary’s Report for the Year 1906 - 07 . 

Mr. Chairman, Gentlemen : — During the season under review :we have had 
the pleasure of welcoming Messrs. F.M. Hamilton and Mi J. Woodbridge as 
new members but, owing to two resignations having taken place, the Associa- 
tion roll remains the same as last year. The accounts have been placed on 
the table for the favour of inspection, and I will ask you to kindly appoint 
auditors to go over them. 

From these you will see that although at first sight the balance in hand ia 
not a very large one, this is owing to the fact that, of the Association funds 
which were with Messrs. Binny A: Co. at the time of their suspension, only 
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oh'e dividend of 25% has been declared and paid, but I am glad to say that 
there appears to be every chance of, if not the whole, the greater portion of the 
remaining 75% being recovered in due course. 

Owin^ to the whole funds of the U. P. A. S. I. being tied up by the lamentable 
suspension of the good old firm of Messrs. Arbuthnot & Co., t^ Secretary has 
oklled upon District Associations for a portion of their next year’s subscription 
in advance in order to meet current expenditure and in response to this 
appeal, 1 have remitted the sum of Ils.200 so that if the over-due sub- 
scriptions from members which amount to Us. 375 be added to the 
foregoing, our Association has no reason to complain of its financial position 
seeing that the subscriptions for the year 1907-08 are due on the 1st of next' 
montn. Before proceeding further I would beg to point out that the subscrip- 
tions of some members have not been paid for the last three and in some cases 
even four years, and I will ask you to instruct the new Honorary Secretary as 
to what course he should purstie with regard to these overdue subscriptions. 

During the last year the Association held three Special General Meetings 
principally to consider : — 

1. The question of an Experimental Farm. 

2. A 8 to whether this Association should support the new Scientific Officer 
scheme which was mooted at the Annual General Meeting of the U, P. A. S. I. 
{n preference to the farm above referred to. 

3. The Government Proceedings and Orders relative ,to the recommenda- 
tions of tin Inspector-General of Police with regard to the suppression of 
Crime in the Mulnaad and the unlicensed possession of fire-arms. 

Seeing that reports of these meetings have already been circulated I need 
only touch on the last cf these subjects. 

Our thanks are due to Government for its prompt attention to our repre- 
sentations; the Census of fire-arms has already been carried out as recommend- 
ed by the Inspector-Gof eral of Police, and I have been given to understand 
that an extra Police Inspector is to be appointed shortly to Yeslnrpett. These 
two excellent arrangements should greatly tend towards the solution of the 
difficulty. 

On the 35tli Februaiy last Mr. V. P. Madhava Bao, C. I. E., Dewan of 
Mysore, while in Saklaspur kindly consented to meet our Committee and ac- 
corded a most kind and patient hearing to the representations made. 

With regard to rubber lands, on having a concrete case laid before him ex- 
l^aining the manner in which the Forest Buies had been made oppressive, the 
Dewan at once instructed the Inspector-General of Forests for the present to 
make a grant of 200 acres from the Forest Reserve referred to and if the experi- 
ment proved a success, allot the remainder of the 500 acres which had been 
applied for. 

From his experience in Travancore, he was aware that Para rubber could only 
be advantageously grown on the vei^y best soil and he promised to grant small 
blocks of Forest Land in different portions of the State to planters of 
acknowledged ability for experimental purposes, and on the success or failure of 
these experiments the future policy of the Government would be based. 

Although the Arsikere-Mangalore Bailway has been consigned to the tm- 
certaintiea of the future by the Government of India owing to, in its opinion, 
more im|^taut lines taking precedence, I am glad to be able to inform you 
that the Dewan at our interview stated that the Durbar has in contemplation 
a branch line of Railway linking up Mysore with Hassan and extending from 
that important centre either to Arsikere or through Chickmaglur joining the 
Southern Mahratta Bailway at Birur and that he hoped that in a vepr few 
years its completion would be an accomplished fact. This is a clear indication 
of the solicitude of the Government of H. H. the Maharaja for the outlying 
portions of this enlightened State. 

As you are awtare, this Association has agreed to subscribe from its funds 
the sum of Bs.lOO per annum for 5 years towards the scheme for the appoint- 
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ment of a Scientiftc Officer for the whole of S. India, and a further sum of 
Bs.585 per annum has been guaranteed by individual members for the same 
period. As there are f till several meml^rs who have not yet placed their 
names on this list, I must ask them in view of the immense benefits which 
are certain to accrue from this appointment, to each zind all subscribe their 
** widow’s mite ” to the above scheme, as it is only by combined and sustained 
effort that the fullest results can ever be attained. 

The representations made to Government during the year have met with 
its usual sympathetic consideration and I am glad to be able to report : — 

1. The excessive rates wliich were charged at the Dudda Toll-gate at its 
inauguration have been reduced for a period of two years. 

2. The Anjur bridge has been completed and was declared open by the 
Dewan during his recent tour, thus obviating one of the most dangerous cross- 
ings in Mysore. 

3. The Durbar obtained for the planting industry a supply of Abyssinian 
Coffee seed upon which I am glad to be able to report that although owing to 
the long time this seed was en route most of it di I not germinate, still 
several planters were fortunate in having obtained a few seedlings and from*the 
produce of these, the original strain will have been reintroduced, let us hope for 
the benefit of all. 

4. The reduction of the Stamp Duty on Agreements executed for service on 
estates is still under the consideration of Government. 

Our thanks ar'* duj to our local authorities for their efforts with regard to 
Plague preventive, which have kept our district free from that dreaded disease. 

The fact that the hot weather water supply in the Mulnaad has fallen off 
daring the last few years has been wrongly attributed in the press and else- 
where to deforestation for the planting of Coffee and Cardamoms. Far from 
this being the case, there is no denudation of forests by the cultivation of either 
of these products, in fact it is the constant endeavour of the planter to conserve 
moisture in the soil by the planting of only the best classes of trees 
as shade, the breaking of the surface of the soil and every other method which 
long experience has taught will bring about the desired effect. 

The principal causes of this lowering of the subsoil moisture may be classed 
as follows: — 

1. Faulty distribution of rainfall o<x*asioning alternate periods of drought 
and saturation. 

2. The fact that deficiency in one year’s rainfall is only compensated for by a 
succession of good years. 

8. The falling into disrepair of the numerous Mulnaad tanks owing to their 
being breached or subjected to the gradual process of silting up. 

4. The harmful effect of fires in jungle and grass land whu;h remove the 
protection of undergrowth and grass at a time when it is most required, permit- 
ting the s<*il to become baked and impervious and subject to wash during the 
eany portion of the monsoon. 

In conclusion I beg to report that the new Kenchammana-Hosakote road to 
Saklaspur, vid Arthurvully and Kogarvully, has been finished as far as tlie 
stream at Halebelur. There is now only a small portion yet to be made and it is 
to be hoped that the authorities concerned will see their way to grant the 
necessary funds for its early completion, as not only are the gradients far easier 
tlian those on the existing road vid Dahl, but the new road will mean a saving 
of nearly 5 miles for traffic from Saklaspur to Kenchammana Hosakote anq 
Coorg. 

In placing my resignation in your hands, 1 have to thank the President and 
members of committee for their cordial help and assistance and to ask you to 
kindly overlook any shortcomings in the discharge of my duties which may 
have occurred as being due to inexperience and not to any slackness on my pturt. 
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I do not hold myself open for reflection, as alihouffh I have found the work 
extremely intersting, I cannot afford the necessary time. 

Messrs. Scholfield and Lake having audited and passed the Accounts, the 
reports were adopted. 

Laglslatlva Counoll. — The attention of the meeting having been drawn 
to the non-recognition of the planting industry on the recently formed Mysore 
Legislative Council and the matter having been discussed — Resolved:— In con- 
gratulating the Government of Mysore on the formation of a Legislative Goun- 
42 il, this Association notes that so far no provision has yet been made relative 
to the large and growing interests of Commerce and Industry, especially 
mining and planting, and it is confidently trusted that these most important 
interests will not be overlooked. 

Overdue Subeorlptlone. — The sum of Es.d75 being overdue by various 
members of the Association and the desirability of measures being taken to try 
and (;ollect this sum, the Chairman having intimated that he had written the 
members concerned — Resolved * — ^To await replies to the Chairman's letters and 
leave the Committee to deal with the matter. 

dungla FIrev.— The Honorary Secretary was requested to again bring 
this matter before Government and to draw the attention of the Deputy Com- 
missioner, Hassan, to the letter addressed to him on 26th September 1906. 

Rubber Lends. — Sev6i*al members having spoken as to the unexplainable 
delay experienced in the granting by Government of the rubber lands ^plied 
for — Resolved : — That the Honorary Secretary be asked to write to the Dewan 
pointing out the delay which planters experience in getting the lands they, 
ripply for, especially mentioning the case of Mr. Scholfield as a concrete example 
uMlere nothing has been done although the land was applied for 14 months 
-ago. 

Railways. 

Resolved: — That this Association hopes the Mysore Government will 
speedily carry out the proposed Railway from Mysore to Hassan and to 
such further point as may be decided on, as intimated by the Dewan at 
Saklaspur on 25th February 1907. 

JIdvsrtlsIng CofTss. 

Resolved : — That this meeting fully endorses what Mr. Harris wrote on this 
subject in his last letter to the U. P. A. S. I. and further that the matter 
be taken up at the next meeting of the U. P. A. S. I. 

:Solsntlfls Kmsrt. 

Resolved : — That this Association confirm their action in trying to secure a 
Scientific Expert and the Honprary Secretary be asked to approach 
those members who have not given their support with a view to in- 
creasing this Association's subscription. 

import Tmxmm on Soodo. 

Resolved ; — That the Honorary Secretary write to the Secretary of the U. P, 
A. S. 1. and desire him to instruct the Planting Member tg take an early 
opportunity of sounding Government whether they are prepared to let 
in seeds of economic products duty free, seeing the introduction of rubber 
and other seeds is a direct benefit to the State. 

4iankoPS. 

Resolved : — That the banking Account of this Association be transfeiteil 
to the National Bank of India, Ltd., Madras. 

Rlaotlon of Oflloa-Boarora.— The following members were elected 
Office-bearers for the ensuing year ; — 

President : Mr J. G. H. Crawford. 

Honorary Secretary; Mr. R. F. Lamb (protem.) 

Committee : Messrs. E. M. Playfair, W. L. Crawford, T. Anderson, 
d. Hamilton, C. K. Pittook and J. £. Butcher. ^ 

The meeting closed with a vote of thanks to the Chair. 
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Shevaroy Planters’ Association. 

Proceedings of a Committee Meeting held in the Victoria Kooms, Yercaud, 

April 8th. 1907. 

Present. — Messrs. <J. G. Ijechler, C. Eahm, P. D. Short and W. Lechler, 
Chairman and Honorary Secretary. 

1. Bead letter No. 269 M. dated 16-8-07 from the Executive Engineer, Salem 
Division, informing the Association that on account of urgent repairs required to 
certain bridges, Ac., on the Yercaud Ghaut lload, it wul be necessary i>j close^ 
the road to traffic for one month from April 10th. 

Bead also Honorary Secretary’s reply, dated 28-8-07 urging the postpone- 
ment of repairs till May 1 st. 

Read also the Executive Engineer's reply thereto, dated 25-8*07, consenting 
to the postponement of repairs as requested. 

Resolved that the Honorary Secretary's action be approved, and that the 
Executive Engineer be thanked for complying with the wishes of the 
Association. 

2. The Honorary Secretary reported the resignation of the Glen,dower Estatea 

and the admission of Mr. IT. S- Dickins as member of the Association. 

8. Bead and recorded Mr. A, G. Nicholson's letter, dated 24-8-07, re cart rates 
from Station to Yercaud and Hawthorne, wliich seem reasonable. 

4. Read and recorded letter No. 400, dated 8-4-07 from the District Forest 
Officer, S. Salem, announcing despatch of 300 bamboo head load tickets, and 
asking that the value, B8,87-8-0, be paid into the Yercaud Sub-Treasury. . 

5. Bead and recorded letter No. 160, dated 18-8-07 (received too late for cir- 
culation) from the Overseer, P. W. D., forwarding a tender notice for the up- 
keep of the Feeder roads for 1907-08. 

6. Bead letter dated 8-4-07 from Mr. S. M. Hight, drawing attention to 'the 
able manner in which the Station House Officer, Yercaud, worked to obtain a 
conviction in the recent coffee stealing case in which he was concerned, sug- 
gesting that this officer should be rewarded. 

Resolved that the District Superintendent of Police be addressed, ask- 
ing him to sanction the payment of a reward of R8.25 from the funda 
of the Association to Bamasamy Iyer, Station House Officer, Yercaud, 
and that the Honorary Secretary be allowed to make the presentation 
publicly at a meeting of the Association. 

7. The Honorary Secretary reports promises to date of Rs.95 per annum for 
r> years towards the Scientifi'c Officer fund. 

8. Bead and recorded U. P. A. Circulars Nos. 10 to 23. 

Papers laid on the table : — 

Fermentation of Tea by Dr. Harold M. Hann. 

Proceedings of the Kanan Devan P. A., February 9tl 

Tea Circulars, 


(Signed) W, I. LECHLEB, 

Chairman 
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Central TraYcmoora Planters’ Assooiation. 

The Quarterly General Meeting of this Association was held at Glenmary, 
on Monday, April 15th, 1907. 

Present : — Messrs. H. S. Holder (Chairman), W. H. G, Leahy, H. D Deane, 
J. A. Richardson, F. W. LeFeuvre, F. Bissett, H. C. Westaway, 
E. S. Stephens, R, Roissier, Hon^ble V. B. Wilbraham, J. H. 
Kenyon, II. B. Kirk, (visitor) and A. II. Mead, (Honorary Se- 
cretary). 

The Proceedings of last meeting were taken as read and confirmed. 

Correspondence, — Read letter from Financial Secretary re currency crisis in 
Peerniaad. 

Eesolved : — That the Honorary Secretary write to Government giving par- 
ticulars of a specific case of refusal to accept Sircar Ciurency as brought 
to the notipe of the meeting by Mr. LeFeuvre. 

Bead correspondence with Government re non-acceptance of cheques. 

It having been pointed out by Mr. J. II. Kenyon that though Government 
w^ere now prepared to accept che(|ue8.in payment of Government dues, orders 
had been passed that no cheques were to be cashed at the Peermaad Treasury, 
it was proposed by Mr. J. A. Richardson and seconded by the Honble V, 
B. Wilbraham : “ That Government be asked to reconsider their decision re- 
garding' the cashing of cheques at the Peermaad Treasury, provided money be 
available and on the understanding that only estate account cheques drawn on 
Madras are presented and that each estate should not be entitled to draw more 
than Rs.ljOOO per mensem.** Carried. , 

Proposed Lease of Residency Buildings. — 

Read letter from Government re Proposed Lease of Residency Buildings. 

Roiolvcd the Honorary Secretary do write to Government on the 

matter. 

District Road Committee. — 

The following resolution was proposed by Mr. A. H. Mead and seconded by 
Mr. F. W. LeFeuvre : — 

That in view of the intention of Government of handing over the District 
roads to the Association for maintenance as from the commencement of the 
new Malabar year, it is desirable to at once elect a District Road Committee to 
draw up a definite scheme for the proper working of the same.” Carried. 

The following Committee was then elected : — 

Messrs. H. 0. Westaway, H. D. Deane, J. A. Richardson, F. E. Thomas and 
A. H. Mead. 

Dewan*s Visit. — 

The Honorary Secretary read out to the. meeting the memorandum of district 
needs he had handed in to the Dewan on behalf of the Association on the 
occasion of his visit to Peermaad, and the reply since received from the 
Government to these several representations. 

District Fitter Scheme : — The Chairman asked members to let him know how 
far the working of the district fitter scheme had been found to be satisfactory. 

It wae generally agreed that the scheme had ^worked well, but that owing to 
the large amount of new machinery being installed in the distriet and an unusual 
number of breakdowns, it had been impossible for ilie fitter to attend to 
everyone as promptly as was desirable. 

With the usual vote of thanks to the Chair, the meeting closed. 

(Signed) A, H, MEAD, 

. Honorary Secretary. 
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Kllgiri Planters* Assodiatlon. 

Proceedings of the Fifteenth Annual General Meeting, held at Ootacamund. 
on the 22nd April, 1907. 

Pbbsent : — Messrs. E. G.Windle, H. D. Wilbrahara, J. McKenzie, L. 0. Lieben- 
rood, T. J. Kenna, H. W. Sheldrich, E. P. Barber, P. M. Satha- 
siva Mudaliar, W. 0. Deane, and 0. H. Brook, (Hon. Secy). 

Honorary Members — ^^lessrs. L. E. Buckley, i.c.s., and W. Ward. 

Mr. E. G. Windle was voted to the Chair. 

I. Proceedings of the last General Meeting held on the 2drd October, 1906, 
were taken as read, and confirmed after previous circulation. 

II. The Honorary Secretary then read his Report, which ran as follows : — 

Gbntlbmbn, — I have the pleasure of laying before you the Report for the 
last year, and submit for your approval the accounts, which I trust you will 
find in order. 

The year opened with 62 members, of these 8 have died, 8 left the district 
and 5 resigned ; 6 new members have joined, this leaves the present number of 
members at only 47. 

The accounts on the table, which, as usual, are closed up to the 8l8t Decem- 
ber last, show a cash balance credit of Rs.77-6-11, but the balance of assests 
over liabilities only amounts to Rs.22-8-5 as against Rs.48-18-0 at the end of 
the previous year. 

8ubsoi*lptlons. — With the new year, the graduated scale of subscriptions 
has come into force, as decided at the last General Meeting. A few mem- 
bers have not yet sent in their acreage returns, but roughly the income from 
subscriptions this year should amount to Rs.l^ or a little more, as against 
Rs.648 paid and aue to be paid for last year, excluding the special extra 
subscription which was levied to cover legal ex^nses. It is gratifying to 
note that most of the larger owners have unhesitatingly increased their 
support by agreeing to the increased subscriptions on large estates, and though 
the actual number of Members is less than it has been ‘for several years, the 
subscriptions will amount to a larger sum than hitherto. 

The U. P- A. 8> l« has received a severe blow in having lost its reserve 
funds in the failure of Messrs. Arbuthnot & Co., and to enable it to continue 
its sphere of usefulness it will be necessary for District Associations to do their 
utmost to increase their financial support, and it is for the meeting to decide 
how far this Association can increase its subscription. The Chairman, Mr, J. A. 
Harris, has had to resign his office, and the Vic^hairman, Mr. A. F. IS^rtin, 
has accepted the vacancy. Mr. G. Bomillvhas resigned 'his office as the 
Association’s Representative on the Indian Tea Cess Committee, Mr. P. R. 
Buchanan has been nominated as his successor. A new District Associa- 
tion — ^e ** Mundakayam Rubber Planters’ Association ’* — has been admitted 
into the Membership Roll of the U. P. A. 8. I. 

A 8olantlflo OfllMi*. — In response to a dircular issued last year to ascer- 
tain what support this scheme would meet with in this district, only six members 
have declined to support it. Thirty-six members have promised to subscribe in 
all Rs.661, and practically all of them promise to continue this subscription 
for five years. In addition to these, Messrs. Volkart Bros, have offSered to sub- 
scribe R8.1(X) and Messrs. Parry A Co. Rs.fiO towards the scheme through 
this Association and both of these also for five years. A few members, all of 
whom I think are likely to support the scheme, have not replied to the circular. 
The total promised now is Rs.BOl the first year, Bs.7M the second and 
third yeaim, and R8.761 for the fourth and fifth yeair. 

Aot It of 1808. — Very little has been done with reference to this Act, but 

S uite latdy the Government of Madras have written to say with reference te 
lie propo^ amendment to section 29, that if this is to be amended, so that the 
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Planter may take direct proceedings against the defaulting coolies who have 
contracted with their Maistries, then as a set off in favour of the labourer, the 
latter should be allowed, under Section 21, to recover from the Planter wages 
wrongfully withheld by his employer ( 1 , 0 . the Maistry) and, under Section 18 to 
absent himself from his work, without forfeiting, to prefer any complaint he 
has to make against the Planter. 

There are only three more subjects which require to be recorded, l*hese 
are : — 

Gudalup Coffee Stealing Case. — ^With reference to this Association's 
Resolution on 12th February 1906, the High Court altered the sentence of fine 
imposed by the Taluk Magistrate, Gudalur, to one of rigorous imprisonment for 
2 months and a fine of Rs.lOO, in default to further rigorous imprisonment for 
1 month 

Returns of Tea Cultivation — As the Collectors of Districts have to 
eend their district returns of Tea Cultivation to the Board of Revenue, Madras, 
not later than the 1st of April in each year. Tea Planters are requested to fur- 
nish them to the Collector at least two weeks before this date. 

Remleelon of Aseeement on Rubber Lands has been extended 
to all plantations of rubber on abandoned Coffee lands provided there are at 
least 180 trees to an acre (15 ft. x 15 ft.) 

In conclusion I have to apologise to all Members if my work on the 
Association’s behalf, during the past five months especially, has not been 
attended to as thoroughly as it might have been, but as I have already pointed 
out to the Committee, I have as much to do just now os I can conveniently 
manage, and I have been compelled to give less attention to the Association’s 
work. I have also asked the Committee to arrange for some one to take my 
place as your Honorary Secretary. 

I therefore beg to place my resignation, with those of the Committee in your 
hands. 

(Signed) Cuarlbs H. Brock, 

Honorary Secretary^ 
Nilyiri Planters* Association, 

After a short discussion on the report, it was passed, and the meeting passed 
a cordial vote of thanks to Mr. Brock for his work as Honorary Secretary to 
the Nilgiri Planters’ Association, and he was requested to stand for re-election. 
The meeting voted an allowance not to exceed Rs.150 m the year for the 
employment of a writer to assist the Honorary Secretary. 

III. The following were elected to serve on the Committee for the current 
year ; — Messrs. The Hon’ble H. P. Hodgson, W. C. Deane, E. G. Windle, L C. 
Liebenrood, A. F. VansAgnew, E. F. Barber, J. H, Wapshare, F. M. Cockburn, 
W. Rhodes James, L. W. Grey, H. D Wilbraham, J. McKenzie, and J. Harding 
Pascoe. Mr. C. H. Brock was re-elected as Honoraiy Secretary. 

Messrs, the Hon’ble H. P. Hodgson and C. H. Brock were elected to attend 
tne next U P. A. S. 1. Meeting as delegates. 

IV. Plnano0. — The Budget for the Current Year was carefully considered, 
aind it was decided that the Association Subscription to the U. P. A. S. 1. 
should be raised to 400 rupees. 

V. CoIIm PaaMS. — Bea<l letters from Mr. A. G. Nicholson dated 
28 — ^2—4)7 and 11-— 4— 07. The Meeting considered that the present check 
on Beat Constables was sufficient, and ^at any further arrangement would 
be likely to cause delays, and make it still more difficult to get bandy and 
bnilook men for transport of crop than it is already. 

VX, Loss of Advatioab* — Read letter from A. G. Nicholson, dated 
22— 2--07. The Honorary Secretary was instructed to write to ‘’Mr, 
Nicholson for further information as regards the defaulting Maistry. 
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VII. Materials for Road Repairs. — The Honorary Secrebary was 
instructed to apply to the Collector of Nilgiris. 

VIII. Proposed Increase of Oallout Port Charges.— Head Mr. 
J. McKenzie’s letter dated 5—2—07. The Honorary Secretary was instructed 
to write the Chamber of Commerce, Calicut, for full information. 

XL Municipal Tax on Plantation. — Bead letter from Mr. T. 
Brown, dated 16—11 — 06. The Meeting regretted the apparent unfairness of 
the tax but did not see its way to moving in the matter at present. 

X. Hullkal Droog Road. — Bead letter from Mr. T. Brown, dated 
5—4 — 07. Mr. Ward pointed out that there was no reserve to the road 
complained of. The Honorai^y Secretary was instructed to write and ask 
Mr. Brown if the estates through which the road runs will allow catch drains 
to be dug in planted area, so as to protect the road from wash. 

XI. DIstPlot BoaiKl Memberahip. — Bead letter from Mr. W. Mul- 
laly dated 4 — 4 — 07. Mr. Buckley pointed out that the representation^of the 
different parts of the district on the Board was having his attention and that 
every endeavour is being made now to make the Board properly representative 
as vacancies occur. As each vacancy occurs, the Collector will communicate 
with the Associstion prior to renominating old members or nominating new 
ones. 

XII. Spaolal Beat Constables on the road to Callout. — Bead 
letter from Mr. J. H Wapshare dated 22 — 2 — 07 and enclosures. The Honorary 
Secretary was instructed to forward the correspondence to the Superintendent 
of Police, Nilgiris. 

XIII. Register of Estates and Malstrles.— Bead letter from Mr. 

E. P. Barber dated 3—4 — 07. The Honorary Secretary was instructed to com- 
pile a list of the Estates in the district with their English and Native names,, 
nearest Post Office, etc., and submit it to the Association. 

XIV. Attesting Offloers at Nelaootta.— Read the letter from Mr. 
Sheldrioh dated 9—4—07. The Association recommended Mr. L. C. Liebenrood 
as an additional attesting officer. 

The Meeting concluded with votes of thanks to the Chairman and Capt.. 

F. Copeland for the loan of the Armoury Boom. 

(Signed) E. G. WINDLE, Chairman. 

( „ ) C. H. BROCK, Hon. Secretary^ 


Coffee shipments from Santo Domingo to Germany increased from 856,481 
lbs. during the first half of 1905 to 1,2(^,444 lbs« during the first half of 1906» 
valued, respectively, at 25,164 and 76,945 dol. Shipments to the United States, 
892,070 lbs. valued at 84,031 dol., show no appreciable change in Quantity or 
value. The amount sent to France shows a decrease from 529,051 lbs. valued 
at 89,792 dol. to 816,527 lbs. valued at 18,344 dol ; 65,607 lbs. were shipped to 
Cuba, and the remainder of the 2,080,870 lbs. exported was distributed among 
all other countries. 

The coffee industry in Liberia was once a very ffourishing one, but, owing to 
foreign competition, the value of late years has fa’len considerably. Liberian 
coffee has an excellent flavour, and is still grown extensively bv the Americo* 
Liberians, who, however, do not take sufficient trouble in its cultivation. Given, 
a little more attention to this valuable product good results should be looked 
for and Liberian coffee might in time resume the place which it formerly pos* 
sessed in the markets of Europe. About 2,000, (XX) lbs. of coffee are annually 
exported from Liberia. 
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INDIAN TEA ASSOCIATION, CAliCUTTA. 

The following are extracts from an abstract of tho proceedings of a meeting 
of the General Committee held on the 2nd April : — 

There were present : Messrs. G. Kingsley, Chairman, G. Pikford, Vice- 
Chairman, S. Anderson, H. W. Carr, W. D. Cowan, T. EcMorran, W. Warring- 
ton, and I). Young. on. 

COBHESPONDIfNCE WITH THE INDIAN TkA ASSOCIATION (LoNDOn). 

Letters dated 8th and 15th March, from the Secretary to the Indian Tea 
Association (London), were brought up for final consideration and disposal* 

Optional BilU of Lading. — In his letter of 8th March Sir James Buckingham 
wrote that importers on his side had now consented to state London as the 
first port on their Optional Bills of Lading. This would, he thought, very 
materially simplify matters, as teas would not now be entered by the Customs 
in Calcutta and Chittagong for America, the great majority of which were 
landed in London. If importers would state London as the fir.st port all 
optional tea would be entered as for London, and the re-exports and tranship- 
ments published by the Customs in London would show the quantity sent on 
to America or elsewhere. 

In this connection a letter of 28th March from Mr. Lockhart Smith was 
before the Committee. Mr. Smith thought that, if all teas shipped on Optional 
Bills were treated as London shipments, the shipments to the United Kingdom 
would be shown as considerably in excess of what actually is sent there. He 
thought this might have the effect of leading London buyers to understand 
that there would be a larger crop available than would actually be the case. 
The Committee considered the point suggested by Mr. Smith ; but they 
thought that Sir James Buckingham’s explanation would quite meet it, and 
that matter.s w(uild be kept right by the periodical publication of the re-exports 
and transhipments by the London Customs authorities, as the quantity sent 
on to America and other places would then be shown. 

Regulation of Sales tn Calcutta. — In his letter of 15th March, Sir James 
Buckingham wrote that it had been suggested to his Committee that the 
closing of the Calcutta market from February to May must be a groat hin- 
drance to the extension of foreign trade and that buying orders from Australia 
and perhaps the Persian Gulf might go to Ceylon, because they cannot be 
regularly executed in India, so that thus the Indian market might be losing 
business which with a little arrangement could be retained. He had been in- 
structed accordingly to ask the General Committee to consider the matter, and 
to suggest that it might be possible to arrange to hold back teas so as to allow 
of one sale being held in each of, say, March, April and May. 

The Committee discussed the matter. It seemed to them that without the 
co-operation of the buyers the seller was helpless. It would not be to the in- 
terest of the latter to hold back his te^s till March and the following months 
unless he could feel sure that when he did go to sell there would be sufficient 
buyers to ensure effective competition for ms tea. The Committee accordingly 
decided to refer the matter to the Tea Traders Association for their opinion. 

Final Results of Crop for Season, — In his letter of 15th March Sir James 
Buckingham wrote that his Committee considered that circumstances bad so 
altered that it had become imperative to have the total crop wired ta London 
as soon as possible after the close of the season. The London Committee 
thought that to enable the correct results for the season to be arrived at, all 
the Calcutta houses interested in tea would be glad to assist, and that in 
obtaining the figures for South India the United Planters* Associaton of 
Southern India would help. 

In connection with this matter the Committee decided to refer the London 
Committee to the resolution passed at the annual meeting of the Calcutta 
Association held on 18th February 1902 

That in view of it having been found to be impracticable to obtain coni- 
plete returns from producers, the General Committee be instructed tq^ dis- 
continue the publication of figures relating to the outturn of the crop.*’ 
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The Committee thouj^ht it was not likely that they would find it any easier 
now than then to obtain complete returns of their crops from producers^ as 
some were unwilling to give the figures. Again, there were concerns outside 
the Association — chiefly native — who could not be looked to for correct returns. 
The Committee accordingly thought it better not to attempt the compilation 
of the figures at all than publish incomplete returns. 

Earthquake Bisks. 

Messrs. Kinff, Hamilton and Co. wrote on 22nd March that they had been 
asked by friends at home to ascertain whether, in the event of arrangements 
being made to cover tea-gardens and their buildings against loss or 
damage caused by earthquake, Agents and Proprietors of Estates would be likely 
to avail themselves of such protection, and if so to what extent, and whether a 
premium of ^ per cent, on the declared value would be acceptable. The 
Committee had considered this letter in circtilation and replied that they did 
not think Proprietors would wish to insure their gardens against damage by 
earthquake. They might be willing to insure the buildings, but they thought 
a rate of i per cent, would be much too high ; and also that for gardens , in the 
plains the rate should be lower than for gardens in the hills. 


Extract from Abstract of the Proceedings of a meeting of the General Com- 
mittee held ou 16th April 1907 : — 

Indian Tea Cess Committee . — On 8th April the Secretary of the Tea 
Cess Committee wrote that, under the provisions of Act IX. of 1903, the 
five years period for which the Tea Cess was levied will come to an end on 81st 
March 1908. The (juestion of the continuance of the Cess for a further period 
had been raised, and had formed the subject of correspondence between the 
Executive Committee and the Indian Tea Association (ijondon). At the Half 
Yearly Meeting of the Cess Committee held on the 29th January last, there had 
been a unanimous feeling that the Government of India should be asked to ex- 
tend the ope»’ation of the Act for a further period of five years. The General 
Committee of the India Tea Association, London, were also of this opinion. 
Before taking action in the matter, the Executive Committee asked the views 
of this Association on the suggestion. 

The Committee heartily approved of the proposal that the Government of 
India should be asked to continue the Cess for five years, and in views of the 
importance of the matter decided to circularise members for an expression of 
their opinion. 

Scientific Department . — On 6th April Dr, Mann forwarded copy of minutes 
of the meeting of the Advisory Committee on the Entomological Station 
of the Association held on 26th March, which were to be recorded. Investi- 

S ations are being carried on with regard to the bark-eating borer and 
\ke sandwich-caterpillar/’ and Dr. Mann proposed that, as soon as the 
season allowed, Mr, Aiitrara should take up the study of green-fly. Further 
work on ** Mosquito- Blight ” and white-ants is also in view. 

Scientific Department Publications . — In connection with Dr. Mann's public- 
ations, a letter was read from the United Planters^ Association of Southern 
India asking if there would be any objection to the reprinting of these 
in the ‘‘ Planters* Chronicle,’' a special section of which is given to 
extracts from the Proceedings and Circulars of the Indian Tea Association in 
so far as these relate to matters of interest to planters in 'Southern India, The 
Committee did not think there would be any objection to complying with the 
Association’s request. 

Regulation of Sales in Calcutta . — This matter was referred to at last 
meeting in connection with a suggestion from the Committee of the London 
Association that an arrangement might be made for the holding back 
of sufficient tea to allow of one sale being held in each of March, April and 
htay. The suggestion was referred to the Tea Traders' Association fot their 
opinion, as the Committee thought that u^ithout the co-operation of buyers, 
it would be useless to move in the matter. The reply of the Tea Traders* 
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Association was now before the Committee. They had considered the pro- 
posal but did not think it practicable and consequently could not recommend its 
being given a trial, as buyers would not, in their opinion, care to remain here 
merdy on the chance of a few invoices of tea being in the market weekly. It 
was decided to communicate this reply to London. 

Optional Bills of Lading , — A letter of 9th April on this matter from the 
Collector of Customs, Calcutta, was read. It gave the results of the 
endeavours made by his office to ascertain the Anal destination of teas shipped 
on Optional Bills of Lading in August and September 1906, and it appeared 
that out of 108 passes taken out in the 2 months by 10 shippers, the final des- 
tination of 99 had been ascertained : and in 28 of these 99 cases, the final desti- 
nation differed from that originally declared. 

Average Prices of Tea . — In connection with the figures regarding the prices 
and number of packages of tea sold in London and Calcutta during the 
calendar years 1906*06, which were asked for by the Government of Eastern 
Bengal and Assam, it had been pointed out that the figures for 1906 submitted 
now differed slightly from those given last year. The discrepancy arose, the 
Committee thought, from the figures for the calendar year being required by 
Government : this period does not correspond with the tea season, and it is 
somewhat difficult to get the figures for a period which covers part of two 
different tea seasons. This had been brought to the notice of Government, 
and the suggestion made that in future the figures for the season, and not for 
the calendar year, should be published. 

Surma Valley Branch. 

The following are extracts from the proceedings of a meeting of the General 
Committee held in Silchar on the 26th March 1907, the Hon. Mr. W.T. Cathcart 
;<Chairnian) presiding 

Ceylon Impokt Duty on T*a. 

The Chairman placed before the committee correspondence that had recently 
passed betwesn tne Chainnan of the Assam Branch of the Association and 
nimself on the subject ot a joint protest for actively pressing on the attention 
of the Secretary of State for India, through the Government of India, the 
injustice that Tea Industry of India suffers from the Import Duty imposed 
^leylon on Tea from India entering that Colony: 

After some considerable discussion, the Committee decided to pass the 
following resolution: — ^“The Surma Valley Committee, while fully recognising 
the unfairness of the Ceylon Import Duty at pressnt imposed upon Indian Tea 
entering that country, and being fully in accord with the urgency for taking all 

E ossible steps to secure its abolishment, consider that the proposal submitted 
y the Assam Committee, viz . — * That the various Local Committees should 
jointly memorialize the Secretary of State for India in the form of a joint 
protest ' is outside their province, as the assistance of the Local Committees 
has not been asked by the Calcutta or London Associations, both of which 
bodies have already taken the matter in hand.'* 

Leotupa by Dp« Hapold Mann. 

At a meeting of all the subscribers of the Surma Valley Branch, Indian Tea 
Association, held on the 26th March, 1907, Dr. Harold Mann, Scientific Officer, 
Indian Tea Association, delivered a very interesting address on the “ Factors 
which influence the Quality of Tea ” 

Dr. Mann proceeded to remark firstly on the fact, that the value of the 
Scientific Department was to be measured solely by its utility to those engag- 
ed in the culture and manufacture of tea, and that no amount of results of no 
practical application, however interesting in themselves, would compensate for 
lack of such, as were of practical application, and secondly to state that 
^correspondence in relation to planting matters would always be welcomed. 
He, then, proceeded to speak on '* The Factors which influence the Quality of 
'Tea.** There had, he said, in the past, been many theories as to what the 
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primary cause of the quality of tea- For lonsj it was attributed to elevation 
on the one hand, or to high latitude on the other. The effect of the former 
wa.s illustrated by the teas from the Darjeeling District, or those from the high 
level gardens in Ceylon, the latter by those of Upper Assam. But the import- 
ance attached to elevation had been much minimised by the results of tea 
planting in Travaucore, where tea, little above common, was produced on 
gardens, none of which were below 4,800 feet. Others had attributed the prin- 
cipal influence to jdt of plant, but even here, some of the best properties in 
India, from the point of view of quality , were largely planted with “ Manipuri”' 
plant. Others, still had connected quality primarily with the presence of a 
regular and sufficient rainfall, with a particular type of soil* and with the 
adoption of certain methods of manufacture. The whole question was still 
doubtful, but a review of the present information on the matter would be 
useful, and was in cause of preparation. The address now given only dealt,, 
and that shortly, with some of the factors which were more particularly under 
the planters’ control. Dr. Mann was inclined to attribute the primary influ- 
ence to the character of the soil- Tea was grown on the most divers soils,, 
from poverty stricken sand up to rich part, and from extremely light to fairly 
clayey land, but through all, certain factors seemed to have a close relation- 
ship to quality. In the first place it seemed impossible to obtain high quality 
tea without a fairly extended root range. The latter might be limited by the 
extremely rich character of the surface, as in peat bheels, by the hard charac- 
ter of the sub-soil, as in some of the heavy clay flats of Cachar, or by the 
undrained character of the sub-soil. The first of these defects did not seem 
capable of removal, the third could be altered by drainage, which should 
be deep and narrow. He did not fancy that the drains three feet deep 
hitherto recommended, were deep enough in many cases. The second defect 
indicated, perhaps, the most difficult question in actual planting at present, but 
hitherto the beat results had been obtained by deep trenching (eighteen in- 
ches to two feet) between alternate rows and filling the trenches with bheel 
soil, or ev^n with jungle — and by growing » nd afterwards burying 
the Bogamedeloa plant (Tephrosia Candida) as described in his 
pamphlet on areen-maiiuring. In the second place it was necessary for 
the production of quality that the soil should be well-balanced so far as 
the materia] of plant food was concerned. If there was a large excess 
of nitrogenous plant food, normal growth did not take place, just as nor- 
mal growth was also absent when the soil was excessively poor m any con- 
stituent. This was what happened on peat, what occurrea when excessive 
dressings of bheel soil had been applied, or in fact, when manuring with large 
quantities of manure had been carried out, and it accounted for the general 
reputation manure possessed of “ lowering ” the quality of the tea. This could 
as the experiments at Heelcakha had shown, bo got rid of by manuring with 
much smaller quantities of manure applied more freqr^ntly. Thus five 
maunds of oil-cake per acre applied annually to tea, had been shown to give 
better results in point of yield than fifteen maunds per acre added once in 
three years, and there then was no risk of loss of quality. The same principle 
applied to cattle manure, and in fact to all those manures whoso chief function 
was the supply of nitrogenous food to the plant. As to direct manuring for 
quality, Dr. Mann stated that experiments hitherto had not been very suc- 
cessful, but he was still of opinion that phosphates, best applied as super- 
phosphate, would show slight improvement in quality, if the experiments 
were conducted with great care. 

In fact, quality was connected not so much with slow growth, as had so often 
been said, as with normal growth, and the object should be, therefore, while 
retaining the greatest possible vigour to arrange that neither the pruning 
nor the plucking nor the manuring should be such as to encourage a type of 
growth which could be considered as abnormal or rank. If such abnormal 
growth were obtained fine|plucking would by no means, and lead to high quality. 

After discussing the influence of Green-fly in improving the quality of tea, 
Dr. Mann passed on to consider the influence of methods of manuf^ture- 
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The chairman, having briefly thanked Dr. Mann for his very interesting 
address, mentioned tthat he trusted it might be found in the future possible 
for the members of the Surma Valley Branch to meet Dr. Mann at least 
annually. Dr. Mann, in reply, mentioned how very pleased he was to meet 
the planters of Cachar and Sylhet, and trusted that one and all would from 
now onwards not hesitate to cbmmunioate with his department — adding that 
he hoped to have the pleasure of meeting the advisory committee lately ap- 
pointed at the Inseotarium Kanny Koori. 


Assam Branoh. 

At a meeting of the General Committee held on Friday, the 1 st March 1907, 
the subject of the 

Cbvlon Import Duty 

was referred to by the Chairman, who explained the present position and 
informed the meeting of a suggestion from two other Associations, viz.^ Dar- 
jeeling and United Planters* Associations that a Circular be sent for the approval 
of all Tea Associations to be subsequently forwarded to the Indian Tea Associa- 
tion, so as to strengthen the hands of the Calcutta Association when bringing 
up the great injustice under which the Industry was labouring in conse([uenoe 
of the retention of the Import Duty in Ceylon. The Chairman then read the 
draft of the proposed Circular for the signature of all Associations whhdi was 
unanimously approved. 

Quality of Tea Boxes. 

The following Circular issued by the Indian Tea Association is republished 
for information. 

Indian Tea Association, 

Boyal Exchange Building, 
Calcutta, 12th March, 1907, 

No. 6 . Circular. 

To 

(All Members of the Association). 

Dear Sirs, 

I am directed by the General Committee of the Association to call atten- 
tion to the ne(;essity of great care being exercised in the selection of boxes of 
adequate strength for packing tea for export. Complaints have recently been 
made that the chests used for tea exported are frequently made of bad wood 
badly put together, so that, there is little chance of their standing even careful 
handling. 

2. The Committee trust that members will appreciate the great importance 
of using strong chests, as otherwise it is hardly possible that the tea can arrive 
at its destination in proper condition. They would urge members to take the 
matter into consideration, so that in the coming, season there many be no 
ground of complaint against the industry on account of either the quality of 
wood used or the construction of the chests. 

Yours faithfully, 

D, K. Gunnison, 
for Assistant Secretary* 


Despite the high duty on tea large quantities are imported into Ispahan. The 
use of the beverage amongst Persians has in no way diminished by the increas- 
ed duty. Various kinds of tea are imported into Yezd, namely Indian, China 
(Upper), green and black, and Java (Pekoe). All the Indian tea is sent to 
dinerent parts of Persia but chiefly to Khorassan. None is consumed locally. 
The trade in this tea is now very limited, as it finds its way into Khorassan via, 
the Batoum route aforesaid, which is supposed to be cheaper. Yezd traders in 
this tea lost on almost all their transactions during the year 1905-06. China 
^Upper) and Java teas are consumed locally^ but the demand for the former is 
fast disappearing and is being replaced by Java tea. The yearly demand for 
the latter is estimated to be about 1,000 cases of 8 boxes of 10 lbs. net per box, 
or 16 boxes of 5 lbs. net per box. 
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The Fermentatton of Tea. 

In a monograph — Part II. — on this subject Dr. Harold H. Mann says : — 

In my last report on the Fermentation of Tea, published in April 1906, I 
gave an account of the effect on the fermentation process in tea manufacture of 
changes of temperature, of light, of thickness of spreading, and of time of fer- 
mentation, considered however solely from the point of view of the pungency, 
colour, and body of the liquor from the tea made. During the season of 1906, 
I have had an opportunity of continuing the investigations there set out, under 
other conditions at the Tukvar Tea Estate, Darjeeling, and in addition have be- 
gun an inquiry into the effect on the Jlcivour of the tea produced by modifica- 
tions in manufacture. 

Previous Conclusions. 

The conclusions indicated a year ago, which formed the starting point of the 
investigations of 1906, may perhaps be summarised as follows : — 

1. If tea fermentation be conducted between a temperature of 78° and 82° F. 
the process is complete (in the absence of microbes) in about five and a half 
hours at the most from the time of the commencement of rolling, and farther 
fermentation has hardly any effect on the amount of pungency, body, oV thick- 
ness of th<» liquor. No account was taken of flavour. 

2. 1‘* the temperature is raised much beyond the limit indicated (about 78® — 
82° F.) the above statement no longer holds. A second action, independent of 
enzymes or other ferments, seems to come into play, which leads to the for- 
mation of a darker brown oxidation product of the tannin, completely insoluble 
in water, whose formation rapidly reduces the pungency, colour, and body of 
the liquor. 

8. Fermentation proceeds somewhat less rapidly in a blue light than with 
white, red, or yellow lighting, but the ultimate result is the same in each cose. 

4. Unless leaf be spread more than 1^^ inches thick, the effect of thickness of 
spreading is hardly noticeable. 

5. To get the best results the following conditions are necessary — (1) a tem- 
perature of 82 to 84° F. or below, (2) a saturated atmosphere, (3) freedom from 
microbes. 

Low Temperature Fermentation. 

In considering these results, it will be noticed that while I was able to indi- 
cate a superior limit of temperature beyond which the operation of fermentation 
should not be conducted, I was not able to do the same with regard to the 
lower limit. The question therefore at once arose whetlier it was possible, if not 
wise, to reduce the temperature below that normally employed by means of 
refrigeration. It is well known that such methods have been adopted in one or 
two places in Ceylon, but the success has not been sufficient, to say the least, to 
lead to an extension of their use. The result in my experiments agrees with this 
practical conclusion. When the temperature is reduced below 76° F. the length 
of the process becomes greatly increased and never reaches a termination in a 
time at all practicable in a tea estate. In the meantime, as I shall show later, 
the flavour is liable to decrease after about three hours of fermentation, more 
and more rapidly. So that we have at least two reasons why the fermentation 
of tea should not be conducted below 76° F. at least. The first is, that the 
increased time necessary to obtain the best colour and body of the liquor allows 
microbes to multiply in greater numbers. The second is, that after about three 
hours the flavour commences to, be lost. 

It is curious to note how these facts have been unwittingly recognized in the 
districts where temperatures are low (such as Darjeeling), by spreadiiig the 
leaf much more thickly than is common in the wanner areas. This is also done 
towards the end of the season in Upl>er Assam. The thickness of the I'oUed 
leaf on the trays may reach two ana a half to three inches, and in these oases 
the temperature in the interior of the fermentii^ mass is also considerably 
higher than outside, always at least from 2*to 8 degrees Fahrenheit. 

As a result of my inquiries in connection with the effect of temperature bn 
fermentation, I have been asked several times whether it is likely to be wise 
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to heat the fermenting house in the colder weather and in colder districts in 
order to obtain a temperature within the best limits of work, and I am strongly 
of opinion that this would well be worth while. It would require only a 
steam pipe connected with the boiler running part)ly round the fermenting 
house, , to be used only when the temperature fell below 75 ®F., and then 
only Rufficietitly to keep the temperature on the fermenting beds to 
about 77° to 80° F. This method has, I understand, been adopted with 
success in some estates. 


The figures, on the basis of which these remarks are made, are found in the 
following records of experiments : — 

1. Leaf rolled half an hour, and then fermented at 73° P. (September 29th, 
1906.) 

A.uiount of Fermentation. Total Soluble matter. Soluble tannin. 

Per cent. Per cent. 


After 4;] hours fermentation (including rolling) 
Hi 

j» Ua ,, „ „ 

8 3 

4 o 1 * 


33*61 

32*91 

32*34 


12*48 

12*07 

11*97 


It is evident here that considerable changes are still going on during the time 
between 6J- and 8f hours fermentation. 

2. Leaf rolled half an hour, and then fermented at 70° F. (October 11th, 
1906.) 

Amount of Fermentation. Total Soluble matter. Soluble tannin* 

Per cent. Per cent. 


After 4J- hours fermentation (including rolling) , . 39*17 . . 15*67 

,, 6 ,, „ „ . . 38*50 . . lo*22 

„ 7J , „ „ .. 87*45 .. 14*76 

The results of this test precisely confirm that of the previous one. 


Thk Flavour ok Tea. 


We may now turn to a consideration of the flavour of tea and its modification 
dui’ing manufacture. This flavour has always been considered as principally 
determined by the quantity of essential oil in the leaf. This quantity is exceed- 
ingly small, so small indeed that any measurement of the amount of the oil by 
weighing it directly is absolutely impossible. 1 have therefore adopted another 
method of estimating its quantity, compaiatively, by determining the amount 
of oxygon required to completely oxidise it. The methotl of carrying this out 
(which has only a technical interest) is shown in the foot note.* It will be well 
understood that the figures obtained have only a comparative value, and that 
though it seems possible to say, that one sample contains twice as much vola- 
tile constitutents (of which the chief is essential oil) as another, yet one cannot 
say that the one or the other contains a certain definite percentage of essential 
oii. 

Examples of thk Method. 

I will now give the results of some actual determinations on a few valued 
samples of teas which have come into ray hands during the past year, in order 

Ten grammes of air-dried tea or tea loaf (in which the moisture has been 
separately determined) are added to 600 cc. of water already boiling in a 3 litre 
flask. The whole is immediately connected to a condenser, and steam is blown 
through the flask (which is still heated) at such a rate as to give one litre 
■distillate in about 2 hours. The distillate is collected in successive portions of 
50 cc., (four) 100 co (five) and 250 co. To each of these portions 5 cc. of 
Sulphunc Acid (1 to 4) are added, and 10 cc. of N/oO Permanganate of Potash. 
Each lot is allowed to stand for 2 hours, ajid then 5 cc. N/25 Ferrous Sulphate 
solution are added. The excess of Ferrous Sulphate is then titrated with N/50 
Permanganate of Potash. The amount of available oi^gen is then calculated 
in each case, and generally reported separately for the first 250 cc. which come 
over and for the whole litre of distillate. The distillate is usually not or only 
very slightly acid to litmus. 
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to sho^y the oharacter of the results obtained; — 

Garden. Value of Tea. 


Total Oxygen 
absorbed for 


Scottish Assam Tea Co., June 1906 — 

g. //. 

comj 

plete oxK 
^er cent. 

Flowery Orange Pekoe 

... 1 6 


0857 

Broken Orange Pekoe 

... 1 2 


0*366 

Orange Pekoe .. 

... 1 0 


0*368 

Broken Pekoe ... 

... 0 u 

0-861 

Pekoe No, 1 

... 0 9 


0*365 

Oaks Tea Estate, Darjeeling- 

RS. A. 

p. 


Broken Orange Pekoe 

... 1 8 

0 

0*581 

Pekoe 

... 0 12 

6 

0*448 

Nagadhoolie Tea Estate, Assam — 
Broken Orange Pekoe 

... 0 16 

0 

0*876 

Orange Pekoe ... 

... 0 14 

« 

0*425 

Pekoe 

... 0 8 

0 

0*424 

Pekoe Souchong 

... 0 7 

0 

0*866 

Pekoe Fannings 

... 0 7 

8 

0-864 • 


lb is at once seen how much higher the Darjeeling teas are than those obtain- 
ed from Assam, and also how little the different portions of the assortment of 
the Assam teas differ from one another. While the Darjeeling teas sell almost 
alone for their flavour, in those from the Assam districts it is only one of several 
factors in determining the value, and unless the flavour reaches a certain 
intensity, it can hardly be called the predominant factor. How accurately the 
method will pick out a flavoury tea from one without marked flavour is 
shown by the following two samples made on the same garden and in the same 
factory in Darjeeling on the same day. The first was from a high elevation and 
had a very decided aroma ; the second was from a lower elevation, and had no 
marked flavour ; - 


Tea Total Oxygen absorbed for 

complete oxidation. 

Per cent. 

1 . . . . 0-498 

2 .. .. .. .. 0*895 


In fact in every case which I have had the opportunity of testing, the method 
1 am Using has given results in accordance with a tea-broker^s opinion of 
flavour. It, therefore, gave a chance to follow the development of flavour daring 
the manufacture of tea, and ascertain what factors influenced its amount 
in the finished tea in a manner that ordinary tasting could never have 
done. The method, however, to a certain extent failed in dealing with fresh and 
withered leaf, in that in these cases the distillates were always slightly acid, 
and this would undoubtedly affect the amount of the result obtained. The 
figures for these are, however, so different from those for a later stage in the 
manufacture that oouolusions can fairly be drawn from them. The method 
failed, too, in the case of overfired teas, as I shall show later. J$ut in normal 
cases, there wm no acidity in the distillate, or else it was very small and 
form^ evidently a normal part of the volatile constituents. 


Withering Flavour. 


lu applying tlie method to the examidatidn of leaf and tea, the first point 
was to asoerUin how the development of flavour took place during a normally 
conducted manufacture. It qiliekly betame evident that while a certain pro- 
duction of essential oil took place during withering,, yet such nroduotion waa 
small, the increase only amoimting to about 16%. The following figures 
illustrate an 'actual experiment*: — 

<' Tn all oases before determination the fresh, withered or fermented leaf-tray 
was carefully fired off on an Updraft sirocco, with a thermometer laid on the 
tray showing 180° to 200°r. 
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Total oxygen absorbed for Increase 

complete oxidation. on fresh leaf. 

Per cent. Per cent. 

Fn^sli leaf . . . . 0*288 . . 

Leaf withered 20^ h mrs .. 0*381 . . . . 16 

Bollino and Flavouw. 

So soon, however, as rolling begins, there is a very great development of 
essential oil. In every case I have examined, there has been this same great in- 
crease, as the following figures illustrate. The figures in each case represent the 
total oxygen required to completely destroy the essential oil, and are hence a 
measure of the quantity of the latter : 

1. Leaf rolled for 46 minutes with pressure increasing throughout the rolling. 

Temperature in rolling room=70® F. approximately. 

Leaf as put on roller . . . . " . . *0382 

Ijeaf after 46 minutes rolling . . . . *0461 

Increase.. *0070 or 20*6% 

2. Leaf rolled 40 minutes as above. 

Leaf as put on roller . . . . *0810 

Ijeaf after 40 minutes rolling . . . . *0880 

Increase . . *0079 or 25*5% 

8. Leaf rolled 40 minutes as above. 

Leaf as put on roller . . . . . . ‘0340 

Leaf after 40 minutes rolling . . . . *0887 

Increase . . *0047 or 18*8% 

4. Leaf rolled half an hour as above. 

Leaf as put on roller . . . . . . *0868 

Leaf aftei* .J an hour rolling , . . . *0400 

Increase . . *0087 or 10*2% 

Fkrmrntation and Flavour. 

This increase in essential oil does not, however, stop when the leaf is taken 
from the roller. It continues during the fermentation but with gradually 
decreasing speed. Usually the whole of the development of flavour is complete 
at an early stage in the progress i.f the fermentation. After this it shows a 
tendency to decrease. This is illustrated in the following figures : — 

1. Leaf rolled 40 minutes ... ... ... *0889 

Leaf fermented 1 hour, 46 minutes including the 

rolling, at 80® F. ... ... ... ... *0464 

Increase ... *0076 or 19*2% 

2, Leaf rolled 40 minutes ... ... ... *0387% 

Leaf fermented 4 hours, including rolling at 68® F. ... *0443% 

Increase ... *0056 or 14*5% 

8. Leaf withered, as put on roller ... ... ... *0860% 

Leaf fermented hours, including rolling, at 76® F. ... *0427% 

Increase ... *0077 or 22*0% 

The maximum of essential oil was reached in practically evei*y case befora 
three hours of fermentation, including the rolling. After this the amount 
generally declined, as the following figures indicate 

1. Leaf after 2^ hours of fermentation (including ^ hour 

Tolling)... ... ... ... ... *0440% 

‘Leaf after 8^ hours of fermentation (including ^ hour 

rolling)... ... ... ... ... *0408% 

Decrease after 2}- hours ... *0082 or 7*8% 
2 Leaf after 54 hours of fermentation at 70 ®F. (including 

4 hour rolling) ... ... ... ... *0416% 

Leaf after hours of fermentation (including 4 hour 
rolling).., ... ... ... ... *0846% 

Decrease after 6:^^ hours ... *0071 or 17*1%. 
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8. Leaf after IJ hours of fermentation (including J hotir 

rolling)... ... ... , ... ... .0427% 

Leaf after hours of fcrnieiitation (including ^ hour 
rolling)... ... ... .. ... -0402% 

Decrease after hours ... 0025 or 6*9% 

In all these cases there was a marked decrease in the auiount of volatile 
•onstituents, t.c., in flavour after fermenting. In some cases this decline is 
extremely rapid. Thus, in the following case the amount declined in under 
five hours to considerably below the amount present at the termination of the 


rolling . — 

4. Leaf before rolling . . . . . . . . *0382 " 

Leaf after 45 minutes rolling . . . . . . *0486 

Leaf after 4f hours fermentation (including rolling) . , *0898 

At other times the percentage found seem-s to remain remarkably co] 
after reaching a maximum, as in the following case : — 

5. Leaf after 8} hours fermentation at 68® F.. . . . *0430% 

Leaf after 6f hours fermentation . . . . -0484% 

Leaf after 8| hours fermentation . . . . *0484% 


It seems fairly certain that after about 3 hours at temperatures about 70® P. 
or a little higher that no further development of essential oil takes place. It 
remains to account for the rapid decrease in some cases and for the consider- 
able constancy of its amount in others. I believe this will be found in the 
action of microbes which ought not to be present, but are aften so, more, of 
course, in some instances than in others. 

Experiments with Antiseptics. 

In two experiments I sought to exclude the action of microbes by the use of 
chloroform added to the fermenting leaf. This will proven •• all growth of 
microbes, and though it is inadmissible for other reasons, yet it was possible 
to compare ihe amount of essential oil produced with and without the addition. 
The following were the results ; — 

1. Leaf rolled hour and fermented 2 hours with addition 

of chloroform . . . . . . . . *0472% 

Leaf rolled J hour and fermented 2-4 hours, without 
addition of chloroform . . . . . . •0431 % 

Increase in Chloroform sample . . *(X)42 or 9’ 7% 

2. lieaf rolled -J hour and fermented 4 hours, with addition 

of chloroform . . . . , . . . *0486% 

Leaf rolled J hour and fermented 4 hours without 
addition of chloroform . . . . . . 

In the last case there had been an exiteedingly rapid disappearance of 
essential oil in the sample fermented without chloroform. 

Though the addition of chloroform, and the resulting prevention of the 

g rowth of microbes seems to lead to a tea containing a higher amount of 
avour, yet for other reasons, such addition is inatimissible as already stated, 
as it leads to a destruction of the enzyme responsible for the production of 
the colour in the liquor, and also to a rapid reduction in the soluble constitu- 
ents of the liquor. The former point was made clear in my former 
pamphlet. — “^Tme Ferment of the Tea Leaf, Part 2,*’ issued in 1903. The latter 
came out very clearly in one of the experiments conducted in 1906. Two 
samples of the same rolled leaf were taken and fermented for 2^ hours, the one 
with addition of chloroform, the other without. After this time, the following 
results were obtained on the fired tea: — 

Total Soluble matter. Tannin. 

Per cent. Per cent. 

Leaf fermented without chloroform . . 37*91 . . 16’66 

Leaf fermented with chloroform. . . 86*50 . . 15*70 

Such treatment, reducing as it does the thickness, body, and pungency of 
the liqaidt cannot be used, but the above experiment would seem to indicate 
that the presence of microbes, or in other words the lack of perfectly clean 
conditions, is liable to have more serious results on the flavour than even on 
the remainder of the desirable qualities of the tea. 



THE PLANTERS’ CHRONICLE. 


Ill 


Tbmpbraturk ok Fbrmbntation and Flavour. 

Tt is evident from the results so far given that the production of flavour is 
^verned by ^[uite other conditions than the production of pungency, and 
liquor. This is further illustrated by ascertaining the effect of temperature 
of fermentation. In the following cases, samples of the same leaf were fer- 
mented at different temperatures and the comparative flavour of the resultant 


tea ascertained : — 

1. Leaf rolled, and fermented 1 hour at 70® F. . . *0411% 

Leaf rolled, and fermente 1 1 hour at 86® F. . . 0406% 

2. Leaf rolled, and fermented 8 hours at 70® F. . . 0414% 

Leaf rolled, and fermented 3 hours at 86® F. . . *0411% 


There is practically no difference in the results at the differout temperatures 
up to 86® F. at any rate. 

Genkral Results on Flavour and Fermentation. 

Wo thus come to the conclusion that during the fermenting process : — 

(1) the whole of the flavour is very rapidly developed after the cells of the 

leaf are broken ; 

(2) that the quantity <loes not materially increase after three hours fer- 

mentation ; 

(3) that there is generally a decline in the flavour after three hours fer- 

mentation, though occasionally the amount remains constant ; 

(4) that this decline may, it is possible, be connected with the action of 

microbes in the fermenting leaf ; 

(.7) that the temperature, at any rate up to 86® F., has little influence on 

the formation of flavour during fermentation. 

Practical Conclusions. 

It will be seen that any effort to discover the best method of tea fermenta- 
tion is met by a certain inconsistency between these conclusions and those 
previously formulated for the same process when only the pungency and 
character of the liquor were considered. In the latter case, the essentials were 
(1) a temperature of 75 to 84® F., (2) a saturated atmosphere, (8) freedom from 
microbes, (4) a time of four to five hours at least if the lermentation is to be 
complete. There is, however, one point in which the requisite for both the 
best flavour and the best liquor are the same. This is, freedom from microbe 
action, or in other words, extreme cleanliness. Furthermore, so far as my 
investigations have gone, the best temperature for the production of a good 
liquor is also as good as any other for the production of flavour. The only 
clashing occurs when one considers the time which the fermentation should be 
allowed to last. If the maximum of flavour is to be obtained, then the time 
must be less than three hours ; if the maximum thickness of liquor is to be 
produced, then the time (at the temperature given) should be more than four 
hours. 

Is it possible that anything can be done to obtain the advantages of both ? 
I am afraid that beyond the avoidance of conditions which lead to a rapid 
decline of flavour after it has been produced, and which have been already 
specified, little is possible. It will be jjrobably advisable to act in the plains 
so as to get the maximum of flavour, consistent with getting the liquor required ; 
in other words, to obtain by hard, but cool rolling a leaf in which fermentation 
is rapid carefully regulating the temperature between 75® F. and84o F., and 
retain the maximum flavour by ensuring the most completely aseptic conditions 
by cleanliness in every detail. In those districts where flavour is absolutely 
the primary consideration, the attempt should be made to obtain the best gnwle 
of liquor consistent with retaining the maximum of flavor. Hence here the 
regulation of the best fermenting temperature becomes even more important, 
for it is wished to push the production of colour on as fast as possible to avoid 
losing the flavour by long fermentation, and I think a great deal more is 
possible in this direction in the Darjeeling district than has been done there, 
or is possible in the plains. 
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To put this in a summarised form, ray investigations indicate that if flavour 
is the primary consideration, the fermentation should be as short as possiblot 
consistent with producing a respectable “ liquor if “ liquor ” is the more 
important, the fermentation should be as long as possible (up to 4i hours at 
any rate) consistent with retaining the most flavour possibln. In both cases 
absolute cleanliness and careful regulation of the temperature are essential tn 
obtain the best result. 

Aeration during Fermentation. 

There is one matter, the importance of which in the fermentation I had 
realised till the present year, namely, the need for careful aeration of the room 
in which fermentation takes place. There is no doubt of the very large volume 
of air required by fermenting tea. I have made several experiments during the 
past year to find out exactly how much is required and the results have indicat- 
ed as follows. I have calculated from the actual quantities used into pounds 
and cubic inches or feet. 

1. After 60 minutes’ rolling, and 10 minutes occupied in preparing the 

experiment, 1 lb. leaf (=*42 lbs. dried tea) required 76 cubic inches of oxygen 
or 857 cubic inches of air for six hours fei mentation at 68® F. » 

2. After 50 minutes’ rolling and perpaiution, 1 lb. leaf reiiuired 87*6 cubic 
inches of oxygen or 416*7 cubic inches of air for 5iV hours’ fermentation at 79® F. 

3. After one hour’s roll, and some time afterwards for preparation, 1 lb. leaf 
required 74*6 cubic inches of oxygen or 855 cubic inches of air at 68® F. for 7i 
hours fermentation. In this case the fermentation was never (piite complete. 

If we calculate all these, to what we may regard as a normal fermenting 
temperature (79® F.) we find that 

1. 1 lb. leaf (=*42 lbs. dried tea) required 863 cubic inches of air==*21 cubic 

feet. 

2. 1 lb. leaf (=*89 lbs. dried tea) required 416*7 cubic inches of air== 24 cubic 

feet. 

8. 1 lb. leaf ^=='43 lb. dried tea) required 861 cubic inches of air=s*21 cubic 

feet. 

On the average of the three experiments 4^ lbs. of fermenting leaf will exhaust 
the oxygen from one cubic foot of air. 

This is enough to indicate the extreme im|x>rtance of having the fermenting 
room of a factory well aerated. Normal fermentation cannot go on unless a 
large quantity of fresh air is present, and 1 believe that the fermenting rooma 
ot the future will contain means of blowing moist air into the room. It has, 
usually, been considered unwise in the past to have draughts in the fermenting 
rooms, but this has been largely, if not entirely, due to the fact that a draught 
usually means drying of the surface of the leaf. What I now suggest as advis- 
able, if the best results are to be attained, is the blowing in the saturated air (by 
blowing the in-couiing air over wet cloth or Icushus) in such a way as to ensure 
the air actually in contact with the tea being continually renewed. 

Firing. 

We may now pass on from the fermenting operation itself to a consideration 
of what may happen when the fermented leaf is placed on the firing machines, 
liittle attention has been paid in the past to the investigation of what actually 
takes place in the firing process, and information to hand is chiefly concerned 
with the relative merits of different machines. 

In my last report, however, 1 showed the importance of leaf not taking 
longer to become at least crisp than could be avoided. This was due to the 
fact that anything resembling stewin|; in any way caused rapid reduction of 
the soluble matter and soluble tannin in the tea. The experiment quoted 
was as follows: — 

Total soluble matter. Soluble tannin. 

Per oent. Per cent. 

1 . Leal as fermented, dried quickly . 

at 185® F. . . , . . . 87 28 . . . . 16-89 

2. Leaf as in 1 kept for 2 hours at 150® 

to 200® F., and then dried quickly . . 85.46 . . 14*21 
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In this case there was a loss of nearly 5% on the total soluble matter and of 
nearly 8 X on the tannin. 

This result has been confirmed in the past year. Here throe lots of fei*nient- 
ed leaf were taken, one was dried off quickly and carefully, the second was kept 
at 190® F. for half an hour, drying being prevented, and then dried off quickly, 
while the third remained one hour and 10 minutes at 190® F. similarly. The 
results for total soluble matter and tannin are shown as follows : — 

Total soluble matter. Soluble tannin. 

Per cent. Per cent. 

1. Dried off at once after fermentation ... ;3318 ... 18'20 

2. Half an hour at 190® F , and then dried off ... 31*25 ... 11-75 

8. IJ hours at 190® F. and then dried off ... .‘30*88 ... 1105 

The rapid reduction in the amount of both these constituents, vital as they 

are to a good imngent liquoring tea, cannot be mistaken. 

Firing and Flavour. 

The same is true with regard to the flavour. The reduction during the stew- 
ing operation ie extremely rapid, as the following figures indicate : — 

Leaf dried off at once ... ... ... ... 0418^0 

Leaf heated to 190® F. for \ an hour and then dried off ... *0878% 

Leaf heated to 190® F. for H houi’s and then dried off ... 0873% 

Total loss of in 1 J hours ... ... ... *0045 or nearly 

11 per cent, of the total. 

Slow firing, therefore, during the first part of the process means loss of 
pungency, body, and flavour in the tea produced. The old practice of allowing 
partly dried, and still moist tea to wait in heaps before being put on a second 
machine is in the highest degree injurious ana affects not only the briskness 
and pungency, but also the flavour. 

There have been two ways of avoiding this. The one is by drying at a very 
high temperature, the other by the use of a larger amount of di*ying air either 
by putting a heavier blast on a machine, or by using more machines. 

The use of a higher temperature has been often adopted, and perhaps may be 
advisable when the flavour counts for nothing, and the pungency and liquor 
are only to be considered. But so soon as the actual temperature on the try 
on which the leaf is drying exceeds 212® F. (the boiling point of water), there 
is a rapid loss of such flavour as is present in the tea. In the following 
example, the fermented leaf was dried for half an hour at the temperatures 
specified, the thermometer being actually on the tray with the leaf. 

1. Fermented leaf fired at 190® F. to 210® F. ... *0456% 

Fermented leaf fired at 289® F. ... ... ‘0427% 

Loss of flavour by higher firing ... •(X)29 or 6*8% 

of the total. 

If flavour is to be fully retained, it is evident therefore that a temperature 
above boiling point of water the leaf itself \% inadmissible. 

Even a temperature considerably below the boiling point of water, long 
continued, even in nearly dry tea, ’ is equally fatal to the best results. A Dar- 
jeeling pekoe, made some time before, and hence almost dry, was kept at 
200® F. for half an hour and an hour respectively, and great loss of essential 
oil occurred in both cases. In this case the following figures were obtained 
Tea, without further heating . , . . *0526% 

Tea, after J hour at 200® F. . . . . *0416% 

Tea, after 1 hour at 200® F. . . . . ’0869% 

The conclusion must be 

(1) That firing above 212® F., means loss of flavour. 

(2) That long continued firing even below that temperature, and even with 
almost dry tea, also means loss of flavour. 

These conclusions restrict us to those methods of increasing the speed of 
firing by putting a heavier blast on the machine or by using more machines. 
Whiph of these is the better, 1 have not yet ascertained, but one or the other it 
must be if a high speed of firing is to be obtained without increase of 
temperature. 
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Conditions on a ** Paragon Machine. 

These results led us to try and ascertain how the temperature ctmditions 
varied on the different trays of an automatic dryer. A “ Paragon/’ being one 
of the latest types of such machines, was chosen for the experiments, and by 
the kindness of Mr. C. Bald, I was able to drill holes in the side opposite the 
various trays of the dryer in order to accommodate my thermometers. The 
machine was running normally, the leaf taking half an hour to pass through 
the machine, and corning out about 7o to 85% (12 to 14 snnos) fired. The 
temperature of the inlen air was 255 ® F. to 265 ® F. The fan was set at two holes 
from the, end marked open,” and the belt was on the lowest speed pulley. The 
following wore the temperatures in different parts of the machine. 


Temperature. 

Lowest. 

Highest. 

Above top tray 

... 99® F. 

... 140® F. 

Above fourth tray from top 

... 180® F. 

... 205® F. 

Above fourth tray troni bottom 

... 219® F. 

... 228® F. 

Above second tray from bottom 

... 266® F. 

... ... 

Below bottom tray 

... 236® F. 

... 247° F. 


It is evident, therefore, that in a Paragon machine working under normal 
conditions, cdy the two bottom trays in any sense represent the temperature 
as read on l ie inlet thermometer. Above this the temperature rapidly 
declines, and the conditions are present which I have indicated, as those which 
should be avoided in drying tea ; in other words, the tea is being stowed. 

To find out whether this was essential to the machine, or whether it was 
capable of being avoided, I tried various modifications of tho arrangement to 
see if the high temperature and hence rapid firing in the early part of the 
process which seem desirable could be attained. 

The following are the temperature readings obtained : — 

1. Experiments in varying the fan, the belt remaining on the slowest 


pully 


Top tray. 
99A® F. 

Bottom try. 

Inlet. 

Fully open 

... 

2S6® P. 

268° F. 

One hole shut 

... 

99® F. 

j236® F. 

266° P. 

Two holes shut 


99® F. 

286® F. 

265° F. 

Four holes shut 

... 

102® F. 

245® F. 

266° P, 

Last hole 

... 

104® F. 

246® F. 

266° F. 

2. Experiments on the effect of altering the belt, the fan remaining as usual 

with two holes shut ; 

Top tray. 

Bottom try. 

Inlet. 

Time to go 
through 

Slowest belt 

99® F. 

236® F. 

265® F. 

the machine. 
Minutes. 

:K) 

Second slowest belt 

102® F. 

244® P. 

266° P. 

22 

Third slowest belt ... 

110® F, 

247® F. 

256® F. 

18 

Second fastest belt... 

112® F. 

247® F. 

267° F. 

14 

Fastest belt 

112® F. 

247® P. 

266° F. 

11 


The third slowest came out about 75% (12 annas) fired, and the fastest at 
60 per cent (8 annas) fired. 

Ideal Conditions of Firing. 


It is evident that none of these conditions give even a remote approach to 
the ideal conditions. In order to get even a moderate temperature on the top 
tray, the temperature of the inlet air has to be so high, that the lower travs 
have too high a temperature. This latter will not be, however, anything like 
so high in the leaf itself as this appears to indicate ; the thermometer being 
placed just above the leaf but not in it. The faster the belt the better the 
conditions seem to be, but its use involves a second machine to follow on with 
the half dried tea immediately, and hence a considerable increase in firing 
machinery for the same size factory. It would seem that if there were a way 
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of supplying the two or three top trays with a separate current of hot air direct 
from the furnace, as well as the one at present used, it might be possible to 
improve the “Paragon’* machine materially from my point of view. The 
following points seem to be essential to the ideal firing process : — 

(1) a rising of the temperature of the fresh leaf, in a current of air 

sufficiently strong to carry off the moist saturated air and so prevent 
stewing ; 

(2) a rapid firing throughout ; 

(3) the leaf itself ; never to be exposed to a temperature greater than 180^ 

to 200® F. either when wet or after becoming more or less dry. To 
make sure of this point, it will be necessary for a factory to be supplied 
with thermometers for taking the temperature actually on the trays, 
as the thermometer of a machine, placed as it is at the hot air inlet, 
gives in many cases absolutely no idea of the temperature at which 
firing takes place. 

Conclusion. 

I have, in conclusion, only to thank those who have assisted me in many ways 
-during the carrying out of the investigations here recorded in 1906. To the late 
Mr. J. D. Gwilt, who made all the arrangements for my work at Tiikvar, to 
Mr. P. Moller, the acting Manager, and to all connected with that estate, my 
very best thanks are due. 


COCOA. 

M.iNURiAL Experiments with Cacao in Dominica. 

In the West Indian Bulletin a summary is given of the fertilizer experiments 
carried on at the Dominica Botanic Station since 1900. In addition, the results 
'Secured on experimental plats in 7 country districts are noted. 

At the botanic station, the use of basic phosphate and potash without nitro- 
genous manure has not proved beneficial, but when dried blood has been added 
there has been a striking increase in the yield per acre. A complete fertilizer, 
therefore, is recommended. Even the application of dried blood alone has 
shown very beneficial results, there being a gain of 308 lbs. of wet cacao, or 
4*4 lbs. per tree over the no-manare plat. 

The most interesting results hrfve been obtained on the plat mulched with 
grass and leaves, the sweepings of the lanes at the botanic station. At first the 
yields on this plat while in excess of those on the no-manuro plat were consider- 
ably less than on the fertilized plats. During the past three years, however, 
the^ yields from this plat have greatly exceeded those of any other plat in the 
-experiment. In 1906 the yield was 38*91 lbs. of wet cacao per tree against 22 
lbs. from the no-manure plat, or a gain of 77 per cent. It is believed the plat 
has been permanently improved by the application of the mulch, as the soil is 
more moist and dark in colour and the trees have a better surface root develop- 
ment. The experiment is believed to show that a large increase in the yield 
of cacao can be obtained without the use of artificial manures, and as mulching 
material is abundant, it appears wasteful and unnecessary to purchase other 
manures. These results are believed to answer the question as to the best 
-way to improve cacao cultivation in Dominica. 

The results secured on the various fertilizer plats in the country districts 
indicate that phosphatic manures are quite generally beneficial. 

In 1906, San Domingo Cacao, as usual, found the largest market in Germany, 
shipments to that country aggregating 9,602,621 lbs. valued at 638,100 dol. an 
increase in quantity over consignments during the first half of 1906 of 3,118.68.5 
lbs. There was also an increase in the quantity .sent to the United States from 

.828,1 19 lbs. valued at 860,681 dol to 6,126.341 lbs. valued at 896,862 dol. while 
the consignments to France decreased from 6.628,169 lbs. valued at 663,138 dol. 
Jto 2 476,983 lbs. valued at 179,302 dol. 
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THE ANTI-TEA DUTY LEAGUE. 

Mamopial regapdltig the British Tea Duty. 

To The Rt. Hon. H. H. ASQUITH, k.c., m.p., 

Chancellor of the Exchequer^ 

Sir, — We, the members of, and sympathisers with, the Anti-Tea-Duty 
League, desire to place before you the followiiig facts relative to the heavy tax 
still being levied on Tea : — 

We have taken several opportunities during the past two years, of making 
public our arguments for the removal of the very onerous burdens which your 
predecessors placed upon our shoulders, and we cordially welcome the sym- 
pathetic tone in which you recognised our position in your Budget Speech 
iskst year, but we beg to call your particular attention to the result which has 
followed tho partial relief you were able to give us in the removal of one-half of 
the War Duty. 

The consumption of Tea in this country prior to 1906 reached its maximum 
of 6*16 lbs. per capita in 1901, but the numerous changes in the rate of the Tea 
Duty of late years have somewhat vitiated the value of annual averages hud we 
prefer to cite triennial averages, which, for the fifteen years ending in 1905,. 
are as follows : — 


1891-8 

... 

6*89 lbs. per capita. 

1894-6 

... 

... 6*64 „ „ 

1897-9 


. . 6*86 „ 

1900-2 


6 10 

1908-6 

. . 

. . 6*00 „ ,, 


You will note that our Industry w'as able to reckon for a long period of years, 
not only upon that accretion of trade due to the natural increase in population, 
but also upon a regular increase in the per capita consumption which reached its 
maximum in 1900/2. This was stopped by the War Tax of 1901, and the posi- 
tion was intensified by the further taxation, making a total of Bd. per lb. in 
1904, with the result that both sources of increased trade were cut off, and 
oflicial returns show that the loss of market in this country for the four years 
1902-05 has amounted to no less than 44 millions of pounds. 

With the remission of the “ Peace Tax,” which your predecessor was able to 
grant, and the half of the War Tax which you found yourself in a position to 
remit, tho consumption has shown some signs of elasticity again, and the 
returns for the calendar year just closed, show a total consumption of 
270,000,000 lbs., being an increase over 1906 of 11,000,000 lbs., thus bringing 
th^er capita consumption for the year to 6*18 lbs. 

We desire to call your attention to the important change in the habits of the 
people of this country which is evidenced by the consistent decrease in the annual 
alooholic “ drink bill,” coupled with the increase in that of all teniperance 
drinks, of which Tea is the most important. That this should meet with even 
any temporary check, must be a matter of serious concern to those who have 
the welfare of the country at heart. 

As between one temperance beverage and another, the taxation of Tea^ 
which is, of course, the principal non-alcoholic drink of this country, has been 
reduced by one-sixth since you stated its incidence to be 90 per cent, on the 
average value, and it may therefore be taken now at about 70 to 76 per cent., 
as against Sugar at 80 per cent., Coffee at 25 per cent., and Cocoa at 18 per 
cent. Such a difference, is, we submit, inequitable and unduly burdens an 
article which forms such a large proportion of the daily food supply of the 
country 

That large section of the population, who, living from hand to mouth, make 
their purchases in the smallest retail quantities, did not, it is feared, fully bene- 
fit by the last reduction of one penny per lb. in the duty, and owing to a recent 
rise in the mice of common tea, it is probable that the bui^en will be stiU 
more heavuy felt by them, unless you find yourself in a position to alleviate it 
by a further reductaon in duty. 
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We may also point out to you that Tea represents about one -eighteenth of 
the total exports of all produce (excluding specie) from India and nearly two- 
thirds of those from Ceylon, and is the sole source of livelihood to a labouring 
population of upwards of 2,000,000 of the poorest of the natives of India and 
Ceylon. 

» In conclusion, therefore, wo have to ask your earnest and most favourable 
consideration of the case that we now have the honour of placing before you, 
and we trust that the arguments which we have brought to your notice, may 
warrant your affording a substantial measure of relief to Tea Producers and 
Consumers in your next Budget. 

We have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servants, 

J. D. Kkks, C.I.E., M.P., 

Vice-President^ Anti-Tea-Duty League. 
F. A. Bobbrts, 

Chairman^ Executive Committee. 

The Signatures have also been appended of — 

The Karl of Glasgow, G.C.M.G., D.L., LL D. 

The Lord Kinesale. 

The Lord Elphin stone. 

The lit. Hon. Sir West Ridgeway, P.C., G.C.M.G., K.C.S.I., etc. 

Col. Sir William Bisset, K.C-I.E. 

Sir E. T. Candy, C.S.L 

Surgeon General Sir A. C. C. de Renzy, K.O.B. 

Sir George Pilkington. 

Sir Cecil Cleinenti Smith, G.C.M.G 

Arthur Bryans. A. G. Stanton 

Norman H, Grieve. G. A. Talbot. 

Sinclair MacLeay. W. J. Thompson. 

Members of the Counci/, 
and of 70 Members of Parliament. 


RUBBER. 

The British North Borneo Herald remarks. — Tapping on sixty (Para) trees 
was commenced at the Tonom Rubber Estate on tne 1st of July, 1906, and has 
been continued on alternate days to date (27-2-07) except on such occasions 
as days when rain fell or the coolie in charge was ill : the yield for these 
eight months has averaged 15 ounces (15/100 of an oz) per tree per tapping, or 
1^ pound of dry rubber per tree per annum for trees 6^/6 years old, and with 
an average gpirth of 23 inches : the trees are now yielding more latex and of a 
greater density than when we commenced and the only thing which seems to 
diminish the yield is any cessation of tapping after which the trees seem to take 
some days to get into their stride again : none of the rubber has yet been 
'^marketed as the parcel would be too small to be of value. 

The British North Borneo Herald has been informed that the North Borneo 
Trading Company are opening another Rubber Estate of 500 acres on one of 
the rivers in Sandakan Bay. 

In Ceylon Mr. J. O. Willis and Mr. M. Kelway Bamber have been experi- 
menting to test the possibility of sending home undried block rubber preserved 
with the aid of creosote. So far the experiments have led to no useful conclu- 
sion, but they have encouraged further investigation. 

The Central Agricultural Committee, Madras, has issued a bulletin under 
the title of ** Meiporanduhi on the preparation, packing and transmission of 
specimens of platits, insects, &c., for expert examination.’* 
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COFFEE. 

Coffee BxpeHmente. 

The Madras Agri-Horticultural Society has published the following notes : — 

The following eorrespendenee is in reference to a sample of coffee fruit sent 
to Prof. Wyndham Dunstan, Director of the Imperial Institute, London, for 
comparative analysis by the Honorary Secretary. 

1. Letter from the Agri-Horticultural Society, No. 785, dated 11th August, 

1904. 

I am sending 3*011 by this post a sample of coffee grown on one of the oldest 
estates in M^’sore, vw., Araoidecool, in the Kulur i)istrict, in the hope that 
you will be able to have it analysed. The deterioration of the quality of coffee 
grown in Mysore and South India according to reports received from London 
Agents in recent years has been very marked, and the planters in many cases 
incur considerable loss in consequence. 

They are quite unable to account for this deterioration and so far they^ have 
received little scientific advice. Dr. Lehmann, the Agricultural Chemist to 
the Government of Mysore, last year made some experiments, but so far, no 
definite res’.ilts have b.^cn obtained. The sample I send yon is particularly 
interesting, h ^ca ise it is from an estate which some forfy years ago obtained 
the best pric-*^ in the market. The last crop, however, from which the sample 
«ent is taken, ubtiiined nearly the worst, v's., an all-round average of 52s. per 
cwt. The estate in question is to bo highly manured within the next few 
weeks with a complete manure, with a view to improving both the yield and 
the quality, and if, as is hoped, its produce obtains very mncli better prices in 
the London market, the analysis between this year’s crop — sample of which is 
now sent — and next year’s crop, will produce a most interesting and instructive 
oomyarison. Should you be able to get the sample analysed, I will arrange to 
have another sent a year or so hence, then the effect of the manure becomes 
apparent. 

2. Letter from the Director, Imperial Institute, London, No. 695-22, dated 
fith November, 2905 

In your letter No. 785 of the 11th August 1904, forwarding a sample of 
coffee grown on the Arabidecool Estate in the Kadur District of Mysore, 
you stated the soil of the estate was shortly to bo thoroughly manured and 
that a fresh sample of coffee of the next season’s growth would bo sent to the 
Imperial Institute for comparison with the former specimen. 

[ should be glad to be informed what success has attended the experiments 
that have been meide and to receive for examination a sample of this year’s 
crop. 

8. Letter from the Agri-Horticultural Society No. 1872, dated 6th December, 

1905. 

1 beg to acknowledge your letter of the 8th ultimo regarding a sample of 
coffee grown on the Arabidecool Estate in the Kadur District of Mysore and 
sent to you from this office on the 11th August 1904. 

The soil of this estate was duly manure 1 in October-November, 1904, with a 
mixture of basic slag, saltpetre and pooiiac and with remarkably good effect on 
the appearance of the estate and the yield. The crop now about to be gather- 
ed promises to bo a very good one and I shall be glad to send you a sample for 
examination in about six weeks’ time, 

A comparison between these two samples will provide coffee planters with 
most interesting data. 

Letter from the Director, Imperial Institute, London, No. 428-80, dated Slst 
October 1906. 

1 beg to forward a report on the results of the examination of the two samples 
of coffee from the Arabidecool Estate in Mysore, which are referred to in your 
letters, No. 785, dated the 6th August 1^4, and No. 1872, dated the 6th 
December, 1906. 

The comparative examination of the two samples has shown tha*- the manu- 
rial treatment has produced a sli^^ht increase in the size and weight of the 
l^ans and in the amount of alkaloid present. 
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It will, however, be necessary to continue experiments and obtain further 
data before any definite conclusions can be drawn. 

Report on Coffee from Arabideoool Estate, Kapur District, Mysore. 

A sample of coffee beans was received at the Imperial Institute in 1904, 
from the Secretary of the Agri-Horticultural Society, Teynainpett, Madras, 
with a letter dated the 11th August, 1904. It was stated that the coffee was 
grown on the Ai’abidecool Estate, Kadur District, Mysore, an estate which 40 
years ago produced coffee that obtained the highest prices, whereas the present 
prices are nearly the lowest. A second sample from the same estate, grown 
thiring the season 1905-06, was received in ^larch, 1906, and is referred to in 
^ second letter dated the 6th December, 1905. In the interval, the soil of the 
estate had been manured with a mixture of basic slag, saltpetre and “ pooriac** 
with a result that a remarkably good effect was noticed both in appearance of 
the plants and in the yield of coffee. It was desired, therefore, to have a 
comparative examination of the two samples of coffee with the object of 
ascertaining the effect of the manurial treatment. 

The two samples, which weighed 24.H and 450 grains respectively, were simi- 
lar in appearance. The second sample, grown after the manuring, was a little 
darker in colour and the beans were rather more regular in size. 

The two samples were submitted to chemical examination, and the following 
tabic shows their composition : 

Beans grown in 1904 Beans grown in 1005-06 
previous to the subsequent to the 

manuring. manuring. 

Per cent. Per cent. 

Moisture . . . . . . 9* 17 9*28 

Total alkaloid, principally caffeine . . 1 *22 1*46 

Albuminoids . . . . . . 10*46 9 87 

Calculated from albu- Calculated from albu- 
minoid nitrogen minoid nitrogen 

1*68 1*58 

•Other nitrogenous substances .. 1'28 0*81 

Fat .. .. .. 11-36 11*53 

Fibre , . . . . . . . 21*60 21*80 

Ash 3*86 3*72 

Otlier non-nitrogenous substances. 41*06 41*63 

The specific gravity of the beans of the first samples, viz., that grown before 
the manuring, was found to be 1*22, and of the second sample, viz., that grown 
after the manuring, 1’25, The average weight of the beans comi^osing the 
first sample was 0*156 gram and of the second sample 0*180 gram. The num- 
ber of beans required to fill a 50cc. cylinder was 222 in the case of the first 
sample and 200 in the case of the second sample, showing that the average size 
of the beans had increased. 

Commercial Valuation. 


Messrs. T. H. Allen & Co., through whom the second sample of coffee was 
received, have furnished the following particulars regarding its commercial 
valuation. The market description of the coffee was “ Low middling grayish- 
green, rough, mixed, some foxy and faded.*^ It was valued at 56s, per hundred- 
weight in bond and it realised 55s. The average price obtained for the previous 
year’s crop was stated to be 52s., so that a slight improvement in the value 
has occurred. This, however, may be partially due to market fluctuations. 

Grading of Brazilian GofPee. 

The Associacao Commercial of Rio de Janeiro has received from the Associ- 
acao Commercial of Santos the following official communication:— We have 
the honour to inform you that the General Meeting of this Association on the 
■28rd inst. recognised for the official grading of coffee in the Santos market tlie 
types used by the New York Coffee Exchange from Nos. 1 to 9 with the specifi- 
cations contained in the report of which we will forward a printed copy as 
adopted by the said meeting. We are, etc., Francisco M. Inglez de Sonza^ 
President, Antonm de Freitas Guiinaraes, Secretary.” 
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The following is the report : — 

“ We, the undersigned members of the Committee appointed by the General 
meeting of the Associacao Commercial of Santos, lield on the 17 th of Decem- 
ber 1906, to regulate the grading of coffee in the Santos market, have the honour, 
in compliance with our mission, to propose the official adoption of types. Nos. 
1 to 9 on the basis of the New York Coffee Exchange since they are recognized 
as the most rational basis and the least liable to cause controversy. 

Mathematical methods in classification are impossible and the Committee 
is of the opinion that owing to the numerous varieties of the commodity, it ia 
difficult, if not impossible, for the present at least to find a more perfect system 
of grading. 

“ The creation of National types could only be based on the same conclu- 
sions as the American types which are already recognised as the best for the 
classification of the different types, so that our work will consist in simply 
copying what already exist with the simple alteration of a label. 

“ On this account and because the organisation of such a service here would 
be both slow and expensive, as a suitable staff would be difficult to find, and 
also because the types or the New York Coffee Exchange are already becoming 
familiar here and are employed in the European markets where a great num- 
ber of transactions are based on them, the Committee suggested the adoptionr 
of the original New York types. 

“ The Committee takes the opportunity of presenting in brief the ordinary 
rules employed for the American classification together with a table showing 
the equivalents of inferior grades and their commonest defects. 



Extra Margin allowed. 


About 6 imperfect boans (green, broken, etc.) 
j> 25 ,, ,« ,, ,, „ 

»» >» >> »» », >» 

I* » if »• ’ »» 

»j >» »i f, ». 

In these low qualities, the classificstion of coffee is influ 
enced by its appearance. 


NBABEST EQUIVALENTS OF IMPERFECT BEANS. 


8 shells (conchas) 

5 green beans 
5 broken beans 
2 scorched beans 
5 soft or badly threshed beans 
1 large stone 
1 medium size stone ... 

2 — 3 small stones 
1 large twig ... 

1 medium size twig ... 

2—8 small twigs 
1 large husk 
2 — 8 small husks 

1 pod (coco)... 

2 sailors (marinheiros) 


equal to 


1 black bean. 

1 fj 


1 

1 

1 

2—3 

1 

1 

2—8 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 
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TEA. 

A Tei*mite Pest of the Tea Plant. 

(By E. Ernest Green) 

A. species of ‘White Ant * {Catotermes 7m7ifam, Desneaux) that attacks and 
hollows out the stems of living tea bushes has been know’n for some years. It 
occurs sporadically in most of the tea districts, independently of elevation. 
Its life history has hitherto been a complete mystery, no definite nest or abnor- 
mally developed breeding females having been observed. Recent investigations 
in the Lindula district have now enabled me to solve the puzzle. On the 
estate in question the pest has been known for some years, but no attempt to 
eradicate it was made until last year. It has consequently spread considerably. 
In some instances whole patches of tea trees have had to be eradicated. Usu- 
ally, some two or three trees only are affected at one spot. Examination of a 
number of affected trees showed that the main stem and roots, together with 
the larger branches, are completely hollowed out, the stem being frequently 
merely a hollow shell. In spite of this extensive damage the bushes continue 
to flush well and show no external signs of injury. Only 

THE HKAUTWOOD IS DEVOURED, 

the sap wood remaining intact and carrying on the functions of the plant. The 
devoured tissues are replaced by earthy matter into which adventitious roots 
are thrown out — apparently from the inner walls — and evidently obtain 
much nourishment from the earthy matter. In digging out the infested trees 
no signs of extension of the galleries were observed, and no insects were found 
in the excavated soil. It appears from this that each colony is self-contained 
in the individual tree, and extends its depredations only when that tree is fully 
occupied. On splitting open the infested stems and branches, insects in all 
stages could I'o found, but no eggs. There were larva? — quite small up 
to fully grown, full grown workers and soldiers and a few wingless 
adults of the same size as the workers, but distingiiwhed by their uni- 
form reddish colour and more chitinous integument. The larva^ are trans- 
lucent white ; the workers creamy white with darker cloudy markings on the 
abdomen ; the soldiers with large reddish heads and prominent falcate mandi- 
bles. No eggs were observed ; and nothing resembling a differentiated queen. 
Nor were there any indications of special brood cells or honey -combed nest. 
On subsequently dissecting some of the adult insects, their bodies were found 
to contain well-developed ova — of a very much larger size than those deposited 
by the specialized queens of other species. I gather, from these observations, 
that the 

LIKE HISTORY OF THIS SPECIES 

is very distinct from that of the common mound- building termite ; that no 
specialized breeding queens are produced ; but that the ordinary adults (which 
are never very numerous in one colony) are apterous and remain in the nest in 
which they are raised, and carry on the breed in nitu. It is po.ssible that living 
larvse (instead of eggs) may be produced, but the evidence on this point is incon- 
clusive, Each colony is therefore self-contained, and the removal and destruction 
of the tree should destroy the complete colony. The presence of the pest can 
seldom be recognized until the bush has been pruned, when sections of the 
galleries are exposed. In recently attacked bushes, only collar pruning can 
disclose the infection, as the insects apparently effect their entrance through 
the roots, working up first into the stem and later into the branches. Seeing 
that infected trees are still able to carry on their functions and to yield (appa- 
rently) as much crop as sound trees, it seems a pity to have to eraaicate them 
if some 

MEANS COULD BE EMPLOYED TO DESTROY 

the insects in Mn and so to prevent the extension of the injury to the sur- 
rounding trees. With this view I experimented with the patent * Ant Exter- 
minator’ recently received from South Africa. This machine pumps a deadly 
gas (generated from sulphur and arsenic) through the gallenes, and has-been 
found most effective in the destruction of the ordinary mound-building ter- 
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mites. The nozzle of the machine was inserted first into the exposed galleries 
in one of the branches, and afterwards into a hole drilled through the stem 
into the main cavity. But the ventilation was insufficient, owing to the 
blocking of the cavities withcirthy matter, and ib was found impossible to 
force the fumes through the system of galleries. Other plants were collar 
pruned, and small quantities of vaporite placed in the cavity, which was 
then plugged with clay. The results of this latter experiment will not be 
available for some weeks. 

The Shot Hole Borer- 

In a former number of the Agricultural Society Magazine (Nov. 1906, p. -'196) 
reference was made to a 

NOVKL METHOD OF DESTROYING THE SHOT-HOLK BORER, 

in sitUj by scorching the bushes immediately after pruning. The inventer of 
this method is Mr. 0. W R. Tyler, of Sanquhar Estate, in the Gampola dis- 
tricts. 1 have now had an opportunity of seeing the work in progres.s, and am 
very favourably impressed with the results. The following notes were made 
on the spot : — 

Gangs of women and children are supplied with torches made of dried cocoa- 
nut leaves. Th(‘y pass the flaming torches round each bush, beneath the 
branches, hoi ii ug them there long enough for the heat to penetrate the wood. 
On splitting oj) m the branches, the insects — both young and adult — are found 
to be quite dead. I was able to satisfy myself of this result in the smaller 
(‘ pencil’) branches. The older branches, though previously badly infested, 
were now deserted bj' the insects, so ib was impossible to determine here 
whether the treatment would be equally effective in these thicker braiiehes. 
I was shown a field that had been treated in this way when pruned in August 
of last year. The treatment was said to have been applied very severely, and 

NOT A SINGLE SURVIVING INSECT 

could then be found. A good many of the smaller branches had been killed, 
but fresh healthy shoots were in every case being thrown up from the lower 
parts of the bushes, promising a rapid recovery. This system seems to me to 
be preferable to collar pruning as — while ridding the plant of the pest — it 
affords a more rapid recovery. It should be understood that, to be of per- 
manent value, the treatment must be carried out systematically over the whole 
of the affected area. Otherwise re-infection from surrounding fields will occur 
sooner or later. In the meantime, it has the advantage of bringing the plant 
into a condition that cables it more successfully to resist the attacks of the 
borer. That nature can and does repair the injury under favourable condi- 
tions was abundantly evident on this estate. On splitting open the more 
healthy free growing branches, the entrance holes were repeatedly found to be 
plugged by an ingrowth from the cambial tissues. 

THE COST OF THE TREATMENT 

is largely influenced by the cost of the torches. On this estate the dried 
eocoauut fronds had to be bought in Kandy (some 13 miles distant) and trans- 
ported by rail and cart to the estate. Each torch costs on the estate, approxi- 
mately two cents, and is exhausted after the treatment of eight bushes. A 
cooly can satisfactorily treat 250 bushes for his day’s name. This works out 
at Rs.13‘55 per acre ; but Mr. Tyler informs me that the actual cost is nearer 
Bs.ll. Experiments were tried with artificial torches composed of cocoaunt 
fibre, kitul fibre, and old sacking— tied on sticks. These substances were 
steeped in kerosene oil and liquid fuel. The kitul fibre proved to be slightly 
the better medium, but owing to the difficulty of obtaining it in sufficient 
quantity and at a cheap cost, it must give place to cocoanut fibre for practi- 
cability. Our experiments showed that this fibre — when properly tried will 
form a really useful and economical torch. The fibre should be tied in a 
tight pad — without loose ends. Of the two oils, the heavier and cheaper 
(liquid fuel) was found to be the more satisfactory. In application one podian 
accompanies some five or six torch bearers, with a tin of oil and a small scoop 
with which he replenishes the torches as the oil is exhausted . — Agricultural 
Society Magazine (Ceylon) for March. 
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To Popularise Coffee. 

All that can at present be added to previous statements on this subject is, 
that Mr. John C. Sanderson has in no way relaxed his efforts to get the sub- 
ject thoroughly discussed, and that some progress appears likely to be made. 
The extent of that progress will be dependent, in great measure, on the course 
adopted by producers in Brazil and other countries, and steps are being taken 
to ascertain what they can, and will, do. The London Chamber of Commerce 
continues to devote attention to the subject, but full reports of proceedings are 
not available for publication at present. 

The Annual Meeting, 1907. 

It is practically settled that the next Annual Meeting will be opened at 
Bangalore on Monday, the 19th August 1907, and District Planting Associa- 
tions have been requested to submit memoranda of any special subjects that 
they may wish entered on the agenda paper. 

The Indian Tea Cess. 

A communication from the Indian Tea Cess Committee reads as follows ; — 

“ It is within your knowledge tiat under the provisions of Act IX. of 1903, 
the five years period for which the Indian Tea Cess was levied will come to an 
end on the 81st March 1908 

“ You will no doubt recollect that at the last half-yearly meeting of the Cess 
Committee the question of the continuance of the Cess was raised. It has 
.subsequently formed the subject of correspondence between the Executive 
Committee and the Indian Tea Association (London). The London Com- 
mittee favoured the extension of the Act, and at their meeting on the 11th 
March they unanimously adopted the following resolution : — 

‘ That the Cess Committee should be asked to make an application, under 
section 9 of the Act, to the Government of India for a continuance of 
the Tea Cess.’ 

** The General Committee of the Association in Calcutta have also been 
referred to. They are likewise in favour of continuance and they are now 
ascertaining the views of the members of the Association. It seems to the 
Executive Committee that opinions are prettjr well unanimous.” 

A reference having been made to the Council--and more particularly to these 
members who represent Tea interests — it has been found that there is similar 
unanimity in the South. The vote of the U. P. A. S. L has, therefore, been 
recorded in favour of a continuance of the Cess and the necessary extension of 
the Act. It will be observed that no period of time has -been mentioned in 
connection with this extension. This point has been left fa]r settlement by Bib 
Government, who will no doubt take the opinion of the Indian Tea Assoojatibn.' 
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Plavoui* of Too. 

NiLaiRi Plantbr '* addrested the following letter to the Editor; — 

** As ^’ou have obtained permission from the Indian Tea Planters* Associatioir 
to publish in your columns, from time to time, the results of Dr. Mann's 
valuable investigation into the manufacture and treatment of Tea, which you 
have considered to be of so great importai^c^ as to give room in your periodi- 
cal for the whole of his last pamphlet on Flavour of Tea, 1 think you will not 
object to further benefit South Indian Tea Planters by recording the actual 
experience of carrying out Dr. Mann's three hours system of rolling and fer- 
menting in South Indian Tea Districts, where some modification of that Time 
System may be found necessary or desirable. At an elevation of 6,000 feet 
at this time of the year, when ‘ withering * is very unsatisfactory, we find that 
by the adoption of the three hours system ef manufacture, the resulting 
liquor is very pure, and very clean, but it is very pale and very weak, also the* 
out-turn is very green. Could you therefore kindly enquire of Dr. Mann 
whether he is of opinion that under the above circumstances the fixed time 
of three hours may be safely extended, say half an hour longer without 
losing any flavour. At this time of the year, owing to paucity of sap, our 
withering is most unsatisfactory.*’ r 

In order to save time and to place reliable information before Nilgiri 
Planter’* and other readers at tJio earliest moment possible, the Editor for- 
warded a copy of the above letter to the Indian Tea Association, with a 
request that it might be referred to Dr. Harold Mann for the favour of com-- 
ment. In due course the following 

Lettrr from Dr. Mann. 

was received : — 

** I have read with great pleasure the comments of your correspondent 

* Nilgiri Planter* on the results I detailed in my recent pamphlet, on the, 

* Fermentation of Tea.' He states that if a system of fermenting for three- 
hours is adopted in his district, a pure, clean flavoui^ tea is obtained, but one 
possessing a thin liquor and green out-turn, and ne asks whether this time 
may safely be extended without danger of losing appreciably in flavour. 

The experiments I have conducted seem to enable a very definite affir- 
mative answer to be given to your correspondent’s question provided always 
that the fermentation bs conducted under aseptic or moderately asepticr 
conditions. As 1 remark on page 8 of my pampnlet, (though this cannot be 
considered as fully proved), I believe that the cause for the rapid decrease 
which so often takes place in the amount of flavour in the fermenting leaf 
after about three hours is due to the action of microbes. The fewer, 
microbes present, or, in other words, the more aseptic the conditions, the less- 
danger will there be of a loss of flavour by extenoing the time of ferment- 
ation. That, in ordinary cases, a period of three hours is too short to give the 
best liquor in the tea is generally^ recognised, and it appears that the only way 
of reaching anything like the highest grade of liquor without losing flavour, 
is by scrupulous attention to the cleaning and sterilisation of everything' 
which tou<mes the leaf during its manufactore and so eliminating microbesy 
as far as possible, from the fermenting tea. If this be done, it would seem 
possible to ferment considerably longer than' three hours without the essential 
oil, on which the flavour depends, being materially reduced.** 

(Signed) Harold H. Mann. 

The courtesy of the I. T. A. and their Scienufic Officer has been acknowl- 
edged by correspondence, but planters generally will appreciate, as the Editor 
doM, the readiness with which the above information has been furnished. 

Dr. Mann, by the way, is about to leave the service of the Indian Tea Asso- 
ciation and take charge of the Imperial Research Institute at Fuse. How- 
ever much he may be able to do for the Tea Industry of India in his new post 
his departure from the old one will leave a gap that will not be easily filled. Is 
is reported that the last contribution he will make to the bibliography of the 
Tealndustry before taking up his new appointment will be a book on the Tea 
Soils of this countrv, which will giverepc^ of those of his invesUgatons oa 
this subject which have not yet b^n dealt with in this manner. 
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HBETIM08 OF DISTRICT ASSOCIATIONS. 

The Hoondakayam Rubber Planters* Association. 

The following are the Minutes of a Quarterly General Meeting held at 
Kadamankulam bungalow, at 10 a.m. on Friday, April 26th, 1907. 

pRBSBMff. — Messrs. J. A. Richardson, H. D. Deane, R. Harley, R. D. Fenton, 
A. E. Vernede, B. Wolfe, C. W. E. Vernede, P. E. Vern^e, 
H. B. Kirk, H. S. Holder (Chairman and Honorary Secretary). 
Represented by proxy Mr. D. McArthur. 

Proceedings of last Meeting were read and confirmed. 

The Honorary Secretary then informed the Meeting that in accordance with 
a Resolution passed at the last Meeting, he had prepared an address to be pre- 
sented to the Dewan of Travancore on the occasion of his visit to Moonda- 
kayam, but that he had heard that the Dewan did not wish to receive any 
addresses and therefore he sent a copy of what he had drawn up to the Dewan 
and had asked him to accept it as a memorandum of the needs of the District* 

The Honorary Secretary then read the memorandum, which was recorded ; 

THE MEMORANDUM. 

Needs of the Moondakayam District, presented by the Moondakayam Rub- 
ber Planters' Association, to Dewan Bahadur S. Gopalachariar, Dewan of 
Travancore : — 

Sir, — On behalf of the members of the Moondakayam Planters’ Association 
we have much pleasure in tendering you a very hearty welcome to this grow- 
ing district. 

We have to thank you as the representative of His Highness the Maharaja 
for such privileges as have been granted to us and take this opportunity of as- 
suring His Highness through you of our loyalty to his person and our hearty 
desire to aid in every way possible the successful development of this country. 

We venture to express a hope that before leaving the vicinity, you will, in 
sympathy, enquire into and make yourself acquainted with the more press- 
ing needs of the district. 

Moondakayam Hoipital. — We would call your attention to the urgent need of 
a hospital in the village in addition to the dispensaries maintained by the 
planters themselves on their Estates. To support these dispensaries we under- 
stand His Highness’ Government are prepared to consider the sanction of 
grants-in-aid, but a central hospital we are of opinion is absolutely necessary. 

Oovemtnent O0tee$. — We understand that Government have under considera- 
tion the rebuilding of the Court house, Police Station, and Registrar’s Office at 
Ponkunnam and respectfully request you will stop to consider whether in view 

of the rapidly increasing importance of Moondakayam as a centre, it would not 
be advisable to have these public offices removed to Moondakayam. 

Kutikal Boad. — At our last General Meeting your letter No. 864 of the 
80th January, for which we thank you, in regard to the Kutioal road was laid 
before us. 

We have under letter requested His Highness* Government to grant us per- 
mbsionto proceed with the cutting of this road and we feel sure that in open- 
ing up this part of the country we shall not look in vain for your encourage- 
ment, sympathy and substantim support. 

We submit that the opening <n every acre of rubber at present brings at 
least 100 rupees into this country, and that the subsecnient cultivation of this 
land will continue, much to the advantage of its people and revenue to bring 
in large sums of money annually. 

Kadamankulam Kaypakayam Road, — On leaving this village for Peermaed 
you will pass at about the 85th mile a road out to the east for a dbtanee of 
about five miles. 

This road has been cut at the expense of tha planters interested in that 
part of the valley and we now venture to request that a small annual grant 
M allowed by Hb Highness* Government to help defraying the cost of main- 
taining fte same. 
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Liquor Licennes . — In connection with the opening of Hqoor shops and 
granting of liquor licenses, we would ask you to consider the following few • 
points : — 

You will understand that the establishment of such shops in the vicinity of 
Estates must lead to considerable trouble and brawling. It is moreover not 
unusual for labourers on receiving rice and provisions for their weekly nourish- 
ment and the feeding of their wives and childern to barter their rice for liquor. 

The value of liquor supplied under these circumstances is probably no more 
than half the value of the grain thus bartered. 

Further, the labourer having thus squandered his weekly provisionss leaves his 
wife and childern to starve or else absconds, leaving a large debt on the Estate, 
and seeks fresh rgound to carry out similar tactics. 

This and many other evils are the cutcome of the establishment of liquor 
shops near the Estates and we therefore beg that we may be allowed the same 
privileges as were granted to the Central Travancore Planters* Association 
some years ago, when Government decided in view of representations made that 
it would be advisable before allowing the establishment of these shops to 
obtain the views of the Proprietor or Superintendent of the Estate concerned. 

Moondakayani Travellers' Bungalow ,— represent that the^present 
accommodation i-^ insufficient. 

If 3"ou will glflnce at the register, we believe you will find the bungalow to be 
one of the most frequently occupied travellers* bungalows in the State. 

We respectfully submit that it is desirable that it should be added to and 
further stabling provided and that the bungalow should then be graded as 
** first-class,” and a competent butler appointed. 

Wishing you a pleasant tour and respectfully expressing a confident hope 
that Moondakayam will have cause to look back on this day of your first visit 
to a rising district as an occasion that inspired fresh confidence and energy in 
those who are doing their utmost in the face of innumerable difficulties to 
develop the resources of the country. 

Tub Reply. 

No. G. 1679. 

Huzur Cutchkbry, 
Trivandrum f 8th March, 1907. 

To H. D. Deane, Esq., and others, Representatives of the Moondakayam 
Rubber Planters’ Association. 

Gbntlemrn. — With reference to your representations re the needs of the 
District, I have the honor to inform you that Government have considered the 
same. The representations will be dealt with seriatim. 

1. Moondaliayam Hosplial . — Government are satisfied from the opinion of 
the Durbar Physician and by reason of the numerous medical institutions in 
and near the locality that a Government Hospital is not needed at Moondaka- 
yara. Government recently resolved to make a grant for a hospital if opened 
and maintained at Moondakayam by planters and others. But as no such pro- 
posal is forthcoming, the present dispensary maintained by Government will 
be continued tentatively for another year, so that Government might be better 
able to judge of the situation. 

2. Government Office ^, — The tracts in and near Kanjirapalli require a 
Magistrate’s Court and a Sub-Registrar’s Office. Government are not satis- 
fied in view of the location of a, firat-class Magistrate’s Court at Peermade 
itself and of the investiture of the Kanjirapalli Magistrate with second-ckss 
powers that there is any necessity for having another set of these officers at 
Moondakayam ; nor could they, without causing serious ipconvenience to the 
people of the localities served by these offices, remove them from Kanjirapalli 
to Moondakayam. 

8. Kutiegl Road . — As regards the Kutical road there is nothing tor be 
added to w reply given in this office letter dated BOth January, 1907. la 

4. The KadanwnkxUrm Kuj^ahayam was inspected 0H^'22nd 

February, 1907, and found to be in an incomplete and unsatisfactory cenditioo*; 
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'The question as to whether a road cut in the Edavagai Estate (land) and 
aolely benefiting the planters should be given a grant from Government will 
be considered \^en you are in a position to address Government after securing 
from the Divisional Officer a certificate as to its being in good order. 

5. Liquor -The question of restricting the grant of liquor license 

and objection taken to the shop in Mr. Murphy’s Estate will be referred to 
the Excise Commissioner for consideration whether without prejudice to the 
Alights of its renter a different site in the neighbourhood could be chosen for 
locating it, and orders will be passed on receipt of his report. 

6. Moondakayam Travellers' Bungalow . — Government accept the recommend- 
ation that the Moondakayam Travellers’ Bungalow should be raised to a first, 
class Travellers’ Bungalow^. Orders will accordingly be issued. 

I have the honor to be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) A. J. Viktra, 
Chief Secretary to Government, 

Read correspondence. 

Resolution by Mr. Deane . — That Government bo requested to pass orders as 
to the boundaries of the jurisdiction of the Cardamom Hill Magistrate as re- 
quested by the S. M. P. A. delegate for this Association at 1905 and 1906 Sri 
Mullam Popular Assemblies. 

Seconded by Mr. 11. 1). Fenton and carried unanimously. 

Mr. Deane withdrew his second Resolution in favour of the following 
amendment by Mr. R. D. Fenton : 

That Mr. Holder be requested to seek an early opportunity of in person 
laying before the British Resident the grievances of the planters of this district. 

Seconded by Mr. H. D. Deane and carried by a majority. 

Resolution by Mr H. B. Kirk . — That this Association appoint a sub-Com- 
mittee to consider the question of renting the Residency building, Peermade, 
as a Sanatorium for the members of this Association. 

Seconded by Mr. B. Wolfe and carried. 

Mr. H. B. Kirk in regard to the Resolution anent the delay in the open- 
ing of the Telegraph Ofiice at Moondakayam said that after the voluminous 
correspondence read by the Honorary Secretary on this subject he scarcely 
liked to ask him to write yet again on this subject. The Honorary Secretary 
replied he would be glad to do so. 

Proposed by Mr. R. D. Fenton, that more Association matter should be 
circulated. 

Seconded by Mr. C. W. E. Vernede and carried. 

Proposed by Mr. R. D. Fenton, that the Honorary Secretary be instructed to 
write to the Chief Engineer drawing his attention to the disgraceful state of 
the Kottayam-Kunli cart-road between mile 22 6 and 24*4. 

Seconded by Mr. B. Wolfe and carried. 

Proposed by Mr. H. D. Deane, that the Honorary Secretary be requested to 
write to the Chief Engineer protesting against the wholesale marking with 
P. W. D. of trees situated on the sides of roads on land bought by certain 
members. 

Seconded by Mr. R. D. Fenton and carried. 

Bead and recorded Mr. Fenton’s letter dated the 5th April 1907, drawing 
■attention to. the omission of a portion of a Resolution carried at last Meeting 
which read as follows ; — 

That coolies brought in from the Coast by one Kanganey and claimed by 
another on a different Estate shall first work off their debt to the Kanganey 
who actually imports them. 

Chanob op Officb-Bbarbrs. — Mr. R. D. Fenton was elected Committee 
member in place of Mr. J.J. Murphy, resigned. 
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Shevaroy Planters’ Association. 

Proceedings of a Committee Meeting held in the Victoria Rooms, Yercaud, 

May Gth, 1907. 

Present. — Messrs. C. G. Lechler^ J. C. Large, C. Bahm, F. D. Short, G. Turner 
and B. Cayley, Chairman and Honorary Secretary. 

1. Bead Circular No. 29/07 from Secretary, U. P. A. S. 1., informing the 
Association that Mr. T. F. Main, Assistant Inspector-General of Agriculture, 
proposes to visit the chief coffee and pepper districts to study the conditions 
and cultivation of those crops. 

Resolved that the Honorary Secretary he instructed to write to the Direc- 
tor of Agriculture, Madras, and invito Mr. T. F. Main, on behalf of the 
Committee, to visit the Shevaro^^s during his tour. 

2. Read Circular No. 30/07 from Secretary, U. P. A. S. 1 , informing the 
Association of the proposal by tlie Coffee and Cocoa Trades Section of the 
London Chamber of Commerce to discuss whether it is possible to take any 
steps for ix)pnlarising the use of coffee in the United Kingdom.” » 

Resolved that the Honorary Secretary be rccpiested t(^ write to the 
Secretary, U.P. A. S. I., to ask what steps if any are to be taken about 
this at the forthcoming meeting of the U. P. A. S. 1., for the S. P. A. is 
of opinion that this is the time to move in the matter. 

3. Read letter from Mr. A. G. Nicholson dated 11 — 4 — 07 re coft’ee passes 
in crop time. 

Resolved that the consideration of this matter be postponed to the next 
quarterly General Meeting to beheld in June. 

4. Read letter from Mr. J. C. Cobb, dated 20 — 4 — 07, asking the Association 
to grant a reward to his weeding contractor for detecting a coffee theft. 

The Association regret tliat they do not see their way to granting the 
reward asked for, as the reward fund was rai.sed for public servants 
only. 

5 Read and recorded U. P. A. Circulars Nos. 25, 26, 27, 28. 

Papers laid on the table — 

Tea Circulai’s, 

(Signed) BERNARD CAYLEY, 

Chairman and Honorary Secretary, 


The variety of cacao most valued in the preparation of chocolate comes from 
Caracas ; supplies from Guayaquil, from Trinidad and Ocana most nearly approach 
the first-named, and are followed by the products of Manaos and Para. Cuba 
and Ceylon also produce fine grades of cacao, and the rise in the price of choco- 
late manufactures has stimulated the growing oi the plant in other sections of 
the world. Production is estimated to have increased from 141,373,142 kilos 
in 1905 to 148,000,000 kilos, in 1906. San Thom<5 (Portuguese West Africa), 
Ecuador and Brazil are the chief contributors, the last occupying the first 
place in 1906 though only the third in 1905. Trinidad's production lias fallen 
from 20,000,000 to under 16,000,000, but she still holds the fourth rank. As 
regards consumption, the United States holds the lead, closely followed by 
Germany, with France, England and Holland next in order. Switzerland is 
credited with manufacturing more chocolate than all other countries combined, 
and the annual average exports are valued at $6,000,000. Of this (juantity, the 
yearly exports to the United States are about $1,000,000, and to England more 
than $2,000,000. Consumption of chocolate within the Swiss Republic is estimat- 
ed as worth $2,600,000 annually, a larger per capita ratio being also reported 
than for any other consuming country. 
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INDIAN TEA ASSOCIATION. 

At a meeting of the General Committee of the Indian Tea Association held 
on April 30th, Mr, G. Pickford presiding, a letter was read from the Chairman 
of the Assam Branch, with reference to the proposed joint letter from all Tea 
Associations in India to the Association on the subject of the Ceylon Import 
Duty, stating that the Surma Valley had forwarded to him a Ilesolution by 
their Committee to the effect that while they recognised the unfairness of this 
duty they considered the proposal submitted by the Assam Committee to be 
outside their province, as the assistance of the local Committee had not been 
asked by the Calcutta or London Associations. IMr. Skinner commented that 
this resolution wrongly assumed that his Branch was acting independently of 
the Calcuf.ta Association and was to go direct to the Secretary of State ; but 
the whole idea from the first was that the joint letter should be addressed to 
the General Committee to strengtlien their hands in pressing the matter on 
behalf of the industry. l\rr. Skinner, therefore, asked that the (leneral Com- 
mittee should address Cm Surma Valley asking their .support to the joint letter. 
In a subsequent letter of 23rd April, Mr. Skinner sent a copy of the draft 
letter which had been prepared. 

A letter had alieady been addressed to the Surma Valley Branch inviting 
them to give their support to the joint letter, and the Conmiittce decided to 
await their reply before doing anything further. 

Statistics of Tea Pkoduction in India. 

In September of last year a question regarding the annual statistical state- 
ments of the production of tea in India was raised by the Director-General of 
Commercial Intelligence. The information regarding the statistics is based on 
a form of return issued to planters in different districts, and the Director- 
General suggested for the consideration of the Committee certain amendments 
to that form whicli would make it less likely for mistakes to occur. The Com- 
mittee, after eunsulting the Branches with regard to these proposed amend- 
ments, addressed the Director-General with some suggestions which it was 
thought would yield clear and definite I'esults. 

The reply of the Director-General was now before the Conmiittce. A care- 
ful scrutiny hid, ho said, been made of the returns received from the mana- 
gers of Tea Kstates in one of the principal districts of Eastern Bengal and 
Assam. Eroiu these it appeared that the figures reported to the district offi- 
cers by the managers are substantially accurate as regards production and 
also as regards the total area under tea. But the headings iu the form, 
“ Mature jdants ’’ and “ Immature plants,” were found to be misleading, and 
he proposed to alter these. A draft of a revised form of Beturn was sent for 
the consideration of the Association. In it the area under tea cultivation is 
divido^l into two parts — Area which has been plucked during the year and 
“ Area which has not been plucked.'*^ This does away with the ambigui- 
ties which have been found under the former headings of Mature ” and Im- 
mature plants.” Otiior ameiidments were effected, and the opinion of the 
Association was asked on the proposed new form. 

The General Committee apppoved of the form proposed by the Director- 
General, and decided to forward it to the District Associations and Branches 
for their information. 


The Madras Government have notified the appointment of Mr. Percy Guard, 
of Cherambadi, Nilgiri District, as an attesting officer under section 4 of the 
Madras Planters’ Labour Act, 1903. 

Lemon Grass in Ceylon is the subject of No. 19 of Vol. 3 of “ Circulars and 
Agricultural Journal of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Ceylon.’’ Messrs. Herbert 
Wright and Mr. M. KeKvav Bamber are the joint authors. 

The Agricultural Ledfjer (No. 99 of the Vegetable Product Series) gives a 
lengthy paper entitled “Notes on Agave and Furcraea in India,” by J, R. 
Drummond and D. Prain. 
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THE PLANTERS* ASSOCIATION OF CETLON. 

Meeting of the Committee. 

Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of a meeting of the Committee of the 
Planters’ Association of Ceylon, held at the Victoria Commemoration Build- 
ings, Kandy, on Friday, the lOtn May 1907, at 8 pm. 

LABOUR — PRIGS OF RICE. 

Submitted letter from Mr. J. B. Coles dated 14th March which had been 
circulated to the Labour Sub-Committee, regarding cess for the Labour Agency. 

Read letter from the Dimbulla Association forwarding copy of a letter ad- 
dressed to them by Messrs. James Ryan and G. H. Hughes re Employment of 
estate coolies by contractors, at Railway Stations and Kaddai-keepers. 

Resolved : — That a copy of Messrs. Ryan and Hughes* letter be sent to the 
General Manager, Ceylon Government Railway, asking for his suggestions and 
assistance in this matter. 

Submitted letter from the Dimbula Association re Repudiation of Cooly 
Debts. 

Read and subinitted letter from the Maskeliya Association foryrarding 
following resolution passed at a largely attended meeting of their Committee 
held on the lOih April, 1907 That this Association wishes to bring to the 
notice of Government the serious loss that is being inflicted on the Planting 
Community through giving notice and leaving the estate on which they are 
employed, with the sole object of evading their debts due to their employers 
And would ask Government to empower Police Magistrates to issue summary 
Warrants for the detention of kanganiesor coolies who have signed Promissory 
Notes, if he has reasonable grounds for thinking that they have given notice 
with the object of evading their just debts.” 

Submitted letter from Pussellawa Association re Rosita Estate Test Case 
and forwarding copy of letter from Mr. P. Atkinson. 

Resolved : — That Mr. Atkinson’s expenses in connection with the case 
against Rosita Estate conductor and kanganies, for harbouring bolters be 
paid by the P. A. 

It was intimated to the members present that any member wishing to take 
a test case against a Superintendent for harbouring or employing a runaway 
cooly should send full particulars to the Secretary, P. A. 

Submitted joint letter by Messrs. W. Forsythe and W. L. Strachan which 
had been circulated to the Committee of the P. A. on the subject of the Labour 
Question. 

The Chairman, in initiating the discussion on the above subject, asked speakers 
to confine their remarks as far as possible to the following headings, viz : — 
Reduction of the Import Duty and Railway freight on Rice, (2) The desirability 
of Legislation for Registration of Tamil Immigrants, (3) The question of 
improving the condition of the Tamil Labourer by increased wages, issuing 
Rice at a loss, &c. i^c. 

A full discussion took place, and it was resolved ; — 

(1) That a joint sub-Committee of the Planters’ Association and Chamber of 
Commerce be appointed to act on the Question of the Reduction of the Import 
Duty and Rail freight on Rice, the following representing the P.A.: — Messrs. 
W. Forsythe, Joseph Fraser, the Hon, Mr. W. D. Gibbon, the Chairnan and 
Secretary, Planters’ Association. 

(2) That the Chamber of Commerce be also asked to nominate representatives 
to serre with above sub-Committee in taking up the question of Railway Ex- 
tension in Ceylon. 

(8) That the following sub-Committee be appointed to consider the matter 
of legislation and if necessary to unofficially approach Government on the sub- 
ject : — ^The Hon’ble Messrs. J. N. Campbell and W. D. Gibbon, Messrs. G. N. 
Thomsoh, R. Huyshe Eliot, G. G. Bliss, R. A. Galton, R. Morison and Chairman 
and Secretary, Planters' Association. 

It appeared to be the general opinion of the Committee that considering the 
varying circumstances of different districts and estates, the question of the 
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l)cst means of improving the condition of the cooly should be left in the hands 
of the District Associations. 

Read farther letters from Messrs. David Kerr and F. S. Vowler re reduc- 
tion of price of rice. 

Read letter from the Dimbula Association forwarding the following resolu- 
tion and annexing newspaper cutting of the discussion which arose at their 
general meeting when the matter was under consideration; — “ That the Parent 
Association be asked to take further steps to induce Government to reduce 
the railway rates and abolish the import duty on rice.” 

PROPOSRD PEST ORDINANCE. 

Submitted a summary of replies received from some District Associations in 
answer to circular letter asking them for suggestions or alterations in the Draft 
Ordinance. 

Intimated that the Ordinance had passed the third reading. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. Gibbon explained the action he had taken in Council 
in this matter. 

PROPOSED RUBBER THEFTS PREVENTION ORDINANCE. 

The following resolution was submitted to the Committee of the Planters’ 
Association by the Sub-Committee appointed to act on the question of the pre- 
vention of Rubber thefts, held earlier in the day : — “ That Government be 
asked to place dealers in Rubber on same footing as those in Cocoa in regard 
to Licenses, &o., under Ordinance No. 8 of 1904 either by including Latex and 
Rubber in that Ordinance or by a new one on similar lines.” 

Resolved ; — That the resolution be adopted and the necessary steps taken in 
the matter. 


The world’s consumption and production of rubber are stated as follows by a 
Liverpool firm : — 


Year, 1st July to 30th 

Total 

Total 

Stocks, 30th 

June' 

Production. 

Consumption. 

June. 

■ 


Tons. 

Tuns. 

Tons. 

1899—1900 

53,348 

48,352 

8,869 

190fl--l 

52,864 

51.136 

6,941 

1901—2 

53,887 

5i;il0 

6,816 

1902—3 

65,603 

55,276 

5,053 

1903-4 

61,759 

69,666 

4,388 

1904—5 

68,879 

65,083 

4,584 ■ 

1905—6 

67,9!)9 

62,574 

5,352 


Of the 68,000 tons of rubber produced in 1905-6 over one-balf came from 
America, viz., 42,800 tons ; about 23,400 tons from Africa, including the East 
African Islands, while the remaining 1,800 tons came from Asia and Polynesia. 
Of the 23,400 tons of African rubber, 4,500 tons wore produced by the Congo 
State, 1,500 tons by French Guinea, 1,250 tons by Angola, 1,000 tons by the 
Gold boast.In America, Brazil still supplies by far the largest amount, namely, 
41,000 tons, then the Central American States with 400 tons, Mexico from 
150 to 200 tons, and Bolivia, 1,100 tons, which however, is mostly accredited 
to Brazil. 

. In the course of remarks on the report of Para, Rubber Seed the following in- 
structive statement is made ; — ^ , 

“ The packing of these seeds for long distances entailed a great amount of 
work, as they had to be packed in tin boxes, 160 seeds in a tin, with burnt rice 
dust. Two tins were then enclosed, in a canvas covering, addressed, and 
then sent by post, so as to avoid the seeds being heated in the hold. This plan 
has be^n proved eminently successful, and the percentage of seed that arrived 
safely at long distances such as Jamaica, Solomon Islands, West Africa, etc,, has 
heen very high.” 
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RUBBER. 

Canker in Para Rubber Trees. 

Mr. T. Fetch, the Mycologist of Peradenya gardens, writes as follows to tho- 
Ceylon papers : — 

Sir,— I apologise for the delay in replying to Mr. Canaeron^s letter, but 
as I have been doing jury servioe in Kandy, work is necessarily in arrears. 

It is quite possible that infection may be conveyed from one tree to another* 
by the tapping knives, and it may, in some CE^es, be necessary to disinfect 
them ; but as cankered, i.e., diseased, bark does not yield latex, there is not 
much object in tapping it. Cankered bark should be cut out and the tree* 
left to recover. 

The best disinfectant is carbolic acid. The method of using this was detailed 
iw the circular on ** Bud Rot of the Goooanut.*' A tablc8po<»nful of carbolic- 
acid is shaken up with about a pint and a half of water. Put the acid in an 
ordinary whiskey bottle, fill up with water, and shake it. The tapping knife 
should be dipped in the mixture, and then wiped on a rag. I should not 
advise giving the ^oly water in which to rinse the knife before disinfecting it, 
as he would invariably dip it in again afterwards, and neutralise the^ disinfec- 
tion. If the knife is not dried, the acid will probably coagulate the latex in 
the ends of the tubes and prevent its flow. Methylated spirits is not of much 
value as a disinfectant. In any case, it would be advisable to disinfect all the 
tapping knives periodically in this way. 

It would be misleading to answer Mr. Cameron^s questions without any 
further explanation. It seems to me that three of them have no connection with 
the subject of *• canker,** and that his account does not suggest canker at all. 

When we picked off the diseased bark in dry plates or scales, it was found 
that renewal was taking place healthily on the inner or laticiferous bark, 
through which the disease had not apparently gone. Now, if the bark is 
** cankered **— that is, if it is affected by the disease already known under tho* 
name of canker — it should be discoloured and friable right down to the wood 
and before long the wood should also be discoloured ; there should be no 
healthy laticiferous bark underneath. If the canker had previously extended 
to the, wood and afterwards dried out, then, on taking off the hark, there 
would be exposed a patch of wood surrounded by an ingrowing edge of new 
bark ; and even after this new bark had completely covered the wood, there 
would be a scar in the centre. I have seen many trees from which the bark- 
could be picked off in scales, but they were not diseased. Why was the sound 
inner bark regarded as a renewal ? Is it not rather a survival, after the outer 
layers have been discarded by a natural process ? 

At present our attempts to account for the appearances which Mr. Oameren 
describes are brought to a full stop by our lacK of knowledge of the struc- 
ture and biology of a normally-grown Hevea. The question which has to be 
settled is whether the bark of the old Ilevea is rough or smooth. Unfortuna- 
tely it has never been considered necessary to make a study of our cultivated 
plants apart from their economic aspects, and it is usually left to the myco- 
logist to^ find out what their normal structure should bo, when he is called upon 
to explain appearance of disease. As our oldest Heveas have all been tapped, 
our present question cannot be answered from direct observation, though a- 
group of fairly old untapped trees at Peradeniya show longitudinal cracks and 
scaly patches on the outer bark. But the smoothness or roughness of a bark 
depends on the position of the cork-cambium, which lies in the cortex outside 
the other cambium of which we take such great oare. Speaking generally, if 
this oork-cambium (Phellogen) lies near the surface, we get a smooth bark 
as in the English beech, and (apparently) in ficus elastica : but if it lies deeper, 
we get a roueh bark, as in the oak. Everything outside the f^ellogen is cut 
off from the Tivit^ tissues, and dies. 

From a scientific point of view, only this dead part is bark, and the English 
beech has no bark 

It seems from the structure of the bark of Hevea that it should be rough 
and scaly on old trees since the phellogen lies next to the laticiferous inner* 
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lajrer. On young trees there is no division into laticiferous and dead bark ; 
it is only later that the outer layers are cut off and die. 

Thus there should be an accumni illation of dead bark on the outside of 
tiree, and this may scale off. A.ny ohl jak tree will show this quite obarlv ; 
the bark can be scaled off in patches down to the laticiferous layer. On the 
contrary, young Jak has a smooth bark. As I have frequently examined these 
scales on Hcveai and have not been able to find any fungus in them, I am 
driven to believe that this is a normal feature of Hevea . It may be occurring 
prematurely, but I cannot find that it is a sign of disease. Scales frequently 
from at the edge of the tapping cuts, and in the case of the spiral, where say 
three inches of bark are left between successive spirals, this bark is naturally 
cut off down to the level of the renewed bark. The renewed bark of the full 
spiral is covered with scales at Peraileniya, but this is due to the formation of 
a new phellogen to replace the one cut away. Probably the renewed surface 
tends to be more scaly in a dry situation. The outer brown bark is quite 
dead, and must therefore, crack as the tree increases in diameter. 

Two years ago it was freely stated that all the Heveas at Henarat^oda were 
cankered. In actual fact, the bark was scaly, and the scales, as big as one’s 
hand, could be readily detached ; indeed, they could be rubbed off. Hut the 
trees are still alive and healthy, though they have not, to my knowledge, been 
treated for canker. 

I should like to know the age of Mr. Cameron^s troes. Meanwhile his 
questions may be answered as follows: — 

(1) The inner laticiferous bark of Hevea is not immune from canker. 1 
should rather say that it was the part attacked. When the bark is cankered, 
the dirty clarei-coloiired discolouration usually extends right through to the 
wood. 

(2) If the scales were produced by disease of any kind, it would be 
essential that they should be removed. On the present evidence it does 
nob make any difference whether they are removed or not ; but I should re* 
commend their removal to prevent water lodging behind them. 

(8) It is impossible to say at what stage the spores of a fungus would be found 
on the scales before it has been ascertained what kind of fungus, if any pro* 
duces the scales. 

(4) Canker is usually indicated by a darkening of the bark ; and when the 
dark patch is cut into, the bark is fouud to be of a dirty claret colour, instead 
of white or clear red. This condition spreads rapidly. Longitudinal cracks 
are not necessarily a sign of canker. 

(6) “ Canker ’’ is supposed to be caused by a “ nectria ” but the fructification 
of this fungus is never observed until the bark has been dead for some time. 
As in cocoa canker, excision of the diseased bark is the only practicable treat* 
knent. 

I have just examined the HeVeas at Peradeniya, which were tapped with 
khife and pricker in 1905. The renewed surfaces are covered with lumps which 
are out ‘growths from the main wood of the stem, not isolated knots such as 
often occur in untapped bark. It is impossible to say with certainty that this 
is due to the use of the pricker, as there are no unpricked trees for comparison 
but it seems probable inat this is the case. If this is so, the pricker should 
be discarded. 

ilubbei* Oultlvattbn (with apaolAl iwferenoe to parts of tho 

British Kmpirs). 

Mr. Herbert Wright’s exhaustive paper on the above subject, read before the 
Society of Arts, attracted a large audience. The chair was occupied by Colonel 
JMn. 

Mr. Wrigh) pointed out ^at almost every tropioal institution has turned its 
attention to this seemingly profitable cultivation. But neglecting all these side 
developments, it may be safely stated that to-day there are no less than fourteen 
million pounds of English money represented as paid-up capital in companies 
directly or indirectly oonceraed with rubber-growing, and remtered in England 
and our East Indian possessions. Furthermore, it may be estimated, that 
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approximately jE 3(),000,000 worth of rubber may be consumed during the 
present year These facts, though indicating that large sums of money have 
been invested in the production and utilisation of rubber, arc insignificant 
compared with developments which are at the present time in an embryonic 
stage. Noverthelcss, they show that the cultivation and exploitation of rubber 
plants liave to be taken seriously, and barring unforeseen developments wo 
may expect the final result to be such that British possessions in the tropics 
will be placed in the front rank as producers of plantation rubber. The 
stimulus which had been given to the exploitation of wild rubber and the 
establishment of plantations was evident from a consideration of ilie figures 
showing the consumption and value of rubber during the last f(*w years ; the 
increase in value from about 8s. to over 5s. per lb. had been encouraging to 
rubber planters, and the increase in consnmption had inspired confidence in 
all concerned. Furthermore, the developments in the past few years on 
Eastern plantations had shown that yields are obtainable which were once 
considered impossible, and the expenditure incurred in collecting and prepar- 
ing the rubber was rapidly being brought near the minimum. The gradually 
increasing demand for raw rubber, the remunerative prices at present paid for 
it, and its relative importance among the products of the tropical world were 
all that c )uld reasonably be desired, and under those circumstances we might 
naturally expect to see a fair amount of capital invested in many islands and 
territories in the tropical zone. The promising importance ol^ plantation and 
semi-wild rubber had apparently, as far as many English capitalists arc con- 
cerned, been more attractive. He would indicate the sums invested in notable 
properties : — 

PAID-UP CAPITAL OF RUBBER-PLANTINO COMP AN IKS. 


JQ. 


Malaya 

Ceylon and India 

Islands in Indo-Malayan region 

America 

Africa 

Sterling equh^lent of capital existing in rupee and 
other local currency in : Malaya ... 

Ceylon and India .. 

Islands in Indo-Malayan region 
Companies growing rubber in conjunction with tea, 
cacao and other products 


2,048,281 

415,218 

051,128 

765.000 

480.000 

532,748 

870,566 

28,888 

9.121,761 


Grand Total ...14,863,325 


Only those companies registered in Great Britain, Ceylon, India and Malaya 
had been taken into account, English capital had also been invested in the 
cultivation and exploitation of rubber in numerous East and West Indian 
Islands, in tropical America and Africa, and very largo sums from continental 
areas had been supplied for the same purpose. The shares of many concerns, 
now prominently before the public, were standing at very high premiums, 
representing in many cases from three to eight times the paid-up capital ; there 
were numerous semi- public and private properties in the Indo-Malayan region 
about which little could be at present divulged ; numerous qacao, tea, and 
coffee estates were gradually but surely bemg supplanted by rubber -producing 
species ; large areas are being daily alienated from rubber ; forests, with indi- 
genous rubber plants, were being exploited under scientific guidance, 
^nd almost every tropical institution had turned its attention to 
tUi^ seemingly profitable cultivation. But neglecting all these side 
developments, it might bo safely stated that to-day there were no less than 
^14,000,000 of English money represented as paid-up capital in companies 
directly or indirectly concernd with rubber-growing, and registered in England 
and our East Indian posses6iou.s. Furthermore, it might be estimated that 
approximately ^680,000,000 worth of rubber may be consumed during the pre- 
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sent year. As to the sources of rubber, the most striking feature was the 
almost absolute dependence, to-day, of the manufacturers on the rubber 
obtained from trees indigenous to certain tropical forests and their independ- 
ence of the plantation product. Tropical America was the moat important 
centre for rubber collection (about 60 per cent.) Tropical Africa the next 
(80 to 35 per cent.)j and tropical Asia, the least important, since it only contri- 
buted last year a very small proportion (about 8 per cent.), made up of wild 
and plantation materiaL The richest wild rubber areas in tropical 
America (Brazil, Venezuela, Bolivia, Peru, Central America, and Mexico) and 
in tropical Africa (Congo Free State) were not British, though capital from 
this country had been recently diverted to parts of these two vast continents 
for the exploitation of rubber. 

Many trials of Brazilian species had been made in Africa, East and West 
Indies, India, Malaya, Borneo, Philippines, New Guinea, Fiji, etc., and of 
African species in parts of America and the East and West Indies. In the 
distribution of rubber yielding plants to various parts of the British Empire, the 
Government had taken considerable interest. The gradual development of the 
plantation rubber industry to the position it occupied to-day could be associated 
largely with the activity of the various Government botanic departments in 
different part, of the world. The Royal Gardens, Kew, naturally ranked of 
first importance in this respect as a centre of distribution of species collected 
from all parts of the tropics. In regard to the plantation rubber industry as 
at present developed in the three great rubber areas, its exact importance in 
areas where indigenous species were exploited was difficult to ascertain, and 
the various c »mpilations regarding this point showed considerable differen- 
ces in areas planted. A very responsible journal, viewing the probable 
future developments less than two years ago, predicted that by the end of 
1906 there would be planted in the East about 100,000 acres of rubber trees 
and suggested that an average yearly increase to the plantation rubber 
acreage in the East might be taken in round figures at 20,000 acres. But it 
is obvious from previous considerations that there were now nearly one- 
quarter of a million acres, and the propositions now be ing considered in 
London alone suggest that during the next few years the annual increase in 
planted acreage was likely to be on a very large scale, especially in Ceylon, 
Malaya, Borneo, Java and Sumatra. Thousands of acres had been planted 
during the last two years, and the progress of events in Ceylon was of interest, 
since that island, by its phenomenal activity, had planted more since the be- 
ginning of 1905 than it did in the whole of the previous twenty years, though 
seeds were then available. The recent activity in Ceylon had placed that 
small island, as far as insular plantation acreage was concerned, in the first posi- 
tion in the British Empire, but how long it would hold that position it was 
difficult to foresee. Furthermore, Ceylon doubled its rubber production in 1906 
over 1905, the amount produced, less that re-exported from the Straits and 
China, being approximately 140 tons. The future importance of plantation 
rubber was one which could not be neglected, especially m view of the inquiries 
regarding the supplanting of wild rubber by that from plantations. There 
oould be no doubt about the question of economy in the two classes; 
very many of the wild rubber areas in Africa and America were now being 
gradually transformed into plantations of some kind or other. The general 
tendency of present-day operations was to lead to an extension of regularly 
planted estates where wild rubber forests or ordinary forests previously existed 
and a reduction of genuine wild rubber areas ; in view of these facts it seemed 
desirable to determine the e<^uivalent of the wild areas now exploited in terms 
of plantation acreage. Assuming that the consumption for 1906 was 65,000 tons, 
Vrhat plantation acreage would be required to supply that amount ? During 
1906 and 1906 the trees on plantations in Ceylon, Federated Malay States, Straits 
Settlements, and parts of Southern India gave an average annual yield of 1 to 
H lb. of dry pure rubber per tree. If we took the minimum yield of } lb. per tree 
per year from estates planted 20 ft. by 16 ft. apart, the yield was at the rate of 
•one ton of pure rubber per twenty acres ; if they allowed at the rate of 1 J lb. per 
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tree, which was by no means excessive where labour for tapping was available, 
they had one ton of rubber per year from every block of ten acres. The 65,000“ 
tons of wild rubber supposed to have been consumed in 1906 might be roughly 
estimated to have contained about 20 per cent, of impurities, so that its equi- 
valent in pure plantation rubber would be about 52,000 tons ; to produce this 
amount would require 1,040,000 acres on the minimum estimate, or 520,000' 
acres only on the estimate of 1^ lb. of pure rubber per tree. The plantation 
acreage in the Indo-Mal ay an region already promised to be not much less 
than 250,000 acres. 

The planting of rubber trees necessitated the destruction of the original 
forests, but sooner or later a new forest took the place of the old. The cul- 
tivation of rubber vines (Landolphia) did not incur the destruction but demand- 
ed the retention of a part of the original forests, as the vines must have some 
means of support, such as stems along which they can climb. Kubber culti- 
vation was, therefore, fundamentally different from that of tea, cotton, camphor, 
etc ,and in many cases led to the re-afforestation of lands which had been allow- 
ed to lapse into waste compounds or chena land. The systems of tapping now' in 
vogue were numerous ; they include the V, single oblique, half herring-bone, 
full herring-bone, invested V., half-si)iral and full spiral systems. Timelines 
in each system usually inclined at an angle of 30 to 45 degrees, and are dis- 
tanced approximately 12 in. apart. Most of these systems w'ere planned out 
on several or four sides of each tree, and one x)art or side was tapped on suc- 
cessive days ; the full spiral system is the only one which completely taps the 
whole of the cortex. When the tapping areas, on each of the four sides of a 
tree, were disposed so as to face north, south, cast and west, compass tapping 
is often adopted. On badly tapped trees, or those with irregular gnarled sur- 
faces, a zigzag system was necessary in order to secure a gradual slope of each 
line between the kjiots. The V. system w'as largely adopted in the early days 
and w'as among the oldest known ; the inverted V and the full spiral systems 
were the most recent ; the half or full-herring-bone principle appeared to be 
more frequently adopted than any other system. The full spiral system gave 
very large yields, but if the tapping was carried on too rapidly, it might 
endanger the health of the tree and involve considerable waste of cortical 
tissues. 

Owing to the co-operation and courtesy of the idanting community in 
Ceylon, South India, and Malaya he (Mr. Wriglit) had been able to collect a 
considerable number of figures showing the yields on small and large 
properties for a few years in succession. The most important fact 
which he wished to mention was that the yields obtained from the 
same trees in successive years had shown a slight increase. This 
was especially true in those cases where the tapping operations had 
not led to too rapid excision of the cortex. But though this was correct 
for small and some large estates, and though certain small properties had 
shown a very large increase per tree, yet the yield per acre on same planta- 
tions possessing a large number of mature trees had shown a reduction. The 
cause for this reduction was that a largo acreage had been tapped whenever 
labour permitted ; sometimes only sections of the estates had been tapped, and 
in such instances each tree had not received the attention which those on 
smaller properties had. Sound trees of Hevea Brasilierisis would stand tap- 
ping every alternate day throughout the greater part of the year, and while 
several friends stated they were able to do this at present, others were equally 
emphatic on being unable to adopt such frequent tapping. 

Mr. Wright dealt at some length with the development of the rubber market, 
the export, the sources of supply, the distribution of plants, methods of 
cultivation and the difference between wild and plantation areas. He referred 
to tapping methods, the yield from trees, etc., and imparted a fund of tech- 
nical information to growers. His paper, in fact, was a clover treatise on 
rubber cultivation anti the rubber industry, compressed within a comparative- 
ly small compass, and the information conveyed was highly appreciated by 
those present. 
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TEA. 

The British Tea Duty. 

DIsoussion in the House of Commons. 

In the course of the debate on the Budget Resolutions, the resolution re-im- 
posing the duty of five pence per pound on tea was discussed. 

Mr. Flktcheu moved and Mr. Courthope seconded an amendment in favour 
of the reduction of the duty by one penny. 

Mr. Asquith said he should be very glad if such a reduction could be eflfect- 
ed ; but were he dealing with the relief of indirect taxation and the (juestion 
arose as between sugar and tea he should be inclined to give preferential 
treatment to the former. In his present position, however, he could relieve 
neither; an under existing circumstances, a penny reduction on tea would not 
appreciably benefit the consumer, (Opposition cries of Why ? ”) Because 
the conditions of the trade had very considerably changed during the past year. 
There had been a large foreign demand, especially in Russia, for Indian tea, with 
the result that wholesale prices had gone up a penny per pound, and he was ad- 
vised that in the prevailing state of the trade the benefit of a penny reduction 
would accrue to the producer and to the middleman rather than to the consu- 
mer. lie should rejoice to see then duty back to the pre-war level, but after 
most careful consideration found he could advise no abatement at the present 
moment. 

Mr, Austen I^hambeulain : thought the House might discount a great deal of 
the Chancellor’s theoretical distinctions between lea and sugar. The Rij^ht 
Hon. Gentleman drew too fine a line of distinction between them as luxuries. 
Personally he thought a reduction of a penny on tea would reach the consumer, 
very appreciably. The burden of the Chancellor’s song when he was nob 
defending a tax imposc'd by himself was that a duty was always borne by the 
consumer. If a reduction of duty went to the grower or middleman, >vas it 
not equally certain that under all conditions an increase in duty would have 
to bo borne by the middleman or producer. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Asquith : I have always said so. 

Mr. Chamberlain : f take note of the admission. I ventured to say the 
other day that the right hon. gentleman was starting a new tunc on the subject 
of Fsical Reform, and the admission we have now elicited from him wall afford 
us valuable material and argument in favour of that politjy. (Opi)osition 
cheers.) 

Mr. Asquith : I have said over and over again during the last three years 
when we say that a duty ultimately falls on the consumer we speak of a 
tendency, which may be averted, delayed, mitigated, or counteracted by other 
temporary causes. 

Mr. Chamberlain : When hon. gentlemen opposite say in general terras that 
any tax on an article will raise the price to be borne by the consumer they do 
not mean that. (Hear, hear.) Continuing, the right hon. gentleman said he 
regretted that his hon. friend had not moved to reduce the tax by twopence 
instead of by a penny. He should vote for theamendment as a protest against 
the narrow limits within which the Chancellor of the Exchequer had con- 
fined his attempts to raise revenue, and as an expression of opinion that the 
time had come when we ought to seek our resources in wider ways and by 
methods which would inflict less hardships on individuals and on the poor and 
which would result in the increased prosperity of the country. (Opposition 
cheers.) 

Sir E. Sassoon pointed out that tea was a partially manufactured article 
which came almost exclusively from our Colonies, and asserted, therefore, that 
it was iniquitous that we should tax it heavily while permitting foreign manu- 
factures to be imported free of duty. (Opposition cneers.) Whenever a sug- 
gestion was made that the basis of taxation should be widened the Government 
said they had a mandate against it. The Government claimed to have many 
mandates buir he would like to know what was the foundation for the claim. 
There was an interesting animal which had feet like aiird, claws like an owl. 
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fur like a badger, and a tail like a rat, and which swam like a fish ; and the 
Government seemed to be possessed of as many and as varied characteristics, 
(1 daughter arid Opposition cheers.) 

Sir G. Parker supported the amendment because he wished to enter his 
protest against the present narrow basis of taxation. The Chancellor of the 
Exche(iue»* appeared to think that if he took a penny off the tea duty the con- 
sumer would benefit not by a reduction in price but by obtaining an article of 
a better (|uality. Did any of the right hon. gentleman's supporters believe 
that was what occurred ? If a small tax was put on corn it would not be felt 
by the consumer, but it would give some sort of preference to the Colonies 
and assist them in the development of their resources. 

The Deputy Speaker, interposing, said the hon. gentleman was travelling 
wide of the question before the house. 

Lord R. Cecil said several hon. gentlemen had spoken about the great 
advantage of broadening the basis of tax-ition. lie should be very glad if 
anyone could explain to him the moaning of that phrase. (Laughter.) He 
objected to all taxation. He disliked paying taxes himself, and he had no 
reason to suppose that in this he was peculiar. (Laughter). On the /amend- 
ment of his hon. friend he should support the Government, because the money 
had to be raised. 

Mr. ILvIKs-Beach supported the amendment, because ho believed a reduction 
of a penny would benefit the consumer. 

Mr. F. K. Smith wished to remind the House that in Germany the tea duty 
was only IJd. per lb. 

On a division the amendment was rejected by 250 to 146, and the resolution 
was then agreed to. 

[In the division the whole of the Nationalists present (about fifty in number) 
voted in the minority against the Government, as did the bulk of the Labour 
members. Mr. A. Henderson, however, and a few others of the Labour group 
went into the same lobby as the Liberals. A handful of Unionists, among 
whom were Lord Robert Cecil, Mr Lambton, Sir Fredrick Banbury, and Mr. 
Stuart Wortley, voted in the majority; but the remainder of the Opposition 
supported the amendment.] 


India is by no means the only sufferer from the enormous increase that has 
taken place in the cultivation of Coffee in Brazil. By far the most important 
article on the list of annual exports from Venezuela is coffee, which formed 
42 7% of the total value of the exports in 1905 and 45% in 1906, the respective 
(piantities being 39,440 tons and 42,806 tons. The enormous output or coffee 
from Brazil has re-acted upon this and almost every other branch of industry ill 
Venezuela. The profits from the coffee crop were in former times so large as to 
have caused most other articles to be purchased abroad and imported as against 
this one product, and the whole prosperity of the country depends largely oti 
this one article of commerce ; but few other sources of wealth are cultivated, 
and the result has been that nothing has as yet been found to replace coffee 
effectively. The United States, the Netherlands and Prance are the chief pur- 
chasers of Venezuelan coffee, about half of which is exported from the Maracaibo 
district, Puerto Cabello and La Guaira coming next in importance. 

The State of Sao Paulo in Brazil holds undisputed right to the title of greatest 
coffee grower in the world. Its huge fazendas (or plantations) produce half 
the world’s supply of the bean, and its fertile territory has placed it in the 
position to hold its own, no matter how the demand may grow. The coffee 
mdustry employs 420,420,000 workers, and 60 per cent, of the capital is claimed 
for coffee raising. The large sum of over Jg65,000,000 is represented in 
coffee culture alone,. The cultivation of the bean has so absorbed the inhabit- 
ants that other industries are neglected, notably the raising of cattle, which 
cpuld be. done at a large profit, as the Mdde plains are so abundant with gTa'te. 
Coffee plantations ate found at a short distance from the chief coffee po'rt, 
Santos. 
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Assam Tea Industry. 


Twenty Years’ Progress. 


Some interesting facts and figures concerning the progress of the tea indus- 
try in Assam are contained in the “ Keport on tea culture in Eastern Bengal 
and Assam for the year 1906,” which has been issued by the Government of 
Eastern Bengal and Assam. 

The Report, it is explained, is merely an explanation of certain tea statistics 
Iirescribed by the Government of India. It is intended to explain such of 
them as show changes of importance, and to give some general information as 
to the effect of the circumstances of the year on the position of the industry, 
but a brief retrospect of the progress of the tea industry is given. The follow- 
ing statement indicates the development of the industry in the districts of 
Assam during the twenty years ending 1905 : — 


Year. 

Area planted 

Increase in 

Total crop in 


in (acres) 

each five 

lbs. 



years. 


1885 

. . 197,510 

43,853 

53,617.020 

1890 

. . 231,038 

33,528 

82,119,252 

1895 

. . 276,014 

44,976 

99,524,574 

1900 

. . 347,327 

61,813 

141,118,644 

1905 

. . 339,206 

1,879 

151,904,806 


A Favourable Season. 


Increase in 
each five 
years. 
19,603.187 
28,502,232 
17,405.322 
41,594.070 
10,786,162 


The figures quoted are those supplied by managers of gardens, and though 
they may not represent the facts with exactitude, their relative accuracy may 
be accepted. The area planted out shows an increase of 172 per cent., and 
the total crop of 283 per cent. The rate of development was abruptly checked 
during the last five years, A recognition of the results of overproduction led 
many estates t i lessen their outturn of tea and to strive after a better quality, 
and this period was that of highest taxation in the liritish Isles. For the 
year 1906 the outturn of the province showed an increase of nearly 15 mil- 
lion pounds, of which the Assam districts accounted for over 11 million 
pounds. A favourable season and increased demand from British Colonies 
and from foreign countries, and a diminished production in Ceylon contributed 
to the increase. In spite of labour difficulties the prospects of the tea indus- 
try in this province, says the Report, may be said to be encouraging. The 
Assam-Bcngal Railway has, during the last thrive years, facilitated communica- 
tions greatly, and many of the Railway Companies which carry labour into the 
province have recently granted concessions lessening the cost of transport of 
coolies. The development of the Port of Chittagong is receiving the special 
attention of Government, and in course of time this should lead to a reduction 
in freight charges and also facilitate export. 

To turn to the statistics for 1906, which include figures for the Chittagong 
and Jalpaiguri districts, where alone tea is grown in .Eastern Bengal, there 
were at the close of the year 930 gardens. Of these 439 are in the Brahma- 
putra Valley, 281 in the Surma Valley, 185 in Jalpaiguri, and 25 in Chittagong. 
During the year 13 gardens were amalgamated with other gardens, and one 
new garden was opened. 

The daily average number of labourers employed in 1JX)6 was 485,960, of whom 
10 per cent wore temporary hands. The proportion of temporary to perma- 
nent hands varied considerably. In the Surma Valley they formed only 6 per 
cent, of the labour force, in the Assam Valley 7 per cent., in Chittagong 16 per 
cent., and in Jalpaiguri 31 per cent. 

The total area leased by planters at the close of the year amounted to 1,338,753 
acres, of which, according to the returns received from managers, 423,828 
were under tea cultivation, showing an increase of 1,493 acres as compared 
with the preceding year. As, however, 9,940 acres under tea were reported to 
have been abandoned during the year, and only 6,280 acres were newly planted 
-out, it is obvious that the returns can be accepted as only appoximately correct. 
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The majority of gardens are under the superintendence of salaried managers. 
Of the area actually under cultivation, 407,277 acres are owned by Europeans 
and 16,551 by Indians. 

Increask in Outturn. 

The total outturn for the province was returned at 207,670,288 lbs., against 
192,693,685 lbs. of the year preceding. All districts except Chittagong 
contributed to this increase of 14,976,653 lbs., the largest increases occurring in 
the Lakhimpur, Darrang, Jalpaiguri and Cachar districts. Of the total 
outturn, 3,893,627 lbs, are reported to have been manufactured as green tea, 
of which 613,629 lbs. were manufactured in the Brahmaputra Yallev 2,438,133 
lbs. in the Surma Valley, and 841,865 lbs. in Eastern Bengal. In 1905 the out- 
turn of green tea was 2J million pounds. These figures, however, are not free 
from suspicion. 

Seven hundred and thirty three inaunds of tea seed were exported from the 
Brahmaputra Valley, and 133 inaunds from the Surma Valley. No tea seed 
was imported into the province during the year, requirements being met 
locally. ^ 

It would be interesting, adds the Report, to trace the errowth of the consump- 
tion in India of local teas, but no data are available. The sales in London and 
Calcutta accounted for 184 million pounds, on the assumption that each 
package weighs on the average 1001b 4. as advised by the Indian Tea Associa- 
tion. The sales of a year are not restricted to the outturn of that year, but the 
figures indicate roughly that the difference of 19 million pounds has to be 
accounted for. 

As already stated, the prospects of the tea industry may be described as 
hopeful. It is reported, however, that expansion is checked by the short sumdy 
of labour. The Commissioner of the Assam Valley Districts remars ; “ The 
year was on the whole a prosperous one for the tea industry, the yield being 
generally good, while prices rose in consequence of increased demand, 
especially for ‘ outside ^ * markets. The prospects of the industry would be 
good if it were not for the labour difficulty, which promises to become more 
acute in the near future.” 


In tile annual report of the Botanic Garden, Singapore and Penang, for tho 
year 1906, it is remarked that in the Economic Garden it had for some time 
been impossible to grow the rubber trees on account of a plague of brown 
slugs which, concealed by day in the grass weeds, attacked the buds of the 
rubber by night, preventing its growth. The result of thh cultivation of catch- 
crops between the young rubber has been the extermination of this pest, and 
the growth of the young plants has been very satisfactory. 

The next paragraph is of a less decisive character ; — 

“ The quesfcion of catch-crops for rubber has boCn one of the most important 
ones of the year, and is the subject of a large (Jhatitity of the garden corres- 
pondence. It is regrettable that the paucity of the Staff prevents time being 
given to experiments on this subject carried out as they should be.” 


A special survey is being made of the chief rubber-producing districts of 
French West Africa, which will eventually bo divided into throe eategovies, as 
follows : — 

1. Unexploited districts. These consist only of a few regions in the Ivory 
Coast forests. 

2. District which arc exploited, but have not been spdilcd by excessive 
production and unscientific methods of collectioh; 

3. Districts which have been spoiled for the above reasons. These latter 
lire in the liiajbrity. 

When the survey and classification are complete, the Governor-General 
^ill by decree close the worst districts to rubber collection, so as to give tho^ 
ifiants time to recuperate. A beginning will probably be made in 1908. 
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OFFICIAL FAPERS. 

Land fOi* Rubber Cultivfttlon In Mysore- 

Modifications in thk Rules. 

In an order dated 18fch April 11)07, the Government of His Highness the 
Maharaja of Mysore deal with certain representations put forward by Mr. 
Pilkington, of Koppa. They say : — 

With a view to prevent speculation in respect of lands granted for rubber 
cultivation on special terms, and to ensure that the concessions are availed of 
only by those for whose benefit they were mainly intended, viz.^ persons having 
already local interests in the State, it was laid dow n in para. 9 of the above 
Order that no grantee will have the power of alienating any portion of the land 
granted, until receipt of the title-deed after payment of the full upset pi*ice of 
Rs.lO per aero, wdiich would not be until after the expiry of five years from 
the date of the grant. It is now represented that since rubber-planting 
requires large capital and the use of costly machinery, the above restriction 
against alienation is likely to prevent many persons who are hona fide plant- 
ers from availing themselves of the liberal terms offered by Government, 
inasmuch as they are precluded from admitting friends or relatives into part- 
nership so as to be able to raise the necessary capital. It is therefore sug- 
gested that the terms should be modified so as to give the power of alienation 
even before the completion of five years, with such conditions as may be neces- 
sary in the interests of Government, It is also proposed that the condition 
that land within 50 yards of perennial streams should not be cleared, should 
be relaxed, and that the raising of catch crops till the rubber plants come to 
bearing, should be permitted. Aftercareful consideration of the points urged, 
the Government of His Highness the Maharaja are pleased to make the fol- 
lowing modifications in the rules contained in the Government Order of tho 
28th September read above. 

In order to attract capital to the industry it is essential that the planters 
should have pow'cr to take in partners and form sydnicates to develop the busi- 
ness, etc. In such cases, the requisite transfer of interest will be permitted, 
if the upset price of Rs.lO per acre is paid up, when a clear title will be given 
to the planter. 

The rule reserving a margin of 50 yards around springs and on either 
bank of perennial streams, etc., is based on good grounds, and Government are 
not prepared to relax it. 

The Agricultural Chemist is of opinion that the raising of catch crops on 
the lands will not be detrimental to rubber cultivation, but is likely to be useful 
to it by protecting the soil, which would otherwise remain exposed when tho 
tree growth therein is removed. Catch crops will therefore be permitted to 
be raised and no assessment will be charged for such cultivation. It should be 
distinctly understood that the catch crops should be strictly subordinated to 
the cul^vation of rubber and should cease to be raised when the rubbet trees 
have begun to yield. 

The representation as to delays by local authorities in disposing of appli- 
cations, will receive eatly attention. The Conservator of Forests has already 
been instructed to publish a list of all lands which are proposed to be reserved 
and will not be available for rubber cultivation. He is requested to expedite 
the publication of the list and to see that unnecessary delay in the disposal of 
applications for lands is avoided. When the application is for more than 100 
acres of land in one block, it is desirable that the District Forest Officer should 
personally inspect tho land and ascertain for himself whether any particular 
area should be granted or excluded. 

A list of lands not available for rubber, coffee or other cultivation, such lands 
having been reserved or recommended for reservation as State Forests has 
been published in the Mysore Gasettei 
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Cardamom Lands in Mysore. 

Rkduction of Assessment Refused. 

Messrs. Middleton and Brooke Mockett having applied for the reduction of 
the rate of assessment on their cardamom estates in the Manjurabad Taluk, on 
the ground of very serious depression in the prices of cardamom in the markets 
for some time past, the Mysore Government, in the course of an order on the 
subject, dated Bangalore, 18th April, 1907. remarked that the total extent of the 
estates held by Messrs. Middleton and Brooke Mockett in respect of which the 
present application is made, is 7,362 acres and 8 guntas and 1,177 acres and 11 
guntas respectively. These lands were originally assessed at the varying rates 
of one rupee, eight annas and four annas per acre under the Coffee Rules of 
1881. On the representation of the owners of Coffee Estates, in the taluks of 
Mudgere, Koppa and Manjarabad, that the cultivation of cardamom in places 
unfit for coffee owing to either excessive rainfall or exposure, was not profit- 
able while the assessment was very heavy, the Government considered that it 
was inexpedient to apply to estates or portions of estates under such disadvan- 
tageous conditions, the maximum rates of assessment for coffee lands and that 
they should consequently be charged with a reasonably reduced rate of assess- 
ment not Ichs than 8 annas per acre prescribed under para. 3 of the Coffee 
Rules for very poor lands or lands greatly deteriorated in condition. Accord- 
ingly in Government Proceedings dated 20th February 1807, the entire area of 
the estates held by Messrs. Middleton and Brooke Mockett was, in common 
with other estates, assessed at a uniform rate of 8 annas per acre, on condition 
that the holders should not thereafter select and resign parts of a survey num- 
ber. But it was provided that if the holder of any survey number applied for 
its sub-division with a view to the inferior portions thereof being resigned, 
the original rate should be re*iniposed on the portions elected to be retained. 
The revision of the assessment as above resulted in a loss of revemic to Govern- 
ment to tlie extent of Rs.3.730 in the case of the estates in question. 

Government hold that the existing rules do not provide for further reduction 
of assessment in such cases and that it is undesirable to revise the entire rules 
for the grant of lands for coffee cultivation to meet tlie present cases. No 
special assessment is levied in the case of lands particularly adapted for car- 
damom cultivation, and as experience has proved that the ordinary assessment 
fixed for coffee lands has not in any way tended to impede the expansion of 
cardamom cultivation, Government do not deem it necessary now to fix a 
different rate of eissessment for cardamom lands. As the lowest rate per- 
missible under the rules is 8 annas per acre, if Messrs. Middleton and 
Brooke Mockett elect to retain the entire extent of lands nowin their posses- 
sion, they should continue to pay the above uniform rate of assessment. If, 
however, they find it unprofitable to retain any portion of their estates under 
such a condition, it is open to thorn to apply under para. 2 of the Government 
Order of the 20th February 1897, for a classification and sub-division of their 
survey numbers with a view to resign all unsuitable lands and retain only those 
which they consider can be worked with profit even with an assessment of one 
rupee per acre. If they agree to the adoption of this course, subject ^o the 
conditions laid down in pai a. 9 of the Coffee Rules and to bear the cost of such 
survey and the erection of boundary marks, the necessary orders will be issued 
to the Survey Department. It should be brought home to the applicants that 
the Government of His Highness the Maharaja have dealt extremely libendly 
with the owners of cardamom estates when the rates of assessment prevailing 
elsewhere are considered. 


The Coffee crop has now descended to the third place in Porto Rican exports, 
caused by, primarily, the effects of the great hurricane of 1899 and afterwards 
the loss of market through change of nationality and consequent change of 
coinage, and finally through its having to compete unprotected in the markets 
of the United States against the large crops of Brazil. 
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THE U. P. A. S. I. 

(Incorporated.) 

The Annual Meeting, 1907. 

Arrangements have been made Co open the next Annual Meeting at the Mayo 
Hall, Hangalore, on the U)bh August 1907. A preliminary draft agenda paper 
has been circulated with a view to suggestions being made regarding additional 
subjects ; and in the course of the next few days it will bo possii)le to send 
round a list of such suggestions as have been received. 

Popularisation of Coffee. 

Although Mr. Sanderson is desirous that this matter should not be left over 
until the Annual Meeting, it will certainly be discussed on that occasion. In 
the meantime it may be stated that the (Committee of tin South Mysore 
Planters’ Association has adopted the following resolutions : — 

That this Committee are strongly in favour of a campaign for the popularis- 
ation of OolTce being inaugurated and are of the opinion that a cess 
levied by Government would be the most satisfactory way to got the 
necessary financial support. 

That as this matter is so important, it be prominently brought before the 
U. P. A S. I. at their Annual Meeting to be held in Bangalore on 
19th August next. 

That meantime Messrs. W. H. Sprott, J. A. Harris, Ihooke Mookett, and 
R. H. Elliot, as representing Southern India, be asked to confer with 
Mr. Sanderson in the formulation of any scheme which the London 
Chamber of Commerce bring forward.” 

In a letter dated the 18bh idem, the Hon. Secretary, Coorg P. A , writes 
•concerning the scheme to popularise coffee : — 

“ I mentioned the subject at a meeting of our Association the other day, 
and though the idea, of course, met with much approval, yet our 
members were loth to undertake to tax themselves for the support of 
a scheme which apparently, is very much in the embryo stage at 
present. However, I have no reasonable doubt to suppose that were 
a sound and workable scheme prepared with a view of ‘ popularising 
Coffee ’ and the consumption thereof, strong support therefor would 
not be forthcoming in Coorg, though already it appears to me that the 
payment of the tax which it will be necessary to impose upon Planters 
in order to provide a portion of the funds for the working of 
the scheme should be made general, and, therefore, compulsory 
in some way, and levied upon every cwt. of Coffee exported 
from this country by them or others as a regular tax, or cess to be 
collected by Government, or through some other agency in proper 
form, and not left to the individual liberality of some Planters who 
always subscribe funds towards any schemes brought forward with a 
view to improving the position, or prospects of Planting Interests, 
and thus not only would a much larger supply of funds be forthcoming 
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towards the expenses of the proposed scheme, but the tax would, 
under these circumstances bj imposed in just proportion upon all who 
exported Coffee from this country.’* 

In a letter dated 27th June, the Honorary Secretary, Coorg Planters’ Asso- 
ciation, makes the following further remarks : — 

“ In reply to your letter of 20th instant re tlie Popularising of Coffee 
question -though, doubtless, this important matter should be pushed' 
tlirough as quickly as possible, yet I do not <juite understand Mr; 
Sanderson's reasons for specially asking that this question be not lefo 
in abeyance till the next Annual Meeting U. P- A. to be held in 
August next, seeing that consent to the support, or otherwise of the- 
project has to be obtained from countries like Costa Rica, Guatemala,, 
and other Central American Coffee centres, to say nothing of Brazil, 
and moreover, we are given to understand that the diftieiilties in obtain- 
ing any decision on this matter from these countries will probjibly be 
great, and so I think we may safely assume that in any case a con- 
siderable period of time will elapse ere any reliable information is 
forthcoming from the whole of these Coffee centres. This “ Popularis- 
ing of Coffee too, is, in my opinion, a matter of such importance 
to the Planting Community, at large, that doubtless the sooner a 
sound and workable scheme in connection with the same is promul- 
gated the better, but it would be a thousand pities to run the slightest 
risk of losing any chance of support thereto by undue haste, and, as a 
matter of fact, unless and until the idea has been thoroughly threshed 
out, and a business-like and practicable scheme laid before the Plant- 
ing Public, I do not see that they can be expected to say whether 
they will support the movement or not. We must have more infor- 
mation if we arc to do any good, and if such is not forthcoming from 
some soui'ce or other, 1 much fear that the scheme will fall through, 
or meet with but poor support at the best, any way so far as Southern 
India is concerned. The forthcoming Annual Meeting U. P. A. is, in 
my opinion, the proper and earliest available occasion on which to 
discuss a question of this description, and some definite information 
on the subject should be available for the benefit of the Delegates 
thereat, if wc are to expect the support of the Planters of Southern 
India to the movement in the immediate future. In any case to 
endeavour to rush through a scheme of such magnitude, is, I consider, 
the best way to court disaster.” 

.. The members of the Shevaroy Planters’ Association have expressed willingness 
to submit to taxation, while declaring in favour of the imposition of a statutory 
Cess, on the lines of the Indian Tea Cess. 

The Secretary of the U. P. A. S. I. is in communication with Mr. Sander- 
son, and it is possible that by the time the Annual Meeting opens there may 
be further communications from him, of a kind co facilitate discussion. As, 
however, the views of planters in various countries have to be taken, there is 
little likelihood that this material will assume the form of a definite scheme- 
until long after the close of the meeting. 

Madras Planters’ Labour Law. 

This matter will also come up for discussion. Recent remarks of the Govern- 
ment of Madras have elicited a definite expression of opinion from the Wynaad, 
but the Secretary of the Nilgiri Planters* Association has asked the Govern- 
ment to wait until the Annual Meeting of the U. P. A. S. I. In a letter to this 
Association he writes that all questions re amendments to the Act have gone 
through U. P. A. general meetings, and that the present one should do the 
same. The Government of Madras have been informed of this, and as they 
have expressed no desire to take action, it is unlikely that they will object to 
the delay involved by the proposed reference of the (juestion to the Annual 
Meeting. 
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MEETINGS OF DISTRICT ASSOCIATIONS. 
Shevaroy Planters* Association. 

Proceedings of the Quarterly General Meeting held at the Victoria Rooms, 
Yercaud, on Monday, June 10th, 1907. 

Present : — Messrs. H. Dickins, W. Uahin. C. Rahm, J. C. Large, E. C. Large, 
S. Campbell, C. Dickins, F. D. Short, S. M. Flight, C. G. Lechler, 
W. W. Flight, and 11. Cayley, Chairman. 

1. Tlie accounts were passed, showing a balance in hand on the 1st June of 
R8.494-3-3. 

2 The proc4?edingvS of the Quarterly General Meeting held on March 11th, 
1907, and of the Committee Meetings, held on April 8th and May 6th, were 
confirmed, 

3. Delefjaie to U. P, A. S. /. and his B.vpenses. — Resolved that the Honorary 
Secretary be requested to represent the Association and failing him, Mr. G. 
rurner, and rhat the delegate’s actual expenses be paid. 

4. Vote ttf Thanhs to Mr. W> /. LcchUr. — Proposed by Mr. S. M. Higlit and 
seconded by Mr. J. C. l..arge — 

“ That a very cordial vote of thanks be passed to Mr. W. I. Lechler for the 
able manner in which he has conducted the affairs of the Association 
for the past year.’’ Carried unanimously. 

5. The System of Coffee Passes.— Proposed by Mr. R. Cayley and seconded 
by Mr, F. D. Short — 

** That a Sub committee of 4, consisting of Messrs. S.M. Hight, J. C. Large, 
C. Dickins and the Honorary Secretary, be appointed to discuss the 
(piestionof coffee passes, in conjunction with means for the bettor policing 
of these hills in crop time.’’ Carried unanimously. 

6. To popularise Coffee. — After discussing the various circulars and sugges- 
tions on the above subject, including the i)roposed levying of a cess, it was 
unanimously resolved — 

That this Association heartily commend this suggestion and is prepared 
to tax itself and will support the U. P. A. S. I in any action they take, 
at the same time instructing its delegate to press for a compulsory cess 
collected by Government on the lines of the Indian Tea Cess.” 

Papers laid on the table — 

Notice that the Salein-Yercaud Ghaut-road will be open for traffic from 
the 14th instant. 

U. P. A. S. r. Circulars. 

Tea Circulars. 

Agricultural Ledger, 1906-07. 

Report of Agricultural Stations 1905/06. 

(Signed) Bernard Cayley, 

Chairman and, Honorary Secretary, 


The Madras Government have notified the appointment of Mr. Hugh Steven- 
son Andrewes, Nonsuch Estates, Coonoor, Nilgiri district, as an attesting officer, 
under Section 4 of the Madras Planters’ Labour Act, 1903. 
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Wynaad Planters’ Association. 

Meeting of the l‘2th June, 1907, at Meppadi Club. 

Present Messrs. Abbott, Atzenwiler, Belir, Hughes, Malcolm, Trollope, 
Powell, Winterbotham and H. Waddington, Honorary Secretary 
Visitors : Messrs. W. E. Glenie and F. Winterbotham. 

Mr. S. H. Powell, Jnr. in the chair. 

(1) . Proceedings of the last meeting were confirmed. 

(2) . Scientific Officer. -The Honorary Secretary informed the meeting that 
the position at pres(Mit, as far as inforniatioii received to date went, was, that 
Coorg, to the extent of 9,500 acres, had promised to support the scheme for 5 
years; that the Nilgiris promised Us 801 for the first, Us.796 for the second 
and third, R8.76 1 for the fourth and fifth years, which amount it is expected 
will be increased ; the Shevaroys promise Us.95 for 5 years ; South Mysore 
Bs.635 for 5 years. With regards to this Association, the position is that 
"Rs.538-7'0 has been promised for 5 years, but it is hoped that this amount 
will be increased, as replies have not yet been received from all the members. 

The Ilonov r*v Secretary was instructed to inform the U. P. A. S. I., and 
to send Circin ^ to members who have not yet subscribed, asking them to 
support the scjjcme. 

The Honorary Secretary reported that Mr. T. F. Main. Assistant Inspector 
General of Agriculture, Government of India, and Mr. H. C. Sampson, 
Deputy Director of Agricnlturo, Government of Ma<lras, visited the District 
and saw estates at JManantodi. Sultans Battery and Vayitri. The Association 
hopes they will be able to visit the District again in the future. 

The Honorary Sccix'tar}' was requested to give particulars of the e.xperiment 
made within his knowledge with Sulphate of Copper as applied to Pepper suf- 
fering from disease. 

(3) Cannanore Exhihiiion , — The Honorary Secretary reported that the 
Association had been awarded a bronze medal for the qxhibit made. — Recorded. 

The cost incurred in this matter was Rs.Ol, payment of which was sanctioned. 
The Honorary Sejretary was instructed to write cordially thanking Mr. J. O. 
Ferguson for the trouble he took with respect to the Association’s exhibit. 

(4) . Local Measures — Read papers in connection with the proposed introduc- 
tion of the Madras Measure. The Honorary Secretary was asked LO print the 
figures he had received and worked out for the information of members. 

It was resolved to consult merchants, officials and native gentlemen of the 
District and to ascertain to what extent the Local Government would assist, 
before decitling what action the Association would take. A committee of Messrs. 
Trollope, Malcolm and Hughes was appointed to assist the Honorary Secretary. 

(5) . Attesting contracts. — Mr. B. M. Behr has been authorised to witness the 
execution of labour contracts under Act 1 of 1903 — Order No. 578, Judicial, 
27th March, 1907 — Recorded with satisfaction. 

(0). Police . — Read letter from the Honorary Secretary to the Superintendent, 
Police, North Malabar, and his reply. Noted. 

(7) . Poodtipardi Hotel . — The Honorary Secretary reported that nothing had 
been done to date as regards a stable, but that the matter will receive attention. 
He was instructed to build the stable at the most suitable site between the 
Hotel Buildings and the Government Road. 

Correspondence was read regarding the title deeds, and the Honorary Secre- 
tary will report further on the matter at a later meeting. 

(8) . Mono-Bail. — Road Mr. D. Jackson’s further letter on this subject. The 
Association, in view of Mr. Brennan’s invention, postponed the matter till it 
was ascertained if Government would spend the money they are voting on 
experimenting with this invention, in the Wynaad, or between the Wynaad and 
the Coast. 
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(9) . Vayitri MagisiraUs' Court, — Read the Honorary Secretary’s letter to 
the Deputy Collector, asking that a covered shed may be erected near the Court 
for the use of horses during the monsoon. Approved. No reply has yet been 
received. 

(10) . Commission on Money Orders. — Head the Honorary Secretary’s letter 
to the Chairman of the Madras Trades Association. Approved. The Honorary 
Secretary was instructed to have the matter included in the Agenda of the 
U. P. A. S. I. Meeting. 

(11) . Acreage Staternent. — The Honorary Secretary was instructed to inform 
the Secretary, U. P. A. S- 1., that the return asked for had already been made 
— vide Proceedings of November 7th, 1906. 

Owing to new members an<l other alterations, the acreage in North and 
South Wynaad now represented by the members of this Association is 11,400 
acres under cultivation. The Honorary Secretary was instructed to advise 
U. P. A. S I., accordingly. 

(12) . Tyiler\ Cotton. — Read letter from M. E. Couchinan, Esq., 1 C. S., 
Director of Agriculture, Madras. The Honorary Secretary was instructed to 
write asking for a small (piantity of seed for experimental purposes and on re- 
ceipt to distribute to those members who wished to try this variety of cotton. 

(13) . Planters' Chronicle. — Read Mr. Ormerod’s letter. Recorded. 

(14) . Planters Labour Laiu^ Act I. of 03. — Read letter from the Hon’blc Mr. 
H. Bradley, Acting Chief Secretary to Government of Fort St. George, Madras, 
and the Honorary Secretary’s reply, which was approved, and connected 
general correspondence. Confirmed. 

This Association decided in favour of the proposed amendment to Sec. 29 
being dropped. 

(15) . U. P. A. S. I. — Read Circulars Nos. 17 to 35 and Honorary Secretary’s 
replies. Approved. 

Circular No. 26, Mr. Kir wan’s suggestion approved. 

(16) . Popularisation of Coffee, — Read Circulars from U.P.A.S.I. 

(17) . Papers on the Table. — I. T A. Circulars, 188 and 1 to 8. 

Tea Statistics, 66 to 69. 

Letter from C. E. Littlewood & Co. 

„ T. B. Rowe & Co. 

„ Rowe, ^Vhite & Co. 

Scientific Reports on Agricultural Stations at 
Palur, Bcllary, llagari, Koilpatti and Attur. 

Agricultural Ledger, No. 7 of 1906, Agave. 

A vote of thanks to the Chair terminated the proceedings. 

(Signed) S. H. Powell, 

Chairman, 

(Signed) H. Waddington, 

Honor aty Secretary, 

The Ceylon Tea Tradere’ Aesooiation at Colombo. 

Publication of tea pricks. 

A meeting of the Ceylon Tea Traders’ Associatioii was held in the Chamber 
of Commerce, on June 4th, 1907. Mr. Alex. Fairlie, Chairman, presided, and 
there was a good attendance of members. The meeting was called specially 
to consider wie c[UGstion of the publication of tea prices, and after discussion 
and the reading of a letter from a local newspaper — pointing out the impossi- 
bility of satisfactorily coping with the difficulties which have arisen, and 
making the suggestion that the Association should employ a special clerk to 
attend the sales, work out the averages as expeditiously as possible, and sup- 
ply them to the newspapers, the Association agreed to approve of the publica- 
tion of averages only, and that the publication should take place on Thursday 

nstead of Wednesday to afford time for the averages to be prepared. 
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INDIAN TEA ASSOCIATION, Calcutta. 

The following is taken from an abstract of the Proceedings of a meeting of 
the General Committee on the 11th June 1907 : — 

Correspondenoe with the Indian Tea Aesooiation, London. 

—Letters from the Secretary, Fndian Tea Association, London, dated 17th and 
24th May having been previously circulated, were brought up for final con- 
sideration and disposal. The principal subjects dealt with in these letters were 
as follows ; — 

{a) Ocean Freights. — The Secretary of the Conference Liners has informed 
the London Association that the task of securing signatures to the 
new Agreement from all Shippers represented in London has been 
almost completed, and that Agreements for signature in Calcutta 
will shortly be sent. 

{b) Franco- British Kvhihition. — In his letter of 17th May, Sir James Buck- 
ingham wrote that the four members of his Association who were on 
the Indian Executive Committee of this Exhibition had resigned as 
they could not see their way to recommend to their Cominittiee that 
a prominent part in the Exhibition should be taken by the Indian Tea 
Association. The rates that would be payable seem to them to be al- 
together out of proportion to any advantage that the Association could 
expect to gain. 

(c) Scientific Dejmrtmnit Publications. — In connection with a suggestion 
made to Sir James Buckingham that an arrangement might be made 
with some publisher in London to have these publications on sale, it 
was decided to communicate with Messrs. Thacker, Spink & Oo. to 
ascertain whether their London house would be willing to undertake 
the sale. 

Renewal of Tea Cess. — In connection with this matter the replies 
to the circular issued to all members on 20th April were before the Committeev 
A considerable number of replies have been received and all favour the propo- 
sal that Government should be asked to continue the- Cess. The Assam and 
Surma Valley Branches were also consulted and both have expressed them- 
selves in favour of the continuation. The Tea Cess Committee were to be 
informed of the result of the General Committee’.s enquiry. 

Education on Tea Gardens — ^The General Committee have now 
submitted to the Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam their views on the 
Report of Captain Kennedy on the condition of education in the Tea Estates 
in the province. 

They agree with H. H. the Lieutenant-Governor and Captain Kennedy that 
it is essential to the success of whatever action may be taken that the co-opera- 
tion of Garden Managers should be obtained, and they urge that any system 
which W’ould entail the loss to a family of the earnings of the children would 
meet with opposition on the part of the coolies. The ordinary Government 
Lower Primary School would accordingly not appear to be suitable and this 
view — as is evident from the Report — is taken by the Planting community in 
general. 

With regard to the language to be taught in the schools, the General Com- 
mittee were of opinion that instruction ^ould be given in the coolies’ own 
vernacular. It might certainly be desirable that Bengali or Assamese should 
be taught as in all probability most of the children will remain in the provinco 
but it had to be remembered that not only would the schools be attended by 
children, but also adult coolies who would be anxious to receive instruction in 
their own language to allow of their communicating with their people The 
question of the language to be taught in particular schools m’ght however, — as 
suggested by Captain Kennedy — be usefully left to the discretion of the 
Manager of the Estate, who would naturally be in a position to know what 
would best suit the majority of his coolies. 

Captain Kennedy proposed for the consideration of the planting community 
three types of school. The majority of the Planters in the Assam Valley ex- 
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pressed their preference for the unaided school of the type (c), while in the 
Surma Valley opinion has favoured the private-aided school of the type (b). 
After consideration the General Committee rather favoured the latter type. 
While. recognising the arguments advanced on behalf of type (c) and agreeing 
that the schools should be as free as possible of Government supervision, they 
thought that the State should be prepared to pay tho entire cost of the 
scheme, as suggested by Captain Kmiedy. 

With reference to the annual examinations to be held by the Inspectors, the 
General Committee agreed that these should be consitlercd sufficient, unless the 
Garden Manager should request that his school be regularly inspected : the 
annual examination should be arranged for a period of the year which will 
give each individual school a chance of doing itself justice, as it would 
obviously » ot give satisfactory' results were the visits to certain schools 
arranged so that they should come soon after a long vacation . A certain 
amount of revision will require to be one at the beginning of each session as 
it cannot be expected that, for some time at least, the children will carry over 
all they have learnt from one session to another. While this would make it 
advantageous to have the vacation reduced as much as possible the Committee 
thought that the education offered would be less likely to prove distasteful 
were a long vacation given during the busy season to allow of the children 
adding to their parents* income, than if an attemj)t were made to keep the 
schools open during that time. 

Government have been invited to communicate to the Association their 
proposals In the matter before taking definite action. 

E. B, S. Rail way -'Transport of Tea.— In a letter of 7th June the 
Traffic Superintendent of the Eastern Bengal State Railway wrote that he is 
making similar arrangements to those of last year in regard to the carriage of 
tea from Northern Bengal and the Dooars to Kidderpnr Docks, and under 
normal conditions the bi-weeVly service of tea trains leaving Siliguri and 
Dhubri every Sunday and Wednesday will arrive at the Docks on Tuesdays 
and Fridays. 

Resignation of Dr. Mann. — In connection with the resignation of Dr. 
II. H. Mann, the Association’s Chief Scientific Officer, and the appointment of 
Mr. C. M. Hutchinson, the present Assistant Scientific Officer, to succeed him, 
the Sub-t'ommittee — the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Mr. T. McMorran — 
reported that they had met with Mr. Hutchinson and arranged with him the 
terms on which he will act. 

As intimated by circular to all members, the General Committee decided, on 
receiving Dr Mann’s resignation, to present him with an illuminated address 
in a suitable casket as an earnest of the high esteem in which he is held by 
those with whom his duties have brought him in contact. The response to the 
Committee’s invitation for subscriptions was most gratifying, and with the sur- 
plus at their disposal, the Committee propose to present Dr. Mann with a piece 
of plate. It is not yet possible to say what the surplus will be as all the replies 
have not yet been received. The address and casket were presented to Dr. 
Mann before the General Committee met ; and annexed to these Proceedings 
will be found an account of the presentation. 

Presentation to Dr. H. H. Mann. 

The presentation of an illuminated address in a silver casket to Dr. Harold 
H. Mann took place on 11th June at 12 o’clock. 

Mr. G. Pickford, the Chairman of the Indian Tea Association, occupied the 
Chair and in banding over the address to Dr. Mann, he said : — 

“ Gentlemen, we meet here to-day to bid farewell to our Scientific Officer 
and friend, Dr. Mann, and I think I echo the sentiments of us all when I say 
that we bid him farewell with very mixed feelings. On the one hand we are 
glad he has secured an appointment which will be congenial to him in every 
way and in a climate more salubrious than most of the tea districts on this side 
of India ; on the other, we are deeply sensible of the great loss the tea industry 
is sustaining by his departure. It was felt that we could not allow Dr. Mann 
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to leave us without some token of our regard more substantial than our good 
wishes or a simple vote of thanks to him for his services. It was decided 
therefore to present him with a signed address which I shall now read to Dr. 
Mann to accept a piece of plate, which may help to keep him in remembrance 
of us.’* 

Mr. Pickford then read the address, which was as follows: — 

To 

Haeold H. Mann, Esq., D. Sc. 

Dear Sir, 

We the undersigned have observed with much regret the announcement 
that you are about to sever your connection with the Indian Tea 
Association. 

We feel that we cannot permit you to leave Calcutta without some expres- 
sion of our appreciation of the valuable work which you have done for 
the Indian tea industry during the seven years throughout which you 
have been in the service of the Association. The need for scientific 
investigation and research into the many complex problems connected 
with tea cultivation and manufacture had b-‘en acutely felt for some 
years before your arrival in India. But financial and other considera- 
tions had proved to be sufficiently formidable to delay the permanent 
engagement of a scientific expert. Finally, however, arrangements 
were made by which those difficulties were overcome : a .mtisfactory 
basis upon which a scheme might be founded was agreed upon : and 
from that point the success of the enterprise depended almost entirely 
upon the expert engaged to undertake it. That he would have to be 
not only a scientific investigator, but also an organiser and an admini- 
strator was foreseen, for the idea was that he should show the way to 
the formation of a permanent scientific department. A brief experience 
of your high attainments and your skilful and business-like methods 
proved that you fully realised what was needed, and that you clearly 
understood how the want could be best supplied. 

After thoroughly surveying the field of work you formulated a well- 
thought out scheme to which you have steadily adhered The value 
of your own researches soon became ^parent, and undoubtedly 
tended to the removal of those financial difficulties which had hitherto 
been so serious an obstacle to progress. You quickly recognised that 
the engagement of a second agricultural chemist and the establish- 
ment, in the largest of the tea districts, of an experimental station, 
where agricultural and chemical experiments might be undertaken, 
would have to be the first line of development. This project you 
carried to a successful issue and the Heeleaka experimental Station, 
under the competent direction of your assistant Mr. C M. Hutchin- 
son, has already fully ])roved the wisdom of your decision. Difficult 
and tedious investigations, which could not have been otherwise at* 
tempted, have been thus rendered possible Work has progressed 
more rapidly ; and the experiments which are now in progress have 
already shown results of great importance and value to the industry. 
You next proposed the engagement of a Entomologist who would be 
able to devote himself to the study of the many pests and blights of the 
tea plant. Here too as in the previous case, you were conspicuously 
successful in your object. Not only did you obtain the services of a 
well-qualified Entomologist but by locating him, with a sufficient 
staff, in a spot where his advice is most likely to be reciuired, you have 
established a second experimental station in another of the largest of 
the tea districts. This branch of the work also is of great consequence, 
and we are convinced that it is being and will continue to be dealt 
within a thoroughly efficient manner. 

You have thus constituted an organisation which, with its headquarters in 
Calcutta and its branches in the districts, will, we believe, become e 
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permanent institution. Moreover, the lines upon which you have 
founded it are sufficiently elastic to penult of further expansion with- 
out any material departure from the main principles which you have 
laid down ; and you have also combined efficiency with ecojiomy, inas- 
much as the cost of the scheme is moderate, and does not exhibit any 
tendency to expand beyond reasonable limits. ^Vith a record such as 
this you may fairly claim that the work which you (!ame to India to 
do has been, if not completed, at least so far finished as to permit you 
safelo to entrust its completion to other hands. Hut what we have 
written by no means represents all your varied activities. The scries 
of publications which you instituted almost immediately after your ar- 
rival, and which you have consistently maintained ever since, have 
undoubtedly contributed very materially to your success. To put the 
results of your researches before tea ]>roduccrs in the everyday 
language of ordidary life was you quickly realised, one of the most 
important of your duties. You have succeeded in it far beyond all 
expectation ; your cxi)Ositions have been always lucid, brief, and above 
all eminently practical. They have shown the tea planter how to take 
advantage of your scientific knowledge, and howto translate it into 
practical work on the tea garden. That was the main object which 
tea proprietors bad in view when they invited your co-operation seven 
years ago, and we feel that we cannot pay you a higher tribute of 
praise; tlian to say that yon have achieved it completely. 

But the work which you have accomplished during your resilience in 
Calcutta has been by no means confined to tliat sphere to which we 
have referred. We have observed, with interest and appreciation, 
your enthusiasm in many philanthropic undertakings. You have 
laboured strenuously and eontiniiously in the noble cause of ameliorat- 
ing the condition of the Christian poor of this City ; and the efforts 
vrhich you have made in this direction have won for you the admira- 
tion of all who are acquainted with the poverty of those whom you 
have endeavoured to assist. In you every good cause has found a 
supporter willing and anxious to devote talents knowledge, skill and 
experience to the solution of those distressing social problems which 
are so painfully conspicuous m this as in every other great city. 

In bidding you farwell, ami in wishing you every siuu;ess in your new and 
important appointment as a Principal of the Agricultural Institute at 
Poona, we feel that we aro losing a warm and a loyal friend, a sound 
and practical adviser, and an exceptionally higlily ipialified scientist, 
who has worked for the tea industry with a whole-hearted devotion 
which is beyond all praise. 

The address is signed by a large inmibcr of Calcutta firms and individuals, 
and there will be added to it the names of subscribers in the Tea districts : it is 
proposed to have those printed on a sheet of vellum and forwarded to Dr. 
Mann to be attached to the address. 

Dr. Mann then said : — 

“ Gentlemen, — I fool I hardly know how to thank you for the address which 
your Chairman has jusi handed to me, and for the very kiml words you have 
used in expressing appreciation of ray work since arriving in Calcutta seven 
years ago. When I look back and see how tlic progress has been greater than 
I dared hope to accomplish when L came to India, I feel that there must have 
been something besides my own work to account for the way in which the 
scientific department has been found useful and acliicved at least in a measure 
the wishes of those who founded it. 

And I feel that this cause is to be found in the very speeial conditions of the 
industry when I came here. The foundation of the scientific department seems 
to have taken place at the psychological moment when it could be most useful. 
After a period of considerable prosperity, it was entering on a time of great 
depression. Difficulties which had been ignored during the preceding years 
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loomed large before the industry. Methods of dealing with these difficulties- 
which had been easily applicable during the prosperous times became too ex- 
pensive to use. Tea, which yielded a fair profit in the nineties, became 
absolutely unprofitable to work by the old methods during the succeeding 
years. It was, therefore, recognised by an ever increasing body of planters 
that methods of work based on more and more careful and (dose scientific in- 
vestigation of the conditions w'ere alone capable of meeting the difficulty. And 
under these conditions of readiness for improvement and expectancy of change, 
everything was made easy for my work, and help of every kind was forthcom- 
ing from every quarter. That is, in my mind, very largely the explanation of 
the success of my department, and I cannot go without expressing my deep 
gratitude to those who are the leaders of the tea industry both in Calcutta and 
in the tea districts for their help freely given during the whole of my stay in 
India. 

“ And now, gentlemen, what of the future ? Is the field exhausted ? Are 
we yet in possession of the best methods of work ? Do we know the processes 
which go on in the growth and preparation of our crop sufficiently wolf to say 
that there is no need for further investigation ? To every one of these ques- 
tions 1 would return an emphatic No, For we must never forget that our crop 
is unique. The result obtained with other crops, and in other countries, are 
by no moans necessariiy applicable to our industry. I am often astonished at 
the uselessness of the recommendations of first class Ijondon chemists when 
dealing with tea, simply because of the unit|ue character of our crop. And so 
whether one treates of the cha»-acter of the soil and its management, of the 
planting pruning, or plucking of the bushes, of the methods of dealing with the 
leaf after it has been obtained, we are oidy at the commencement of knowledge. 
And so it ia a great satisfaction to me that I leave behind a department organised 
on a liberal enough scale to get continually increasing results year by year, and 
men of enthusiasm to conduct the inv(*stigatioiis which are required. I know 
that Mr. Hutchinson wlio takes iny place will have all the cordial and constant 
support which I have had, and that Mr. Antrain to whom the investigation of 
the pests of our crop has been entrusted will likewise be assured of their 
interest and support. This being so, I feel confident that the department of 
which I have been t e first chief will have a long and exceedingly useful 
career, and be able to be of real and continued use to a large and an ever 
increasing industry. 

“ There is one paragraph in the addi'ess you have presentel to me which 
I specially appreciate, namely, that which refers to my activities in Calcutta 
outside the range of professional duties. I have of course known that the 
commercial community of w’hich I was the servant did not resent these activi- 
ties, but to find now that my slight efforts have its emphatic approval, is a 
pleasure which is the greater because its expression was hardly anticipated. 

One more point, gentlemen, before 1 sit down. I have spoken of the 
great anticipations I have for the scientific department with which I have 
been identified. I leave it, however, simply and solely to enter what I 
believe to be a larger and greater field. The future of India depends on its 
industrial development. Its industrial development depends on its technical 
education. And it is because I profoundly believe the highest scientific at- 
tainments and the highest technical skill are attainable by Indians in India 
that 1 am going to Poona. I shall do my best to realise, in a small way, the 
ideal that I have formed, and train men with knowledge, enthusiasm, and skill 
to tackle the problems of India’s .greatest industry, and I believe I shall 
succeed. Whether this be so or no, in this way lies true progress, and in trying 
to realise it, I know I have the strongest sympathy and support of the com- 
mercial community of Calcutta. 

“ Once more I thank you, gentlemen, more than I can tell, for your 
kindness during a very happy service, and fur this evidence of your apprecia- 
tion of the little I have been able to <io.** (Applause.) 

The meeting then adjourned. 
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THE DUARS PLANTERS* ASSOCIATION. 

The Quality of Tea. 

A large and representative meeting of the Duars Planters’ Association was 
held at the Jalpaiguri Club on Thursday, the 9th May, 1907, at 4-30 p.m. for 
the purpose of meeting and hearing an address by Dr. llaiold H. Mann, D. Sc., 
Scieiitilic Officer of the Indian Tea Association, on “The Factors which 
determine the Quality of Tea.” 

The following is a short precis of the address : — 

The quality of tea derived from particular tracts, or grown at particular 
seasons, has been attributed to the most various causes. Borne years ago 
elevation or latitude was said to have the principal elYect, and it W'as supposed 
that quality would almost of necessity be obtained on high level gardens. 
Others have attributed the high (juality of certain disti icts to their regular and 
sufficient rainfall, to the soil conditions special to certain localities, to the effect 
of special “ jats ” of tea, to facilities for manufacture or to various other causes. 
It is probable that all these have their effect, but none is so supremely import- 
ant that one can say it is impossible to produce good tea in its absence. His 
own opinion was that the recognition of this fact was of great importance in 
the Duars. which possesses a better quality soil than any other on the plains of 
India, with the possible exception of Upper Assam. 

In connection with the influence of soil, he said that at the end of seven 
years’ study of the question, he was convinced of the necessity of two condi- 
tions for the production of high grade tea. Of these the first was the pre- 
sence of a fairly large root range and the second a regular balance of consti- 
tuents in the soil. The absence of the former seemed to condemn low-lying 
bhe(*l or clay flats to produce inferior tea : the absence of the latter accouiitea 
for the low (piality obtainable from peat and similar soils. The root range in 
soils could be increased by many means, most of whi(5h were well known, such 
as the provision of deep narrow drains, and the like The most successful 
recent method was that of trenching from 18 incdies to two feet between 
alternate rows, and putting bulky materials like green jungle, light primings, 
cattle manure, and bheel soil at the bottom of these trenches. The use of the 
“ boga medcloa ” or “ arahar dhal ” plant as combined green manures and 
material for trenching was suggested, and it was indicated that part of the 
benefit now recognised as accruing from the use of the “ sau ” tree was pro- 
bably due to its action in increasing the root range. 

Passing to consider tlie importance of a proper balance of soil constituents 
in the soil, Dr. Mann said it might be taken that in the Duars phosphoric 
acid, potash, and the other mineral constituents of the soil were usually 
present in large enough amount, and that any deficiency and excess of 
these latter appeared to be injurious. Large quantities of organic and 
nitrogenous manures might thus lead to a loss of quality. Most recent 
investigation seemed to indicate that the quantities of manures applied 
in the past were greater than was wise or necessary, and that, from the 
point of view of quality, small dressings often repeated were much to be 
preferred. Thus, 5 maunds of oilcake per annum nad given better results 
at Heeleaka than 16 maunds applied once in three years, and certainly one 
need have no fear of risking quality with the former amount. Dr. Mann 
went on to point out that slow growth, as imagined by some, did not neces- 
sarily mean high quality, but that what was wanted was normal growth, in 
which all the materials were supplied to the plant in sufficient amount, with- 
out an excess of those leading to luxuriance alone. 

Dr. Mann went on then to consider the effect of pruning and plucking on 

S uality. With regard to the latter he said that hi? analysis of the leaf from 
le same bush plucked equally fine, hut “close” in the one case and at 
the end of a long shoot on the other had confirmed completely the 
generally^ accepted view that the latter was much inferior in those constitu- 
ents required for making good tea. He urged the importance of allowing good 
growth on the bushes in the early part of the year even at the risk of many of 
the shoots going “ banghi” and then, as soon as one dared according to the 
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special conditions of each jojarden, phick close during the remainder of the sea- 
son. He described the Dibrngarh system of clean plucking, that is to say, 
plucking everything on the bushes at each round after, say, the early part of 
July (the rounds not being, however, more frecjuent than one in ten or eleven 
days), and thought he doubted its applicability to theDuars, yet he woukt bo 
glad to see experiments made on the subject. 

Passing on to the effect of manufacture on quality, Dr. Mann stated that in no 
department of the industry had so much increase in knowledge taken place in 
recent years as in that of understanding what was going on during the con- 
version of loaf into tea. He referred to his investigations in withering, in fer- 
mentation and in firing. In the first of these processes, the time factor seemed 
the most important, and no method of conducting the process had as yet been 
devised which would give the best tea witlioiit a time, vo.rying from 18 to 24 
hours according to the temperature, having elapsed between plucking and 
rolling. This did not condemn the houses fitted with fans which are so common 
in the Duars, but simply showed that their proper sphere was not tio hasten 
withering but to control the conditions under which it took place. 

To get the best conditions of fermentation, if liquor was the principal cha- 
racter aimed at in the finished tea, there must be (1) freedom from microbes, 
(2) a saturated damp atmosphere, (3) a temperature of from 75 deg. to 84 
deg. F., (4) a thoroughly good aeration in the fermenting house, (5) a time of not 
less than four to five hours at the above temperature. If the tea was being 
manufactured with flavour chiefly in view, the time would have to be reduced 
to 31 hours or less, the importance of the absence of microbes was increased, 
while the temperature was of loss importance. 

Under firing, Dr. Maim stated tliat his investigations indicated that there 
seemed to bo almost equal objection to a slow long-continued firing and to 
firing aba high tetuperature, ff the firing was long continued, and especially 
if the half fired tei was allowed to cool and lie about when half fired, both 
thickness of liipior and tlavour were lost ; if it was carried out at a too high 
temperature, tticrc was a very considerable loss of flavour. The ideal would 
be to fire quickly at a fairly low temperature, say never exceeding 180 degrees 
F. on leaf itself at any part of the manufacture, but with existing machines it 
does not seem possible to reach the ideal conditions. It is probable that long 
continue • firing (stewing) did more harm than more rapid drying at a higher 
temperature. 

Tn conclusion Dr. Mann said that the time had n(5t come at which it was 
possible to describe definitely the whole of the factors which influence quality 
in tea, but every year seemed to bring nearer the time when such description 
would be pcssibie. In the meantime, the Duars seemed speciall.>' favoured 
in this re.sp(!ct so far as natural conditions go, and those working in that 
district ought not to be emnbenb to produce anything lower than the best 
obtainable on the ])lains of India. 

An interesting discussion followed, and many questions were asked by the 
members present and wore replied to by Dr. Mann. 

The Chairman then thanked Dr. Mann on behalf of the members present for 
his very interesting and instructive address ; addresses such as that they had 
just heard and the discussion that followed were, he said, invaluable to practi- 
cal planters, and he wished they could have more of them. They had listened 
with very great interest to the scientific explantations adduced by Dr. Mann of 
the factors that go to determine the quality of tea ; the results of Dr. Mann’s 
investigations and conclusions had given them food for careful thought, and he 
had no doubt that those present would go back to their factories with renewed 
determination to study tlie art of manufacture ; to put in practice and test the 
theories advanced by Dr. Mann and endeavour to get the best possible quality 
out of their leaf. 

Dr. Mann then thanked the Chairman and gentlemen present for their kind 
welcome and reception, lie said it was a great pleasure to him to have had 
the opportunity of meeting so many Duars men collectively ; he took a very 
great interest in their district. 
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OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Production of Tea in India, 1906, 

The following is extracted from a very lengthy report issued by the Com. 
mercial Intelligence Department, India, under date, Calcutta, June 4, 1907 
[Note,— -The figures of area and production in this table are for calendar 
years, and the figures for exports from India refer to the official years beginning 
on the Ist of April and ending on the Slst of March. The figures relating to 
exports from China and Ceylon are for calendar years. Burma is treated in 
all these tables as a foreign country, that is to say, exports to Burma are dealt 
with in the same way as exports to the Straits or to Siam, and a special para- 
gr^h has been devoted to the tea trade of Burma.] 

The area reported in each year since 18S5 is given in Appendix I attached 
to this note 

The figures given in that statement are for the most part those reported by 
planters. In Eastern Bengal and Assam, estimates are prepared by the local 
officers for those gardens for which returns are not supplied by the owners and 
managers (35 out of 930, in 1906). For Southern India, where the returns re- 
ceived are extremely imperfect, a rough estimate has been made of the unre- 
ported area in the British districts of Madras. It is probable that the returns 
from Travancore are also very inaccurate, but it is impossible to make any esti-. 
mate of the deficiency. Including the estimated area in Madras, the total 
area under tea in 1905 and 1906 was divided between the different provinces as 
follows : — 

Table No. 1, — Area in Acres. 


Eastern Bengal and Assam — 

Brahmaputra Valley 

Surma Valley 

Jalpaiguri and Alipur Duar 

Chittagong 

1905. 

207,276 

131,930 

78,765 

4,8()4 


1906. 

207,923 

132,558 

78,982 

4,365 

Total Eastern Bengal and Assam 
Bengal — 

Darjeeling 

Chota Nagpur .... 

50,618 

2,406 

422,835 

428,828 

48,867 

2,352 

Total Bengal 

United Provinces 

Punjab 

7,934 

9,412 

53,024 

61,219 

7,997 

9,425 

Total Northern India 

'Travancore 

7,838 

6,706 

25,246 

17,346 

17,422 

10,171 

3,811 

25,857 


Total Southern India 88,789 39 339 

Grand Total 531,494 531,808 

Out ot the total area of 528,497 acres for which either returns or complete 
•estimates are received, 607,180 acres were reported as being under mature 

plants, and 21,367 acres as being under immature plants 

In the years 1903 to 1906, an attempt was made to check the accuracy of the 
area reported by asking for a return of the new lands planted and the old 
cultivation abandoned in each year. It was found, however, that the figures 
obtained in this way were not reliable, and could not be used for the purpose 
intended. These columns have therefore been omitted from Appendix II. 

In Eastern Bengal and Assam, 930 plantations are reported to have a total 
area of 423,828 acres under tea, the average area of the plantations being about 
456 acres. In Bengal 291 acres was the average for 176 plantations, and in 
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Travancore the average of 69 plantations was 875 acres. In Madras and tlie 
United Provinces, the average area of a plantation is much smaller, being 
about 117 acres only. In the Punjab, where natives grow tea on a very small 
scale, the average £^rea of the plantations is about 8 acres. These figures 
relate only to tea-bearing areas and do not include the area taken up by 
planters, but not under tea cultivation. 

Pnoduotlon. 

^ The reported production of tea in each year since 1885 is given in Appendix 

The increase in the quantity produced has progressed much more rapidly 
than the increase in the area under cultivation, for while the area has increased 
since 1885 by 86 per cent., the increase in production has been 236 per cent. 
The following statement shows the ratio of increase in area and production 
since 1885, taking the figures of that year in each case as 100, and also the actual 
increase or decrease in the number of pounds of tea produced eac^h year, as 
compared with the production of the preceding year : — » 

Table No, 3 —Vari'xtioiDt in Area and Trodnotion, 


1885 



Area. 

. . 100 

Quantity 

produced. 

100 

Actual increase 
annually in lbs. 

1886 



... 105 

115 

10,915,114 

1887 



... 110 

129 

9,826,760 

1888 



... 114 

140 

7,541,388 

1889 



... 118 

150 

7,239,681 

•1890 



... 121 

157 

5,000,071 

1891 



.. 127 

173 

11,785,893 

1893 



... 132 

170 

—1,930,346 

1898 



. . 130 

185 

10,144,557 

1894 



. : 141 

188 

2,552,708 

1895 



.. 140 

200 

8,541,686 

1896 



. . 152 

‘218 

12,998,574 

1897 



. . 165 

215 

—2,617,213 

1898 



. . 180 

220 

3,744,558 

1899 



. . 181 

254 

24,277,983 

1900 



' , . 183 

276 

15,660,558 

1901 

... 


.. 184 

267 

—6,147,749 

1902 



.. 184 

263 

—2,714,083 

1903 



. . 185 

292 

20,443,151 

1904 



.. 184 

309 

12,528,592 

1905 



.. 185 

309 

—230,944 

1906 

•• 


.. lee 

336 

19,342,645 


The total production in 1906 was reported as 240,411,266 lbs. divided be- 
tween the different parts of India as follows : — 


Assam Eastern Bengal. Bengal. Northern India. Southern India. 

162,468,034. 44,602,885. 15,531,692. 3,627,863. 14,280,792. 

The accuracy of these figures has been tested so far as possible by the 
statistics of tea despatched by rail and river from the producing districts and 
also to some extent by a comparison with figures kindly supplied by firms in 
Calcutta that act as Agents for Tea Estates. The comparison with the rail 
and river-bonie trade figures is subject to the following considerations : (1) Tea 
produced in one district may appear as an export in the traffic statistics of an- 
other district, e, tea produced in Jalpaiguri and sent by road to, say, Dhubrf 
and then shipped by steamer to Calcutta would appear as being despatched 
from Assam. For this purpose it is necessary to take the figures of Jalpaiguri, 
Darjeeling, and Assam together. (2) A change in the quantity of tea held in- 
stock at the gardens on the 81st of March will affect the traffic statistics, but 
not the figures of production. In order to minimise the risk of error on this 
account, it is necessary to take the figures for three years together. (8) The- 
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quantity of tea locally consumed whether it passes into consumption directly 
from the gardens or not, must be excluded from the figures of production in 
order to make thorn comparable with statistics of tea despatched from the 
producing districts ; and tliere should be a small balance left over from the 
reported production, after deducting net exports, in order to supply local con- 
sumption. But as a matter of fact the reported despatches of tea from 
Assam, Darie.eling, and Jalpaiguri together exceed tlie reported production by 
over five million pounds in the last three years for wh’ch complete figures are 
available, viz.^ 1903-5. The greater part of this discrepancy, over three 
million pounds, occurs in the year 1903, and it is noticeable that the total 
export from British India in that year exceeded the total reported production 
by over a million pounds. There is therefoi'o some ground for supposing that 
in 1903, at all events the production was under-estimated. For tlm last two 
years, however, the reported production has been checked by information re- 
ceived from Agenfs in Calcutta, and there seems no reason to doubt that the 
reported production at least of those gartlens for which returns are received 
from the Managers is accurate. It is unlikely that the discrepancy is due to 
mere errors in compilation, for in that case the variation would not be so 
constant as appears to be the case. It is possible that the production of those 
gardens for which returns are not received is under-estimated, and it is also 
possible that the net weight of tea despatched by rail is exaggerated. This 
would occur if the allowance made for the weight of chests in calculating net 
Weight froni gross weight were insufficient. On the whole, however, the figures 
of production for the most important producing districts in India, i.e,, Bengal 
and Assam, appear to be substantially correct, and the error, if any, does not 
exceed one per cent. 

In Southern India the case is st)mewhat different, for the trade figures show 
that the repoitcd production is constantly less than the amount exported by 
sea. The figures of area and production alike arc known to be defective, and 
it may be assumed that in recent years the estimated production in Southern 
India falls short of the actual crop by aboirt a million pounds a year on the 
average. In other parts of India the figures of rail-borne trade do not throw much 
light on the reported production. Taking the Indian crop as a whole, it appears 
that the estimates of the reported figures of production in recent years are not 
more than the actual crop. They may be from one to two per cent, below it. 

The production per acre under matured plants of manufactured tea (gi’een 
and black) reported for BX)6 was as follows : — 



lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

Cachar 

. . 542 Jalpaiguri 

. . 569 Garhwal 

.. 82 

Sylhet 

. . 515 Chittagong 

. . 816 Dehra Diin 

.. 882 

Goalpara 

.. 298 Chittagong Hill Tracts. 239 Kangra 

.. 132 

Kamrup 

. . 205 Darjeeling 

..817 Simla 


Daprang 

. , 615 Hazaribagh 

. . 4 Nilgiris 

435 

Nowgong 

. . 418 Ranchi 

. , 128 Malabar 

.. 271 

Sibsa^ar 

. . 404 Alniora 

, . 162 Coimbatore 

.. 331 

Lakhimpur 

, . 672 Naini Tal 

. . 59 Travancore 

.. 452 


Produotlon of Green Tea. 

The following table shows the reported production of green tea in each of 
the last three years and the recorded exports by sea and by land : — 

Beported Production, 

1904. 1905. 1906. 

lbs. lbs. lbs. 

Surma Valley .. 2 423,165 1,881,181 1,442,069 

Other parts of Bengal and Assam . . 651,728 731,563 278,812 

Total Bengal and As?=am . . 2,974,893 2,612,744 1,720,881 

Northern India .. 1,857,074 1,866,106 1,257,510 

Southem India .. 89,016 30,000 608,803 


Total Reported Production 


4,870,982 8,998,a50 3,687,194 
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Exports, 




1904, 

1906. 

1906. 


lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

From Calcutta and Chittagong 

1,678,143 

1,703,503 

1,808,854 

By land and from Sind by sea 

1,887,282 

1,166, 388 

1,458,240 

From Madras by sea 

1,402 

. • 

46,393 

Total Exports . . 

2,966,777 

2,868,891 

2,812,987 

Bounties have been paid on the following quantities 

: — 



1904. 

1906. 

1906. 


lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

Surma Valley 

1,462 676 

1,900,931 

1,298.392 

Other parts* of Assam and Bengal 

62,400 

49,126 

165,228 

Total Assam and Bengal 

1,516,076 

1,960,057 

1,458,620 

Northern India 

121,028 

9,450 

. 39,350 

Southern India 

486 



Not specified 

182,664 

... 


Total bounties paid . . 

1,819,253 

1,969,607 

1,497,970 


Almost all bounty goes to green tea produced in the Surma Valley which 
is shipped from Calcutta and Chittagong. But a little green tea from these 
districts and from other districts in Assam and Bengal is sent across the 
North-Western Frontier. The greater part of the land trade in green tea 
however is supplied by the gardens of Northern India, particularly those of 
the Kangra Valley. 

The figures of reported production are not reliable, as black tea has in many 
cases been erroneously returned by planters as green. In 1904 the production 
of green tea in the Surma Valley was overstated and the production in other 
parts of Bengal and Assam was overstated in 1904 and 1905. The figures for 
these districts in 1906 are believed to be correct, but np explanation has been 
received of the great increase in Southern India. This is not confirmed by 
the export figures and must be regarded as doubtful. In all probability the 
production of green tea in India has not largely exceeded 3 million lbs. in any 
of the three years. 

The chief foreign markets are the United Kingdom and Russia for exports 
by sea, and Afghanistan and Kashmir for exports by land. 

Exports. 

Table No. 4 shows the quantity (in pounds) of Indian tea exported direct to 
each country during the last five years. The destinations given are those declared 
on export, and owing to the use of optional Bills of Lading it must be assumed 
that the true quantities differed in some cases from those stated. The re^plt 
is that the figures of export from India do not agree with the figures of import 
into various countries, e.g.j the United Kingdom. But the discrepancies tend 
to balance one another in a series of years. I’hus, in the seventeen years, 1890- 
1906, the recorded exports from India to the United Kingdom were 2,396 million 
pounds and the recorded imports into the United Kingdom from India were 
2,383 million pounds. The net difference is therefore considerably less than 1 
per cent. The most striking features of this year’s trade are as follows. A 
large increase of ten million pounds in direct shipments to the United 
Kingdom follows a decrease in the. shipments of the two previous years. But 
in spite of this, the proportion of the total crop sent direct to the United King- 
dom has again fallen from 77 to 74*6 per cent. Direct exports to Russia have 
increased by over 3| million pounds or nearly 40 per cent. Direct shipments to 
North America have received a set back, as Canada and the United States 
took i million pounds less than in the previous year. Exports to Ceylon and 
the treaty ports of China were doubled. There is an increase of 1} million 
pounds in export to Australia and New Zealand. 


* Includes an estimate for exports by land for eight months. 
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Table No. 6 shows the total of (a) Indian, (b) Ceylon tea exported direct by 
sea and reported from the United Kingdom to each principal Foreign country 
in each of the last three calendar years : — 

Table No. C. 

Indian. Ceylon. 

. — , - - - - 

1904. 1905. 1906. 1904 1905. 1906. 

lbs. lbs. lbs. lbs. lbs. lbs. 

Kussia ..12,407,896 13,921,436 20,841,128 14,052,635 15,321,292 20,280,461 
Other ) 

European' 4,833,993 3,950,882 7,239,744 5,153,917 5,011,631 5,981,065 

Countries) 

United ) 

States of ■ 3,741,495 2,979,509 3,742,017 8,499,484 7,716,104 8,974,038 

America ) 

Uanada ..13,421,916 14,835,746 17 134,329 7,879,690 8,959,414 10,122,991 
Australia.. 7,002.026 6.225.981 9,632.644*20,059,181 20,342,743 19,440,402 
NewZealand 760,089 577,584 547,852* 3680,212 8,974.002 4,071.051* 

Other Foreign 

Countries 14,775,533 15,932,095 18,816,813 8,417,521 13,025,802 14,574,563 


Total... 56,942,948 .58,423,233 77,954,527 67,742,640 74,360,988 83,444,571 

Throughout the last five years the percentage of the Indian tea crop sent to 
the United Kingdom has steadily diminished, while direct exports to other 
countries have increased in the same proportion. The figures are as follows : — 

Table No. 7. — Proj^ortion per cent, to total exports by sea and by land of 
exports consigned to the countries named. 

To Europe 

United excluding To To To To l^y 

umtea United Africa. America. Asia. Australia, land. 

Kingdom. Kingdom. 


1902-03 . . 

83-4 

2-9 

0*3 

4'5 

40 

3-2 

1-1 

1908-04 . . 

81-4 

2-6 

0*2 

4-8 

6*5 

8-5 

10 

1904-06 . . 

78-3 

51 

0-3 

6*9 

5-2 

3-1 

11 

1905-06 . . 

770 

5-2 

03 

7-9 

4-9 

36 

11 

1906-07 . . 

74*6 

6-8 

0-6 

6-9 

6-3 

40 

0-9 


The following statement shows the quantity in pounds of Indian tea shipped 
from Calcutta, Chittagong, Bombay and Karachi, and Southern Indian ports, 
respectively, during each of the last five years, and the percentage which ship- 
ments from each place bear to the total exports from India is stated in brackets. 
In 1906-07 Calcutta despatched a larger share of the tea crop than in either of 
the two preceding years, while the share of Chittagong was less. 

Table No. 8. 


Quantity (in lbs.) of Indian Tea shipped. 

From From South Indian 

From Calcutta. From Chittagong. Bombay and Ports, including 
' Karachi. Travail core. 


1902- 3. .151,292 2961 (831) 

1903- 4. .168,205,8221 (80-9) 

1904- 6.. 169,331, 600 (750) 

1905- 6.. 168, 783, 013 (73*9) 

1906- 7.. 176, 645,021 (76 3) 


19,998,331 (11*0) 
27,359,891 (13*2) 
38,714,088 (18 2) 
41,597,585 (19*3) 
42,076,245 (18*0) 


3,966,922 (2*2) 
8,232,608 (1-5) 
3,256,927 (15) 
1,750,226 (0-8) 
1,699,899 (0-7) 


6,785,307 (3-7) 
9,146,668 (4 4) 
11,223,304 (5-3) 
12,843,236 (6 0) 
14.110,650 (6 0) 


* Direct exports only. 

f Includes a small quantity exported from Chittagong to Burma. 



160 THE PLANTERS* CHRONICLE. 

Table No. 9 shows the reported exports of tea by sea and land from India, 
China, and Ceylon for each of the last ten years. Tlie fif^ures in brackets show 
the ratio of increase or decrease in each year as compared with 1896, the figures 
for that year being taken as 100 in each case. 

Table No. 9. — Total exports (in Jhs.) of tea by sea and by land to Forrlgn 
Countries from India, China, and Ceylon. 

China. 

India:- Ceylon. Black & Green. Brick, Tablet 

end Dust. 

1896.. . 160.600,201 [100] 110,095,194 [100] 161,538,933 [100] 78,567,333 [100' 

1897.. 152,515,400 [101* 114 466,318 1 104' 137,097,600 [ 85 , 76,781,867 ' 98* 

1898.. 158,726,555 [105] 122,395,518 [11 1' 147,967,200 [ 92] 68,017,067 [ 87* 

1899.. 177,371,238 [118 129,661,908 [1 18 153,669,067 [ 95" 71,205,067 [ 91* 

1900.. 192,546,739 [128* 149,264,603 [136] 144,270.933 [ 90] 52,190,667 ’ 66* 

1901.. 182,874.493 ‘121] 144,275,608 [131* 1 1 9,390,000 [ 74] 42,740,533 ’ 54' 

1902.. 184,026,823,122] 150,829,707 [137] 128,226,933 [ 79] 78,512,400*100* 

1903.. 209,935,460 a39j 149,227,236 135] 140,607,867 [ 88 83,813,600 [107' 

1904.. 214,783,839*143] 157,929,333 [143] 1 32.366,933 [ 83] 61,493,733 ‘ 78* 

1905.. 217,297,452 ‘144 170,183,558 [1.55' 112,152,533 [ 69] 70,784,267*91* 

1906.. 236,731,623 [lo7J 170,527,146 [155] 108,864,534 [ 67] 79,506,133^101' 


The quantities of each kind of tea entered for home consumption in the 
United Kingdom in each of the last five years and the consumption per head 


of the population were as follows 

; — 

Tea of 

Consumption per 

ladian tea. 

Ceylon tea. 

China tea. 

other 

countries. 

HEAD. 

Indian tea. All tea.- 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

1902.. 148.727,809 

85,540,877 

11,531,830 

8,639,642 

3*55 

6 08 

1!)03.. 150,858,60.5 

78,535,035 

14 963,825 

11,140,683 

3’57 

6 05 

1904.. 155,196,596 

79,445,591 

11,048,116 

10,969.965 

364 

6 02 

1905.. 150,630,446 

80,385,901 

6,658,966 

12,513,278 

3-51 

603 

1906.. 1.59,210,992 

91,941,425 

5,671,121 

13,270,357 

3*67 

6-23 


Produotlon and Exports of other Foreign Countries. 

The latest official figures for the production and exports of tea of other 
foreign countries are as follows : — 

Japan. Java. Natal. 

Production. Exports.! e^orts Exports. 

lbs. lbs. lbs. lbs. lbs. Ibs^ 

1902 .. 56,110,208 42,469.608 .... 16,911,166 1,796,230 

1903 .. 55,588,030 47,654,800 .... 22,138,187 1,761,091 1,386 

1904 .. 53,281,046 46,297,236 11,616,927 25,375,691 2,006,367 348 

1905 37,708,343 11,125,725 25,772,564 1,633,178 

1906 39,778,193 12,726,518 2,057 

Foreign Tea In India. 

The imports of f orcign tea into India in 1906 07 were 2J million more- 
than a million lbs. less than in 1905 -06. Rather more than half was re-exported 
as foreign tea chiefly from Bombay to Persia, Arabia, and Turkey in Asia hy 
sea, and by land to Afghanistan, leaving just over a million lbs. for consump- 
tion in India. Part of this no doubt was used for blending with Indian tcu i, and 
the blend when exported was perhaps treated as Indian produce in tlie Customs; 
declarations. 

Consumption of Tea In India. 

There are no figures dealing directly with the consumption of tea in India^ 
But it is possible to frame an estimate by ascertaining the average annual 

For official year from 1st April to 31st March, 
f Mostly green tea to United States of America. 
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Qriuouht 6f t6a, Indian and foreign, which becomes available for consumption in 
the country. 

As regards Indian tea, if the total exports by land and sea are deducted 
from the total recorded producbhm, the average balance of a series of years 
represents the average Quantity left fur consumption in India. Table No. 11 
shows the reported production of Indian tea in the last ten years, the total 
exports, and the balance available for consumption. The average balance of 
the last three years is 4*65 million pounds. The correctness of this figure 
depends on the accuracy of the reports of production, and it has been explained 
in a previous paragraph that the production in Southern India is underesti- 
mated by about a million pounds on the average. This amount may, therefore, 
ho added to the 4*65 million pounds mentioned abov *. It is possible that there 
is a similar deficiency in the figures of production for Assam and Bengal, but 
this is not so certain. 

Foreign tea is dealt with in the preceding paragraph, which shows that, on 
the average of the last three years, an annual balance of 1 59 million lbs. of 
tea is left for consumption in India. It is immaterial as regards the question 
of consuniption whether any part of this, after being blended with Indian tea, 
is re-exported as Indian produce or not. For if any quantity of foreign tea is 
classed in the export statistics as Indian tea, the total of Indian tea exported 
nui'*t be reduced by a corresponding amount. 

In these three years, th(3refore, the amount of tea (Indian and Foreign) 
available for consumptioi in India on the average may be put at not less than 
4 65+1 -f 1‘59==7‘24 million pounds. 

An estimate of the consumption of tea in India which appeared in the Indian 
Trade Journal of 12tli July, 1906, put the consumption of rather less than half 
the total population at 4 2 inilliou lha., or *033 lb. per head. T'he consumption 
of the wliole population reckoned on this basis would be 9“ 8 million pounds. 

Capital employed. 

According to the returns of the Registi*ar of Indian Joint Stock Companies 
and the published accounts of the Companies registered in London, the capital 
of joint stock companies engaged in the production of tea amounts to nearly 
22 crorus (£14^ millions), viz .'^ — 

Rs 

Companies registered in India ... 3, 41, B2, 985 

Companies registered in London ... 18,39,30,135 

The total amount of this capital divided by the tea-bearing area gives an 
average capital of Rs 412 (JE27) per acre. The true capital value, however, 
must be slightly larger, since the amount of private capital engaged in the 
industry is unknown, and the tea-bearing area includes private property as well 
as Companies’ gardens. 

Particulars are available concerning the present position of 71 companies 
registered in India, which have an aggregate paid-up capital of 228 lakhs. The 
total dividends declared by these companies amounted to 6 per cent, in 1904 
and 1905 on the total capital of 228 lakhs, whi(*h includes the capital of several 
companies that declared no dividend. Fifty-three of these companies have 
declared dividends for 1906, amounting to 6-3 per cent, on their aggregate 
capital. The aggregate dividend declared by the same 53 companies in 1905, 
was 5*6 per cent. 

The total dividends declared by 68 companies in England, having an 
aggregate capital of 1,480 lakhs, amounted to 3*8 per cent, on 1,480 lakhs in 
1904, and to 4 per cent, in 1905. 

Persons employed. 

The number of persons em^iloyed in the industry in 1906 is returned at 
489.087 permanently employed and 81,626 temporarily employed, making a 
total of 670,713 persons or about one person to the acre. Compared with the 
return of the previous year, there is au addition of 22,130 permanent employes 



162 


TEE PLANTERS^ CERONIGLE. 


and a reduction of 2,158 in the number of temporary hands. In South India^ 
the work is sometimes done by contract, and in this case no record of the labour 
employed is available. 

Tea In Burma. 


There were 1,498 acres under tea in the northern districts of Burma in 1906, 
divided between 1,521 plantations. The production of these small gardens was 
almost entirely used for the manufacture of wet pickled tea (letjpetao) which is 
eaten as a condiment, and only 3,910 lbs. of black leaf tea were made. Imports 
of leaf tea into Burma amounted to about million lbs. 

Duty on Tea. 


The following tabic shows the customs duties levied on tea in the principal 
countries of the world as they stood on the 1st April, 1907. The principal 
changes made in the course of the year wei’e a reduction of Id. in the English 
duty with effect from the 14tli of May, 1906, and the substitution of a tariff 
value for a total ad valorem duty of 45 per cent, in the case of bl^ck tea 
imported into Japan. 


Russia 


Germany 

France 

Spain 

Japan 

Persia 


(1) Imported by the European Frontiers — 

Hhtck Tea^ black or ffreen 
Teas of Ceylon or Indian origin 
All other kinds 

(2) Imported across the frontier of the Semirye- 
chensk Province of the Steppes, Irkutsk or the 
Amur : — 

Black bohea^ flower green and gelloio 

(3) Imported through the Customs House of 
Irkutsk or westward across the frontier of 
SiVievia or of the Steppes or the Semirye- 
chensk ; — 

Tea in bricks 

Tea in tablets of the Russian 7nann/acture 
For consumption as tea 
For the manufacture of theine 
Imp)orted directly from a country out of Europe 
Imported from European entrepots 

Tea imported from European country or shipped 
in a Euroxieaii Port will pay an additional duty of 
I Black tea 
Black tea dust 

Other tea ad valorem 

' White tea 
All other tea 


Per lb. 
Rs. A. P. 
.080 
.17 3 

. 1 6 3 


12 0 


... 0 2 7 

.. 0 10 7 

..014 
.. Free. 
..090 
.. 0 11 9 

..066 

...0 0 2 

.. 0 3 9 

..060 
45 per cent. 
...0 7 0 

.043 


United Kingdom 

Sweden 

Norway 

Denmark 

Holland 

Belgium 

Portugal 

Italy 

Austria- Hungary . . . 
Greece 

Turkey ad valorem*,* 
Hgypt ad valorem*** 


Per lb. 


Per lb. 

Rs. A. P. 


Rs. A. P. 

0 5 0 

British East Africa 



ad valorem*** 

10 per cent. 

0 8 0 

British Colonies and terri- 



tories in South Africa ... 

0 4 0 

0 12 0 

Canada 

Free. 

0 4 0 

United States 

Free. 

0 2 8 

Argentine Republic 

0 4 4 

Free. 

Chile 

0 6 6 

18 6 

Ceylon 

0 4 0 

0 11 0 

China ad valorem**. 

5 per cent. 

0 9 9 

Straits Settlements 

Free. 

0 19 

Australia 

Free. 

8 per cent. 

New Zealand 

Free. 

8 per cent. 
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Fertilizers. 

In the course of his seventh annual report (for the year 1905-06) the Agri- 
< 5 ultural Chemist to the Government of Mysore refers to various analyses of oil 
cakes and other fertilizers and makes the following remarks as to certain 
manurial preparations : — 

Prawn Skins . — The only sample received this year is badly adulterated with 
sand, being mixed with nearly its own weight of that material. The only other 
sample analysed in this Laboratory was received some years ago. It had 4*47 
per cent, sand and was fully 50 per cent, more valuable than the sample analys- 
-ed this year. Evidently tliH agents offering the prawn skins (of which I receiv- 
ed a sample this year) considered the fertilizer to be very much more valuable 
than it really is. At any rate they charged per unit of nitrogen and phosphoric 
acid more than double the price in this fertilizer than these ingredients can be 
bought for in bone meal. These prawn skins were said to contain 7 per cent, 
of nitrogen and 7 per cent, of phosphoric acid, quantities very much above those 
actually found in the sample received. 

Bone Meal . — This is undoubtedly a fertilizer in which both the nitrogen and 
the phosphoric acid are sold at a very low price per unit in India. It has al- 
ways been admitted that the nitrogen in bone meal is in an available form. But 
as to the value of the phosphoric acid contained in this fertilizer, there is some 
difference of opinion. Experiments conducted by some of the leading German 
Agricultural Chemists place the value at little above that of mineral phosphates, 
which are, when in the undissolved condition, practically valueless as fertilizers, 
while the experiments conducted in .Japan give it a very much higher value. 
Observations made in India also differ materially. As stated in another part 
of this report .... a sample of coarse bone meal applied on the surface under a 
covering of leaves disappeared in less than a year. While another sample of 
coarse bone meal buried deeply was dug up after 28 years. The composition of 
the latter, .is given. .As will be noticed, this sample still contains nearly half 
its percentage of nitrogen. Evidently neither the phosphoric acid nor the 
nitrogen is readily available when the bone is buried deeply in the soil, and 
the whole question needs further investigation. This investigation is all the 
more desirable, as the ingredients of plant food contained in bone can be 
bought comparatively cheaply in that form, and as owing to the high per- 
centage of iron and the very low percentage of lime in the Mysore soils, super- 
phosphates may not give relatively as good results in Mysore as have been 
obtained elsewhere. 

B<me Char . — This substance, which is a waste product from the sugar re- 
fineries, is generally considered to be very inert. It has been tried on coffee 
estates and has been dug up (though originally it was buried only a few 
inches) after seven or eight years in very much the same condition as it was 
put in, Even at Rs. 1-7-1 per unit, or even half that price, it is not likely to 
prove a valuable fertilizer. In Europe it is now principally used for making 
superphosphates. But to use it at a profit for this purpose, necessitates a 
cheap supply of sulphuric acid. 

Ammonium Salts and Nitrates . — It is only necessary to glance at the price 

per unit of nitrogen to realise the great variations which exist in the prices 

charged for these “ artificial ” fertilizers. The chief reason for this is no doubt 
that, apart from saltpetre (in which both the nitrogen and potash are quoted at 
a low price) there is as yet little demand for these fertilizers ; and relatively 
high prices are charged by some firms to compensate them for having to keep 
these fertilizers in stock a considerable time .... In calculating the price per 
unit of potash and nitrogen in saltpetres, the nitrogen has been considered 
to be three and a half times more valuable than the potash. 

Basic Slag is a by-product in the manufacture of steel which, although it 
contains a high percentage of lime, is comparatively easily available and is 
ranked next to superphosphates in this respect. It is free from the objections 
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which may possibly be raised against superphosphates, that owing to the high 
percentage of iron in the Mysore soils, there may be some danger of the pho- 
phoric acid of superphosphates becoming rapidly insoluble, and that owing to 
the acidity of superphosphates, they may have some injurious actions on soils so 
poor in lime as those of Mysore. Whether superphosphates actually have these 
drawbacks, has not yet been determined. But whether they exist or not so 
far as superphosphates are concerned, they certainly do not apply to ba-^ic slag. 
In basic slag the fineness of the material is a very important factor. The more 
finely it is ground, other things being equal, the more readily available it is. 

Superphosphates. — . . . .All the samples presented a good appearance No 

doubt when sulphiiric acid can be produced cheaply enough in India, super- 
phosphates will also be manufactured on a much larger scale than at present. 

Bone Superphosphates, — The last four samples on the list were prepared by 
treating bone meal with various quantities of acid sulphate of potash in solu- 
tion, as recommended in para. (53, page 46 of my report of last year. * These 
fertilizers contain nitrogen, potash and phosphoric acid and are, therefore, in 
one sense of the word, complete fertilizers. They are not, however, well 
balanced, as the percentage of nitrogen is too small, being on an average only 
about one-sixth that of the phosphoric acid. The potash varies with the 
quantity of acid sulphate used. A certain proportion of the phosphoric acid 
in the bone is made water-soluble, which of course increases its value. But 
it requires practical tests in the Pot-culture house to determine if the acid 
nature of the bisulphatc of potash has been sufficiently reduced by this treat- 
ment to make it harmless. If such is not the case, the reaction which has 
begun by simply allowing the bones to remain in contact with the solution of 
acid s dphate of potash could, no doubt, be increased by heating the mixture^ 
and possibly some practical way may be devised for doiiig this. 

Potash fertilizers. — Among these should be included ashes and saltpetre . . . . 
The figures given. . . .show that even if the nitrogen is -disregarded, the potash- 
is no more expensive fin saltpetre] than in the form of muriate or sulphate of 
potash. 

Kainites, — In these the unit of potash is very expensive, running up to 
Ks. 5-1 3-5 per unit, a price more than 50% above that at which potash could be 
bought ill other fertilizers. But even at that high figure, there is little profit in 
it for the firm which imported that particular shipment on account of the very 
limited sales they have had. But it is absolutely useless to import Kainite or 
any other fertilizer if after it arrives such a prohibitive price has to be charged 
for it that it would be foolish for any one to buy it. 

Sulphate of -Included under this head is a fertilizer just placed on 

the market called “ Stanos’ Sulphate of Potash.” It is .sold at a price decided- 
ly lower than the imported sulphate, and if the supply is constant and the 
quality and price remain in the same relation with the imported fertilizer as^ 
they stand now, there ought to be a good demand for this fertilizer in time. 

Ashes . — In last year’s report,. . . .reference was made to TMntmna ash^ and 
in their review of last year’s report. Government directed that a sample of 
Lantaua ash be analysed. The sample of Lantana ash was prepared some years 
ago from Lantana grpwing in this compound. .. .Unfortunately the green 
Lantana stem, branches and leaves contain only about 2% of ash. But, not- 
withstanding this, the high value as a fertilizer these ashes possess ought 
to help very materially in keeping down Lantana in districts where there 
is a demand for a potash fertilizer. Paddy husk ashes are generally considered 
to be of very little value. But they are by no means the poorest sample of 
ashes analysed in this Laboratory, as they contain 1'57% of water-soluble 
potash. And the fact that paddy husks contain a high percentage of ash 
(those analysed here contained 21*6%) should make them comparatively 
plentiful where paddy husks are used as fuel. 
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RUBBER. 

The Rubber-Planting Industry in Ceylon. 

IT8 Prhsknt and Prospkcts. 

(]iy Mr. John Ferguson, c. m. o.) 

The cultivation of rubber-yielding plants (chiefly of the Para variety, or 
“ Ilevea brasiliensis) has attracted much attention in Ceylon during the past 
few years and i' is now estimated that there are from 115,000 to 120,000 acres 
planted with Para (iiiainlyj, Castilloa, Ceara or the Landolphia vine — against 
about 390,000 acres under tea ; 34,000 planted with cacao and about 680,000 
acres under the oocoarmt palm, the last mentioned chiefly in plantations and 
gardens owned by natives. Although rubber trees were shewn to grow well and 
yit'ld profitable returns in the local llotanic Gardens, well-nigh 20 years ago, 
and a rubber planting manual was locally published, tea occupied attention so 
greatly then that very few planters touched rubber before 1901, up to which 
year 2,500 acres in all were planted ; by 1904 this was increased to 11,000; 
early in 1905 to 25,000 acres, and then came the “ rush” which has led to 
about 120,000 acres being planted by the middle of 1907- As there has been a 
similar development in the Federated Malay 'States ; while in India, 
Ihirmah Java and Borneo (apart from East and West Africa, Mexico, &c.) a 
considerable start has been made in rubber planting, some authorities hold 
there is now some risk of “ over-production,” considering the supplies of wild 
rubber still remaining in South and Central America and in Africa. On 
the other hand the uses to which rubber can be applied have so 
multiplied, the demand for motor-car and cycle tyres so increased, 
and the prospect so good of the application of rubber to paving in residen- 
tial squares and even public streets if only the price was less, that other 
good authorities think a profitable demand is sure to equal the supply 
for many years to come. In the case of the Ceylon planter, it has 
been demonstrated that he can begin to harvest rubber safely when his trees 
are 6 years old, the yield increasing annually as a rule, each tree judiciously 
planted giving from I to 2 lbs, prepared rubber worth (at present) 4s. to 5s. a lb. 
— 150 trees say to an acre yielding a crop worth .£30 to J660 per annum, accord* 
ing to age, at a cost of i*7-10s. to .£10 ; whil i the capital outlay on a plantation 
under favourable circumstances, for the first 6 years including cost of land, 
should not exceed £30 per acre in all. In this way there is the possibility of 
all expenditure being got back by the clo.se of the 8th year. Such is the result 
of the actual experience in a small way up to date, for the total Ceylon annual 
exporU have hitherto only been rising slowly from 2,7921bs in 1898 to 77,2l2lV)s. 
in 1904 ; but rising to 168,547lbs. in 1905 ; 327,000lbs. in 1906 and probably over 
650,000 lbs. or say 300 tons, for 1907. When it is realised that the world’s con- 
sumption of rubber is about 6.), 000 tons per annum, it will be seen that 
even if we add 600 tons for the Malay States’ Export this year, the total 
is only a drop in the bucket so far — or for some years to come. The 
risks before the Ceylon planter have reference to disease in his trees 
(especially where largo areas have been rapidly planted); to a possible insuffici- 
ency of labour ; and occasional unfavourable climatic conditions. It must be 
remembered too that in tropical cultivation, it is so often the “ unexpected” 
that happens. Ceylon has had its great warnings in the past, in the complete 
failure of its coffee industry through a deadly fungus ; aud of cinchona, through 
too rapid planting, overproduction and lowering of price to an unprofitable 
limit. But cinchona bark only yielded a “ medicine,” the demand for which 
was necessarily very limited. The case of rubber in the markets of the world is 
very different, and canker and other troubles incidental to all planting have 
already been successfully dealt with, the Scientific Staff of the Peradeniya 
Botanical Gardens being ready to aid the Ceylon planter as they have already 
done mo.st successfully. To young men with some capital, and still more to 
larger capitalists who can safely take some risk, there is undoubtedly still 
icope for investment in Ceylon, although suitable and easily accessible land, 
for rubber planting is every year getting scarcer and from competition dearer, 
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Still, if experiments now being made in certain new districts prove a sue- 
cess there may be considerable additions to the available laud. Crown 
land is usually put up at 10 rupees an acre and often vises at auction to 
30 (£2) or more rupees per acre. Economically laid out, £20 to £80 more 
per acre should suffice to bring a plantation into bearing in 0 or 7 years ; 
and then if each 1 lb. of rubber only costs one shilling to produce, the investor 
can reckon for himself the margin even if the present price of rubber falls very 
considerable. To young men who wish to become rubber-planters in Ceylon 
the best advice is that they should, through a London or Colombo mercantile 
house, or an ex-Coylon resident (retired Civil Servant or colonist) get an intro- 
duction to reliable, hard-working Ceylon estate managers who would take them 
as pupils to be trained in return each for a fee (50 or more guineas perhaps) 
and cost of board. During the period of training— 1 to LJ year — the young 
planter capitalist can be on the look out for a block of land to purcliase at 
the first convenient opportunity and on which he can go to work on his own 
account when he feels himself qualified to do so. Or ho may be able^to enter 
into an advantageous partner.ship, or possibly he may prefer to take shares in 
a promising planting concern, he himself getting employment as a paid assistant 
or young manage after hi^ training has been completed. No one can specu- 
late with abKo Jto safety on what the ‘‘ rubber ** developments may be in 
Ceylon during t ic next half-a-dozen years ; but that there should be room for 
further profitable investment of capital, and scope for more young men of the 
right stamj), — not afraid of work, well-educated, temperate, athletic — is very 
reasonable to anticipate. 


The Solenoe of Para Rubber Caltivation.*’ 

Messrs. A, M. & J. Ferguson, of Colombo, have published a book under the 
above title. It contains 100 pages of literary matter and several photographic 
plates. It contains six lectures and papers by Mr. Herbert Wright. We 
quote from the preface: — 

“ The whole series, as here collected, forms an interesting and valuable treatise 
on the subject of the cultivation of Hevea brasiliensis,” and is presented in a 
convenient form which, we think, will prove useful to planters and others. 
The continually growing importance of the Rubber Plantation Industry 
justifies the publication of this collection containing, as these papers do, the 
most reliable and up-bo dabe information on the subject.” Not only is Pard rub- 
ber dealt with, but also Ceara, Castilloa, Funtumia and the various rubber 
vines and plants of Africa, America and the East. 


Seminal Vacation in Hevea Braeillensia. 

On the site of the old Gardens in Trinidad are two mature trees both deter- 
mined as Hevea brasiUensis, These trees yield rubber distinctly different iu 
colour and tensile strength, one giving rubber of a distinctly yellow caste, while 
the other affords material liaving a white or transparent appearance. Speci- 
mens of each of these are shortly to be examined and reported upon. 

It has also been noted that young trees in Trinidad differ very considerably 
in their leaf characters, which fact can only be ascribed to seminal variation. 
These differences will probably be found to have an important bearing on the 
cropping powers, and the quality of rubber produced by individual trees ; 
and therefore the auality and yield per tree, must be made on the 
averages of whole fields and not Upon the yield and quality of rubber produced 
by single specimens. This fact probably accounts for the buyers finding 
considerable difference in the quality of many small samples. 


Quick to realize the error of its ways, the Ceylon Legislative Council adopted 
on the 29th ult. a resolution rescinding the following motion passed at its 
meeting on May 22, 1907 : — ** That this Council resolves that a customs duty 
of eight cents per pound be levied, as from the 22nd day of May, 1907, upon 
coffae imported into the Island.'* 
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Popularisation of Coffee. 

^Vriting on the ‘21st June, Mr. .lohri C. Sanderson said 

“ I duly received your letter ot‘ the 2r)tb April and so far I regret that I am 
without any further nows from you respecting the action the planters of 
Southern India may be disposed to take with regard to pushing the scliemo 
for popularising coffee. Ui\ Rees, M. P., gave notice on the 18th instant to 
the President of the Board of Trade that he would ask a question in connection 
with the decline in the consumption of colTcc. For your information, I enclose 
a printed form showing that que.stion.” 

[Mr. Roes, — To ask the President of the lioard of Trade, whether he is 
aware that the progressive decline in the consumption of coffee in this 
country is to some extent at lea.st due to the practically unchecked 
use of eliicory ; whether ho can see his way to so amend the Law as to 
provide that when the quantity of chicory in a mixture exceeds in 
quantity the coffee contained in such mixture, it shall be labelled 
chicory and coffee, the former word being printed in larger type, and, 
where coffee predominates, the word coffee being printed in larger 
type, or whether he will introduce legislation requiring the use of a 
label specifying the proportion of coffee and inferior substances con- 
tained in every admixture for sale.] 

“ The replies which Mr. Rees received from the President of the Board of 
Trade are as under 

“ Mr, John Burns,— My Right lion. Friend has asked me to reply to this 
question. 

“ I am aware that allegations are made to tlie effect stated in the first part 
of the question, but 1 am not able to state how far they are correct. 

“ I have received representations to show that the present state of things as 
regards the sale of mixtures of coffee and chicory is not satisfactory, and 
I have noted the matter for investigation. I may point out that it was to 
some extent considered by the Select Committee on Food Products Adultera- 
tions in 1896 who, however, did not sec their way to make any special recoin- 
inendation on the subject. 

“ SuppleiH/ental. 

“ Mr, Re€S,—l^ my R. H. Friend aware that this is a matter of great import- 
ance to the public, which can hardly buy pure coffee and to our fellow subjects 
abroad who grow the berry ? 
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‘‘ Mr. J. Burns. — Yes, Sir, I have much sympathy with the views expressed 
by my lion. Friend.” 

Annual Meeting, 1907, 

Dr. Lehmann has kindly promised to address the meeting. 

The Hon. Secretary, Central Travanoore Planters’ Association, has given- 
notice of the following resolution — 

My Association wish the following resolution to be added to the agenda 
paper of the forthcoming meeting of the U. P. A. S. I. under the head 
ing of Finance : — 

That the Central Travancore Planters* Association propose that the subs- 
criptions to the U. P. A. 8. 1, shall, in future, be raised on an acreage 
basis as being a more businesslike and satisfactory arrangement than the 
present method of collection, and that due notice be given to the other 
Associations of this resolution. 


In view of this resolution it is specially important that delegates sliould come 
to the Annual Meeting prepared with the latest returns of local acreage. 

The South Mysore Planters’ Association has given notice of the following 
resclutioii 


SoiKNTiFic Officer. 


That in view' of the valuable financial support promised by the various 
Southern Indian Associations who have reported on the matter and the 
urgent need of a Scientific Officer to advise and help the various bran- 
ches of the planting industry in S. India, the U. P. A. S. I. do approach 
the various Governments for financial assistance to enable the project 
to be carried through at an early date. 

The Ceylon Tea Duty. 

With reference to the joint letter on this matter addressed to them by the 
District and Branch Tea Association of India, which has now been received, 
the General Committee of the Indian Tea Association (Calcutta) have expressed 
their thanks to the U. P. A, S. 1. for the interest taken in their efforts to 
have the Ceylon Import Duty abolished. They have decided to forward a 
copy of the joint letter to Government with the request that the consideration 
of the whole mathu* should be referred by the Government of India to the 
Secretary of State, and they hope that this renewed action will meet with 
success. 

The following is a Dpy of the General Committee’s letter to Government, 
dated 16th July : — 

1 am directed by the General Committee of the Indian Tea Association 
to imaiii address the Government of India with reference to the corres- 
pondence ending with your letter No. 9495-165 dated 4th December 1906, 
on the subject of the duty levied on teas imported into Ceylon. 

In this letter referred to it was mentioned that, in the opinion of the Right 
Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies, the question of 
removing the restrictions on the imports of Indian tea into Ceylon could 
not be conveniently re-opened at that time. This decision has given 
great disappointment to those engaged in the tea industry of India, who 
have long felt that, in the interests of Ceylon as well as of themselves, 
the duty should be abolished ; and a joint memorial from all the District 
and Branch Associations, dated 20th May 1 907, has been submitted to 
this Association, urging renewed action. I beg to enclose for the infor- 
mation of Government, a copy of the joint memorial, from which it will 
be seen that the signatories ask that the question should be submitted 
to the Secretary of State, through the Government of India. 

In forwarding this memorial, the General Committee do not propose to 
reiterate the facts and arguments which they have submitted for the 
consideration of Government in the course of the correspondence od 
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this matter. Their position has been explained already at length, and I 
would refer you in particular to their letters No. 1246-0, dated 2:ird 
November 1901, No. 692-0, of 10th September 1904, and No. 882-0, dated 
28th .lune 1906. The General Committee venture to express their belief 
that the feeling of opposition to the import duty is becoming gradually 
stronger in Ceylon, and they trust that, in view of the joint memorial 
submirled by the District and Branch Associations, the Government of 
India will refer the whole question again to the Secretary of State for 
India. 

Commission on Money Order. 

Madras Chamber of Commerce have given full support and promised to 
address the Director-General of the Post Office in India. 

Bengal Chamber of Commerce asked for a copy of the above officials* 
reply, which was sent to them. 

Bombay Chamber of Commerce “ have carefully gone into the matter, and 
are of opinion that the proposed reduction would not be advisable under 
existing conditions.” They cannot support the U. P. A. in the matter. 

Burma Chamber of Commerce asked the U. P. A. 8. I. to “ move locally for 
an interchange of views between the different Chambers of Coimnerco on the 
ciuestiion. 

Madras Trades Association ) have not replied. The first named however, 

Bombay „ ,, > has, written the Wynaad P. A. promising its 

Calcutta „ ,, j support, and expressing the hope that the 

U. P. A. 8, 1. will HOW' be able to carry the matter to a successful issue. 

Bangalore Trades Association asked for copies of earlier correspondence, 
was furnished with them, and has the matter under consideration. 

Cpper India Chamber of Commerce regret that they are unable to support 
the representation to the Oirector General of the Post Office in India. 

Manuring of Tea. 

A Nilgiri Planter writes : — 

“Dr. Mann’s pamphlet recording his experiment with manuring Tea at Heele- 
aka Experimental Station will doubtless interest all of your readers who are in- 
terested in I’ea, but very little practical hclj) will be afforded to South of India 
Tea Planters, because ftnv of their estates can have “ very light and sandy soil.** 
This is the very worst soil to select for artificial manures. I would humbly 
submit that the experiments narrated ai’c of little practical value apart fro.-) an 
analysis of the drainage water in the wet season, because we know that from 
light sandy soil the leakage of nitrates in wet weather is very great. Therefore 
it w'ould have been very interesting to have been told whether the soil was 
protected with wreeds in the wet weatlier to retain the nitrates in the soil or 
was kept practically clean. Was any forking or stirring of the soil given 
throughout the season ? If so, when and how ? 

1 respectfully submit that the Report of manurial results at Hecleaka 
Experimental 8tation is too incomplete to be of any practical value to Planters. 
We are not even told how or when the treated plots were pruned. As this has 
an important bearing on the results in yield, I would respectfully suggest that 
Mr. Hutchinson initiate a similar set of manurial experiments this year, but on 
different soils, giving us all particulars of pruning given to each plot previously, 
mechanical treatment of the soil, such as weeding, forking, etc., and the treat- 
ment of soil during the rains, especially analysis of drainage water during the 
rains. My experience is that unless the soil is lamentably deficient in organic 
mutter, a large part of the manure applied to the soil is accounted for by a 
vigorous growth of weeds in the following rainy weather, which conserves a 
large proportion of nitrates which would otherwise be washed out of the soil. 

“ Would any planter in Southern India call 2 annas per bushel of really 
good cattle manure delivered on the field, a “ fancy,’* price to pay ? ” 
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MEETINGS OF DISTRICT ASSOCULTIONS. 
Wynietad Planters* Association. 

Meeting of lOfch July 1907, at Meppadi Club. 

Fresbnt. — M essrs. Abbott, Atzenwiler, Behr, Davidson Mackenzie, Malcolm, 
Parry, Powell, Trollope, West & H. Waddin^ton, lion. Secry, 
Visitor :~Mr. P C. Guard. 

Proceedings of the last Meeting were confirmed. 

Read letters from Honorary Secretary written under. instructions givan at 
last meeting. Approved. 

1251 — Mono-Bail, Read letter from Honorary Secretary and Collector’s 
reply — Recorded. 

1252 — Vayitri Magistrate's Court. Orders have been issued to erect a shed 
for horses near the Magistrate’s Court. Noted with satisfaction. , 

1253 — Money Order Commission. Read letter from Mr. E. W. Orr and 
Honorary Secretary’s reply. Approved. The Association notes with great 
satisfaction, that the CoMiiuittee of the Madras Trades Association will support 
us, and trusts that the U. P. A. S I. will now be able to carry this matter to a 
successful issue. 

125Jf. — Plague Passes. Read correspondence. The Honorary Secretary to 
obtain information asked for. 

1255 — Valuation of Timber on Darkhaat Lands. Read letters from Collector 
of Malabar, giving particulars of new procedure as to the Sale of Timber on 
Government Waste Land applied for on Darkha-it for the cultivation of apecial 
products. 

The Honorary Secretary was requested to print the particulars in full — (See 
appendix). 

Resolved that the Honorary Secretary be asked to obtain further informa- 
tion on the points mentioned at the Meeting. 

1256 — Coffee Returns Act II. of 1900. Read letter from Tahsildar enclosing 
letter from Collector of Malabar and Honorary Secretary’s reply, which was 
approved. 

1257 — Roads, Karticolam-Coorg. Bead complaint as to the condition of 
Road No. 28, Honorary Secretary’s letter to D. B. Engineer, and his reply pro- 
mising the matter shall have prompt attention. 

1258 — Cattle Trespass. Read letter from Mr. Winterbotham as to want of a 
cattle pound at Poodupardi and letter from Collector of Malabar pointing out 
that no one can be found to take charge of present Pound at fees allowed. 
Honorary Secretary’s reply suggesting that some one on the Vangeri Estate 
should be appointed pound keeper and the pound moved to or near the estate, 
The Association did not see that more could be done under the circumstances. 

Moovattie Case. Read the Honorary Secretary’s letter to Collector of Malabar 
pointing out that Mr. U. K. Romitti, 2nd Class Magistrate, Vayitri, having 
convicted a man in ease of two buffaloes trespassing on Rubber Clearing, had 
imposed a fine of Rs.lO only, that the small fines indicted make the amended 
Cattle Trespass Act, (under which the penalty has been specially raised to 
Rs.50 in this District owing to irreparable damage often done and difficulty of 
proving ownership and obtaining convictions, ) practically of little use. 

Mr. Behr produced copies of Judgment and Evidence in the case, from 
wbicli it appears Mr. U. K Romitti states in his Judgment. — 

The complainant cannot swear the damage he inspected was caused by 
the accused’s cattle. It is probable that the damage alleged to have been 
seen by the Writer on the next morning was caused “ by some other cattle." 

From copies of evidence, the complainant Swore, “ I can swear the damage 
was done by the very same cattle on the very same day.” The Writer swore, 
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1 saw two buffaloes grazing in the rubber cultivation, eating and destroying 
the young rubber plants The Association is advised there is no appeal in such 
-cases. The Association strongly endorses the views expressed in the Honorary 
Secretary’s letter. Pie was asked to write further to the District Magistrate on 
the matter and ask if nothing can be done in such cases where the statements 
in Judgment are directly opposed to evidence as shown by certified copies. 

1260 — U, P. A. 8, L — Mr. C. E. Abbott was elected as Delegate to go to 
Bangalore Meeting next month. 

1261 — U, P, A, S. JT. Agendii, Labour Law. Proposed by Mr. B. Malcolm 
and seconded by Mr. A. Trollope : — 

That as Act I of 1908 appears to be working beneficially as between 
Maistrys and coolies and that as far as this Association is aware, no 
cases have been reported to show that the Act is working in any way 
harshly : the Association is in favour of no further action being taken 
in the direction of the withdrawal of the Act, but continue to press 
for necessary amendments. 

Amendment proposed by Mr. H.Waddington, seconded by Mr. H. Atzenwiler ; 
* That this Association is not in favour of any further special action as to the 
withdrawal of the Act at the next U. P. A. 8. I. meeting, unless it is brought 
up by other Assoi^iations. Amendment was carried. 

1263 — Small Pox, Mr. Atzenwiler complained that although there was an 
outbreak of small-pox among his coolies, he was unable to obtain the services 
of a vaccinator and no lymph was available. Honorary Secretary to address 
the District Medical Oflicer. 

A vote of thanks to the Chair terminated the Proceedings. 

1265 — Papen on the Table. — U. P. A. S. I. Circulars 36 to 89 

I. T. A. Circulars 9 A 10 
Tea Statistics No. 70 
Letter from Mr. Ralph Taylor. 

(Signed) C. E. Abbott, Chairman. 

(Signed) H. Waddington, Honorary Secretary. 


APPENDIX. 

Valuation & Sale of Timber on Government Waste Lands. 

Under Government Order Mis. No. 968 dated 24/4/07, Government sanc- 
tion tentatively for a period of two years the proposal to sell by public Auction 
4ihe trees on Government Waste Lands in the Wynaad applied for on Darkhast 
instead of recovering the tree value from the assignee of the land. The sales 
will be subject to the following conditions : — 

(1) That the purchaser should remove the trees within a given time, say 
4hree months : 

(2) That at the end of that time, if the purchaser has not removed the trees, 
the assignee of the land- may himself remove the trees at the purchaser’s risk; 

(8) That the sales will be subject to an upset price and be held by an officer 
not below the rank of a Deputy Tahsildar subject to confirmation by the District 
Forest Officer. 

The sale of trees on the above conditions will be permitted only in respect 
of lands applied for for the cultivation of special products, such as Tea, Coffee, 
Rubber, Pepper, etc., and applications for lands under the niles will be dealt 
with by the Collector himsell alter ascertaining from the District Forest Officer 
that there is no objection to the removal of the trees from a forest point of 
view. 
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Central Travanoore Planters’ Assoolation. 

The Quarterly General Meeting of this Association was held at Pambanaar, 

on July 18th, 1907. 

Present. — Messrs. H. S. Holder, (Chairman), D. McArthur, J. A. Bichardson^ 
W. H. G. Leahy, E. S. Stephens, R. Boissier, W. Graham, 
F. Bissett, H. C. Westaway, J. fl. Kenyon, and A. H. Mead, 
(Honorary Secretary). 

At the commencement of the meeting the Chairman said : — 

Gentlemen, 

Before proceeding to the business of the meeting, it is my very sad duty to- 
allude to the death of Mr. J S. Sealy, which occurred in Sydney on the 13th 
June last. 

Mr. Sealy was at one time a planter in these hills and afterwards for many 
years lived amongst us as our District Magistrate. He will be rernelnbered 
by many here to-day, and 1 invite you to join in recording an expression of 
profound regret and deep sympathy with Mrs. Sealy in her bereavement. 

The proceedings of last meeting were taken as read and confirmed. 

Bead letters to Financial Secretary recashing of cheques at Peermaad 
Trea*sury and replies to same : — Noted with satisfaction. 

Read letter to the acting Durbar Physician asking him to inform the 
Association on what scale the Sub-Assistant Surgeon, Peermaad, is allowed to 
charge. 

Resolved. — That it is highly important that this point be definitely settled,- 
as charges have been made in the last few months on 3 diiTerent scales, and 
that the acting Durbar Physician be again requested to give the information 
required. 

Read letters from Dr. A. M. Jacob, Sub- Assistant Surgeon (on leave) and 
Dr. T. K. Vergliese (acting) on subject of June subsidy. 

Resolved. — That Dr. A. M. Jacob is not entitled to June subsidy and that 
June subsidy be paid to Dr. T. K. Verghesc. 

Read Report of District Road Committee : — 

Resolved, — That the District Road Committee be thanked. 

U. P. A. 8. I, Agenda, — Read draft agenda of U. P. A. S. I. 

Resolved that the following resolution be sent to the Secretary, U. P. A. S. I. 
to be included in the agenda of the forthcoming meeting ; and that the 
Secretary be requested to give due notice of the same to the other Associa- 
tions : 

'*That the Central Travancore Planters’ Association propose that the 
subscriptions to the U. P. A. S. I. shall, in future, be raised on an acreage basis 
as being a more business-like and satisfactory arrangement than the present 
method of collection.” 

Bcmgalore Delegate, — Mr. Bissett proposed that Mr. J. A. Richardson 
should represent the Central Travancore Planters* Association at the Annual 
Meeting of the U. P. A. S. [. to be held on 19th August 1907, and that the 
usual allowance of Bs.l50 towards the delegates’ expenses be voted. Carried 
unanimously. 

Proposed from the Chair, — “ That this Association do not object to their re- 
presentative acting for the Mundakayam Rubber Planters* Association if re- 
quested to. Carried, 

Resolution by Mr. H. D. Deane was withdrawn. 

Government Buildings^ Aruday. — Resolved that the Honorary Secretary do 
write to Government on the subject. 

District Fitter Scheme, — Accounts of the above were submitted to the 
meeting. 

Resolved : — That the Fitter is only entitled to batta when unable to get baok- 
to Pambanaar for the night, and that the blacksmith’s batta be 4 chuokrams. 

With a vote of thanks to the Chair, the meeting closed. 

A. H. Mead, Honorary Secretary^ 
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South Mysore Planters* Association. 

Minutes of Special General Meeting of the South Mysore Planters* Association 
held at Saklaspur, on 11th July, 1907. 

Pbbsbnt. — M essrs. J. G. H. Crawford, (President), W. L. Crawford, T. Ander- 
son, Capt., E. C. Forster, J. G. Hamilton, C. K. Pittock, 
S. Sladden, W. H. DeSalis, R. Taylor, R. F. Lamb, (Hon. Secy). 

Coffee Popularisation. — The various circulars from the Secretary of the 
U. P. A. S. 1. regarding the proposal of the Special Committee appointed by 
the London Chamber of Commerce to draw up a Scheme to popularise the 
use of Coffee in the United Kingdom and all the more important Markets 
having been read and discussed, 

Eksolved : — That this Association confirm the resolutions passed by the 
Executive Committee at their meeting held in Saklaspur on 
13th June 1907, and is agreeable to be taxed within the limits 
proposed by Mr. John C. Sanderson ; details of the Scheme 
to be discussed at the U. P. A. S I. Meeting to be held in 
Bangalore on 19th August. 

U. P. A. S, L Agenda. — The several items on the U. P. A. S. I. .\genda 
Paper were discussed and the Association’s instructions to their delegates 
drawn up. 

Scientific Officer. — Mr. Pittock reported the progress made with regard to 
details of promised subscriptions from the Si Indian Associations, and the 
following Ilcsolution was drawn up to be laid before the U P. A. S. I. at the 
forthcoming meeting in Bangalore : — 

That in view of the Valuable financial support promised by the various 
Soutiiern Indian Associations who have reported on the matter and the 
urgent need of a Scientific Officer to advise and help the various bran- 
ches of the planting industry in S. India, the U. P. A, S. I. do approach 
the various Governments for financial assistance to enable the project 
to be carried through at an early date. 

Arsikere- Mangalore Railway. — The action of the Executive Committee at 
their last meeting with reference to the Arsikere-Mangalore Railway was 
unanimously approved of, and it was resolved that the resolution then passed 
and since communicated to the authorities concerned and the press be placed 
before the U. P. A. S. I. with urgent representations that that body do take 
this matter up and through the Planting Member bring the urgent need of the 
Railway before the Government of India. 

Delegates to the P. A. 8. I. — The following gentlemen were appointed 
delegates to the Annual Meeting of the U. P. A. S. I. to be held in Bangalore 
on 19th August : Messrs. J. G. H. Crawford, J. G. Hamilton, W. L. Crawford, 
C. K. Pittock, R. F. Lamb. 

Delegate to the Dasara. — Mr. J. G. H. Crawford was appointed dele- 
gate to the Dasara Representative Assembly to be held in Mysore on 19th 
October and he was instructed to place before that Assembly the necessity for 
the early construction of the Arsikere-Mangalore Railway. 

Vacancy on Committee, — Mr. F. Hamilton was appointed to fill the vacancy 
on the Executive Committee. 

Gambling, — The Hon. Secretary intimated that in accordance with instruc- 
tions received from the Executive Committee, he had written to the Deputy 
Commissioners of Hassan and Chickmagalur requesting that the provisions of 
the Gambling Act be bought into force in their respective Districts. 

Mysore State Department of Agriculture, — Copies of the Seventh Annual 
Report of the Agricultural Chemist for the year 1905-06 were distributed! and 
the continued activity of this department was noted with satisfaction. 

Reservation of 50 yards near Streams. — Letter from the Honorary Secretary 
of the N. M. P, A. was read, and the Honorary Secretary was instructed to reply 
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to the effect that this Association was entirely against the reservation of 50 
yards on either side of all streams, as such reservation was utterly impracticable 
m working. 

Papers laid on Table . — 

Circular letter No. 23/07 from Secretary, U. P. A. S. I. 

Letter dated 28rd June from Mr. Seyed Amir Hasan. 

No. 3508/3600/5 from Government of India Department of Commerce and 
Industry. 

Indian Tea Cess Committee Memo. No. 208 T. C. 

Vol. II. No. 1 Memoirs of the Department of Agriculture in India “ Some 
Diseases of Cereals caused by Sclerospora Graniinicola.” 

Bulletin No. 4. Agricultural Research Institute. “ First Report on the 
Fruit Experiments at Pusa.” 

The meeting closed with a vote of thanks to the Chair. 

Coorg Planters’ Association. 

Proceedings of the Annual G'*neral Meeting held at the North Coorg Club 
House, on Thursday, June 13th, 1907. 

pRBSENT. — Messrs. C. E. Murray-Aynsley, W. A. F. Bracken, Talbot Cox, 
J. A. Graham, J. W. Irwin, C. G. Maclean, E. L. Mahon, James 
T. Morgan, .1. Green- Price, W. E. Tweedie, H. 0. Wood, W. R. 
Wright. Honorary Members : L. T. Harris, Esq., I.C.S., Commis- 
sioner of Coorg ; G. Haller, Esq., the Assistant Director of Land 
Records and Agriculture, Coorg; and A. Lambert, Honorary Secre- 
tary, C. P. A. The Honorary Secretary referred to the minutes 
of the last meeting as follows ; — 

Suj^ly Bills and encashment of same at Veerajpett Sub-Treasury. — 
The Honorary Secretary stated that he had, at the suggestion of Government, 
issued a circular letter to all South Coorg members who were at all likely to 
make use of this Sub-Treasury for the purpose of encashment of supply bills, 
with the result that a very small percentage of these gentlemen were, ap- 
parently, prepared to do so, under the condition laid down by Government. 
Under these circumstances, the Honorary Secretary considered it highly pro- 
bable that this concession would be withdrawn. 

Post Office. — This matter had been satisfactorily arranged. 

Pepper Protection. — A meeting of the Sub-Committee appointed at our last 
meeting will be held, in due course, and it is hoped that a satisfactory scheme 
will be drawn up thereat, framed on the lines of the Coffee Stealing Prevention 
Fund, and will be in force before the next Pepper Crop season. 

The Anniuil Report and Accounts were laid upon the table, and the former 
was then read out by the Honorary Secretary. 

Gemtlbmbn, — I have the pleasure to lay before you the report of our Pro- 
ceedings during the past season, and to submit for your inspection the 
accounts, of which I trust you will approve. I do not propose to occupy 
your attention for long but will merely give you a brief outline and summary 
of the principal questions which have come before us during the year now 
closing. The annual meeting of the U. P. A, S. I. was^ we were advised by our 
representatives, a most successful one, the chief subjects affecting our interests 
which were discussed and dealt with being the question of Railways in Plant- 
ing Distriotsi the appointment of a Scientific Oificer for Planting affaire, the 
adulteration of Coffee, and the Protection of Pepper from steeling, which last 
question, however, 1 regret to say, met with but lukewarm support, perhaps 
owing to the fact that there was no strong resolution on the subject laid before 
tbif meeting. Dr. Lehmann, as usual, made an able and interesting speech on 
Planting a&irs, and I consider that the hearty thanks of all Planters are due 
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to that gentleman for the intjarest he takes in, and the scientific knowledge he 
brings to bear on our affairs, and, therefore, I am very pleased to be able to 
state that I understand Dr. Lehmann proposes to resume his visits to Coorg. 
Moreover before leaving the subject of U. P. A. affairs, I should like to add 
that since our last annual meeting, we have had to welcome the advent of that 
useful little Journal, The Planters^ Chronicle^ and I hope that it will meet with 
the success it deserves, and that all Planters will do what they (;an to support 
it. As regards our proposed Mysore-Coorg-Tellicherry Bailway, we have 
to record the melancholy fact that this line has been shelved for the time be- 
ing, but we must not, for that reason, allow this very important matter to drop, 
but, on the other hand, continue to strenuously urge our claims to Bail way 
communication as occasion arises therefor. Meantime we h-ive to thank our 
Chief Commissioner, Mr. Fraser, and the Local Administration for their 
sympathetic attitude in regard to this important matter, and for the strong 
efforts they have made on behalf of our feiilway scheme, and improved com- 
munications in general ; and in this connection, we must be prepared to welcome 
the mono-rail, which Mr. Fraser gave us to understand there was some pro- 
bability of our seeing constructed between Mysore and Coorg at no distant 
date and which, though, perhaps, a poor substitute for a Railway, might yet 
lead to the construction of a regular line eventually, and meanwhile would be 
of the greatest benefit to the Province at large — taking into consideration 
our present out of date means of transport, and the grievous personal 
inconvenience which is thus caused to the residents in the Province, and 
others who wish to visit it, and the serious interference to our trade in 
which such a disadvantage involves us. Our Chief Commissioner has now 
gone Home on leave, but we hope to w;elcome him back in due course. The 
season we have just gone through, owing to the failure of the Coffee Crop, 
more especially, perhaps, in Houth Coorg, and to some extent that of Pepper, 
constitutes, I should say, quite a record bad season, and we must hope that the 
Province will never experience such another again. Meantime I think I may 
safely say that the prospects for the coming season are quite favorable in every 
way, and with a continiuinco of the improved prices of our staple which have 
been realised this year, we should go far towards compensating ourselves for 
the disastrous season just ended. The question of the appointment of a 
scientific officer for planting affairs has met with warm approval and support 
in Coorg, and we can now only hope that some sound and workable scheme in 
connection with this important matter will be forthcoming at the next 
Meeting of the U. P. A. S. 1. The protection of Pepper, which, in ray opinion, 
is one of considerable and growing importance, should be made one of the 
leading features of our new season’sprogramme of work, and treated too as a 
purely local matter, seeing that the subject appears to meet with so little sup- 
port in other quarters ; and I trust before the close of another season that by 
•our own efforts, and with the sympathetic aid of our Local Administration we 

shall have arrived at some definite conclusion in connection with this to 

many of us — weighty question. In the meantime at our last meeting it was 
resolved to form a Pepper Stealing Prevention Fund on similar lines to those 
of the Coffee Stealing Prevention Fund which has proved such a success in 
^outh Coorg, and a sub-committee was appointed to deal with the matter. Many 
other affairs of importance were brought to our notice during the year now 
closing — which, however, it is not necessary to enlarge upon here, bur roads 
continue in their usual satisfactory condition, so far as I am aware, and our 
popular and energetic Exec.-Engineoi', Mr, Parker, has gone Home on a well- 
earned holiday. We regret that the exigencies of the service have deprived us 
of the services of our Assistant Superintendent of Police, Mr. Travers- Piiiiipps, 
whose energy, tactful manner, and the skill with which he aU-ays carriecfimt 
his by no means simple duties have been much appreciated throughout the 
Province, and wo wisii him a successful career in the future. 

Mr. Sprott, our late popular and able Chairman, has, too, left ns on long leave, 
.and I muoh fear that his valuable services and sound advice in connection 
with Association matters will be greatly missed, and I hope that some day we 
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shall have the pleasure of welcoming him back again amongst us. The exploita- 
tion of new products continues to increase, rubber and pepper being, at present, 
those principally occupying our attention, and we hope tnat eventually, these 
new products will not only help to maintain but materially increase the 
prosperity of the fair Province of Coorg. The number of members on our 
list continues to keep up its average — that is, 62 members, and 2 honorary 
members — and the subscriptions for the season just closing are, practically, all 
paid. We have no liabilities, and the accounts show a balance in hand of 
Its. 188-1-7, so that I think I may safely say that our position from a business 
points of view is a satisfactory one. In conclusion, Gentlemen, I now beg to- 
tender the resignation of myself as Honorary Secretary, and the Committee,, 
and to thank those Members who by their assistance and the sympathetic* 
interest they have always shewn in our Proceedings, have rendered our task 
less arduous, and I trust that the number of such Members will keep on 
increasing for the future, since it is by the help and advice of such sup-^ 
porters that our Association continues to flourish, and constitute the rUseful 
Institution which I consider it always has been. 

(Signed) A. Lambrrt, 

Hony, Secretary i C. P. A. 

Proposed by Mr, W. A. F. Bracken, seconded by Mr. C. G. Maclean, that the 
report and accounts be passed. — Carried. 

The Honorary Secretary read Mr. Rose's letter re South Coorg Members, 
C. P. A. being empowered to vote for North Coorg Members of Committee, and 
North Coorg Members, C. P. A. to do likewise for South Coorg Members of 
Committee, and the invalidity of the present ballot to be opened at this 
Meeting for season, 1907-08 in consequence of this having been done. The 
Honorary Secretary pointed out that though, as a matter of fact, a rule to the 
effect that, in future, in balloting for the Committee, separate lists of North 
and South Coorg members be made, and that each District elect its own Mem- 
bers of Cornmittoe had been approved, and passed, it did not appear to have 
been brought into force, and as the amendment of the whole of the rules of 
the C P. A. was still under consideration, he had considered it best to issue 
the ballot papers for this season on the old lines. After some discussion, it w’as 
decided to adhere to the ballot, and accept the result of the papers about 
to be opened. On the proposition of Mr. Mahon, seconded by Mr. Maclean^ 
carried practically unanimously. 

Amendment of Btiles of the C. P. A. — The recommendations of tbeSub-Com-' 
mittee (North and South), appointed for the alteration and amendment of these, 
were generally approved, and the Honorary Secretary was asked to prepare 
and issue a new set. 

Advertisement of Coffee , — Tlie Honorary Secretary, in bringing forward this 
Subject, stated that the question of popularising the use of Coffee as a bever- 
age not only in the United Kingdom, but also in other countries, and thereby 
stimulating its sale, had been brought forward by our U. P. A. representa- 
tive in London Mr. John Sanderson, in conjunction with the London Cham- 
ber of Commerce, with a view to taking in hand a systematic propaganda in 
this connection amongst all interested in Coffee, either as producers or dealers 
in same, and all coffee-producing countries, as far as possible, and though there 
was, as yet, no pet scheme before the Planting Public, so far as he was aware he^ 
was strongly of opinion that we should give the proposal every support. The 
Honora^ Secretary then read the following letter, being his reply to circular 
letters No. 24/07 and No. 81/07 from the Secretary, U. P. A ., dealing with this 
snbieCt, whicn ran as follows ; — May 10th /07. “ In reply to your circular letters 
of No. 24/07 and 81/07 re pushing the sale and generally popularising the we 
and consumption of Coffee in the United Kingdom, I am strongly of opinion 
that we shomd do everything in our power to try and push this matteil, as^ 
much as possible, and that it should taxe precedexroe of all other Coffee ques- 
tions i^w under consideratfon by the U. P. A. S. I. and that a plebiscite of tne 
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Coffee Planters of Southern Indi^i should be taken, at an early date, with a view 
to finding out what support such a scheme would be likely to receive.” Proceed- 
ing, the Honorary Secretary spoke to the following effect, that this proposal to 
endeavour to popularise the use of Coffee was one of the best and most busi- 
ness-like ideas ever advanced in the interests of our staple, more especially in 
these strenuous days of competition and advertisement when the claims of 
every beverage — teetotal, or otherwise — are advertised, and extolled to the 
fullest extent in every newspaper, in every railway station, and public place, 
and on every hoarding, or available blank space throughout the civilised world 
— excepting those of coffee, which doubtless is, in consequence, rapidly losing 
ground as a drink amongst the peoples of the world and, moreover, seeing that 
the annual consumption of coffee in the United Kingdom did not amount to 
even f -lb. per head, and that, indeed, the masses in France, amongst whom 
until comparatively recent times Tea was practically an unknown beverage, 
were being speedily educated to its use in preference to Coffee,^ formerly the 
principal Tea total drink amongst them, it was high time that some strong 
measures were taken to try and improve the position of our staple (Coffee) not 
only in the United Kingdom and France, but in the principal countries of the 
world. Even the Brazilian Revieto in touching on the subject of the promotion 
of the consumption of Coffee states that if only Englishmen could be induced to 
take to Coffee-drinking, the problem of over production would be solved ; and in 
conclusion, the Honorary Secretary said that he thought one of the chief diffi- 
culties confronting the proposal was the question of the provision of funds and 
that in consequence, the payment of the small tax or cess which it would be 
necessary to impose upon Planters in order to provide a portion of the funds 
necessary for the working of the scheme should be made general, and therefore 
compulsory in some way, and levied upon every cwt. of Coffee exported from 
this country by them, or others either by Government or through some other 
agency, and thus not only would a much larger supply of funds be forthcoming 
from this source towards the expenses in connection with the popularisation 
scheme, but the burden of the tax would then fall upon all who exported coffee 
from this country in just proportion. The feeling amongst the members present 
was unanimous in approving of the proposal, and it may safely be assumed that 
if a sound and workable scheme were placed before the planters of Coorg, it 
would receive very strong support. 

New Members, — Mr. J. P. Green-Price, proposed by Mr. Graham, seconded 
by Mr, Maclean. Carried unanimously. 

1?he following is the result of the ballot for new Office-bearers for 1907-08 : — 

President — Mr. C. E. Murray- Ay nsley. 

Honorary Secretary — Mr. A. Lambert. 

Committee^ 


North, 

Messrs, H. F. Davy 
„ G. A. Graham 

„ J. W, Irwin 

„ C, G. Maclean 

„ H. M. Mann 
„ James. T. Morgan 
The usual vote of thanks terminated 


South, 

Messrs. E. M. Breithaupt 
^ F. W. Gerrard 

„ H. G. Grant 

„ A. H. Jackson 

„ F. Macrae 

„ R. D. Tipping. 

proceedings. 

(Signed) A. Lambert, 

Hon Secretary, C. P.'il. 


Meroara, June 18th, 1907. 
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Kanan Devan Planters' Association. 

Minutes of an Annual General Meeting held in the Munnar Club on Saturday, 
the 6th July, 1907, at 2-80 p.m. 

Frrsbnt Messrs. J. C. Abbott (Chairman), G. E. Bewley, A. F. Martin, 
C. Bell K. E. Williams, A. J. Wrfeht, J. AV. Dixon, A. J. Gwrone, 
A. H. Gerrard, J. C. Stewart, — Porteous, B. Lord, A. J. Imray, 
A. W. L. Vernede, M. C. Koechlin, W. A. Lee, II. M. Kni »ht. 
R. F. Russell, A. Yates, J. B. Ingram an 1 II. L. Pinches (Hony. 
Secretary.) 

The Proceedings of the last meeting, which had been published, were taken 
as read, 

Chairnum'8 Add/reaa — 

Gentlemen. — Before calling on our Honorary Secretary to read his report, 
there are just one or two subjects on which [ should like to make a few 
remarks. ’ 

Thanks to the improved market, the past season has been a more prosperous 
one for tea than we have enjoyed for some years, and we can only hope that 
present prices, if they don’t advance, will at least continue. There seems no 
doubt that the reduction in the tea duty during the last two years has con- 
tributed not a little to the improved position of our staple industry, and under 
the circumstances, it is a misfortune that a further reduction was not conceded 
this year. The Anti-Tea-Duty League, however, have once more started 
active work, so we may hope for a reduction next year. 

We have had the pleasure of a visit this year from the British Resident of 
Travancore, and we a?‘e glad to hear that Government contemplate building 
a Residency in the District. 

We have noted with great pleasure the appointment of Mr. P. R. Buchanan 
as a member of the Indian Tea Cess Committee, and Mr. A, F. Martin as 
Chairman of the U. P. A S. I., both these gentlemen being members of this 
Association. 

With regar Is to the Theni Bridge, I regret to say we have had an unsatis- 
factory answer from G<wernment. We are informed that owing to the 
uncertainty as regards the construction of a railway through the Cumban 
Valley, the Government are nob prepared to call upon the District Board to 
construct a road bridge over the Theni river. We had previously been in- 
formed by the District Board that owing to the certainty of a railway being 
constructed, the ■ question of a road bridge could not be considered. I think 
the matter should nob be allowed to drop and that Government should again 
be approached through the U P. A. S. 1. 

I will now ask the Honorary Secretary to read his Report. 

Honorary Secretary’s Report and Aooounts. 

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, — 

During the last twelve months very few subjects have been brought forward 
at our meetings, and rii v report will therefore be a short one. 

Theni Bridge , — At the last Annual Meeting of the U. P. A. S. I., our dele- 

f ate, Mr. Martin, very ably proposed a resolution — which was seconded by the 
^ermado Delegate and carried unanimously— that the U. P. A. S. I, should 
point out to the Madras Government the great importance of the proposed 
bridge and ask them to build it 

I regret to report, however, that the Madras Government have informed the 
U. P. A. S. I. that in the present state of uncertainty as regards the construc- 
tion of a railway through the Cumban Valley, they are not prepared to call 
upon the District Board to construct a road bridge over the Theni river. 

We do not, however, mean to take this as final, and the subject is on the 

Agenda for discussion to-day. 
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Boad . — The cutting of the new trace on the Boday-Mettii Ghat Boad has 
been completed during the year, and this important outlet is now greatly im- 
proved. The connecting cartroad from the foot of the new road to Boday 
wants metalling badly. 

As regards the cost of the new road, there is still R8.898-6-8 due to the 
-contractor, but, on the other hand, we have not yet received the promised 
grant of Rs.SOO from the Travan(;ore Government, so that the Association's 
funds are now only liable for Ra.98-5-8. As instrucied by you at the last 
“General Meeting, Messrs. Knight, Koechliii and Pinches inspected the road and 
will submit their report to you to-day. 

Shortage of Salt . — During the earlier part of the season, the District was 
greatly inconvenienced by the Hankshall repeatedly running oat of salt, and on 
the matter being brought forward at one of our meetings, you passed a resolu- 
tion, a copy of which was duly forwarded to the Excise Commissioner. 

In reply he informs us that the supply of salt for the High Range is obtained 
from the British Government, who had fixed a certain definite quantity. As, 
however, the British Government had now sanctioned an additional (piantity, 
the shortage was not likely to occur again. 

Home (vnd Ceylon Mails . — In answer to our representations, 1 believe an 
investigation has been made from Head Quarters into the unsatisfactory and 
irregular way in which postal matters were delivered in the District, but T have 
heard nothing officially from the Postmaster General, Madras, beyond an 
acknowledgment of the resolution you passed and an assurance that the subject 
would receive careful attention. 

We can, however, record a great improvement in the delivery of Home Mail 
'etters and papers. 

Travancore Coffee Duty . — For the last five years this Association has on 
and off agitated for a reduction of this duty, and it is satisfactory to note that 
the Travancore Government have at last reduced this tax from R8.‘20 to 
Rs.lB per ton 

Medical Grants . — Under instructions from your Committee, I have 
sent in an application for a maximum grant of one hundred Sircar Rupees per 
month for the Periakanal Dispensary. 

Crop . — The output of made tea for the whole District for 1906 was 
6,757,358 lbs., equaling 464 lbs. per acre, against 5,039,995 lbs., or 404 lbs. per 
acre, for 1905, 

Coffee . — 296 tons, or 2*52 cwts. per acre, were secured, against 194 tons for 
the previous year. 

Membership . — Another estate, Mankulam, has joined the Association during 
the year. 

There are now 29 Estates on the books of the Association, representing a 
total acreage of 16,052}. 

Your Committee, at a meeting held on the 1st December 1907, added Mr. 
Martin, under rule 8, to their number. 

The Accounts, which have been audited by Mr. Gwynne, are placed on the 
table. They show a credit balance of Rs.87-4-8. 

Our expenditure for the year is Rs. 1,677-1 1-9, and our income Rs. 1,306* 12*0. 

Owing to the U. P.A. S I. being in want of funds, we have paid them the 
second half of our subscription at an earlier date than usual and it has thus 
come into these accounts. The expenditure, therefore, includes Rs.260, which 
belongs to the current year’s expenditure. This together with the sum we 
have had to pay towards the cost of the Boday-Mettu Ghat Road accounts for 
the excess of expenditure over income. 

Finally I beg to place my resignation in your hands 

Mr. Bewley proposed that the Report and Accounts be adopted. 

Seconded by Mr. Lee and carried. 
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Theni Bridge — ^Bead Government’s reply to the resolutio n passed on this 
subject at the last meeting of the U. P. A. S. I. 

Mr. Bell proposed: — 

“ That this Association feels very disappointed with the rcnly of Govern- 
ment to the representations made by the U. P. A. S. I. about the Theni 
Bridge. Considering the uncertainty, which the Government them- 
selves point out, of the railway, which has been under consideration for 
very many years, ever built, and of which there is not yen the 

slightest indication, the U. P. A. S. I. be requested to again approach 
Government in the matte r.^’ 

The resolution was seconded by Mr. Koechlin and carried unanimously. 

Boday-Mettu, Ghat Road, — Mr. Knight, on belialf of the Committee deputed 
to inspect this road, then read their report, in the course of which the Com- 
mittee recommended that the portion above the new trace be now put in 
order and estimated that it would cost about R3.1,600 to do so thoroughly. 

Mr. Knight proposed : — 

That Surianalle, Periakanal, Devicolam, Gudurale and Lockhart Estates 
be cessed at one anna per acre towards the proposed alteration of trace 
on the Bodi-Mettu Road, and that the Kanan Devan Company be asked 
to give a donation of Rs.500 towards the same. 

Seconded by Mr. Gerrard. 

Mr. Koechlin proposed as an amendment to Mr. Knight's resolution. 

** That the British Government be asked to put a toll on the road, and that 
the money so gathered be spent on the upkeep and improvement of 
the road.” 


Seconded by Mr. Leo. 

On it being put to the meeting, Mr. Knight’s resolution was carried. 

Mr. Knight informed the meeting that he would give a donation of Rs.lOQ 
towards the cost of the work if the Kanan Devan Company gave the donation 
asked for. 

The Chairman proposed ; — 


** That the Government be asked to finish the deviation of trace from the 
Quatz Ridge to near the Mettu on the Munnar-Mettu Road.'’ 

Carried unanimously. 

Correspondence , — Read letter from the Postmaster General, Madras^ re 
acceleration of Home and Ceylon Mails. 

Read letter from DistriOt Magistrate re amount due Surrianalle Estate for 
work done in 1905, at the request of the District Magistrate, on the Munnar- 
Mettu Road. 

The Honorary Secretary informed the meeting that as the District Magis- 
trate informed us in that letter that road work had all been transferred to the 
D. P. W., he had addressed the Chief Engineer on the subject. 

The following were elected Office bearers for the current year. — 

Mr J. C. Abbott, Chairman. 

Mr. H. L. Pinches, Honorary Secretary. 


Committee. 


{ 


Mr. a. F. Martin, 
Mr. a. J. Imeay, 

Mr. E. E. Williams, 
Mr. H. M. Knight. 


Bangalore Delegate .—Mr. H. L. Pinches. 

AVith a vote of thanks to the Chair the Meeting terminated. 

(Signed) J, C. Abbott, Chairmcm, 

„ Herbert L, Pinches, Bony, Secretary. 
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INDI&N TEA CESS COMMITTEE, 
AdYertising in Amerioa-- Joint Fund : 19C^-07. 
Indian and Ceylon Teas. 

The following is from a report by Mr. B. Blechynden,the representative of 
the Indian Tea Cess Committee in the United States, upon the work done in 
conneotion with the Joint Fund during the year ended 31st March 1907 ; — 

General Plan. 

The general plans followed were those outlined in my letter of the 80th 
September 1904, and carried out during the year of 1906-1906 as fully detailed 
in my Report for that year. The territory covered remained the same as that 
previously dealt with, viz.^ the States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, 
Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa and Kentucky. The general newspaper advertising 
has continued in all the towns of any consequence in these States, and post- 
cards have been sent to consumers whose names were furnished to us by Retail 
Grocers through Jobbers and others. Special work has been dpne at various 
points. . . . 

Newspaper Advertising. 

The newspaper advertising described in my previous report, wherein the 
names of grocers selling India and Ceylon Teas are, wherever possible, coupled 
with that advertising, was continued, and fresh names added wherever supplied 
by Jobbers and others. There are not many places now left whore the adver- 
tisements appear without being followed by at least a few grocers* names, 
borne places still remain, however, where we have been unable to make this 
addition, owing mainly to their being in territory covered by Jobbers with 
whom we have not been so far connected. In some places we have but one 
name, in others two or three, and so on up to the large cities, where we have 
done special work, viz.^ Kansas City, St. Louis, Cincinnati and Indianapolis ; 
and hero the lists are so long that we cannot afford to publish them regularly. 

There are some wholesale houses who will not supply the names of their 
customers owing to a feeling that by disclosing these they open the way for 
rival houses to bid against them. This prejudice is confined mainly to the 
rather conservative houses who do not realize the progress India and Ceylon 
Tea has made in popularity in recent years, and that the time for getting 
exorbitant prices for them irom a few grocers here and there is fast passing 
away. Such houses, while they will not take advantage of the system them- 
selves, object to others doing so, in what appears to me rather a grudging 
spirit .... 

We secured very wide publicity for a short note on tea as a preventive to 
Typhoid, as it gave us an opportunity to bring in an allusion to India and Ceylon 
Tea. The item appeared strictly as news matter and was given special pro- 
minence owing to the heading: Typhoid Fever having been very prevalent this 
winter. 

Speoial Work. 

In my last report I described in some detail the special work in Kansas City 
and St. Louis, so will deal with this subject rather concisely. The general idea 
is to work a City thoroughly and completely and then take up another City, 
and so on. During the year ending Slst March 1906, we had in this way 
thoroughly exploited Kansas City and St. Louis. At the beginning of this 
fiscal year, Cincinnati, Ohio, was taken in band. 

I will here desciibe the course pursued in Cincinnati as an example of what 
we do in each place we take up. The regular general advertisement which 
had been running, followed by the names of a few grocers, was stopped 
and a large display advertisement five and one-half inches deep and mree 
columns wide inserted in its place. Simultaneously with the appearance 
of the advertisement the wholesale Firm we associated with us in this work 
began making a speoial effort with India and Ceylon Teas in whi 7 h their 
salesmen had the assistance of our special man, who, having done similar 
work for us elsewhere, knew what promises to make and what line of argument 
to use with the grocers. Tea is an article to which salesmen usually pay scant 
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attention as they get better results with the other lines they carry, such as 
coffee and spices. Our specialty man's business is to present an outline of 
the advertising scheme in an effective way to the Grocers and see that 
they realize its liberality and that they are not misled into false anticipations 
by salesmen themselves half informed, and anxious to get results when pushed 
by their Firm. 

The actual sale of tea is in each case made by the salesme i employed by the 
Firm. With the tea, under the arrangements made, the Firm delivered to the 
grocer one or more enamelled tin canisters in accordance with the different 
gnules of tea bought, of the make and style generally used for storing tea on 
the shelves. These canisters had the words India and Ceylon Tea” painted 
on them in legible letters and bore in addition the trade mark of the Firm .... 
With the canister the Firm sent special paper bags bearing the same imprint as 
the canisters and also carrying directions for making tea. . . . 

The Firm advised us weekly of the deliveries of tea to grocers so that the 
lists following the newspaper advertisements could be extended. A bl^nk form 
was left with the grocer, on which he wrote the names and addresses of the 
consumers uo whom he wished us to send post -cards. These were accordingly 
addressed by us and posted. 

As soon as the list of grocers to whom delivery of tea had been made was of 
sufficient length, we changed the form of the advertisement in the newspapers 
by inserting under the display head the names of the grocers, running these in 
a three column space. On concluding th- special work in Cincinnati the single 
column form of advertisement was again reverted to, with matter in special 
type, and this continues to run there. . . . 

This system of work was continued patiently until Cincinnati itself and the 
adjoining towns where the City newspapers circulate had been thoroughly 
covered, by which time some 400 grocers’ names were appearing in our adver- 
tisements and we had received the names of some 10,000 consumers and had 
sent x>ost-card8 to them. 

The same system was pursued in other Cities, viz,^ Hamilton (pop. 24,000), 
Dayton (pop. 85,500), Springheld (pop. 38,000,) Indianapolis (pop. 169,000) and 
some smaller places. Cincinnati has a population of some 825,000. 

In accordance with the regular system I had a considerable number of 
Cincinnati grocers visited and small samples of India and Ceylon Tea purchased 
from each of them. Tlie results were entirely satisfactory, as in no case was 
China or other tea substituted for the kind asked for. I have recently extended 
this plan by sending a second specialty man recently engaged to re visit the 
Cincinnati grocers with the two -fold object of reporting on how the teas are 
moving and encouraging the Jobbing Firm to follow more closely the work we 
jointly did during last Summer and Fall. I am very pleased with the result in 
both directions. The reports I have received deal with so many individual 
cases that I am unable to tabulate them in any intelligible way ; but they can be 
summarised by saying that the larger stores, run by intelligent men, have no 
complaint to make as to the way the tea has been moving. Many have given 
repeat orders independently, in not a few cases, to different Jobbers. Out of 
the 102 stores re-visited in Cincinnati itself, 41 took the opportunity of giving 
further orders, taking 1,600 lbs. of tea, or an average of say 36 lbs. each. The 
smaller stores in mgny cases^have not had good results, but there are very few, 
even of those, that have returned the tea as unsaleable. 

The re]>orts also confirm my previous conviction that the general advertising 
of India and Ceylon Teas makes the introduction and sale of packets of these 
teas easier than it is in places where no such work has been done. 

Samples of Tea* 

In last year’s report (para. 22), I referred to having made arrangements to 
distribute some 18,000 samples of tea to consumers in St. Louis, and explained 
that, although this Was a part of the programme for the season, I had been un- 
able to carry it through during the year ending March 81st 1906. 

The samples were finally all sent by mail to the addresses of consumers fur- 
nished to us by grocers. The tea was contained in a cardboard box or carton, 
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on which was printed simple directions for making tea. A small tin spoon or 
scoop was placed in each box, as a measure, to show the quantity to be used for 
making two cups of tea. The carton with contents was enclosed in a cloth bag 
to which was affixed a tag bearing the address ; on the reverse of the tag the 
name of the grocer who supplied the consumer’s name was stamped underneath a 
printed notice that if the addressee was not found, the sample was to be returned 
to the grocer. The tagging, addressing, affixing the stamp, ctc.^ occupied a 
good deal of time as such operation had to be carefully done; so that while con- 
sumers should be reached, the grocers who had co-operated should share in 
the benefit. . . . 

This sample form of advertising is to my mind one of the best that can be 
adopted, provided care is taken that consumers who find that the tea suits 
them can, without difficulty, obtain a supply at some store close by. 

As we have pursued so many different forms of active work in St. Louis, it 
is not possible to measure the result given by any one of them, and I am there- 
fore, unable to show figures for my faith in samples. All that I can say is 
that the use of India and Ceylon Teas is growing and Jobbers now handle 
chests where they formerly handled pounds. 

I have arranged to distribute some 25,000 samples in the same way in Cin- 
cinnati and its immediate neighbourhood and in Indianapolis. The sample 
will this time be a little smaller, and a much better article in the way of a spoon 
or measure will be used. The distribution of samples has been delayed again 
this .season owing to difficulties with the manufacturers of spoons and other 
causes. . . . 

The new tea-scoop is a very much superior article to the one we first used 
f was induced to get up something superior this time, as I had found froin 
experience elsewhere that a good plated scoop was taken up by our friends with 
great avidity and considered an especially good and attractive form of adver- 
tising- Apart from it being a permanent advertisement, the general feeling is 
that it will be valuable in educating people to use a moderate quantity of tea 
the practice of half filling a tea pot with leaf having boon generally acquired by 
users of China and Japan Teas. This has, of course, been one of the obstacles 
to a rapid increase in the use of the heavier teas of India and Ceylon. 

Post Cards. 

The Souvenir Post Cards we have been using have been described in my 
previous Report. The 40 to 50 thousand we had on hand at t]u beefitming 
this season has been exhausted. The printers who undertook to brintr out a 
new one for us had the order in hand some four months. They were hampered 
by a general strike of lithographers extending all over the United States and 
Canada, but ultimately tendered delivery. The work had been so badly exe- 
cuted that, notwithstanding our necessities. I was compelled to reject the cards 
and place the order with a firm in New York which, havijig given in to the 
Union demands, is equipped to give delivery of good work promptly. The order 
is for 160,000 cards and their cost is estimated for in this year’s expense. 

Label Parade. 

A label parade was held in St. Louis in October during the “ St. Louis Home 
Coining Week,*’ an undertaking with the professed aim “to call attention to the 
manufacturing and business strength of St. Louis.” A great deal of expense is 
incurred on those occasions, and though observers may often think there is an 
inadequate want of taste and effect, the main purpose, that of attractin<^»- great 
crowds before which reproductions of brands, labels and trade marks can be 
displayed, is thoroughly achieved. On this occassion there was 125 “floats ” in 
the procession from most of which some advertising matter, or the article 
^vertised itself, was given way. Under arrangement with an active Coffee and 
Tea Jobbing House here, we arranged for the distribution of a “Souvenir Badge*^ 
which was exchangeable for a sample of India and Ceylon Tea at the Grocery 
Stores in the City. The badge was of colored card-board circular in fonii and 
about three inches in diameter with a loop of twine to suspend it from the button- 
hole. It bore on one side the equestrian figure of St. Louis with the motto “ To 
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the Front, the recognized symbol of the City, and was inscribed as being a 
Souvenir of the occasion, with the oonipliments of the Firm in question. On 
the reverse the fact was stated that the badge was ''good for*' a ten cent, can 
of a certain brand of India and Ceylon Tea. Ten thousand of these cards were 
given out from a float carrying a large model of the design used on the packet 
tea is question, as we counted on a large proportion going to non-residents, 
others being retained as Souvenirs of the occasion, the collection of Souvenirs 
being a common fad, and general waste in various ways. In all 728 only have 
been redeemed so far, and as the parade took place six months ago, this return 
of 7 per cent,, is probably all we will see. This illustrates the great difficulty of' 
estimating how a scheme will work out, and why advertisers always figure on a 
low percentage of returns from any single form of advertising. 

Packet Teas. 

While the system of direct grants-in-aid to packet Tea Firms has not formed 
part of the programme of this Fund, we have continued to maintain the most 
friendly relations with these most valuable allies, who work indemndently 
upon their own lines to push India and Ceylon Teas. We have mstributed 
through some of these friends a number of Show Cards and Post Cards, which 
they imprint with their own marks, brands, or other matter. In some cases 
we have presented tea scoops bearing their names or designs. 

We have on occasion worked directly with one or another of the Packet 
Houses for certain special reasons. Prom one of these deals we obtained some 
rather interesting results. Three places were selected!. M.andO. In two of 
these towns the brand in question was advertised in the daily papers, and in 
the third town advertising was confined to deinonstnitions and extra efforts 
were made there with salesmen I have been unable as yet to get any reliable 
data in respect of one of the small towns, but in the other two instances we are 
able to make comparisons. The population of M. is about 365,000, that of O., 
about 108,000, yet against every potind of tea sold in M, about 2| Ib^. were 
sold in O. In other words, if the sales in M. are taken as equal to 100, the actual 
siles in 0. equalled 284. The conditions in each City may account for this 
wide differen e in results ; but as it is worth our own while to determine which 
from of advertising gives the best results as measurable by actual sales, we 
have now another “deaP’ running covering three different points. In one 
there will be newspaper advertising only ; in another street car advertising ; in 
the third the distribution of samples. Our friends have promised to keep a 
more careful record of the results in each case, but some months must elapse 
before any comparison can be fairly made. I propose placing the results of 
these trials before other Packet Finns. 

With the increased general popularity of India and Ceylon Teas, a number 
of the wholesale houses have started their own packets of these teas, so that 
there arc very many packet India and Ceylon Teas^now on the market. As 
packet teas are absolutely dependent for success upon advertising, and hole- 
sale houses are not very liberal in this regard, their packet being but one of the 
many proprietary articles they carry, the large essentially Packet Firms do not 
fear the result of this competition, as their system is to advertise and force a 
demand for their brands. But the smaller firms, those that have tried to get 
their packets into the market merely by salesmanship and personal efforts, are 
less fortiAiate and are losing ground. With these smaller Packet Firms can be 
classed Bepresentatives of Firms in Colombo and London that make a specialty 
of the packet businees either on their own account or packing to the ovdei of 
Grocery Houses. Such men find local houses less willing to undertake an 
^ency business, unless there is some guarantee that money will be spent in 
advertising, and less willing to interest tliein«elves in proprietary packets they 
do not ab^Bolutely control. It is for these reasons that such visitors forpc 
erroneous opinions as to the actual development that has taken place ; for 
where they can do no business, they assume the market is bad ; and where 
they get oraers, they think it is good 

Un^r the Tea Law, certain “ Porte of Entry" were designated at which Tea 
lUjgpectore, appointed under the Act, examine all teas imported into this 



THE PLANTERS^ CHRONICLE. 185 


country. The most important of these “ Ports of Entry are New York, 
Chicago, St. Paul, San Francisco and Tacoma, corresponding to a division of the 
country into Eastern, Western and Northern States and the Pacific Slope. 
According to the Tea Inspectors’ returns during the fiscal year 1905, the imports 
of India and Ceylon Tea into New York amounted to about 10,179,760 lbs., 
equal to about 19 per cent, of all the tea imported into New York. Into Chicago 
about 2,685,920 lbs., equal to about 18 — 92 per cent, of all imported. Into St. 
Paul about 112,290 lbs,, equal to 7 per cent, of all imported. Into San Francisco 
about 752,200 lbs., about equal to 10 — 64 per cent, of all imported. Into Tacom|i 
about 868,840 lbs., about equal to 7 — 92 per cent, of all imported. . . . 

The views of the advertising Packet Houses who have established themselves 
and continue to advertise is that what they have now accomplished in St. Louis 
would have taken much longer to do anywhere else ; and tnis they ascribe to 

the work of the Fund 

Ceylon Gunpowdei* Tea. 

For some time past there has been a good deal of uncertainty atite;;idu^ tb^ 
importation of Ceylon Gunpowders, as the Tea Inspectors while passmg some 
shipments rejected others of equally good quality. Under the Regulations, teas 
rejected by the Inspectors can be brought before the Board of Appraisers on 
appeal. This is a source of delay and, while most of the rejected teas were 
finally admitted, Importers found they were unable to sell to arrive Inspection 
guaranteed,” buyers Knowing the probability of delay after arrival. This uncer- 
tainty was a check to the development of the trade here, there is a market 
for Gunpowders in this territory. We have created outlets for a reasonable 
quantity of Ceylon Gunpowders and have had the mortification of seeing China 
Teas being used instead, on account of insufficient supplies of Ceylon. Under 
the circumstances, I thought it within my province to take steps to bring the 
matter to an issue, and made the arrangements set forth in my letter of the 
24th October last to have a special lot of tea imported and sold “ to arrive in 
my territory ; so that in the event of the Inspector rejecting it, I would be in a 
position to take up the matter with the authorities, carrying it to Washington 
if necessary. 

I have in my letter of the 19tih February last fully detailed the arrival and 
rejection of this tea and the seeps taken thereafter which brought matters to 
what I thought a satisfactory conclusion. When I was last in New York I 
understood that hereafter unnecessary vexatious delays would not arise as long 
as the teas shipped are free from added dust held together by gummy substance^ 
and that the^ in other ways conform to the regulations. I communicated all 
the available information to the Ceylon Firms in New York and placed samples 
of the test shipment at their disposal. 1 have also sent pound samples to 
Calcutta for the use of those interested. 

Since my return from J^ew York I have been advised that further shipments 
of Ceylon Gunpowders have arrived and have been rejected by the Inspectors 
and will have to get to the Board of Appraisers on appeal. It is disappointing 
to find that this question remains unsettled still, but it was upon this point we 
intervened, and we are npw in a better positipn to take the matter up to 
Washington as it seems must be done ; for the Tea Inspectors appear to be 
under the direct authority of the Secretary of the Treasury. The difficulty is 
due to the Inspectors reading certain meanings into the letter of the regula- 
tions, to which they will adfiere until they have direct instructions from the 
Treasury Department. The Board of Appraisers who hear the appeals from 
the Inspectors* decision construe the Regulations differently, but have no 
authority over the Inspectors, 

The shipment guaranteed by the Fund was passed on appeal ; so our respon- 
sibility has ceased and the teas have been delivered to St. Louis and 
Cincinnati buyers, 

InHuenoe of Wofk. 

The work done durinir season 1905-1906 carried into effect plans which had 
previously been carefully considered and established the system we have since 
followed. Under the circumstances but Jittle novelty can be looked for in a 
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Report of this nature ; at the best it can only be a record of steady, continued 
and systematic effort along lines already kni»wn and approved. We have sound 
reasons for believing that excellent results are being obtained, the index of 
this being the repeat orders ” from the retail trade. Here as formerly in the 
Eastern States, some wholesale Firms are opposed to the increased use of India 
and Ceylon Teas, while others are very active in pushing them ; these latter, 
therefore, aro anxious to see us extend our operations, while the others, though 

they probably all carry some stock now, object to having their hands forced 

Within our territory there are now many thousands of Retail Stores where 
India and Ceylon Tea can be bought whose names we have on our records. 
The 1,411 grocers who have supplied us with lists of their customers being but 
a fraction of the whole. Side by side with the introduction of loose teas, which 
makes the work easier for these allies, packet teas are making progress, so that 
India and Ceylon tea in one form or the other is having wide distribution. The 
first step, that of getting the teas into the Retail Stores, is now almost made. 
The more diflBicult task remains, that of converting the great body of the 
people to take our tea in preference to those to which they have Tong been 
accustomed. Such radical changes of taste cannot be brought about within a 
few months. 


Advertising in America— Separate Fund : 1906-07. 

Indian Teas. 

The following extracts are taken from a report by Mr. R. Blechy nden, the 
representative of the Indian Tea Cess Committee in the United States upon 
the work done in connection with the Separate Indian Fund during the year 
ended iflst March, 1907 : — 

PeHod of Active Work. 

Owing to the smallness of the Fund, it was not advisable to attempt to carry 
on active operations during the whole of the twelve months for which it was 
allotted, so the plan adopted during the previous year, concentrating active 
work within a few mouths, was again followed. 

General Plans. 

In my report for season 1905-1906 I referred to the change in the conditions 
of the trade compared with the time when active work was being done with the 
Voluntary Fund under the auspices of the Indian Tea Association and ex- 
plained that these chuiged conditions made it expedient to follow a different 
plan of operations to meet existing circumstances. Briefly, importers and 
Jobbers having abandoned their attitude of actual hostility, or at the best 
passive resistance to the use of India Teas, it had become possible to reach 
and interest the retail trade through them and, through the retail trade, the 
consumers, the one class whose support it is the ultimate aim of all advertisers 
to secure, as with the consumers rests the success or otherwise of such under- 
takings as ours. 

As the results obtained from the work done in 1905-1906 had in most cases 
been eminently satisfactory and were continuing to show results, it appeared 
to me to be the best policy to follow it up on the same lines and through the 
same channels, In one instance, that of a Chain Store, where I had reason to 
think our interests had not been looked after last year as carefully as could 
have been wished, a change was made, and this concern was not included in 
our plans for this season. On the other hand, a Arm that had shown good 
results in return for a very small 'sum expended through it last year and had 
thereafter carefully followed up the work thus inaugurated was now accorded 
a much larger measure of support. . . . 

Soheme Outlined. 

The central idea of the scheme was the distribution of samples to reach 
consumers, so arranged that it should be to the interests of the jobbers and of 
the retailers to pass the samples on so as to reach the hands of those for whom 
.they were destined. The whole backed by newspaper advertising. 
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It is recognized that the handling of bulk teas on the regular lines means 
having tameet continuous and endless competition, as exactly the same teas 
may be oifered to the same buyers by rival houses. This competition is not 
only between Jobbing Houses, in whose cases the grocer is the ** buyer,” but 
between grocers, in whose case the consumer is the “ buyer.” The first step, 
therefore, was to offer some form of protection against competition which 
would cover both jobber and retailer. To this end, 1 agreed to either supply 
or pay for suitably designed and printed ** faces ” in colours, to be pasted on 
the original packages (chests or hchs.) of tea. The faces bore different designs, 
names, or trade-marks, thus converting each original case of bulk tea into a 
proprietory package. 

The matter used on the faces was printed in the same colours on show-cards 
and also upon the cartons or card-board boxes in which the samples were 
distributed. The adoption of this system gave the jobber and the retailer an 
inducement to get the samples into the hands of consumers, as, in the event of 
a demand for a given brand, it could only be bought through certain channels. 

The next step was to have some kind of check on the samples distributed 
and insure their proper use, 2 .^., their being passed on to the consumer. The 
terms made with the jobbers were aimed to secure this by allotting a given 
number of samples to each hall -chest of tea they sold under this deal ; they 
in turn making the samples the inducement for the retailer to bu}'. The 
jobber was expected to 8(3e that the samples were properly used by the 
retailer, but he could not exorcise any actual control ; and the weak point in 
the scheme was that the grocer might turn out the samples into his bins. 
While a few might do this, those inclined to divert the samples from tlicir 
original purpose were more likely to either sell them as they stood for five or 
ten cents, or give them as a bonus to customers buying other articles in their 
stores. Ill either of these cases, selling the samples or ii.sing them as a 
bonus, our object would be achieved, as a sample of straight Indian Tea would 
thus be placed in the hands of the consumer. On the whole, considering 
that the very small struggling grocer would not be likely to buy an original 
package of tea, [ am inclined to think that by far the largest part of the samples 
reaclied their intended destination in their original shape. 

While we did not provide for this being done in the general scheme, the 
offer of a sample as a bonus for the purchase of other articles is quite in 
consonance with my ideas as to their proper use, and in the arrangemenis made 
with a Chain Store concern, detailed in another part of this report, there was 
a clear understanding that they should be used in this manner. 

Details of Soheme. 

Although the central idea of the scheme outlined was generally followed, 
there were certain modifications as respects the ratio of samples to the tea to be 
sold, and other matters in certain instances, and those are dealt with sepa- 
rately in succeeding paragraphs. 

The original arrangement with the two Jobbing Houses which between them 
covered the largest territory, including the States of New York, New Jersey, 
Connecticut, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Maine and Pennsylvania, was 
based on 2 oz. samples of tea, in cartons, costing 20 cents per pound, or 2^ 
cents each sample. The samples to be allowed at the rate of fifty samples to 
each half chest of, say, 65 lbs. of tea sold. This worked out about 1-9 cents per 
pound. The territory referred to was divi<led, each firm having its own field, 
so that they would not interfere with each other’s operations. 

On the basis set forth we calculated that the two firms in question would be 
able to sell about 5,600 h-chs. of tea, or, say, 864,000 pounds and would utilize 
280,000 samples between them. 

At the time the plans were made, prior to the rise in the price of tea, all 
parties to- them were entirely satisfied that good results would follow. The 
rising market, however, checked operations, as our friends delayed looking for 
.the usual reaction. The higher prices they ultimately had to pay, and in their 
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turn demand, demoralized the entire scheme ; and finding the teas were moving 
so slowly, 1 went to New York and revised the plans. 

In readjusting things to suit the changed conditions, the principle of using 
the retail trade to distribute samples of India Tea to consumers remained the 
foundation ; but more liberal allowances had to be made for the cost of the 
samples and for the number of samples allowed to each half-chest sold. The 
latter concession had to be made to induce grocers to buy at all, on a rising 
market, a class of tea they feel they can get along without. 

The increased cost of the sample, which came to au advance of 25%, reduced 
the number of samples the sum allotted for the purpose could provide and 
reduced the volume of sales wo had calculated upon. The actual working results 
given by one of the firms in their final report was as follows: — 

Neio York, 18th May^ 1907, 

“ We report our deliveries and contracts now under orders for the ship- 
ment of India Tea, to cover your appropriation for that purpose. We 
have paid careful attention to your liberal plan and the late special 
favour of increasing the (proportion of) samples made a rush'of busi- 
ness, We figure the amount as reported in ours to you of March 16th 
as 16,000 lbs., ecjual to 128,000 samples. 

Tea sold 1,557 cases and H/C of black and green India Tea. The spoons 
took well ; the hangers were a great success ; the faces for the cases 
and 11/0 a very valuable attraction. 

It will please y<»a to know that India Tea is being asked for instead of 
Ceylon, that had the call in this section of our country. It is our 
pleasure to inform you that we never deceived a buyer by selling other 

. than India for and with your appropriation. 

The second large firm mentioned in my report of the 28rd of October 
last, the one which, as mentioned in paragraph 4 above, had given exceedingly 
good results for a small expenditure, has not done at all well. 1 am unable to 
state dofinitoly just what interfered with their plans, as they were quite hope 
ful of results to a recent date. It is possible that th^^y had not a sufficient 
stock of earlier bought teas to average prices and meet competition or were 
tempted to take their profits out of the Jobbing Market and not wait for the 
retail trades slower purchases. The following quotation from a letter from 
our other friends may here be of interest, as it is suggestive of some of the 
difficulties encountered in getting such plans as we have to enter into carried 
out effectually: — 

“ One of the very valuable features was that I had more India Tea than 
any other merchant in New York ; on a basis no one could offer at 
equal value, and I kept buying at part of the advance, so as to be 
able to meet the requirements of the India sample deal and have plans 
well laid to carry it out. We were able, having the stock we did nave, 
to trade on a basis that was apportioned and we did not take advant- 
age of the advance in the Jobbing Market, but gave our trade, as we 
always do, the benefit of our stock. We have never taken a cent 
advantage, because the samples were included, and I think this is a 
great feature for the benefit of India Te* and your plan.” 

Whatever the cause may have been our friends, the second firm, after 
printing cartons, faces and hangers, paper-ba^s, etc., and putting up a small 
number of samples, finally reported on the 16^ instant, that to that date they 
had expended about one-sixth of the appropriation and sold a disproportion- 
ately small quantity of tea .... 

PhiladalpHIa OpaMtIona. 

The scheme for working in Philadelphia was so fully and clearly set forth in 
the letter frdm the firm we arranged with there, which I made part of my preli- 
minarv report of the 2drd October, that there is nothing left for me to add by 
way of explanation* I may, however, give a brief summary here to make this 
report complete. 
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The general scheme for “faces,’* show cards and cartons was followed and 
some provision was made for special circulars to the retail trade. Instead of 
using original cases, the tea was repacked in SCKpound boxes. The grade of tea 
was higher and the samples packed in cartons cost 28 cents per pound. The 
ratio of samples to pounds of tea sold was higher than in the general scheme, 
being 80 samples to each 80-pound box. The cost worked out cents per 
pound on tea sold and they calculated to sell 69,560 pounds of tea under this 
scheme .... 

Tea Sooope op Meaeures. 

The greatest obstacle to the more rapid adoption of India Tea in this country 
is that it is so much stronger than the teas the people are accustomed to use. 
While our newspaper and other advertising has for years been aimed to 
educate customers to use smaller (j^uantities than they do of other teas we 
constantly hear the same complaint, vtz., that our teas are bitter and astringent. 
Housekeepers brought up to measure the amount of tea to put into a tea pot 
in the inverted cover of the ordinary earthenware pot, or by handsful, cannot 
be made to understand without some more tangible demonstration than can be 
given in print, that “ One tea- spoonful makes two cups.” Newspaper adver- 
tisement. printed instructions on samples, the printed instructions used by all 
the packet-tea firms, all appear insufficient. 

I had gained some experience on a reasonable scale in msing a cheap block- 
tin tea-scoop, or measure, and consulted our various friends and allies as 
to their utility. Finding all unanimously in favour of them, I gave an 
order for 100,000, later increasing this to 115,000, scoops of superior make 
and finish, electro-plated and sufficiently good to be preserved. The scoop 
is made with a wine handle at the end of which, in relief, are the words 
“ India Tea, one tea-spoonful makes two cups.** Tho bowl is circular with 
about the same capacity as an ordinary tea-spoon. Owing to its shape it 
does not lend itself to the leaf being pyramided as is possible with a tea- 
spoon. Tue scoops were divided principally amongst the firms with whom 
we made our arrangements, but were considered as outside of the deals, 
as a special form of advertising which it was desirable to get into the 
hands of consumers. 

Following our regular policy of insuring to ourselves the efforts of our 
friends, by giving them some direct benefit in return for their aid, we also 
embossed the names of the mark under which each was pushing India Tea, 
on the handle of the spoon near the bowl. I was not prepared for the very 
great demand for these scoops ; nor, indeed, had I sufficient funds to enable 
me to order as many as were wanted. However, I apportioned them to the 
best of my ability and gave 15,000 for distribution through certain New 
England firms with whom I had made no other arrangements. 

A number of the scoops were distributed through the Chain Store con- 
cern previously referred to ; and in response to an inquiry as to their value 
after a practical trial, they wrote : — 

“ I regret that I cannot give you any reliable information with regard to 
the value of the tea scoops for advertising purposes. Our experi- 
ence has been that the scoop itself is not likely to create any very 
great demand for the tea, even when the scoop is given with a 
10 cent package. My idea is that the only benefit derived from the 
use of the scoop is in the increased satisfaction that the India Tea 
will give to the customer when properly made. Only a comparatively 
few of our customers purchase the tea and obtain one of the scoops, 
and it} is, of course, impossible for us to tell whether they are making 
practical use of the scoops in measuring out the tea. 

I should say that the value of this class of advertising, like all other 
advertising, can bo determined only by the permanent results which 
are not apparent at this writing. My* personal opinion is, that the 
free saniples will yield better permanent results in proportion to the 
initial cost than any of the schemes we have tried.** 
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Tea Pi*esented to Hospitals. 

As a means of bringing India #Tea before the large n imber of Doctors and 
Nurses as well as a great number of consumers, we sent out in July (1906) half 
a chest of tea each to 45 different hospitals and similar institutions in and near 
New York. The distribution was carried out through the good offices of 
Messrs. G. C. Choi well & Co., who sent a separate letter to each of the 
institutions and obtained a(jknowledginents of delivery. . . . 

Green Tea. 

In my report of last season I gave a good deal of space to Green Tea and the 
bad effect of uncertain supplies. T regret to say that the supply this season has 
been even more irregular than it was during the previous year, and as a conse- 
<]uence some of the firms who made a good start with India Greens have been 
unable to get more of the grades they wanted and have bought Ceylon Greens 
instead, lhave before me the actual figures of throe such instances. One firm 
bought in all 226 packages, another 464 packages and the third 205 packages. 
All three of these have recently had to buy Ceylon Greens for the reason given. 

I once more beg to submit that the soundest way to build up a trade in 
India Green Teas is to get a certain number of distributing firms to take them 
up and keep thos^* supplied with the grades they require for their trade. 

The other course shipping the tea to this market to sell against Japans and 
Ceylons, means creating and meeting perfectly nimecesaary competition as, if 
the three growths are used indiscriminately, price will remain the determining 
factor. Yet no house can venture to make a specialty of India Greems and 
push them against other growths, unless they have tlic assurance of a regular 
supply 

Some General Remarks. 

I have here to point out that the distribution of samples, together with news- 
paper advertising and the distribution of tea measures, constituted the adver- 
tising scheme. The arrangements made for J )bber8 to sell tea, although 
linked to the scheme, was, from an advertising point of veiw, a special back- 
ing and supporting scheme subsidiary to advertising as such. It is by no 
means an integral part of the advertising schemes of general advertisers to 
connect thus directly with the actual sale of articles. Frequently the two 
things are disassociated and the advertising is done only to create a demand, 
which will be supplied through the regular channels. 

I bring out this point here as it may otherwise be lost sight of and the value 
of the operations generally may be appraised only upon the actual quantity of 
tea sold in accordance with the subsidiary schemes; 3 ^et it would be perfectly 
legitimate advertising to distribute samples of tea to consumers direct, had we 
the funds and organization to do this. 

It is true that the cost of doing this would be from 50 to 100% greater than 
by the method we adopted and would have lacked the advantage of insuring a 
sufficiency of India Tea being promp^ly on the spot to meet immediate require- 
ments ; but these facts only go to show that our plan was a good one and 
support the contention that the quantity of tea sold in the way of backing is 
not the measure of its value. . . , 

Conclusion. 

The separate advertising of India Tea, now that there is no general advertising 
of Ceylon Tea, has, I think, made the name of India Tea better known than 
was the case formerly. I have had reports to this effect from various quarters 
but am unable to measure their value. I have, however, seen independent 
local advertisers mention India Tea alone, or in connection with that of Ceylon 
which was not done formerly. Generally, the name Ceylon includes India so 
far as tea is concerned. 

I do not attaeh undue importance to the use of a name as the trade will 
continue to treat the two kinds, India and Ceylon, as being the same thing, so 
long as the consumer does not discriminate between them. It remains to be 
seen how this custom of the trade will be affected hereafter by the Pure Food 
La\^ Should this be more rigidly enforced, it will in effect favour Ceylon Teas, 
as British-grown Teas are more frequently described under that name alone. 
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INDIAN TEA ASSOCIATION, Calcutta. 

The following is taken from an abstract of the proceedings of a meeting of 
the General Committee held on the 9th instant : — 

Statistics of tibe Production of Tea in India. — In his letter of 14th June Sir 
James Buckingham forwarded the suggestions of his Committee in connection 
with the form which the Director-General of Commercial Intelligence proposes 
to substitute for that at persent issued to planters, and ho also sent a draft 
form giving effect to these suggestions. This draft form differs in several ways 
from that of the Director-General, and the General Committee agreed that a 
copy of it should be forwarded to him after replies have been received from all 
the District Associations and Branches to the General Committee’s request for 
an expression of their views on the Director-General’s proposal. 

ScAentific Department. — There was considered a letter of 25th June from Mr. 
Hutchinson, the Chief Scientific Officer of the Association, with reference to the 
-question of the accommodation of visitors to the Ileelcaka station Dr. Mann 
originally brought the matter up and pointed out that it was very inconvenient 
that there should be no room in tho Assistant Scientific Officer’s bungalow in 
which he could put up a visitor. The General Committee discussed the matter. 
'They were unanimously of opinion that the additional room proposed for the 
bungalow should be sanctioned, and plans and estimates were to be obtained 
as soon as possible. It was agreed also that the room should be furnished at the 
expense of the Associntion, as it would be used almost exclusively as a visitors’ 
room. 

Ceylon Import Duty. — The Committee had now before them the joint letter 
from the District Tea Associations of India urging that the time has arrived 
for actively pressing on the attention of the Secretary of State, through the 
Government of India, the injustice suffered by the tea industry here from the. 
Import Duty imposed by Ceylon on tea from India entering that Colony. The 
joint letter gives arguments in favour of the abolition of the duty and is signed 
by representatives of all tho District and Branch Associations in India. After 
discussion it was <lecided to forward the joint letter with a representation to 
the Government of India and to send a copy to the London Association. 


The General Committee of the Indian Tea Association (Calcutta) have circu- 
lated, for the information of members, copy of a letter of 27th Juno thnt has 
been addressed to the Association by Mr. Achilles Scordo, a merchant in 
Constantinople, who is anxious to enter into business relations with some 
firm of exporters. This letter states : — 

** I shall feel greatly obliged if through your good offices you will put me 
into business relations with some firm of exporters.” 1 would prefer such a 
house to be one that will deal exclusively with me and that such a house has 
or had no transactions with any other of our local tea importers. 

" I have been in the trade for over twenty-five years and so far have only 
been doing business from London. 

“ There is no difficulty about financing, as I will open a credit at any 
Calcutta Bank, and payments will be made on the spot as against the invoice 
and Bill Lading.’’ 


Mr. Consul Oarew Hunt reports that during the year 1906, 1,737,807 bags of 
Brazilian coffee reached New Orleans, valued at £8,619,258, as against 1,404,658 
bags in 1905 valued £2,997,615. Increase, 883,149 bags. The growth of the 
coffee trade at this port, he says, is due to the Southern Railways competing 
for the business of the Western States with the Eastern seaboard lines It is 
found to be cheaper to import Brazilian produce destined for tlie West 
through this port than through the Atlantic ports. Coffee is the most 
important article imported at New Orleans allowed in duty free. Farmerly 
the steamers of one line had the monopoly of bringing coffee from Brazil 
to this port at a handsome profit, but that is changed now, and hence 
stefiraers carry much of it at a large reduction in freight. 
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THE INDIAN TEA A99O0IATION, hpndon. 

The twenty- seventh annual general inieeting of the members of the Indian 
Tea Association was held at the London Chamber of Commerce, Oxford Court, 
on Wednesday, July 8. 

Mr. Sinclair MacLeay (the retiring Chairman) presided, and there were 
present— Messrs. J. Alston, A. Bryans, R. J. Boyle, G. W. Christison, Fred 
Carter, R. B. Doake, G. Henderson, J. S. Hulbert, R. Magor, Colonel A. J. 
MacLaughlin, C. I. E., J. G. MacLean, C. C, McLeod. P. Russel, J. N. Stuart, 
A. G. Stanton, (t. Seton, John Stewart, H. F. Turner, F. T. Vorner, C. Williams, 
II. B. Yuille, and Sir J. Buckingham, C. 1. E. 

The Secretary (Sir James Buckingham) having read the notice convening the 
meeting. 

The Chairman said : — 1 take it you have all received a copy of the report, and 
I am going now to propose : “ That the proceedings of the general and special 
committees of the past year be confirmed, that the report be adopted, an(t that 
the accounts as audited be passed as correct.*' f)ur able secretary hAs given 
you very ample information in the report, and I rto not propose to take up 
very much of your time in dealing with it. The crop of 1906 from Northern 
India was the largest on record, exports amounting to :?2 1,252.808 lbs., or an 
increase of no less than 16,857,314 lbs. over the previous year. The crop from 
Southern India amounted to praetioally the same (quantity as the previous year, 
vist. Hi million Ihs., against 11 millions the previous year. Notwithstanding the 
large increase from Northern India, the average price for garden tea rose from 
7‘38d. in 1905-06 to 811d. in 1906-7. The most important work taken uj) by the 
committee during the year was the new ocean freight agreement. The subject 
was discussed at eight committee meetings during the year, and both the chair- 
man and vice-chairman interviewed members of the conference from time to 
time to discuss various points as they arose, and reported the result to the com- 
mittee. I may say that I myself interviewed members of the conference, and 
one in particular, altogether sixteen times. Although the agreement might not 
give altogether universal satisfaction to shippers, there is no doubt it is ^ 
considerable improvement on the old one. We have got rid of the unsatisfactory 
arrangement of calculating the tea freight at so much above rough cargo— > 
(hear, hear); and, secondly, the period for giving notice is roduced from two 
years to six months. We have also been able to get a clause inserted to the 
effect that the conference will not give any preference whatever to other c^rgo, 
even if the rate for rough cargo happens to be in excess of the tea rate. (Ap- 
plause.) It is satisfactory to note that practically everyone has signed on this 
side; and agreements have now been sent to Calcutta for the use of companies 
and estates who will sign there. As I am now speaking about ocean freights, 
I may mention that Mr C. C. McLeod and Mr. R. B. Magor were nominated by 
your committ to give evidence before the Royal Commission on Shipping 
Rings Mr. Magor did not return from India m time to give evidence. Mr. Mc- 
Leod, however, went to a great deal of trouble in collecting data and in giving 
his evidence, and I shall later on propose a vote of thanks to him for his valu- 
able services in this matter. (Applause.) 

Blackwater Fever in the Dooars : — ^We hope arrangements are noiy nearly 
completed for an active research in connection with Blackwater fever 
in the Dooars. Your committee are .greatly indebted to Mr. John Steel 
for his generous offer of j£100, provided it is found necessary to raise 
1 ^ fund. (Hear, hear.) The Assam Labour Inquiry Commission Report has 
also engaged the attention of your committee, and the correspondence on the 
subject, which is rather voluminous, will be found in the appendix. A sub- 
committee was appointed to deal with the question of the re-asses^ent of tea 
lands in Assam and Surman Velleys. They considere<l it was advisable to get 
our eoiioitors* opinion on such an important subject, and they trust 
will be arranged satisfactorily to both valleys. Government are being 
alised as to the necessity of the tea cess being continued for a further period 
of dve years. Your committee have very strongly supported this* aua they 
fihdej&tand it is also meeting with unanimous approval in Calcutta. (Applause*) 
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In the scientific department we shall all very much regret to lose the valuable 
services of Dr. Mann, our scientific officer. He has done excellent work during 
the time he has been employed by us, and, although it will be a serious loss to 
the industry, we do not grudge him such an advancement of his personal 
interests as to become principal of the Government Agricultural College at 
Poona (Hear, hear.) 1 am sure you will join with me in an expression of deep 
regret at the loss of the late Mr. J. S. Fraser, w-ho had been our colleague 
and friend for so many years. 

1 should like to make one or two remarks about the tea duty. I arn sorry to 
see that our friend, Mr. Roberts, the Chairman of the Anti-Tea Duty League, 
is not able to be present with us to-day. Unfortunately, wh were unable to get 
any more money towards that League from the cess fund, but X think we 
should all join together in supporting the movement. You will see, from the 
result of the debate in the llouse on Monday evening last, that although we 
have not been very prominently before the public, the League (of the committee 
of which I am a member) have taken some steps even with their reduced funds 
to draw attention to its subjects. Our thanks are due to Mr. Verner for what 
he said at the meetings of the Dooars and Empire of India Companies — (ap- 
plause) — dealing with this matter, I think it is a most important one, and I 
endorse thoroughly all that Mr. Verner said at those meeting.s. We cannot do 
better than support the League. I propose to do so myself, and 1 understand 
that an appeal for support will shortly be sent out to all the companies. If we 
only do it in the way which Mr. Verner promises, we ought not to gpt only Id., 
but 2d. off the tax. (Hear, hear.) I cannot sit down without congratulating 
Dr. McLaughlin upon the honour which Ilis Majesty has lately conferre<i upon 
him. (Applause.) I now have pleasure in proposing the resolution I have read 
to you. (Applause.) 

Mr. J. N. Stuart was elected Chairman, and Mr. R. Magor, Vice-Chairmfin 
ef the Association for the ensuing year. 

THE CEYIiON PLANTERS* ASSOCIATION. 

PaOOlBDlMOS OF THB COMMITTXB. 

The following are extracts from minutes of the proceedings of a Meeting of 
the Committee of the Planters’ Association of Ceylon, held at Kandy, on the 
12th July, 1907 

District Associations. 

Bead correspondence with the Batticaloa Association and Mr. E. E. Green 
re Red Beetle Pest. Intimated that a grant of lis. 1,00, 000 had been made by 
Government and that Mr. Green was now in the Batticaloa District. 

Chairmanship of thb Association. 

Bead letter from Mr. Jas. B. Martin re Chairmanship, and intimating his 
return to Ceylon by the end of September at latest. Mr. E. Turner kindly 
consented to continue acting for Mr. Martin till his return. 

Bubbbr Thbfts Prbtbntion Ordinancb. 

Bead letter from the Colonial Secretary intimating that an Ordinance wai 
under consideration. 

Cbylon Association in London. 

Read letter from the Secretary. 

Resolved : — That this Committee approve of the resolution forwarded by 
the London Association that an estate record of coolies’ indebtedness be kept 
and that all members of this Association be asked to co-operate.” 

Mr. Consul Thesiger. St. Petersburg, reports that the total quantity of Ceylon 
tea imported into Russia over che European Black Sea frontiers duriag the 
year 1906 amounted to 12,247,780 lbs., as compared with 18,404,928 lbs. in 1905. 
The quantity of India tea imported during the same period was 3,659,904 lbs., as 
against 6,767,424 lbs. in the previous year. 
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OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Note on the 

Produotion of Coffee in India 

In the year 1906. 

[The figures are throughout imperfect as many planters neglect to send in 
returns. An attempt has been made to rectify the statistics of area for Madras 
by adopting, in the abskact table, the figures of the Agricultural Statistics of 
the province based on village accounts, when these are higher than those 
returned by the planters. The estimates of the yield are generally so very far 
wrong in all the provinces and States that no adjustment of the details is 
possible but the total production can be corrected by the total of the exports 
from India.] 

Area- 

At the end of 1906 there were 210,688 acres of land under coffee, all, with 
the exception of 168 acres, in Southern India The production of coffee is 
restricted for tlie most part to a limited area in the elevated region above 
the south-western coast, the coffee lands of Mysore, Coorg, and the Madras 
districts of Malabar and the Nilgiris, comprising 86 per cent of the whole 
area under the plant in India. About half of the whole coffee-producing 
area is in Mysore-, where there were 101,489 acres in 1906. while in Coorg 
there were 46,898, and in the Nilgiris and Malabar about 8*2,500 acres. Some 
coffee is grown in other districts in Madras, principally in Madura. Salem, 
and Coimbatore, and in Travancore and Cochin- It is grown also, but on a 
very restricted scale, in llurma, Assam and Bombay. 

The total estimated area shows a decrease in each year since 1896. On 
those estates for which reports are received from planters, the total area of 
new lands planted with coffee in the three years 1904, 1905 and 1906 is only 
8,816 acres, while the total area of old cultivation abandoned is 29,880 acres, 
which represents a net decrease of 21,564 acres under coffee in the three years. 

Production, Consumption, Exports and Imports. 

It is noticeable that while the area has been steadily diminishing, the exports 
which account for the gn'ater part of the crop rose steadily in tlie five years 
ending 1905-06, and wore greater in that year than in any year since 1888. In 
1906. however, unseasonable rains were reported from nearly all the principal 
coffee-growing districts, and the total quantity exported decreased by over 
one-third. Taking 100 to represent the area and exports in 1885 the variations 
in both from year to year are stated below : 



Area. 

Exports. 


Area. 

Exports 

1885 

... 100 

100 

1896 

... 128 

57 

1886 

... 97 

100 

1897 

... 122 

61 

1887 

... 103 

74 

1898 

... 121 

73 

1888 

... 104 

98 

1899 

... 116 

76 

1889 

... no 

65 

1900 

... 116 

66 

1890 

.... 114 

68 

1901 

... no 

69 

1891 

... Ill 

84 

1902 

... 100 

78 

1892 

... no 

80 

1908 

... 96 

78 

1893 

... 112 

76 

1904 

... 91 

89 

1894 

... 117 

76 

1906 

... 90 

97 

1896 

... 120 

78 

1906 

... 89 

61 


It is impossible to arrive at any estimate of the quantity of coffee consumed 
in India; but it must be considerable, for in SoutWn India, at all events, 
there are none but the poorest who do not drink coffee and no bazaar so small 
that coffee is not procurable. 

The exports during the last five years and the countries to which they were 
directed are shown below in lbs. : — 
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1902-08. 

United Kingdom ... 17,416,112 

1903-04. 1904-05, 

17.074,624 20,982,528 

1905-06. 

19,307,008 

1906-07. 

9,224,096 

Austria-Hungary ... 

316,400 

21^296 

400,960 

300,272 

124,208 

Belgium 

401,744 

40*2,752 

470,176 

670.864 

1,009.344 

France 

8,811,184 

11.716.880 10,850,112 14,810,096 10 695,216 

Germany 

390.432 

227,248 

315,616 

261,104 

182,112 

Holland 

.«> 

... 

... 


34,272 

Italy 

12,208 

17,024 

70,112 

117,152 

8,736 

Russia 

112 

... 

... 

. , 

Egypt 


2,016 

... 

2i,656 

67.812 

Abyssitiia 

336 

... 

... 

212,128 

278,432 

Africa, East (British) 

1,568 

784 

896 

2,128 

11,672 

„ (German) 

5,040 

4,032 

2.352 

6,608 

8,064 

„ (Portugueae) 

224 


336 

4,928 

. . 

,, „ (other ports) 

1,680 

... 

. . 



Madagascar 

336 

224 




Mauritius 

42,896 

95,.')36 

35,504 

309, i20 

187,376 

Natal 

17,584 

10,416 

14, .336 

7,616 

Oape Colony 


112 


il2 

United States 

20,944 

33,600 

21,504 

, . 


Aden 

, , 

1,904 

Arabia 

327,712 

22*7,360 

272,272 

783,776 

510,160 

Bahrein 


64,176 

334,432 

370,272 

Ceylon 

2,141,104 

1,999.872 

2,565,584 

2,077,824 

2,080,624 

China 

1,344 



11,872 

4,480 

Japan 



1,J20 

336 

«Tava 


, , 


112 


Mekran and Sonmiani 



112 



Persia 

50,848 

15,232 

18,032 

76,496 

23’,i84 

Btraits Settlements.., 

2,912 


784 

448 

Turkey, Asiatic 

137.088 

59.136 

*25,200 

214,928 

80,192 

Australia 

546,672 

514,304 

810,656 

918,960 

643,776 


Total . . 80,146.480 82,620,448 3(i,920,464 40,840,384 25,546,528 

The two chief markets for India coffee are the United Kingdom and France. 
The following tables show the relative position held by Indian coffee in the 
imports of these countries as compared with other coffee : 

Imports of Coffee into the United Kingdom from India compared with other 
principal exporting countries. 



1902. 

1903. 

1904. 

1905. 

1906. 


Gwt. 

Cwt. 

Cwt. 

Cwt. 

Cwt. 

British India 

86,010 

192,878 

162,762 

191,950 

■144,26.5 

Germany 

97,587 

73,741 

61,139 

54,230 

36,835 

Prance 

34,337 

136,113 

136,570 

75,806 

63,724 

Brazil 

281,341 

298,903 

127,037 

143,324 

182,377 

United States of America . . 

118,030 

117,191 

135,600 

130,948 

••t 

Costa Rica 

86,845 

86,266 

83,427 

98,013 

• •I 

Columbia 

59,015 

118,871 

129,689 

49,994 

• •I 

Guatemala 

46,584 

39,061 

85,302 

71,595 

Ban Salvador 

15,860 

19,331 

62,260 

44,456 

• •t 

British West India Islands. . 

24,988 

14,978 

12,375 

12,487 

• •I- 

Other countries . . 

72,025 

50,605 

59,074 

56,656 

401.906 

Total 

.922,122 

1,142,938 

1,055,236 

929,459 

769,107 


^ Estimated. 

t Included under ** other countries.' 
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Imports of Coffee into France ffwn India compared with other principal 


British India | 

exporting countries, 

1902 Cwt. 1908 Cwt. 1904 Cwt. 
137,594 198,986 119,608 

1905 Cwt. 
159,856 

1906 Cwt. 
149,680 

Venezuela 

77,859 

197,686 

268,664 

96,666 

168,689 

1,742.876 

Brazil 

2,867,509 

2,872,877 

680,942 

653,045 

Hayti 

506.409 

505,637 

788,839 

359,105 

489,453 

Cuba and Porto Rico . . 

108,221 

106,342 

94,108 

25,550 

36,888 

Other countries 

604,062 

643,046 

677,229 

587,863 

619,626 

Total 

8,801,654 

4,019,524 

2,624,375 

1,881,086 

8,206,612 


No Indian coffee went direct to the United States, which consume nearly one- 
half of the total quantity of coffee exported from all tlie countries of the world. 

The import of- coffee is inconsiderable in volume, averaging about 900,000 lbs. 
yearly, mainly from the Straits Settlements into Burma and from Austria- 
Hungary into Bombay. 

Persons employed. 

There were 24,477 persons returned as permanently employed, and 46,044 
persons as temporarily employed on the coffee estates in 1906, the total 
of 70,521 persons, giving one person to about 2 8 acres. The returns for the 
Nilgiris district are incomplete. The figures represent the average number of 
daily attendances throughout the year, and cannot be taken as exact. 

Prioes* 

Taking the declared export values to represent the prices, the variations- 
since 1 894-95 are shown in the figures appended. There has been a steady fall 
during tile last decade except for a small recowry in 1904-05. 

Price per cwt. Variation, 






Us. a. 

P* 


1894-95 




76 7 

2 

100 

1895-96 


• •• 


75 9 

0 

100 

1896-97 




75 8 

1 

100 

1897-98 




-67 8 

2 

80 

1898-99 




64 12 

9 

86 

1899-1900 

« • • 



52 12 

4 

70 

1900-01 




49 18 

7 

66 

1901-02 




49 0 

4 

65 

1902-03 




49 1 

5 

65 

1908-04 




46 15 

2 

62 

1904-05 




50 6 

2 

67 

1905-06 




48 12 

4 

65 

1906-07 




43 11 

0 

58 


The prices of Brazilian coffee in New York (mean of highest and lowest 
prices of Rio No. 7) may be compared : — 


1894-95 


.. 1810 

46 

100 

1895-96 


.. 12-57 

44 

96 

1896-97 


. . 9-25 

82 

70 

1897-98 


.. 6-20 

22 

48 

1898-99 


. . 6 67 

20 

48 

1899-1900 


. . 6-07 

21 

46 

1900-01 


. . 710 

25 

54 

1901-02 


. . 6-82 

22 

48 

1902-08 


. . 4.82 

17 

87 

1903-04 


... 6*47 

23 

60 

1904-05 


. . 7-47 

26 

67 

1905-06 


.. 8 81 

29 

68 

1906-07 


. . 7-81 

27 

69- 


The average price, April 1907, was 6' 81 cents per pound. 


I Includes imports from Aden and the Straits, 
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the present it has been impossible to make further progress with these 
countries as the Vice-Consuls stated they had no power to do anything. 
These gentlemen — the Oohauls— are expected in London shortly, when a 
further attempt to interview them will be made. For your information I 
enclose a copy of the letter. 

The Secretary of the Chamber had an interview with the Consul-General for 
the Bepublic of San Salvador, and that gentleman (Mr. M. J. Kelly) has 
undertaken to suggest to his Government that they should contribute a 
sum of £lflOO per annum to any fund which may be raised on the lines 
suggested in the resolution passed by the Chamber. 

I have had some correspondence with Mr. J. A. Harris, who, I am sorry to 
say, is still at Boscombe ; he has promised to write you fully on the question 
I do not see that I can do anything more at present, until I have got some 
decided opinion from your Association and the Consuls of the different 
countries named. If the Planters would undertake to give a proportionate 
contribution towards any fund for the popularisation of Coffee which may 
be agreed upon by the Governments of the various producing countries, in 
connection with the Committee formed by the London Chamber of 
Commerce, the London Committee would undertake to see that no expendi- 
ture was made until all the countries had contributed their fair quota. I 
may point out that two cf the gentlemen name<l by the South Mysore 
Planters’ Association, viz.^ Mr. Brooke Mockott and Mr. R. H. Elliot, 
attended the original meeting of the London Chamber of Commerce and 
Mr. Brooke Mockett was appointed a member of the Committee. 

(Inclosurb). 

Draft letter from the Secretary, London Chamber of Commerce, to the 
Consula-General for Brazil and Costa Rica. 

A few weeks since I called at your address with the object of seeing you 
on the subject of a scheme to popularise the use of Coffee in the United 
Kingdom, but was informed that you were abroad. 

The question of the relatively small scale of coffee in this country has for 
some time now been engaging the attention of. the Coffee Trade Section 
of this Chamber —representing as it does the largest importers and dis- 
tributors of the country — and a short while back the following resolution 
was passed to be subsequently endorsed by the Council : — 

“ That in the opinion of this Committee the time has arrived t<y 
“ undertake a systematic propaganda, both theoretical and prac- 
*’ tical, as to the advantages of Coffee as a beverage for the general 
“ public as has been successfully done in the case of both tea and 
currants, and that the Governments of the producing countries be^ 
“ approached to give financial assistance for the purpose.” 

It was not intended that the propaganda should be confined to Great’ 
Britain but that it should include ail the more important markets where 
the present consumption of Coffee is comparatively insignificant. 

As stated in the resolution, the first and essential step to be taken is to 
induce the .chief coffee-producing countries to become interested in the 
movement, both directly and by wringing the matter before the leading 
planters, and I should be much obliged if you would inform me, as a 
preliminary, whether your Government has any funds which it could 
properly allocate for such a purpose and whether representations could 
be made officially to the leading planters in Brazil in order to induce- 
them to participate. Perhaps you would be good enough to state whether,, 
in any case, you would be prepared to approach your Government on 
the subject. 

It has been suggested that the best method of raising money for the pur* 
pose would perhaps be by a small cess of Id. to 8a. per cwt. on Coffee 
produced in me various countries, according to production and the selling: 
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value in European markets. I might aidd that there is little doubt that 
India interests would be prepared to actively support any scheme which 
may be decided upon, consiaering the urgency of the matter* 

I feel sure that your Government will recognise the necessity of something 
being done in the near future and I trust that the above suggestion will 
receive favourable consideration. 

The subject referred to above was discussed at length during the Annual 
Meeting of the U. P. A, S. I., and the resolution that was adopted will be 
found on another page. Mr. Sanderson has been communicated with, and when 
he gives the word the necessary application will be made to Government. 

Madras Planters* Labour Act, 1903- 

A few days before the Annual Meeting opened the following letter, dated 
10th August 1907, was received from the Chief Secretary to the Government of 
Madras : — 

I am directed to address you in continuation of my letter No. 1856-1, dated 
22nd March 1907, regarding the amendment of the “ Madras Planters’ 
Labour Act, 1903.** 

By G.O. No. 558, Judicial, dated March 28th, 1906, the Government informed 
the United Planters* Association of the directions in which it was proposed 
to consider the amendment of the Act of 1903. Since then certain further 
proposals have been under consideration. 

These proposals will be explained seriatim. 

(1) The proposal of the Association that labour contracts he executed before 
anij two witnesses. 

There are objections to the proposal in view of the difficulty of finding the 
witnesses in case of a dispute as to the validity of the contract, and it may 
be argued that as every village possesses a village magistrate, it is suffi- 
cient to provide for execution before that officer which would be more 
satisfactory as securing an official authentication. But in any case if the 
proposal of the Association were finally adopted, it could only be on the 
condition that one of the witnesses was nominated by the labourer and 
that the labourer should have the option of requiring the contract to be 
executed before a magistrate. 

(2) The proposed amendment of Section 2^ of the Act referred to in the 
letter No. 1855-1 dated March 22nd, 1907, from this Governiueiit to the 
United Planters* Association. 

On this proposal it is understood that the Association intends to address 
the Government, 

(3) The proposal to amend Section S5 of the Act, 

As it stands, this section provides that a convicted maistry or labourer may, on 
the expiry of his sentence, be directed to complete the performance of his 
contract “ on pain of further prosecution ana imprisonment.’^' This has 
been interpreted to mean that the offender — whether maistry or labourer 
— may, in all circumstances, if he continues to fail to perforin his contract 
be again prosecuted and sentenced to imprisonment and that sucb prose- 
cutions and punishments can continue indefinitely until the contract is 
finally completed. So far as the labourer is concerned, the object is to 
compel him to work out his contract, subject to certain exceptions and 
conditions. The section therefore does not seem to be open to objection 
so far as the labourer is concerned. 

But as regards the maistry or sub-inaistry other considerations arise. As the 
Act stands, the maistry (or sub-maistry ) is liable, under Section 35, to be 
called on to complete his contract when convicted of any offence under the 
Act. But a maistry m iy be c:)nvicted under Sections of the Act which 
have no relations whatever to his contract {e.g. Section 26 or »36). " The 
original intention of the Act was that the provisions of Section 85 should 
apply only to convictions in connection with his contract, Le.^ as expressed 



THE PLANTERS^ €HBONIOLM. 


in Section 35 on conviction of offences under Section 24. But it has been 
IH'oposed to go further and limit the liability to the further prosecution 
and imprisonmeiiV’ provided by Section 85 to the first two of the events 
(in Section 24) namely (a) failure to present himself at the estate upon the 
specified date, and (b) failure to remain thereon for the specified time. Tt 
is argued that the maistry(or snb-maistry) should not be liable to imprison- 
ment for mere failure to supply labour ; nor to “ further imprisonment ” 
under Section 85 for failure to account for advances if he has been already 
punti^ed criminally lor the same under snb-clause (c) of Section 24, for it 
should be presumed that the magistrate when awarding a criminal punish- 
ment under Section 24 (c) for such failure has imposed the full criminal 
penalty for such misconduct, leaving further proceedings for recovery, if 
any such are needed, to be taken under the recovery provisions of the Act 
or in the Civil Court. 

In this view Section 35 might be amended thus : — 

(1) ** On the expiry of any sentence of imprisonment on a me^stry. sub- 

“ maistry , or labourer — the maistry, sub-rnaistry, or labourer shall, if 
the planter or maistry or labourer so reiiuests, be produced before 
“ the magistrate who, 

(a) in t'.ie case of the maistry or sub-maistry if the said maistry or 

** sab-maistry has failed without sufficient cause to present him- 
self at the estate upon the date specified in his contract, or 
“ having contracted to remain upon the estate for a specified time 
fails without sufficient cause so to remain, 

shall direct him to proceed forthwith to the estate if the 
“ term of the contract has not expired and to remain there till 
“ the sard terra has expired ? 

(b) m the case of the labourer 

** shall direct him to complete the performance of his contract ; 
“ And if tlie said maistry or sub-maistry or labourer as the 
case may be, shall neglect or refuse to obey such direction, he 
shall be liable to further prosecution and imprisonment for 
such neglect or refusak 

Provided that no such direction shall be given in the case 
** of a labourer if more than 12 months have elapsed since the 
“ date on which his original labour contract would have deter- 
“ mined. 

(2) “ No conviction under this Act or imprisonment under such conviction 

“ shall have the effect of releasing any maistry, sub-maistry, or 
labourer from the terms of his contract or labour contract as the 
“ case may be.’* 

At the same time an alternative proposal has been made which would have 
the effect of omitting the maic^y altogether from Section 85. The Act 
specifically imposes criminal consequences on a maistry in connection with 
breach of his contract as just explained, only in the events set out in 
Section 24r. And it has been urged that even in the twp events^failure to 
present himfielf upon the estate and failure to nsm^ there— in which 
under the proposm for amendment j^ust discussed, the maistry (or sub- 
maistry) would be liable to farther criminal prosecution* under Senior: 85 
for continued failure, he sbofild not be rendered liable to sudi farther 
prosecution inasmuch as it appears to be of little practical use to attempt 
to compel to naaistry by such means to remain on an estate if his labourers 
are not. there and he is not a willing worker. It has therefore been proposed 
to exclude Maistries^ fi^om the operation of Section 35 of the Act, and to 
put into a separate section as Section 85 A the clause of Section 88 which 
provides that no conviction under the Act or imprisonment thereunder 
shf^ release a maistry, sub-maistnr, or labourer from his contract. The 
two sections woidd then run as follows 
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** 35. On the expiry of any sentence of imprisonment on a labourer for any 
offence under tnis Act, he shall, if the planter or employer so requests, 
be produced before the magistrate, who shall direct such labourer to com- 
plete the performance of his contract on pain of further prosecution and 
punishment in case of his refusal to do so. 

Provided that no such direction shall be given, if more than twelve months 
have elapsed since the date on which the labourer’s original labour contract 
would have determined.” 

^‘35. No conviction under this Act or imprisonment under such conviction 
shall have the effect of releasing any maistry or siib-maistry, or subject to 
the provisions of Section 85, the labourer from the terms of his contract 
or labour contract as the case may be.” 

The Government will be glad to be favoured with any remarks which the 
United Planters’ Association may have to offer on the foregoing proposals 
which have been made for the amendment of the Labour Act of 1903. stat- 
ing explicitly their reasons for their opinion of each separate proposal.” 

The decision arrived at by the meeting is recorded on another page. It is 
perhaps desirable to explain that some of the* delegates could not be made 
acquainted with the contents of the letter until their arrival in Bangalore, and 
that the representatives of the Nilgiri and Wynaad Planters’ Associations, 
though they received the letter before leaving, had neither time nor opportunity 
to consult with members generally prior to their departure for this station. 

The Planters’ Chnonlole.” 

During the annual meeting of the U. P. A. S. I. a small Committee was 
appointed to revise the original scheme for the working of this paper. The 
decision arrived at was that the policy adopted should be the same as hitherto. 
Members of District Planting Associations will continue to receive a copy of 
each monthly issue free of charge ; and it is anticipated that the proceedings 
of those Associations will be sent in regularly. They will be printed for 
circulation among members as hitherto, and then reprinted in the Chronicle for 
general reference. Preferential rates will continue to be charged for advertise* 
ments sent in by planters who are members of District Planters’ Associations. 
As regards rates for single copies and annual subscriptions, it is under contem- 
plation to increase the present charges ; but this is not intended to affect any- 
one but those who may be termed ‘‘ outside ” buyers and subscribers ; i.c., who 
are not connected with any District Planters’ Association. 

In the coming year the Chronicle will be a source of income to the IJ. P. A. 
S. 1,, and in order that it may be placed on a thoroughly stable basis the 
active co-operation of all planters is solicited. Correspondence such as is 
common in daily newspapers would be inappropriate in a monthly magazine ; 
but records of experiments or investigations made or of experiences in regard 
to special points of cultivation, etc., etc., would be of great value, and would 
doubtless lead to an interchange of views that would bo very useful to the whole 
community. The subjoined paragraph, sent in about a fortnight ago, may serve 
to start a series of contributions of the right kind. The question with which 
** Nilgiri Planter ” closes his remarks is a pertinent one. 

Tea Paokete. 

** Nilgiri Planter” writes: — “Rutherford’s Tea Planters* Note Book fur- 
nishes us with such full statistics of cost of packing cases of Tea, that it is 
strange that it gives no particulars regarding the cost of making up the humble 
one lb. lead packets of Tea. The cost of lead, wrappers and making up packets 
should be much the same in all Districts, but in order to arrive at the correct 
average cost it would bo very useful if, through the medium of your valuable 
columns, planters in different Districts woiila kindly record their rates for 
comparison. Some Planters of course reduce the cost of these packets by the 
use of Tin-foil, Silver Brand metal and other cheap substitutes for the expens- 
ive sheet lead. * 

“ Why should South of India Tea Planters not compare notes regarding rates 
'.as freely as the Ceylon planters do amongst themselves ? ” 
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THE ANNUAL MEETING, 1907. 

On Monday, the 19th August 1907. the Fourteenth Annual Meeting of the 
U. P. A. S. I. was opened at the Mayo Hall, Bangalore, Mr. Aylmer Martin, 
the Chairman of the Association, presiding. 

As the usual full report of the proceedings will be issue 1 in book form it is 
unnecessary to give even a summary here ; but for convenience of reference, 
the Secretary’s Annual Report and certain speeches on matters of more than 
oi’dinary interest are given, as well a^ Dr Lehmann's remarks on “ Pruning,” 
a complete record of the resolutions that were adopted in open meeting, and a 
note of the result of the election of office-bearers for the year 1907-08. 

Annual Report, 1006-07. 

During the year that closed on the 31 st July 1907, the membership roll of the 
Association was lengthened by the addition of the Mundakayam Rubber 
Planters’ Association. There ware seveial changes in the Executive. The 
Chairman appointed last August, Mr. J. A. Harris, was compelled by ill-health 
to tender his resignation last February and to proceed to England for a change. 
From the 1st March 1907, the duties of the chairmanship devolved upon the 
Vice-Chairman, Mr. Aylmer F. Martin. Throughout the year the Hon ble Mr. 
H. P, Hodgson continued to represent the Association on the Legislative 
Council of Fort St. George, and Mr. John C. Sanderson on the London Chamber 
of Comineree. Mr. W. H Sprott resigned his Coimcillorship in March last, as he 
was proceeding Home. For the same reason the Association’s delegate to the 
Indian Tea Cess Committee, Mr. George Rouiilly, had resigned in the preceding 
January. Mr. P. R. Buchanan was nominated as his successor and was appoint- 
ed by the Government of India in March, 1907. He has not yet taken up his 
new duties, however, as he has been absent from India. 

It may be mentioned here that .Mr. T. F. Main, Assistant Inspector-General 
of Agriculture, visited some of the chief coffee and pepper growing districts of 
Southern India in the early part of the year 1907 for the purpose of studying 
tlie conditions of the cultivation of these crops, and obtaining such local inform- 
ation as will enable the experts of the Agricultural Department to endeavour to* 
help these industries both in Madras and Mysore as regards insect pests and 
plant diseases. This Association and several of the District Planting Associations 
did what lay in their power to facilitate Mr. Main’s investigations. 

One of the most xiotable items in the work of the XJ. P. A. S. I. during the 
official year that closed on the 81st July, 1907, was the founding and publication 
ot Planters' Chronicle j a monthly magazine, the first number of which 
made its appearance in September, 1906. S^urther reference to this little paper 
will be made later in this report ; mention of it is made here as the report itself 
can be condensed because tne chief occurrences of the year have been noted 
from time to time in the Chronicle, Members of District Planting Associations 
have thus been afforded an opportunity of keeping in fairly close touch with the 
work of the U. P. A. S. I. as well as with that of every District Association. 

At the annual meeting last year many subjects were discussed and various 
resolutions adopted. Some of these call for brief remark. 

Mysore Rubber Conference , — It is unnecessary to refer in detail to the proceed- 
ings at the conferen(*.e, which was held in August, 1906. There was a friendly 
discussion, and the Dewan of Mysore lent a willing ear to the representations 
made to him. As a consequence, new regulations were issued at a later date by 
the Mysore Government, and on paper these seemed satisfactory. In the work- 
ing, however, they have been found defective, and have been exposed to severe 
criticism. 

ConianisBion on Money Orders , — With reference to the resolution on this- 
subject adopted last year, the Director-General of the Post Office in India wrote 
that he had nothing further to add atpresent to his former letter.” 

The opinions of various Chambers of Commerce and Trades Associations have 
been taken, and some sup^xxrt has been gained ior the representations of this- 
Association. But a few important representative bodies still hold back. 
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Hemission of Aaassament , — In an order dated 28th January, 1907, the Govern- 
ment of Madras sanctioned, as a matter of grace, the remission of rent for 
three years on the lands cultivated with Rubber on the Anamalais, while reserv- 
ing liberty to cancel or alter this concession at any time. 

Adulteration of Coffee, — Mr. John C. Sanderson, the representative of the 
Association on the London Chamber of Commerce, has displayed great eneri^y 
in regard to this matter, and Mr. J. D. Rees, M. F., has brought it again under 
the notice of the House of Commons. One result has been an expression of 
ministerial sympathy, which may be regarded as of an official character. 
Besides this, the discussion of the subject on the part of members of the 
London Chamber of Commerce has led to the inception of an important project, 
to which further reference will be made in the sequel. 

Ft'esn Quotatiom for Coffee . — The need of periodical quotations for Indian 
coffee was represented to tlie Madras Mail and the Madras Tinus, and by 
them to Reuter’s Agency. The reply was to the effect that the usual quotations 
for cotfee could be supplied by that agency on payment of the customary subs- 
cription, and if the subscription were paid a reference would be made to the 
Head Office anent the request for quotations for East Indian B.” 

Legislation concerning Fertilizers . — At the annual meeting of the Board of 
Agriculture in India last February there was a discussion on this subject. The 
Board arrived at the c<3nchi8ion that on the evidence submitted to it the time 
is not ripe for the introduction of legislation on commercial fertilizers, but re- 
cognises the desirability of maintaining a special watch over the developments 
which may occur in their use.’’ By 15 votes to 8, the Board recommended that 
Provincial Departments of Agriculture should be prepared to undertake analyses 
of artificial fertilizers for private individuals, at a nominal foe, and to advise on 
the rate charged for them ; but that such analyses should not be carried out for 
commercial firms or dealers. 

The Ant i-Tea- Duty Ticague . — With regard to the resolution carried at the last 
meeting of this Association, the League explained that the wish of the Indian 
Tea Cess Committee was that the sum of money it had allotted should be 
utilised solely for an agitation against the British duty, rather than for an agit- 
ation on the Continent, and that on this account the question of Foreign Duties 
had not been pursued. 

To the present Secretary, Mr. Stuart R. Cope, the Association is indebted for 
various items of information concerning the doings and the plans of this 
League, as well as in regard to other matters. There has been a revival of 
enthusiasm on the part of the League’s executive. Anticipations of a further 
reduction in the British Import Duty on Tea last March were doomed to dis- 
appointment, but the sympathies of a large number of Members of Parliament 
have been enlisted, and the machinery for making further representations and 
securing additional support appears to be in good order once m«>re. 

Ceylon Tea Dwfy.— This matter has again assumed prominence, and a joint 
memorial has been submitted to the Government of India by the various associ- 
ations in India representative of the tea-producing industry. This has passed 
through the customary channel, the Indian Tea Association (Calcutta), which 
is in full accord with the aims of the memorialists. What has been now asked 
is that the question raised by producers in India shall be referred to the 
Secretary of State for India in order that he may place it before the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies and endeavour to obtain a reconsideration of the earlier 
decision that Indian teas imported into Ceylon sWl be heavily penalised while 
Ceylon teas are admitted into India on payment of an impost that may be des- 
cribed as merely nominal in its incidence. 

Scientific Officer I These matters may be conveniently taken together, as 

Experiment Farm. } the one scheme must be regarded as an alternative to 
the other. At the last annual meeting a special sub-committee was appointed 
to inquire into both subjects, and as a consequence a fair amount of fiimncial 
assistonce has been promised by District Planting Associations, Notice has 
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been given of a definite resolution in respect to proposed future action, and the 
Scientific Officer scheme will come up for further consideration at the present 
meeting. 

Madras Planters' Labour Law. — Certain amendments to the Madras Planters* 
Labour Act, 1908, were proposed by this Association. Government have not 
refused to adopt these ; they may indeed be said to have expressed a conditional 
willingness to accept them ; but the condition is one that calls for consideration 
at the present meeting. The Government observe that it had been pointed out 
to them that throughout the Act where exceptional remedies are given to the 
employer against the employee, care has been taken to give the employee a 
similar remedy against his employer and that, if the planter is to be allowed to 
prosecute the labourer for desertion, it is but reasonable that the labourer 
should be allowed, under section 21, to recover from the planter wages wrong- 
fully withheld by his employer (i.c., the maistry) and under section 18 to absent 
himself from his work without forfeiting his wages to prefer any complaint he 
has to make against the planter. The Governor in Council was inclined to agree 
with this view ; but before finally adopting the suggestion invited the Associ- 
ation to state whether it would prefer to give up the amendment of section 29 
or to approve such amendment with the reciprocal obligation suggested above. 
One of the Di -^tricti Planters’ Associations concerned has specially requested 
that a decision o i this point be deferred until the matter has been considered 
at the present meeting ; and this has been intimated to the Government of 
Madras. Since then — within the last week — that Government has submitted for 
consideration certain alternative amendments of the Act, in regard to which it 
has asked for remarks. 

Boads and Communications. — The reply of the Governor of Madras to the 
reference made on the subject of the Theni Bridge is regarded by the Associa- 
tion interested in the matter as unsatisfactory, and this subject also is to be 
brought forward again for further consideration. 

Velieva Mulla Road. — In November 1906, the Government of Madras intim- 
ated that a special grant had been made to the District ]3oard of Malabar in aid 
of this and other roads, for expenditure in 1907-08. 

Railways in Planting Districts. — The South Mysore Planters’ Association 
has given notice of a resolution in respect to the Arsikere- Mangalore Railway 
project. 

On turning from the records of action taken, and its results, in respect of 
earlier resolutions to a consideration of what may be classified as *mew business” 
two subjects assume special prominence. 

Popularisation of Coffee. — A project that has been suggested from London 
has elicited a great deal of correspondence during the year. As the project itself 
is merely in embryo, and as some of the references to it are of a confidential 
character, a general outline may perhaps be best given by means of the follow- 
ing extract from a letter addressed by the Secretly of the London Chamber of 
Commerce to the Cousuls-General in the United Kingdom for Brazil and Costa 
Rica : 

“ The question of the relatively small sale of coffee in this country has for 
some time now been engaging the attention of the Coffee Trade Section 

of this Chamber and a short while back the following 

resolution was passed, to be subsequently endorsed by the Council : — 
“That in the opinion of this Committee the time has arrived to 
“ undertake a systematic propaganda, both theoretical and practical, 
“ as to the advantages of Coffee as a beverage for the general public 
“ as has been successfully done in the case of both tea and currants, 
and that the Governments of the producing countries be approached 
“ to give financial assistance for the purpose.*^ 

“ It was intended that the propaganda should not be confined to Great Britain 
but that it should include all the more important markets where the 
present consumption of Coffee is comparatively insignificant. As stated 
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in the resolution, the first and essential step to be taken is to induce the 
chief Coffee-producing countries to become interested in the move- 
ment 

“ It has been suggested that the best method of raising money for the pur- 
pose would perhaps be by a small cess of Id. to 8d. per cwt. on coffee 
produced in the various countries according to production and the selling 
values in European markets.’* 

‘‘ The Planters' Chronicle."— This little monthly publication has now been 
running for a year, and the financial statement that is laid before the meeting 
shows that the cost has been kept well within the estimates, though the paper 
has been very much more comprehensive than the original scheme anticipated. 
Instead of being an 8 page paper the Chronicle has ranged from a minimum of 
18 pp. to a maximum of 36 pp. (exclusive of advertisements). Even now there 
are matters omitted which the Secretary would desire to placo “ on file,” if 
financial consid( 3 rations permitted, and he ventures to suggest the desirability 
of revising the original scheme during the course of the present meeting. 

Abyssinian Coffee .— coffee seed from Abyssinia was received by the 
Government of Madras during the year, a portion being intended for distribution 
in Mysore. Various applications made through this Association were complied 
with, as far as i^ossible, and the recipients of the seed will doubtless report pro- 
gress from time to time. 

Before the year’s accounts are referred to, a few words must be said regarding. 

The Faihvre of Arbuthnot d Co.—Ks the bankers of this Association, as the 
financiers of a large number of estates and owners of others, as proprietors of 
coffee-curing works, and in various other ways the old established firm that 
collapsed last October had the most intimate relations with the planting industry 
of Southern India. Its downfall was a calamity, and the effects have been far- 
reaching. 'With the authority of the Association, the Secretary attended some of 
the meetings of creditors, but he soon arrived at the conclusion that it was mere 
waste of money to continue this procedure. There appears to be absolutely 
nothing to be done but to await the course of events. Proof has been submitted 
of the Association’s claim against the insolvents’ estate, amounting to 
Rs. 17,428-2-7, and it may be said that the Reserve Fund of the U. P. A. S. 1. has 
disappeared. The funds in bankers’ hands that were needed for current purposes 
were small, and District Planting Associations having responded with admirable 
promptitude to a request for early payment of subscriptions the income, though 
depleted, has sufficed to cover expenditure, increased though the latter was in 
some respects by unforeseen outlay. 

Accounts.— The statement laid before you will probably be considered, under 
the circumstances, a satisfactory one. As a rule, little comment is necessary, 
but this year a few words of special explanation appear to be called for. Includ- 
ing out of the balance brought forward from 1905-06, Rs.865-2-4 (the remaining 
Rs. 1,000 having been paid to the Reserve fund) the total Income amounted to 
Rs.4,794-0-8, in which is included the gross income of The Planters'* Chronicle. 
Expenditure (inclusive of the loss incurred in current account with Messrs. 
Arbuthnot & Co., except so far as this affected the Reserve Fund) totalled 
Bs.4,380-14-8, in which sum the gross expenses of the Chronicle are included. 
The balance carried forward to the new year is, therefore Rs.463-2-0, 

Putting aside the figures relating to the Chronicle, except the nett cost of 
publication, and the abnormal loss and outlay consequent on the failure of the 
firm mentioned above, the expenditure under ordinary heads was Rs. 8,440-18-7, 
against an actual income (exclusive of the balance brought forward at the 
beginning of the year) of Rs. 8, 406-14-4. 

The budget for 1906-07 compares with “ actuals as follows .— 

Estimated. Actual. 

Income ... Bb.6,470 2 4 R3.6.271 0 8 

Expenditure ... ••• Rs.8,800 0 0 Rs.8,807 8 

The figures here given as ** actual ” expenditure differ from those set down 
in the preceding paragraphs, because here, as in the estimates, the nett cost of 
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publishing the Chronicle has been reckoned. It will be seen that the actual 
outlay has practically tallied with the estimate in spite of the abnormal expenses 
to which reference has been made above. 

The Balance Sheet shows a credit balance of Rs. 1,058-2-0, apart from the 
Association's claim on the estate of Messrs. Arbnthnot & Co. This claim is 
noted as a “ contingent asset,** and no reliable estimate of its value can be mado 
at present. 

In conclusion, I beg to tender my resignation of the Secretaryship. 

The Chaipman*s Address* 

Mr, Aylmer Martin, in his opening address, said : — 

Gentlemen, — The most painful duty that has ever befallen any Chairman of 
this Association, falls to my lot to-day, in having to allude to the great failure 
of the once great firm of Arbuthnot and Co. The firm was a good friend to 
planters, and its support was, in some quarters, almost looked upon as essential 
to our industry. The withdrawal of this support, by its suddenness, has been 
a public calamity, affecting to some extent the w'hole of the Madras Presidency. 
We cannot but place on record the deep regret we feel at the disaster. As an 
Association, we have ourselves lost all our funds. Our very existence for the 
future depends upon the result of our deliberations at this Session. The interest 
on our funded reserve, has hitherto been used to meet part of our current 
expenditure. This we no longer possess. It was pointed out at our meeting 
last 3 'ear, that our financial position was not sound ; wo are in the same position 
to-day, minus Rs.17,400 I have no doubt that our recuperative powers are 
sufficient to keep us going, until time and opportunity permit us to regain what 
we have lost, but this will never be done if we do not resolutely set ourselves 
to the task, and the time to begin is — now. 

Since our last meeting, Mr. ]3eauchamp, the late editor of the Madras Mail, 
has died I know I am only voicing the feeling of every planter in S. India, 
when I place on record our deep sorrow for the sad event. 

Tea planters especially, and planters in general, are sorry that Dr. Harold 
Mann’s services are no longer available to the industry directly. The valuble 
work he has done for us in the past has been much appreciated. We wish him 
every success in his new sphere of action, where his services will still benefit 
the cause of agriculture. 

Some sort of statement seems to be expected from the Chairman of the 
Association, referring to our staple products. It seems rather supertiuous, for 
the daily Press informs the world intelligently and accurately of all that concern 
us and our markets, but— not liking to break with tradition — I offer the follow- 
ing brief remarks: — While the price of coffee has shown improvement, the short 
crops in some of our Districts, and the enormous and unprccendented crop of 
coffee in Brazil, have been adverse factors ; we have undoubtedly boon saved 
from a worse state of things by the Valorisation Scheme of the Brazilian 
Government, but we must not overlook the fact that this scheme in itself is a 
source of possible danger, and therefore, may ultimately have a depressing 
effect. Tea has done well during the year, not only owing to higher prices, due 
to the improved statistical position to which the reduction in the British Import 
Duty has contributed, but owing in most Districts to more satisfactory yields. 
The prices of Cardamoms, Pepper, and Cinchona have shown some improvement. 

Rubber is not yet a crop producer to any extent with us, but it deserves 
mention, because for the first time in our history we have to welcome a delegate 
from a purely Rubber District. Our friends the Rubber planters (most of ua 
are interested in Rubber, or wish we were interested in it) are our rivals in the 
Labour market. The more we extend the area and scope of our operations,, 
the keener grows the knife which may cut our own throats. Our Chairman last 
year, Mr. Sprott, who we all hope is having a good time at home, foreshadowed 
a difficulty owing to the competition of other countries for labourers from 
Southen India. This is no further off now, and may be nearer to us than we 
think, so it benoves us at this meeting to concert measures to meet it, should 
the situation become acute. 
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There are some items on our Agenda paper of particular interest, and none 
more s<> to coffee planters than the proposal ti^ work out a scheme for the 
Popularisation of Coffee as a beverage. I know this will have our earnest 
attention. Our thanks are due in this connection to Mr. John C. Sanderson, 
our representative on the London Chamber of Commerce, for his resourceful- 
ness on our behalf. I only regret that we have not yet been able to give him 
some definite assurance of our support, an omission which we will now 
hasten, I hope, to make good. Mr. Rees must slso be thanked for the general 
interest he has taken in our affairs, more particularly for his action in the 
matter of the scandalous extent to which the adulteration of coffee is some- 
times carried before it reaches the consumer at home. 

Of equal importance to tea planters are the subjects of the Indian Tea Cess, 
the British Import Duty, the Ceylon Duty on Tea and other closely related 
questions. 

Of general interest to us all are certain matters impressively put before us 
at the time of his resignation by Harris, whose absence from this chair 
to-day. no one has more reason to deplore than myself. I have already 
alluded to some of these subjects, and among others are Railioaya and the 
appointment of a Scientific Officer ^ questions which we are now seriously to 
consider. 

Dr. Lehmann will give us one of his interesting lectures to-morrow morn- 
ing, and we are lucky to have secured his promise to this effect. 

In conclusion, we must congratulate ourselves on the possession of the 
Planters' Chronicle^ the publication of which has worked wholly for good, and 
for his services in conducting our periodical wo owe our best thanks to 
Mr. Ormerod. 

PopulaHsation of Coffee. 

In regard to this matter Mr. J. G. Hamilton (South Mysore) made the 
following speech : - 

Gentlemen, — The question of doing something towards increasing the con- 
sumption of coffee is by no means a new one, but this is probably the best 
opportunity wo have had, if not the best we shall ever have, of doing some 
practical work. 

For some time past I and probably many others have felt that we were hamp- 
ered by at least two drawbacks : one, that we are not strong enough to work 
against tlie trades which swallow up so much of the price paid by the public, 
and tile other, that as we are almost the smallest body of coffee planters, 
numerically speaking, in the world and produce a quality for which we may 
say there is a special market, our rivals would not be likely to follow our lead. 
Now, the position is entirely changed; we are invited to join the trade in a 
general movement for the benefit of all coffees and of growers and distributors 
alike. The latter have the agency and the power and they have probably a 
great deal more knowledge of the science and method of advertising than wo 
have, and even if they call on us to provide most of the funds it seems to me 
that cat and monkey will each get a share of the nuts. They arc not, 1 
presume, aiming at m increase in the second or retail prices that would put an 
end to everything, as the price now charged seems out of all proportion to the 
price wo receive. I find it is possible to lay down good coffee roasted and 
ground and packed in good tins and sent by parcel post to England at a good 
price to the grower (say 70s. to 73s.) at Is. 6d. per lb., which is less than is 
charged in most shops for a mixture, so I don’t think there can be any idea of 
increasing the retail price, and therefore it must be a bond fide intention of 
making increased profit by increasing consumption which is in the minds of 
the trade members of the Committee which has invited our co-operation. 
To gain this end, in the home market anyhow, it will be essential to provide a 
good article, and our.s is one of the best coffees sent to England. 1 do not 
think there need be any hesitation lest in pushing coffee generally we shall 
benefit others at our own expense. We cannot supply the whole detn^d 
unless we give up all but the home market, for even at 11b. per head I think 
that 10,000 tons would be required, which we do not send to England even in 
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good years. If generAl consumption can be increased by even J-lb., room can 
easily bj found for all, and I think that co-operation with the London trade, 
if honestly and efficiently carried out, should enable us to place our coffee 
where it is wantod and to direct other growths to markets where they are 
more appreciated, so that we shall avoid the present danger of the public 
leaving off coffee drinking because they are dnable to get a iiuality which 
suits them, and have inferior stuff forced on them without a choice, even if 
not adulterated. I believe that our coffee to most palates is a little wanting 
in strength, a fault which is certainly not remedied by the admixture of 
chicory or even burnt, sea-damaged maize or condemned ship biscuits. Prom 
what I could gather at Home a slight addition of Costa Rica seems to be re- 
commended by those who try to supply a bona-fide coffee, but there is, I 
think, a tendency to pat in too much Costa Rica. I am speaking from ex- 
perience, not out of jealousy, J50ing a gre^it coffee drinker myself, I find that 
a trifling addition of old Liberian makes a great improvement, while anything 
over 25 per cent, spoils. Many friends at home knowing my tastes tried to 
meet them, and when not coftee drinkers got the best they could locally. The 
result left me no longer able to wonder why consumption is decreasing. In 
some cases I know that the coffee used was a bona-fide mixture of East 
Indian and Co -fca iiica. 

This may seo.ii to be wandering into details which might be left for future 
discussion, but one of my objects in speaking is to declare that there are great 
faults in the trade as carrier! on at home, which can be remedied, of which in- 
judicious as well as fraudulent mixing is the chief, and I want to warn all 
planters in the most earnest manner possible against shrinking from even con- 
siderable sacrifice for a few years, if by making sacrifices there is any chance of 
clearing away the growing tendency to abandon the best teetotal drink in the 
world. 

I want to protest now against any putting off a decision until we know 
more about the proposed scheme. If we put off until they show their hands 
and they put off defining a scheme until we make an effort to help them and 
ourselves, nothing will ever be done. The distance between us is too groat to 
allow of any correspondence, in the intervals interest will wane, and they 
being the stronger and more central body their hands cannot be forced. It is 
we who must meet them. I appeal to all those here present and those for whom 
we are attempting to decide, to resolve to hazard a certain amount, leaving our 
interests in the hands of the U. P. A., and let us associate with the Executive 
out here a strong but not numerous committee of our own men at Home. 

How many of us do not go on year afber doing certain works and applying 
certain manures, and can any one of us assert that in doing so we are not 
speculating ? Nothing in the way of agriculture can be made certain, and 
while empirical methods have enabled us so far to rub along, they are nothing 
but speculation. Now, I want the U. P. A. to demand from those we claim 
to represent one universal speculative experiment, holding before them the 
splendid example of our friends beside us and the more distant Greek mer- 
chants and planters. Let me point out one thing, there can be no doubt that 
an export cess is the best if not the only sensible way of collecting money. 
This should have a slight tendency to distribute the actual loss ; we shall of 
course try to squeeze out a fraction more from the buyer, and he may perhaps 
respond a trifle to the pressure, even if not as much os we could wish. Also 
we are not going to pay a lump sum, crop or no crop, like we should with an 
acreage or voluntary cess. We shall pay strictly in accordance with our 
success in one direction at least, and an export cess leaves local consumption 
ontaxed, which is as it should be. Let us foster by any and all means in our 
power the chances of trade which we have close at hand. 

In this connection, I must express my satisfaction at seeing a note in a 
newspaper to the effect that one of our local companies had increased its 
sales by some 30 per cent. 

As far as details go, I have only one remark to make in public. We should 
most certainly continue to press the matter of labels. If chicory growers 
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wish to push this stufi as a drug or a drink let them be forced to do so under 
their own name, instead of being allowed to make a use of our name to get 
rid of it, a use or abuse which is carried to an extent almost fraudulent. 

In 1901, Mr. F. Clifford, speaking at a meeting of the Coffee Committee ap- 
pointed by us, stated that the average consumption was — France, 41bs. per 
head ; Germany, 5 ; U. 8 ., H ; and U. K., less than 11b. These figures were 
used in 1882, when it was stated that consumption, except in England, was in- 
creasing. The Tropical Agriculturist of June this year has an article 
taken from Tropical Life, in which I see that the figures for 1899-1903 are 
given as— France, 6 ; Germany, ; U. 8., 11 ; U. K.‘ J ; Austria, 2| ; and 
Holland, 18^. it also states that the U 8. increased consumptions last year 
by Sfilbs per head. This probably means 3*61bs. The figures for Austria sur- 
prise me, as I thought they would take more, but anyhow these figures gene- 
rally seem to show that consumption is still slowly increasing everywhere 
except in the U. K., and the general consensus of opinion is that blame for 
this lies chiefly with the retailing part of the trade which supplies such rubbish 
that people will not continue drinking it at the price. Therefore that branch 
of the subject demands ver^^ close attention. 

I hope that I have not kept you too long listening to my answers to im- 
aginary objections which none of you intended to raise. I did myself think at 
first that it would be better to reserve all argument for committee, in case 
there should be any opposition raised to the general idea ; but on second 
thoughts [ prefer to address you, and through you the whole conuuunity, 
publicly. It seems to mo that nothing is ever done without constant hammer- 
ing, and even if it involves a lot of repetition w’o must, if we are going on, 
keep this matter before everyone without ceasing until we gain our end. 
Now, to put myself in order, I lay before you a resolution, but so long as tll^^ 
general idea goes through I attach little importance to details, and will accept 
any reasonable amendment. 

Pruning. 

On the second day Dr. A. Lehmann addressed the meeting in regard to 
Pruning. He said : — 

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, — The matter of pruning is, I am sure, one 
in which every one of you is more or less interested. The methods employed 
by you have undergone several modifications since planting began in India, 
especially in the direction as to what extent of pruning is advisable. Those of 
you engaged in tea planting are probably more keenly interested in this 
subject than anyone else. But as I know very little about tea planting and as 
the object for which pruning is done on tea bushes in entirely different to that 
in view when pruning (U)ffee or other fruit trees, I fear that what I am going 
to tell you does not in any way apply to tea. In fact, it does not apply directly 
to coffee either, for I am simply going to tell you something about the experi- 
ments in pruning conducted at Woburn on Bush apple trees. But as all the 
discussions I have heard on the subject of pruning coffee are ultimately based 
oil the practices of fruit growers at home, as we must look for guidance in our 
work for the most reliable experiments conducted under conditions most 
closely resembling our ^own, and as these Woburn experiments are the only 
systematically conducted experiments on pruning I have met with thus far, I 
expect that the results obtained there are not without interest to us, especially 
as they prove that many popular impressions in regard to pruning are not as 
universally true as they are claimed to be, if indeed they are not absolutely 
false. 

But before going further 1 must apologise that I, a Chemist, am taking up 
this subject which naturally belongs to a Horticulturist. My justification is that 
I am deeply interested in it and think you are the same. Moreover 1 had a 
little local reputation and a lot of experience in pruning apple trees some time 
before coming to India, and after all an Agricultural Chemist is not a pure 
Chemist and is supposed to know almost as much about Physiological Botany 
AS about Chemistry, and as pruning is undoubtedly a subject coming within the 
range of Physiological Botany I am after all not poaching. 
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The experiments in pruning were begun at Woburn nearly thirteen years ago,, 
and some of the results were published in their fifth annual report and created 
no little stir among fruit growers. A synopsis of these results, together with 
some of the results obtained since then, has oeen published this year in their 
seventh Report, a concise small volume published by Eyre and Spottiswoode 
and sold for Is. 6d. 

So far as the effect of pruning on normal well growing trees is concerned, the 
experiments may be divided into two sets. The first of these was conducted^ 
with eleven plots, having six trees each, and consisted in pruning the eleven* 
plots differently. In this considerable variations existed between the individual 
trees owing to the individuality of the trees and other factors beyond the 
control of the experimenters. To overcome these as much as p )8sible the- 
second series was conducted with individual branches of the same size on 
the same tree. The averages of both sets of experiments agree very well and 
indicate that the less a healthy actively growing tree is pruned the better the' 
growth of the tree and the larger the yield of fruit. The size of fruit ^as but 
slightly affected by pruning, the apples growing on the heavily bearing 
unpruned trees being almost as large as the small crops on thi heavily pruned 
trees. 

In the experiments conducted with individual trees the extent of wood 
formation was determined by measuring the height, the spread of the tree, and 
the circumference of the trunk and the larger branches. Taking the trees 
pruned in the usual way, that is, cutting back the leaders to about one -half of 
their length and the side growth (except where extension was required to form 
new branches) to four or five inches, as th'J standard, the average results of the 
unpruued trees showed an increase of 7 per cent, over the normal. In the heavily 
pruned trees, those in which the leaders were reduced by two-thirds of their 
length and the side growths (except where extensions was required) were 
shortened to one or two inches, the average size of the trees as determined by 
measure was 18 percent, below the normal. Last year it was found necessary 
to cut out every alterna e tree. Those trees, stem, branches and all the roots 
within 18 inches of the stem, were weighed, with the result that unprimed 
trees were 19 per cent , heavily pruned trees 16 per cent, lighter. The crop of 
apples from these trees showed a much greater difference in favour of not 
pruning than the weiglit and size of the trees had done. During the first 
period of five years the average crop from the unpruned trees was nearly 120 
per cent* greater than that from those pruned in the ordinary way and those 
from the heavily pruned trees was 25 per cent less. During the second 
quinquennium the results were somewhat similar, the unpruned trees giving 100** 
per cent, more and the heavily pruned trees over 60 per cent, less than the 
standard. In the last year’s results, which are, however, not strictly comparable 
with the others, the difference were much greater, being 194 per cent, in favour 
of the unpruued when compared with the standard, and the heavily pruned 
being more than 97 per cent below the standard. 

On the average of the ten years the apples from the unpruned trees were 
only 4 per cent, smaller than those picked from the trees pruned in tho 
ordinary way, and those from the heavily pruned trees ^ere 18 per cent, larger 
than that standard. In other words, if a certain number of average size apples^ 
from the standard .trees weighed 100-oz. the same number of average sized 
apples from the unpruned trees would weigh 96-oz, and from heavily pruned 
trees 118-oz. Ijast year, however, the apples from both the unpruned and 
heavily pruned trees were slightly smaller than those borne by the trees pruned 
in the usual way. 

The above set of experiments was conducted with four varieties of apples,, 
differing considerably in their general characterstics. In another experiment 
on somewhat similar lines eight trees, each of 117 varieties, were used. In these 
were no unpruned trees, but the heavily pruned trees gave on an average 71 
per cent, less crop than those pruned in the ordinary way. To show what 
wron^ conclusions may be drawn from isolated small experiments I may 
mention that notwithstanding that the experiment, taken as a whole, is sa* 
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very striking, there were eleven instances in which the heavily pruned trees 
bore heavier crops than those not pruned as heavily. 

The second set of experiments were on a s nailer scale, but the results were 
very uniform and therefore very convincing For each experiment four 
branches of exactly the same thickness, B6 inches long, were selected on the 
same trees. Three of these were cut back to 6 inches, 12 inches and 24 inches, 
respectively. The fourth had simply the terminal bud removed. It would 
lead too far to give even a brief outline of the principal results of the^e experi- 
ments given in the report. It must suffice to say that at the end of the season 
the branches were removed and weighed, and that together with the lateral 
branches formed on them their average weights were not very far short of 
being in direct proportion to the length of the branches left on the trees. 
Taking the weight of the branch cut back to 6 inches as being represented by 
100, the 12 inch branch weighed 179, the 24 inches branch 310, and the uu- 
pruned branch 562. As regards the number of fruit buds on these branches, 
the regularity of the proportion was even more striking, The following were 
the averages . — 

in. in. in, in. 

Branches pruned back to... 6 12 24 86 

Relativ'O number of buds.., 100 193 400 547 

This regularity might suggest possibly that the pruning of a certain branch 
affects the tree as a whole and not only the individual branch which has been 
pruned, that therefore the weight of the branches and the fruit buds formed 
would be approximately in proportion to the surface of the branch. Whether 
such is really the case or not I am unable to say definitely. But the fact 
that the nnmb'n* and size of side branches fermed on these differently pruned 
branches did not vary in the same proportion ; that there were marked 
differences in the size and number of the side branches on the 6 inch just 
below the point at which these differently prunded branches joined the 
remainder on the tree ; and that there was a decided difference in the increase 
of girth of those 6 inches, all point in the direction that the pruning has a 
decided local effect. The behaviour of Spike disease in Sandal and a number 
of other observed facts tend to point in the same direction. Besides this 
the fact that one set of experiments corroborates the others makes them both 
much more valuable than they otherswiso would be. 

If the results of these experiments with apple trees are of general application, 
many deep rooted convictions in regard to pruning must be abandoned. Possi- 
bly they have arisen by applying to healthy well-established actively growing 
normal fruit trees the beneficial results which do!ibtless follow the judicious 
application of the knife to sickly, stunted or newly transplanted trees. It 
appears to me quite reasonable to heavily prune a tree which has lost most of 
its feeding roots. The balance between roots and top has been disturbed, and 
until that is restored the tree is in an unhealthy condition. In extreme cases 
the loss of a portion of the roots will lead to very premature or excessive fruit 
formation which will either cripple or kill the tree, and the general practice of 
heavily pruning a tree when transplanted, which prevents, for one thing, the 
unhealthy tendency to fruit formation, is evidently sound in principle. At 
any rate, the results of the Woburn experiments show that it is decidedly 
beneficial to prune a newly transplanted tree before growth begins. 

The results of some of the other experiments are that, with fully grown 
trees, in which very little if any branch formation takes place, heavy pruning 
tends to new branch formation at the expense of fruit production. With trees 
in vigorous growth pruning of the branenes results, as we have seen, in both 
a reduced wood formation and reduced crop of fruit. Root pruning tends 
to an abnormal and often unhealthy fruit formation. 

To heavily prune the branches of a healthy fruit tree and to compensate 
for this by root pruning as is sometimes done, appears to me as rational as 
robbing a man of his money in the hope that that will make him rich. 
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Railways in Planting DIstrlots. 

On the fourth day there was an interesting discussion in this subject, with 
special reference to the 

ARSIKERK-MANaALORE PROJECT. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. Williams, British Resident in Mysore was present and 
spoke in Committee, as also did Mr. W. J. Bales, Managing Director of the 
New Mysore Manganese Company, Ltd. Subsequently, in open meeting, Mr. 
W. L. Crawford (South Mysore) spoke to the following effect: — 

Mr. Chairman and Gentleman, — ^The matter of the proposed Arsikere-Manga- 
lore Railway has several times been brought before you during the past thirteen 
years, and to-day your help will again be asked to pass the resolution I am going 
to move on behalf of the S. M. P. A. and to once again urge upon the Govern- 
ment concerned the necessity there exists for the immediate construction of 
this long desired line, froming as it would the natural outlet from Mysore to 
the West Coast. In asking your cordial support 1 cannot do bettor than once 
again bring forward many of the old cogent arguments that still exist and 
some new and powerful ones that many now be used and which I may state 
have already been forwarded by my Association to the Government of Mysore 
and are as follows : — 

1. The utility of the line has been admitted. 

2. The survey Iris been completed at considerable cost, and no engineering 
difficulties ha\ e been encountered. 

3. Mangalon* geographcally the Port of Mysore and always has been, and 
the proposed line will form the nearest and most direct route from all parts of 
of Mysore to the West Coast. 

4. The growing prosperity of Mysore demands railway communication with 
the West Coast by^the most direct route, as rapid and cheap transport increases 
trade and business of all kinds. At present it docs not pay to export many 
products easily grown in Mysore, owing to the cost of freiglit in country carts 
being prohibitive. With a Railway this would be changed, and a fair profit 
would remain to the cultivator after paying freight. 

5. Already two-thirds of the total value of the Mangalore exports and imports 
represent Mj^sore property. With cheap and rapid communication with that 
Port I have no hesitation in saying this would in less than five years be more 
than doubled (1905-06 Imports Rs:70,97,l90, Exports R8.14,24,82,230). 

6. The rapid development of the Mineral wealth of Mysore alone demands 
that the construction of the Arsikere-Mangalore Railway be taken in hand 
without delay, seeing there are estimated at present to be over a million tons 
of fine Manganese ore in sight on the various mines working in the Province 
which as yet hardly have been opened, and it is not too much to say that the 
prospect is for four times that amount being ultimately exported; to say 
nothing of new fields being discovered and other minerals, such as Chrome, 
Asbestos, Mica, Magnetite, etc., yet to be developed, all of which it is per- 
missible to believe would be exported by the nearest route to the West Coast — 
that is, Mangalore. At present this all goes to form freight to Railways outside 
the Province and exports to a Foreign Port, instead of forming freight for a 
Mysore State Railway and exports for a British Port. 

7. It should never be lost sight of that Railways are a direct insurance 
against famine, and the whole cost of the proposed Railway is considerably 
less than the amount vainly spent on famine-relief by the Government of 
Mysore during the famine of 1877-78, and further that Railways are . always 
instrumental in creating traffic for themselves, more especially when passing 
through countries which contain , many industries and minei’als capable of 
expansion and development. As an instance of this I would mention the 
Birur-Shimoga Railway extension, which at first showed little prospeeb of 
paying its way, but, indirectly, is the real cause Of the present activity in the 
Shimoga Manganese Mining industry, as without it the export of the ore 
would practically have been impossible owing to the prohibitive cost of cartage 
to the Railway. 

As farl)aok as 1892 the S. M. P. A. strongly represented to the Government 
ofH. Hl fiie Maharaja of Mysore the need there was for this line and the 
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likelihood of its proving a commercial success, and subsequent to that date it 
Tias again and again been brought to the notice of the Governments concerned, 
with the result that two surveys liave been made and very favourably reported 
on by the Officers deputed to carry out the work and this railway was ultimately 
placed No. 7 on the list of lines to be constructed, but in spite of this we have 
had the mortifleation of seeing the project shelved in an almost unaccountable 
manner. 1 am forced to this opinion as there can be no doubt that the attitude 
^f the Governments concerned throughout has been sympathetic to the con- 
struction of the Arsikere- Mangalore line, but it would seem to the onlooker that 
the vested intersts of rival lines and ports have so far been strong enough to 
defeat the project being carried to a successful issue. 

All those interested in the prosperity of Mysore and Coorg must have noted 
with pleasure Section 20 in the recent despatch from the Railway Board anent 
the redistribution of Railways in South India, as in this Section the following 
occurred : — The demands of Mangalore, Coorg arid the Planting Districts 
which would be served by a line from the Southern Mahratta Railway at 
Arsikere to Mangalore, will have to be met at no distant date, with the result 
of introducing the metre-gauge on the West Coast, when it will compote with 
the broad-gauge for the right to excend beyond Mangalore.*’ In view of this, E 
think you will agree with me that everyone interested in the proposed line 
should spare no effort to get the matter carried through as early as possible, 
as we have already patiently waited for nearly twenty years. 

It has been urged that this line if constructed as a metre-gauge would pay 
only 1 per cent, on the invested capital, bat I venture to point out that since 
these statistics as to the earning capacity of the lino were compiled eleven 
yoai'S ago, there has been s very marked alteration for the better in the pros- 
perity of the people who would be mostly served by it, and during the past 
few years there have boon very large discoveries of manganese and other valu- 
able minerals in fairly close proximity to the proposed Arsikere- Mangalore 
line, the export of all of which would find its way over this line, as it would 
olTer the shortest and quickest route to the coast. 

In conclusion, I would point out to the Coorg delegates that the Mysore- 
Hassan extension of the Mysor(3 State Railway, which 1 understand is shortly 
to be constructed, will pass close to the Coorg frontier, and it is reasonable to 
think those in charge of the survey would take the line along the countries 
offering the largest traffic, and as South Coorg has made out a strong case and 
can show such a large amount of traffic to and from the West Coast, tliey will 
undoubtedly take the line as near Coorg as possible. 

The proposed Arsikere-Mangalore line will pass through Hassan, and so if 
constructed will place Coorg also practically in direct coraniunication with the 
West Coast by rail, and for this reason I would ask the Coorg delegates to 
-cordially co-operate and uphold ray Association in this matter. 

[It may be stated that the delegates from North Mysore and Coorg gave 
the fullest possible support to the project referred to in the above speech.] 
Rubber Lands in Mysore. 

Mr. Lamb (South Mysore) made the following speech: — 

Mr. Chairman and Gkntlkman, — As has been mentioned in the Secretary’s 
report, you are all aware that after our annual meeting last year there was a 
<3onference held with the Mysore Government on rubber lands in Mysore, and 
to this Conference you sent Mr. H M. Knight as this Asso<uation’s delegate. 
I very much regret that Mr. Knight is not here to-day to report on what 
transpired. I may say, however, that we all left the Conference much impressed 
with the friendly spirit in which our views were accepted, and held very rosy 
views as to the future of rubber in Mysore. We were promised land in 500 
acre blocks on special terms, and we left for our various districts to hunt (those 
of us who had not by then already decided on the land wo though suitable) for 
the land we thought best suited for rubber cultivation. From that time to date 
I am unaware of any planter having been granted a oOO acre block. Various 
lands were applied for, and such (Yifficulties were placed in the way by the 
Departments ooncerned that planters despaired of ever getting a single acre. 
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After the very generous way our representations had been met at the Rubber 
Cont’erence you will hardly be surprised that our hopes for rubber in Mysore 
sank to zero. 

In February of this year the Dewan of Mysore was on tour in the Province 
and was met by deputations from the Planting Districts of North and South 
Mysore. I cannot speak for what transpired at the meeting with the North 
Mysore deputation, but when the Dewan met onr South Mysore representativea 
we were given a most patient heal ing. The Government position was explained 
in a most courteous manner, and after a very lengthy discussion, the Dewan 
admitted our contention that if the capabilities of Mysore in the way of rubber 
cultivation were to be fully tested, especially with reference to Para, it was 
absolutely essential that blocks of evergreen forest would have to be granted. 
The Dewan indeed went further and stated that, as a general principle, it might 
be accepted that the Government of H. H. the Maharaja of Mysore would 
grant blocks of 200 acers of evergreen forest in various likely districts to 
planters of experience and ability, to determine once and for all whether Para 
was at all suitable for the planting districts of Mysore. Further he gajve there 
and then orders that a grant of 200 acres be given to one of our members from 
a block of forest that had been classed as Government reserve.” As you can 
imagine, our hopes again rose. We believed that we were at last to be allowed 
to give this branch of our industry a fair trial. 

Gentlemen, I am extremely sorry to have to inform you that our prospects 
with regard to rubber land have in no way altered, nothing further has been 
done in the way of redeeming the promises made by tho Government of 
Mysore. As far as 200 acre or 500 acre blocks are concerned, we might as 
well have never heard of them. All the land that is at all suitable for the 
cultivation of the Para rubber especially has been put into Government reserve 
forest and, as one of our members remarked. ** We might, if such a place could 
be discovered, be granted a 500 acre block of pure slab rock, but if abit of moss 
or a single shrub were discovered growing thereon it would be useless applying 
for it as it, would inmiediately be classed as * ^^serve Forest.’ 

Of course, this is an exaggerated picture, but it describes tho feeling left in 
the mind of our brother planters, an I which I have heard even still more 
forcibly expressed. 

Now, Gentlemen, the Government of H. H. the Maharaja of Mysore has 
always treated the planting community in a very generous manner, and we are 
very averse to believe that in this instance they have deliberately gone back 
on their promises. We have in the Dewan a most sympathetic friend who 
has done much for the planting community, and my brother planters have 
been forced to the conclusion that there are influences within the departments 
of Government concerned, which are being deliberately used to thwart the 
intentions of Government towards us and make the Government promises 
invalid. We are in a most unfortunate position, as our opportunity of partici- 
pating in the remarkable boom that has sprung up is fast slipping away, and I 
nave been asked to lay this matter before you to pass the following resolution. 
[The resolution is given elsewhere.] 

Finance. 

Financial questions were discussed in Committee, as usual, but it was 
resolved in open meeting that the Association’s current banking account be 
with the Bank of Madras. An account has since been opened in the name of 
the U. P. A. S. I. with the Bangalore Branch of that Bank. 

Election of Offloe-Bearare. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year : — 

Chairman. — Mr. C. E. Abbott (Wynoad), 

Vice-Chairman. — Mr. J. G. Hamilton (South Mysore). 

Planting Member. — Hon’ble Mr. H. P. Hodgson. 

Secretary. — Mr. Harry Ormerod. 

Messrs. Bonaldson and Ronaldson, of Madras, were re-appointed Auditors.. 
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ResolutionB 

Adoptbd at thk Annual Mhrtino of the U. P. A. S. I. 

No 1- Di*. H. H« Mann. 

That this Association wishes to cordially thank Dr. H H. Mann for all the 
scientific work that he has carried out to the imiuense benefit of the Tea 
Industry, and especially for the courteous attention that he has always given 
to matters refeiTcd to him by individual planters in South India. 

Carried unanimously. 

No 2 -British Import Duty on Tea. 

That this Association regrets that the Home Government have made no 
further reduction in the Tea Duty this year, and earnestly hopes that the other 
penny of the War Tax, at least, will be removed in the next Budget. 

Carried unanimously. 

No 3 -Ceylon Import Duty on Tea. 

That this Association continue the agitation for the removal of the Ceylon 
Import Duty on Tea on the linos indicated by the Indian Tea Association in 
their letter to the Secretary to the Government of India, Department of 
Commerce and Industry, dated the 28th June, 1906. 

Carried luianimously. 

No 4 -Popularisation of Coffee. 

That this Association cordially accepts the offer laid before it by Mr. J. 0. 
Sanderson and should the support of the different countries named be obtained 
is pre{)ared to address the Government with a request that, within the limits 
proposed by Mr. Sanderson, a cess, similar to the Tea Cess, be levied on all 
Coffee e.^tported and the proceeds devoted to the campaign for the popularisa- 
tion af Coffee. 

Carried unanimouslt/. 

No 6. 

That the gist of Mr. Hamilton’^ resolution be intimated to Mr. Sanderson 
by telegram and in the event of an assurance being received from him that 
the campaign will be started, the U. P. A S. I. is authorised to address Govern- 
ment at once on the subject of imposing the Coffee Cess. 

Carried unanimously. 

No B. 

That Messrs. R. H. Elliot, Brooke Mockett, J. T. F. Wilson and W. H. 
Sprott be requested to consult with Mr. Sanderson in the formulation of any 
scheme proposed by the London Chamber of Commerce. 

Carried unanimojisly. 

No 7 -Mp. j. D. Reas, M. P. 

That a cordial vote of thanks is passed to Mr. J. D. Rees, M. P., for his 
services on planters’ behalf in the matter of Coffee Adulteration and that this 
Association trusts ho will continue his kind efforts in this direction. 

Carried unanimously. 

No B-Prass Quotations for ^offSae. 

That this Association communicate with the Editors of the Madras Mail 
and the Madras Times with a view to their giving quotations of “East Indian 
B,” in place of “ Fair Rio No. 7,” as the latter is of no particular interest to 
planters. The quotations are not required for the exclusive use of the Association, 
but planters would like to see this quotation in particular appearing in the 
daily papers. 

Carried unanimously. 

No9-Qiax/*siTita9cl Analyaas of Fei»tlllsera. 

That this Association is glad to notice that yearly more firms are giving 
guaranteed analyses of manures, and again urges planters to give support to 
those firms doin^ so. 

Carried unammously. 
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No 10— The Solentlllo Offloer Sohame. 

That ill view of the valuable financial support promised by the various South 
India Associations who have reported on the matter and the urgent need of a 
Scientific Officer to advise and help the various branches of the planting 
industry in South India, the U. P. A. S 1. do approach the various Governments 
for financial assistance to enable the project to be carried through at an early 
date. 

Carried unanhnously. 

No 11. 

That should the Governments applied to consent to give financial support to 
the scheme the Council of the U. P. A. S. I. are empowered to proceed with 
any arrangements that may be necessary for the engageuKMit of a Scienti- 
fic Officer. 

Carried unanimously . 

No 12. 

That the Government of Madras be requested to lend a properly qualified 
officer to carry out the necessary work entirely under the control of th^ U. P. A. 
S. I. for three years, and that after ascertaining how much assistance can be 
obtained from the Imperial and Mysore Governments and planters themselves 
the sum so colleci be tendered as a contribution towards the outlay. 

Carried nn ininionsly. 

No 18. 

That for the first year the Hony. Secretaries of the Subscribing Associations be 
the Advisory Commit tee to carry out this scheme, and that the Secretary of the 
Committee be the Secretary of the U. P. A. S. I. • 

Carried unanimomly 

No14-Tha Central Agploultural Committee. 

That this Association thank Mr. L. E. Kirwan for having represented the 
U. P. A. S. I. on the Central Agricultural Committee. 

Carried unanimously. 

No 16— Inseot Pests. 

That we thank Mr Hodgson for having brought this post to our notice, and 
we hope that local Associations will give any further information they can to 
the Secretary, U. P. A. S. I. 

Carried unanimously. 

No 16 -Indian Tea for India. 

That this Association recommends that the scheme set forth in Vijiam <fc Co.’s 
letter which has now been given publicity be circulated to the District 
Associations. 

Carried unanimously. 

No 17— Indian Tea Cess. 

That this Association wishes strongly to support the view that the Indian 
Tea Cess levied under provisions of Act IX. of 1903, should bo continued for 
another 5 years from the 81st March, 1908, at which date the period for which 
it was levied will come to an end. 

Carried unanimously. 

No 18 'Weights and Measures. 

That the resolution passed last year be re -affirmed. 

Carried unanimously. 

iio 19 -Rubber Lands In Mysore. 

That this Association notes with regret the very unsatisfactory position of 
prospective rubber planters in Mysore and trusts that the Government of that 
State will see their way at an early date to remive the disabilities under which 
the rubber planting industry is at present labouring. 

Carried unanimously. 

No 20- ArsIkere-Mangalore Railway. 

That in view of the material increase in the prosperity of the province of 
Mysore and South Oanara and the great development of commerce and of the 
mineral resources of Mysore and the fact {hat the haulage of these minerals 
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'would put an entirely new and favourable cojiplexion on the dividend-yielding 
Hsapacity of the proposed Arsikere-Mangalore extension, forming as it would 
the most direct route to the Coast, this Association considers that it is an 
•^portune time to bring to the notice of the Government of India and the 
'Government of Mysore the necessity of the early construction of this most 
important line. 

Carried nnanimouHly. 

No 21— Labour Recruiting and Emigration. 

That this Association requests the Hon’ble Mr. Hodgson and Mr. Aylmer 
Martin to interview informally members of the Madras Government and give 
them the information in our possession about Labour Recruiting and Emigra- 
tion and gives full pfiwer to those two gentlemen to adopt such measures for 
the protection of the interests of planters in South India as seem to them 
advisable, and that they report to this Association. 

Carried uiianmwusly. 

No 22— Commission on Money Orders. 

That this Association again address the Director-General of the Post Office in 
India and ask him to reduce the commi^^sion on M oney Orders to 2 as. for 
Rs.2o, as. 8 for Rs.KX) and four annas for each subsequent Rs.lOO. Rut that 
the Secretary shall first ascertain what steps the Madras Trades Association, 
whi(^h has promised its supports, intends to take ; and act in concert with it. 

Carried unanimously. 

No 23— The ThenI Bridge. 

That this Association feels very disappointed with the reply of Government 
to the representations made about the bridging of the Theni river and that 
considering the uncertainty which the Government themselves point out; of 
the railway through Cumbum valley ever being constructed and the fact that 
apart from the railway this bridge is an immediate and urgent necessity, 
Government be asked to reconsider their decision. 

Carried unanimomly . 

No 24 --Feeder Roads on the Shevaroys. 

That this A8.sociatioii address the Government Of Madras asking them to 
provide funds to finish the work on the Yei’caud feeder roads. 

Carried unanimously. 

No 26— Madras Planters’ Labour Bill. 

1. That a letter be addressed to the Government of Madras embodying the 
opinions of this Association in regard to the proposed amendments to Act I. of 
1903, and giving its reasons for the same. 

2. That this Association firmly refuse to accept the so-called reciprocal 
obligation which Government have lately added to the proposed amendment to 
Section 29. 

3. That this Association requests the Government of Madras to make every 
endeavour to complete the amendment of Act 1. of 1903, before the end of the 
current year. 

Carried unanimously, 

[Mkmo. of Opinions.] 

Section 4. — This Association is strongly of opinion, as already stated in 
previous correspondence on the subject, that it is very advisable in the 
interests of the coolie that he should not be compelled to go before an 
attesting officer unless he elects to do so ; but is willing to accept the 
amendment to Section 4 proposed by Government. It regrets, however, that 
this is not being effected in the simple manner implied by the Government 
of Madras in their order No. 558, Judicial, dated 28th March, 1906. 

In this connection the Association considers that Government should appoint 
officials of a much lower grade than at present as attesting officers in the 
Mysore State, where only Amildars, Taluk Sheristadars, Sub-Registrars 
and fiobii Sheikdars (which officials are, usually, only to be found at 
Taluk Headquarters) have been appointed to attest contracts, and requests 
that, in addition, Village Patels and Shanbhogs should also be appointed as 
attesting officers. 
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Section ^9 , — With reference to th€l Resolution that this Association has 
passed in connection with Section this Association considers that the 
so-called reciprocal obligation is not in the slightest degree reciprocal, 
and that it would practically .iuggest dishonesty to the maistry and the 
coolie, who could at any time, by collusion, come down upon the Planter 
for re-paymentof money already paid, and for these reasons cannot possibly 
adopt the Government's addition to the simple amendment proposed last 
year. The latter in turn, alnhough accepted by this Association, was not 
what the Wynaad and Nilgiri District Associations asked for, but was 
offered by Government instead of what they wanted. 

In this case this Association, although wishing for the amendment as offered 
by Government last year, can under no consideration accept this so-called 
reciprocal o digation, and, if Government insists upon this point, infinitely 
prefers to refuse the amendment altogether. 

Section 35 . — Tliis Association, follows the view of Government that some 
amendment to Section 35 U desirable. Of the two alternative amendments 
proposed by Government the first only can be entertained, as this ^Associ- 
ation is of the opinion that it is essential maistries and sub-maistries should 
continue to find a place under this section. In such cases as would come 
under this section when amended the maistry or sub-maistry would 
probably have already satisfactorily accounted for his advance. But the 
fact of a maistry having failed to present himself on the estate, or failed 
to remain there, would not at all necessarily imply that he had no 
labourers to look after. It is pt) 3 siblo and even probable ’that a few of Im 
coolies might bo there while the majority had failed to come in, in which 
ease he would, when ordered to return to the estate, he in a position to 
get such of his labourers, as had defaulted, back to work. 

No S6— Warrants and Summons 

That Government be asked to instruct officers who issue warrants and 
summon?, that the number of the Police Constable entrusted with their service 
be recorded on them. 

Carried unanimouahj. 

No ST—FInanoas. 

Considering the straitened circumstances we find ourselve.s in owing to the 
loss of our Reserve Fund tnrough the failure of Messrs. Arbuthnot & Co., we 
recommend that a very special appeal be made by District AssociaUons 
to everv planter in South India and Home proprietors urgifig them to support 
their District Association and thus help to swell the funds of the U. P. A. S. I. 
and increase its influence. 

Carried unaniinouely 

No 28. 

That for the future the fund.s of the Association be deposited with such 
Bank or Banks as may be selected from time to tim * either by the Association 
at any of its meetings or by the Executive for the time being. 

That for the future all current moneys be deposited in such Bank or Banks 
in the name of the Association, the account to be operated upon by the Secre- 
tary of the Association for the time being, to whom the necessary authority to 
sign on its behalf is hereby given. 

That all securities and investments other than in current Banking 
account, whether they are in Government Promissory notes, fixed deposits 
or any other form whatsoever, shall stand in the name of the Association and 
shall be operated upon jointly by the Chairman and the Secretary for 
the time being, who shall be and hereby are authorised to deal with such 
investments, present and future, on behalf of the Association and in its 
name to sell, endorse, transfer and assign Securities of the Government of 
India and to draw and grant receipts for .sale proceeds of and for any interest 
that may from time to time accrue on such securities or investments. 

for the present the funds of the Association be deposited with the 
Bank of Madras. 

Carried unanimously. 
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MEETINGS OF DISTRICT ASSOCIATIONS. 

Wynaad Planters* Association. 

Meeting of 7th August 1907 at Meppadi Club. 

Present.— Messrs, C. E. Abbott, H. Atzenwiler, li. M. Behr, E. A. Hughes, 
Donald Mackenzie. By proxy, Messrs. A. West and H, Waddington, 
Honorary Secretary. Mr. C, E. Abbott in the Chair. 

Proceedings of last meeting were confirmed. 

Read general correspondence with reference to business of the last meeting. 
Approved. 

12^. — Road No. QS.Karticolam-Coorg. Read letter from Wynaad Overseer, 
advising a total allotment of Rs.6,d88 will be spent on the above road during 
current season. Noted. 

1266.— JRoad No. 35 B. Nrllakota-Sidtans Battery. Read G. O. 826 L. and 
connected Government papers, letters from the I lon’ble Mr. H. P. Hodgson, 
Messrs. H W Sheldrick, L. (L Liebenrood, J. S. Nicolls, A. West, Haji Fakir 
Mahomed Sait Co., R. K. Walker and the Honorary Secretary. 

Resolved that the delegate to the U. P. A. S. I. be instructed to support the 
Nilgiri Planters in any effort they make for the betterment of this road. 

1267 — Cattle Trespaia. Read Proceedings of the District Magistrate of Mala- 
bardated 11th July as follows. — G. O. Nos. 1602 Judl., dated 13th Aug. 1891, 
and .364 Judl., dated 4tli March 1H98, Government directed that within the 
Wynaad Taluk, Sec. 26 of the Cattle Trespass Act, 1871, shall be read as if it had 
reference to cattle generally instead of to pigs only and as if the words ‘ Fifty, 
Rupees’ were substituted for * Ten Rupees’. The “ Deputy Magistrate, 
W.ynaad, is requested to draw the attention of the Sub -Magistrates in his 
division to the above orders, which appear to have been lost sight of by 
them.'’ 

Noted with satisfaction. 

Read letter from Honorary Secretary to the District Magistrate with refer- 
ence to .Judgment in C. C, 69, Vayitri, not being in accordance with certified 
copies of evidence, to which no reply has yet been received. 

1268. — Post Office. The Honorary Secretary was instructed to ascertain at 
what time post for Calicut leaves Vayitri and whether the time of posting can 
be extended at Velleramulla and Meppadi. 

1269. — U, P. A. S. I. Agenda of Meeting^ \9th August 1907. 

1270. — Duties. The Delegate was requested to support any action, — (a) for 
the reduction of the British Import Duty ; (b) — for support of the Anti-Tea- 
Duty League ; (c) — for the aboli^iment of the Ceylon Import Duty. 

1*^71 — Finance, The cultivated acreage represented by this Association is 
11,400 acres. Association is willing to subscribe a maximum of Rs.300. 

1272. — Labour Law, Act I. of 1903. The Association emphatically protests 
against any proposal to make planters in any wav responsible for any act of 
Maiatreys. 

1273. — Registration of Maiatreys. Mr. Hughes brought forward the question 
of the advisability of all Maistreys being registered. He was requested to 
submit a scheme, and the <lelegate was asked to ascertain if other Districts 
were in favor of such a scheme. 

1274. — Rubber. Read letter from Mr. Malcolm stating that land newly 
opened under rubber, in the Nilgiri District in the Nilambur Valley, receives 
remission of taxation for a longer period than land opened in Wynaad, and 
asking that the inconsistency should be brought to the notice of the U. P. A, 
S. l.jDelegate was reqiiested to bring the matter to notice of the meeting. 

127o. — Measures. Delegate was instructed to ascertain if other Districts will 
move in the matter of the introduction of the Madras Measure. 

1276.— Afo/iey Order CommUsion. Read circulars and correspondence. It 
was decided to oontinuo agitation for reduction. 

1278. — New Member. Mr, D. H. McLeod was proposed by Mr. Atzenwiler, 
seconded by Mr. Hughes, and will be put up for election at next meeting. 
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1279 . — Papers on the Table. U. P. A. 8. 1. Circulars Nos. 40-44. Franco- 

British Exhibition, 1908. I. T. A. Circular 
No. 14. Programme of H. E. the Governor’s 
Tour, Calicut. 

A vote of ihanks to the Chair terminated the proceedings. 

(Signed.) C. E. Abbott, Chairman. 

( „ ) H. Waddington, Hony. Secretary. 


Coorg Planters’ Association. 

Proceedings of a Quarterly General Meeting held at the Bamboo Club 
on Wednesday, August 7th, 1907, at 8 p.m. 

Present.— Messrs. W. A. F. Bracken, W. Egerton, (visitor) J. W. Finlayson, 
H. G. Grant, G. C. Garrett, F. W. Gorrard, R. Hamilton, (visitor) 
A. H. Jackson, TI. M. Mann, E. Tj. Mahon, F. Macrae, 
H. T. Shaw, R. D. Tipping and A. Lambert, Honorary Secretary. 

Mr. Grant was voted to the Chair. 

The Honorary Secretary, in opening the meeting, regretted the absence of 
Mr. Murray- Aynsley, the President, C. P. A., and Messrs. Maclean and Graham, 
owing to the inclemency of the weather rendering the far journey from North 
Coorg most un^l'^'^irable and, then, proceeded to read over the minutes of the 
last meeting, and the following suggestions concerning the same were made. 

Supply Sills. — Ask Government to be good enough not to discontinue the 
encashment of supply bills at Veerajpett Sub-Treasury, any way until it is seen 
what happens during current season in connection with the same. 

Amendment of C. P. A. Rules . — Rough Copj^ of the amended rules to be 
laid before the next meeting, for final approval, before the printing and issuing 
to members of same is proceeded with. 

Agenda Paper of the forthcoming U. P. A. Meeting . — The Agenda Paper 
was then discussed seriatim, and the subjects under the following headings 
were specially touched upon as appercaining more to our interests than the 
generalit.y of the qne.sti<)n8 included in the said paper, and suggestions were 
made in this connection for the guidance of onr delegates. 

Economic Products with reference to the importation of Rubber Seeds. 

Finance^ Coffee Popular isat ion ^ and Adulteration^ Roads and Communicor 
tions with regard to Railways, Weights and Measures. 

The following gentlemen were appointed Delegates : — Messrs. Murray- 
Aynsley and A. Lambert. 

South Coorg Pepper-Stealing Prevention Fund . — The Honorary Secretary 
read out the suggestions of the Sub-Committee in connection with the same, and 
they were, generally, approved of by the members present, with the exception 
of the proposed method of assessing the members of the fund for the supply of 
funds necessary for ui)-keep. A Committee consisting of Messrs. Bracken, 
Macrae and R. D. Tipping were appointed for the purpose of floating the said 
fund as a going concern and they were requested to tahe into careful considera- 
tion the question of assessment with a view, if feasible, to a more equitable 
regulation being devised in place of the rale therefor suggested by the Sub- 
Committee. A vote of thanks to the Sub-Committee for their labours iti connec- 
tion with the S. C. Pepper-Stealing Prevention Fund was proposed by Mr. 
Mahon and unanimously approved. The Honorary Secretary explained that 
though this Pepper-Stealing Prevention Fund was styled South Coorg, yet it 
goes without saying that members of the C. P. A. from the whole Province 
would be welcomed as subscribers thereto. 

New Members, C. P. A.— Mr. W M. Ball, proposed by Mr. H. M. Mann, 
seconded by Mr. A. Lambert, unanimously elected. 

General , — The question of the Sidapur-Polli Betta Road is left in abeyance 
until the return of our Executive Engineer from leave of absence. 

The Chairman then addressed the meeting in a few well chosen words, and 
proposed a vote of thanks to the Honorary Secretary for his exertions 
in connection with the affairs of the C. P. A. 

A. liAMteBT, Eony, Seoreta/ry, C.P.A 
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The Hundakajam Rubber Planters* Association. 

Minutes of Quarterly General Meeting held at El Dorado bungalow at 10 a.m., 
on Saturday July 20th, 1907. 

Prisbmt : — Messrs. J . A. Richardson, W. Grey, H. Drummond Deane, A. E. 

Vernede, J. J. Murphy, H. B. Kirk, B. Wolde, E. R. Haslani, 

F. E. Vernede. 

H. S. Holder, (Chairman & Honorary Secretary). 

Read Notice calling the Meeting. 

Proceedings of last meeting were read and confirmed. 

Interview with the British Residents — ^The Honorary Secretary reminded 
members that, at the last meeting, he had been requested to seek an early 
opportunity, of, in person, laying before the British Resident the grievances of 
the planters of this district. 

This he had done, and he proposed to touch on this matter first, as it 
related to subjects ou the Agenda. He had, before the interview, forwarded 
to the Resident copies of correspondence and of such papers as were necessary 
in order that he might be informed on all points. 

Kuttikal Road. — With regard to the Kuttikal Road, the Resident said : — I 
have seen the papers in connection with this subject and understand that a 
definite promise was given by His Highness’s Government when Mr. 
Madhava Row was Dewan;thia promise the Durbar ought to fulfil. I 
consider that they should make the road. 

Mundahayam Hospital. — In reference to the request made by your Asso- 
ciation for a Hospital at Mundakayam and the reply you have received : 

1 believe the Durbar to be most generous and ever ready to give reasonable 
help in the matter of medical aid, and I suggest that you should apply for help, 
in the way of a grant towards the dispensaries you say you have established 
on your estates, 

Juriidiction of the Cardamom Hill Magistrate. — I fully recognise the 
urgent necessity of this jurisdiction being defined, the matter should be 
settled at once. 

I believe it has for some time been before His Highness the Maharajah’s 
Government. 

I think, gentlemen, these were the chief points touched on during my 
interview with the Resident, who was sympathetic and gave me a very patient 
hearing on these and nearly all other minor points. 

Mr. Deane asked if Mr. Holder had, during his interview, referred to the 
notice published in the Travancore Government Gazette in regard to the 
necessity of Europeans having to obtain permission to acquire land in 
Travancore. 

Mr. Holder replied that he had not done so. 

Mr. Deane said he thought it was a pity Mr. Holder had omitted to allude to 
this matter. 

Mr. Richardson proposed that the Honorary Secretary be requested to write 
to the Dewan drawing his attention to the delay in granting permission to 
acquire land and quote the specific incidents of such delay. 

Mr. H. B. Kirk’s application of the 24th August 1906. 

Mr. J. J. Murphy’s do of the 12th June 1906. 

Mr. Deane’s do of the 12th May 1906. 

Seconded by Mr. Deane and carried, 

Mr. Kirk moved that the Honorary Secretary write to the British Resident 
enquiring under what Regulations the Travancore Government demand that 
Europeans and Americans obtain the permission of the Durbar in every instance 
of acquiring lands (other than Government lands) in Travancore and point out 
that Government have ignored the Honorary Secretary ’s letter asking them 
for this information. 

Seconded by Mr. Wolde and carried. 
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The Honorary Secretary then read the Agenda* Correspondence was read 
on the subjects contained in the Agenda, inoludinp: combined Postal and Tele- 
mph Odiee at Mundakayam (which has now finally been sanctioned) and the 
Besidency scheme. 

RMolutlons of which notion had been given* 

Resolution by Mr. Deane : — 

That the attention of the Travancore Government be again drawn 
to the necessity of defining the boundaries of the jurisdiction of the 
Superintendent and District Magistrate. The Cardamom Hills, at an early date 
and emphasise the fact that at the Sri Mullam Popular Assembly Meeting of 
1905 and 1906, the Delegate attending had drawn the attention of Government 
to this subject and that a promise had been given that the matter would be 
dealt with at an early date. 

Seconded by Mr. Murphy and carried. 

Mr. Grey withdrew the two Resolutions of which he had given notice. 

Reiolution by Mr, Deane. — That the Honorary Secretary be requested to 
address the Vanjipusha Chief drawing his attention to certain claims made 
under Vempattom leases against lands now leased to Europeans and point out 
the urgency of his taking the necessary steps to cancel the .said leases even 
should they have in the ordinary course expired. 

Seconded by Mr. H. B. Kirk and carried. 

XJ. Delegate. — Resolved that Mr. J. A. Richardson be invited to repre- 

sent this Association at the forthcoming Annual Meeting of the United Planters’ 
Association at Bangalore on the 19th August and that Rs 100 be granted from 
the funds of this Association towards his expenses. Mr. Richardson replied 
that he would gladly represent the Association. 

Peemuide Residency lease (as a sanatorium) scheme, — Resolvecl that the 
Honorary Secretary do write to Government expressing regret that the Durbar 
do not see their way to meeting members in regard to the granting 
of an option and stating that home friends will be approached with a view to 
ascertaining what support is available and if the offer made by Government is 
still open within 3 months from date, he will again communicate, but that in 
the meanwhile no definite reply can be given, 

Resolved that the “ Residency Sub-Committee” draw up a letter to be 
circulated to Proprietors or Concerns subscribing to this Association with 
a view to ascertaining what support their home friends will give to 
the scheme of leasing the Residency (and certain godowns and stabling) as a 
sanatarium for members whose work requires them for the greater part of 
the year to reside in the less bracing climate at the foot of the hills. 

Mr. Wolde and Mr. Grey were elected Committee members. 

With a vote of thanks to the Chairman, the meeting terminated. 

(Signed) H. S. Holdbb, 
Chairman and Honorary Secretary, 


A considerable quantity of Pard rubber has been planted in Surinam with 
every prospect of success. Rubber (Hevea Ouianensia) has recently been 
discovered in the interior, but the trees appear to be few and far between, and 
the yield and quality is inferior to that of the Hevea Brasiliensis, 


The^ cocoa plantations in Surinam are still suffering severely from the 
“ Kroioto ” disease. Experiments having in" view the stamping out of this 
disease are still being carried out by the Government, but the results still 
remain doubtful, and even shouM they prove successful on the limited areas 
it is doubtful whether they could be applied with equally good results to all the 
cocoa in the colony. The crop for 1906 amounted to 1,810 tons, against 1,495 
tons in 1905, 848 tons in 1904, and 8,526 tons m 1899. 
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INDIJLN TEA CESS COMMITTEE. 

Bxtraots from tho Pourth Annual Report* 

Being that for the year ended diet March, 1907, 

In this their fourth Annual Report the Indian Tea Cess Committee have to 
record the progress which has been ma<le in their work during the fourth year 
of the existence of the Tea Cess. The cess was imposed by Act IX. of 1908 for 
a period of five years, and came into operation on the 1st April 1908. It will, 
therefore, come to an end on the 8l8t March 1908 ; but the question of continu- 
ing it for a further term of five years has been under consideration, and is 
referred to in the following pages. 

[List of members and notes on changes of membership during the year are 
here given.] 

At the half-yearly meoti''g held on the 27th July 1906, Mr. W. Brown was 
unanimously elected Ohairinan of the Committee, and Mr. T. McMorran, 
Vice-Chairman. 

The following gentlemen were also appointed to form the Executive Com- 
mittee : — 

The Chairman. Mr. N. A. Macleod. 

The Vice-Chairman. „ G. A. Ormiston. 

Mr. H. C. Begg. „ W. R. Preston. 

Mr. T. Traill. 

Mr. Begg has been succeeded by Mr. Pickford, Mr. Maclcod by Mr. D. 
Youngson. Mr. Ormiston by Mr. W. D. Cowan, Mr. Preston by Mr. C. D. Inglis, 
and Mr, Traill by Mr. Lockhart Smith. 

The principal questions dealt with by the Committee during the year are 
referred to in the following paragraphs. 

Expoi*t Bonus on Green Tea. 

It was stated in the last Report that at their meeting held on the 9th 
February 1906, the Committee resolved to offer a bonus of six pies per lb. on 
two million lbs. of green tea to be manufactured during the year 1906, On the 
21st February 1906, the Executive Committee published the rules in accordance 
with which the bonus was to be paid. They also invited tenders for the manu- 
facture of green tea in consideration of the bonus. In response, they received 
tenders to the extent of 1,826,800 lbs. Of this quantity claims for the bonus 
have been submitted on account of 1,497,990 lbs., and have been paid in full 
except in regard to 6,950 lbs, upon which the first instahnenc only has been 
allowed. 

At their meeting on the 29th January 1907, the Cess Committee adopted 
the following resolution : — 

“ That a bonus of six pies per lb. be offered on two million lbs. of green tea 
to be manufactured during 1907 on the same terms as last year.'’ 

On the 5th February the Executive Committee issued the following rules 
covering the payment of the bonus, viz , ; — 

(1) The bonus will be paid on green teas made in India exported to foreign 

countries, including any part of the British Empire outside of India. 

(2) The Committee reserve the right to refuse pay ment of the bonus in any 

case where (after examination of the samples drawn under Rule 6) they 
consider the tea unsuitable from coarseness of leaf, error in manufac- 
ture, or unsound condition. No bonus will be paid on dust. 

(8) The Committee recommend those making green tea for the first time to 
submit samples of their early manufacture for examination. The leaf to 
be used for the manufacture of green tea should not be coarser than 
that ordinarily plucked for black tea manufacture. 

(4) When teas upon which bonus is claimed have arrived ^t port of 
shipment, samples must be drawn and sent to the Committed ; and on 
approval of these, and on proof of export, the bonus will be paid. 
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(6) Proprietors or Agents of Gardens who are prepared to manufacture green 
tea during the season 1907 should fill up the accompanying form, and 
return it to the Secretary not later than Slst March 1907. 

(6) Any dispute arising as to the interpretation or working of the foregoing 
rules shall be referred to the Tribunal of Arbitration of the Bengcd 
Chamber of Commerce to be determined in accordance with the rules 
for the time being of the Tribunal. 

The total quantity of green tea which has been tendered in consideration of 
the bonus is 2,246,100 lbs. 

Indian Tea in Eui*ope> 

In the last Annual Report reference was made to the steps which the 
Committee were taking to increase the consumption of India tea in Europe. 
As was there stated a sura of £2,200 was voted to the support of a scheme of 
work in Belgium and Germany. The management of the undertaking was 
placed in the hands of Mr. J. E. M. Harington, who has located this head- 
quarters at Antwerp. A further sum of £1,600 for the year 1907-08 was 
allotted to Mr. Harington at the meeting of the Cess Committee held on the 
29 th January 1907. 

Briefly sta&e I, Mr. Haringfcon's plan of operations is the following : (a) the 
establishment i - Antwerp of a Central Continental Depot of Indian tea ; (6) the 
opening of branch depdts in Germany and elsewhere ; (c) the promotion of the 
sale of Indian tea by means of personal visits, travelling, advertising, and the 
distribution of free samples. Commodious warehouses and offices have been 
taken at Antwerp, where the busine.s.s was started in 1906, under the style of 
the Indian Tea Syndicate— a private venture, working under the auspices of the 
Indian Tea Cess Committee. Support is given mainly for advertising in various 
forms, and there is no renumeration to the management, and no bonus on tea 
.sales. Tea is put up in packets varying in weight from about 2 oz. to lib., and 
is forwarded by post direct to consumers. At an Exhibition held in Antwerp in 
1906, Mr. Harington arranged a display which was a warded a gold medal. At 
another Exhibition held in Brussels from August to'October last, he organised 
a tea room at which upwards of 20,000 samples, booklets, etc., were distributed 
and 5,000 cups of tea sold. For this representation he was awarded a Diploma 
of Honour — the highest prize. In Berlin ho has opened two depots at which 
tea is served in the cup at about one-third of the Berlin rates. He has also 
organised a display at an Army, Navjr, and Colonial Exhibition which is now 
opened in Berlin ; an Indian t^^a pavilion has been erected in the gardens, and 
the venture promises well. A German agency has likewise been started at 
Hamburg, and efforts are being made to interest retailers in various districts of 
Hamburg, Schleswig-Holstein, Mecklenburg, and elsewhere. The actual sales of 
tea from the Antwerp depot are increasing steadily, although the totals are, of 
course, small when measured by English standards. But it has to be remem- 
bered that the tea is distributed mainly in small packets to thousands of 
individual consumers. By these means a taste for tea is being created, and 
the value of the work done is ([uite out of proportion to the apparently small 
quantity of leaf disposed of. On the whole the progress which is being made 
in Europe seems to the Committee to be satisfactory, and there is, they think, 
no doubt whatever that the Continent offers a very great field for Indian tea. 

Another scheme for working through some of the large London tea dis- 
tributors is being formulated in London; and at their meeting on the 29th 
January last the Cess Committee voted a sum of £8,000 to its support. The 
particular Continental countries to which operations will be restricted have 
not yet been determined, but the Committee undersf'and that it is proposed 
to cover a wide area. 

Indian Tea In India. 

Daring the year now under review the Cess Committee did not take any 
action with the object of promoti^ the sale and increasing the consumption 
of Indian tea in this country. There are many difficulties surrounding the 
question, and but little more than experimental measures can be hoped for at 



TSB PLANTERS* CHRONICLE. 


m 


pr# 9 ont. Alter tery fall consideration the Executive Committee saw their 
way towards the end of last year to recommend the Cess Committee to make 
allotment of Bs.80,000. This sum was voted at the half-yearly meeting held 
on the 29th January 1907, and the Executive Committee were empowered to 
devise a scheme of work to be carried out during the year 1907-08. The 
original idea was to engage a Commissioner to conduct operations, but this was 
ultimately abandoned, and the Executive Committee accepted a scheme put 
forward by Messrs. Lyall, Marshall A Co., the Agents of the Indian Tea Su^ly 
Co., Ld. The cost of the scheme for one year will be about Rs.14,670. The 
country to be covered is a tract of about 100 square miles boimded on the north 
by Dinajpore, on the west by Eajmehal, on the south by Rampor Boalia, and 
on the east by Bogra. The project is an experiment, and is being undertaken 
with the object of ascertaining definitely whether there is a reasonable chance 
of large quantities of tea being sold to the natives of India. The tea will be put 
up in half anna, one anna and two anna packets, and will be offered to all classes 
of the people by a staff of travellers. After visiting the principal residents and 
giving a demonstration, the traveller will arrange with a bunnta to hold a stock 
of the packets for sale, making him sole agent for the village. The travellers will 
confine their efforts to villages and small hdta away from the railways. The 
mode of transit will bo by cart, the travellers making a given point his head- 
quarters within a given area. An inspector will go regularly over the district 
to see that the work is being systematically carried out. 

Indian Tea In Tibet. 

The question of the promotion of the sale of Indian tea in Tibet was dealt 
with in the last Report. It has since engaged the close attention of the 
Executive Committee and of the Cess Committee, but until within the last few 
weeks no definite action has been possible. The absence of a good road 
between India and Tibet is one of the difficulties in the way of any progress 
being made in improving the trade. This matter was also mentioned in the 
last Report. Recently the Executive Committee again approached the Bengal 
Chamber of Commerce regarding it, and the Chamber addressed the Govern- 
ment of India. At the instance of the Committee the Chamber urged the 
construction of a road from Phari down the Chumbi Valley to Binchengong 
and thence to the plains of India viil the valleys of the Amo-chu and Di-chu- 
rivers. But the Government of India have stated that they do not at present 
contemplate doing anything in the way of constructing this road. The 
question of the improvement of the existing mule road from Kalimpong to 
Chumbi vid the Jelap-la is, however, understood to be now engaging their 
attention. 

The Report by Mr. Jas. Hutchison on his mission to Ssuchuan, which was 
published in 1906, contained the information necessary to enable planters to 
make brick tea suitable for the Tibetan market. Small quantities of brick tea 
have since been manufactured on certain Indian gardens, and have been 
disposed of in Tibet, with the assistance of the British Trade Agents. But the 
trade is not being pushed, and does not at present exhibit any promising signs 
of vitality. There is the difficulty of inadequate communications to contend 
with, and there is also a great need for the adoption of systematic methods of 
pushing the trade. To supply this need the Committee have considered the 
question of ^pointing an agent to work in the country in the interests of 
Indian tea. But before deciding to make a definite appointment, they have 
arranged for a preliminary enquiry to be undertaken, and for a report to be 
fiummed to them. This enquiry they have entrusted to Mr. A. C, R; Righi of 
Darjeeling, who started for Gy antes quite recently, and who will report with- 
in a few months. In the meantime the Assistant Political Officer at Chumbi 
has kindly consented to assist the Committee by arranging for a few tea 
shops to be opened in the Chumbi Valley. This experiment has just been 
started, and about two hundred Indian-mside bricks have heen sent i^r sale 
at the shops. The thanks of the Committee are due to Captain O^Connor, 
R. A., the British Trade Agent at Qvantse, and to Lieutenant Bailey, the 
Assistant Political Officer at Chumbi, tor the great interest which they exhibit 
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in the promotion of the trade, and for the valuable advice and assistance which 
they are always willing to give. 

Indian Tea In Amerloa* 

The operations in the United States of America which were inaugurated by 
the Cess Committee in 1908 have been continued during the past year under 
the direction of Mr. Bichard Blechynden. As was indicated in the last 
Report, the joint working with Ceylon is still being carried on. Of the total 
amount of ^12,000 which is expended annually on this account by Mr. 
Blechynden four-sevenths arc contributed by India, and three-sevenths by 
Ceylon. This expenditure is concentrated in what is generally known as the 
Middle-West territory, and Mr. Blechynden makes St. Louis his hear- 
quarters. There is no need for the Committee to detail here the 
work which is being accomplished, as they have already published the very full 
report in which Mr. Blechynden has reviewed his operations. Satisfactory 
progress is undoubtedly being made although owing to the difficulty of procuring 
accurate statistical information this assertion cannot be supported by figures. 
But Mr, Blechynden is now engaged in an attempt to collate fairly complete 
statistics of the importation and distribution of Indian and Ceylon tea, and 
when these are ready it will be possible to draw more precise conclusions as 
to the exact position. It should be added that the joint working with Ceylon 
will continue during the year 1907-08, on the same terms as those which have 
been hitherto in force. That is to say, a total sum of j£l 2,000 will bo contri- 
buted in the same proportions .is heretofore. 

In addition to the joint fund, ]\Tt% Blechynden is also charged with the control 
of the expenditure of a further sum which is devoted to Indian tea only. 
During the past year the sum thus expended was jCo.OOO and for the coining 
year it has been fixed at j 64,00(). Mr. Blechynden’s report on the administration 
of this fund is so complete as to make it unnecessary for the Committee to go 
into details here. But the work is, they believe, being pushed on in an entirely 
satisfactory manner, and is leading to most useful results. 

PpopoMd Continuanoe of the Indian Tea Cess. 

The Indian Tea Cess was imposed by Act IX. of 1908, according to which it 
is to remain in force until the 31st March 1908. But the Act provides for its 
continuance for a further period should His Excellency the Governor-General 
see fit, on the recommendation of the Cess Committee, so to extend it. 
During the past year the Committee have fully considered the question, and 
they have consulted the tea industry, as represented by the Indian Tea Asso- 
ciation and the different Local Associations throughout the country, with 
reference to it. The opinions which have been thus elicited have been unani- 
mously in favour of the cess being extended for a further period of five years. 
The members of the Goss Committee are themselves entirely in agreement 
with this view ; and they have accordingly recommended to His Excellency tfio 
Governor- General in Council that those sections of the Act which, in the 
ordinary course, would lapse at the end of March next should continue in 
operation for a further period of five years. 

Aooounts. 

[A statement of accounts for the year ended dlst March, 1907 is annexed to 
the report.] 

Mr. Consul O^Brien-Butler reports from Ampy, regarding trade in 1906 : — 

Tha.export of tea continues to show a steady fall, having dwindled from 
88,810 cwts. in 1896 to 7,189 cwts. in 1906. Be-e^rted Formosan tea in the 
same way indicates how this branch of trade is being drawn away from Amoy. 
In 1906 ^,092 cwts. were re-exported, of which 76,019 cwts. went to the United 
States, as against 112,298 cwts. (97,191 cwts. for the United States) in 1905. 
The figures for re-«xported tea 10 years ago were 214,780 cwts. (198,017 cwts. 
for the United States.) 
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1 note with pleasure that the Planters are prepared to join, in conjunction 
with other countries, in any propaganda which may be inaugurated for 
the popularization of Coffee. Most Members of the committee are still 
absent from town, but I have sent copies of these resolutions to the 
London Chamber of Commerce and to Messrs. Brooke Mockett and 
Arthur Harris. 

In the course of another ten days or so, a meeting of the Committee will 
be held, when the matter will be fully discussed. 

Press Quotations for Coffee. 

Under date 80th September 1907, the Manager of Beater’s Telegram 
Company, Limited, Madras, writes to the U. P. A. S. I. : — 

On the 26th August last you addressed the Editors of the Madras Mail 
and Madras Times with reference to our quotations for Rio Coffee, 
which appear in those papers. 

Rio Coffee is quoted by us to suit our subscribers, and we have referred to 
them on the subject of the suggested alteration, and they object to any 
alteration being made. 

If, however, we are able to secure any subscribers to East Indian B,” 
and your Association feels disposed to subscribe also we shall be pleased 
to have it insluded, if obtainable. 

The Indian Tea Aeeoolatlon. 

It will be of interest to planters on the South to know that in August last 
Mr. Hutchinson, Scientific Officer to the Indian Tea Association, (Calcutta), 
suggested that arrangements might be made for the issuing periodically of a 
Journal which might contain suggestions from leading planters as to directions 
for scientific investigation, comparative information as to local conditions in 
different districts arid, generally, information which would be of value to the 
industry ; he dwelt at length on the advantages of such a publication. 

The General Committee replied that they were impressed with the proposal 
and were of opinion that it deserves favourable consideration ; their idea is 
that it will be most satisfactory to wait until Mr. Hutchinson comes down to 
Calcutta, when they can have an opportunity of fully discussing the whole 
matter with him. 

Sale of Tea In India. 

During the last annual meeting Messrs. Vijiam & Co. of 76, Thumbu Chetty 
Street, Madras, submitted certain proposals regarding the sale of Tea in India,, 
and their letter was considered and recorded. A copy of this communicatioa 
has since been placed at the disposal of each of the Councillors and, therefore, 
of the Honorary Secretaries of the various District Planters’ Associations. The 
above firm are understood to be willing to undertake the sale of Coffee, as well 
as Tea. 

Madras Agrl-Hoptloultupal Society. 

The Hon. Secretary of the Madras Agri-Horticultural Society writes to the 
U. P. AS. I.:— 

At the next exhibition of the above Society, to be held on the 15th February, 
1968, several prizes have been offered for competition which should attract 
attention among planters. I append particulars and should be obliged if you 
would make them known among the members of the U. P. A. S. I. and the 
District Planters’ Association. Father particulars may be had from the 
Superintendent, Agri-Horticultural Society, Madras^ 

The particulars referred to are as follows : — 

** Silver, or Bronze Medals will be awarded for any exhibits of plants and 
products of special economic value, s.y., rubbers ; tobacco leaf grown 
locally, fit for wrappers ; tanning materials, tea, coffee, drugs, etc., etc.’* 
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MEETINGS OF DISTRICT ASSOCIATIONS, 
Shevaroy Planters’ Association. 

The Syetem of Coffee Passes and Special Police in Crop Time, 

A Special General Meeting was held on August 5th, 1907, at the Victoria 
Boom, Yercaud, to consider the recommendation of the Sub-Committee appoint- 
ed at the Quarterly General Meeting held on June 10th, 1907, re Coffee Passes 
in conjunction with means for the better policing of these Hills in crop time, 
and the following resolutions were passed. 

Present.— Fathers F. Daniel and Rochet, Messrs. H. S. Dickins, E. Dickins, 
C. Bahm, 0. Dickins, F. D. H. Short, S. M. Hight, C. G. Lechler, 
J. 0. Large, W. Kahm, R. A. Gilbey and B. Cayley, Chairman 
and Honorary Secretary. 

1. Eesolved — That only one form of coffee pa»s be used for the Shevaroyi 
for all consignments or sales of coffee. 

N.B . — This does not affect the transport of produce from one estate to 
another. 

2. That pass forms be sold in books containing 10, each pass to be numbered 
consecutively and stamped with the Yercaud Deputy Tahsildar’s Official Seal 
and sold for 10 annas a book. 

Proposed by Mr. C. G. Lechler and seco nded by Mr. F. D. H. Short — 
Carried by 11 — 1. 

8. Resolved — That the names of the issuers of the passes be kept on record 
in the Yercaud Deputy Tahsildar’s Office. 

4. That the coffee passes be compulsory on the Shevaroys. 

Proposed by Mr. 0. G. Lechler and seconded by Mr. F. D. II. Short- 
Carried by 11 — 1. 

5. That the form of coffee passes be the same as those in general 
use on the Shevaroys but in triplicate. 

6« Resolved (a) That the original pass be retained by the issuers. 

(6) That the duplicate pass be given to the carrier of the 
coffee to be delivered up to the police at the place of 
delivery, who shall verify the contents and return the 
pass to the Station House Officer, Yercaud. 

(c) That the issuer forward the triplicate pass direct to the 
Station House Officer, Yercaud, for the purpose of checking 
the duplicate pass (5). 

7. Resolved. — That these passes be forwarded by the Station House Officer, 
Yercaud, to the Deputy Tahsildar, Yercaud, and a register kept of all coffee 
despatched from these hills for comparison with the estimates previously sent 
in as now required by Government in Form A. 

8. Resolved. — That an Inspector be sent up in charge of the Special Police 
Constable as Check Officer, and that he be requested to check all crop books 
whatsoever once a month. 

9. Resolved. — ^That 5 police stations be formed and 2 constables be stationed 
at each, who shall patrol in pairs and in plain clothes and who shall keep a 
watch on coffee in transit and also on the various estates within their area and 
present their beat books for signature daily at a different estate in their beat. 

10. Resolved. — That the Association grant a reward to the Police concerned 
of R8.25 for conviction in a coffee theft and Rs.QO for conviction of a receiver. 

1\. Resolved. — That the Honorary Secretary be requested to write to the 
District Magistrate and the Superintendent of Police, Salem, enclosing copies of 
resolutions pMsed, and to ask the District Mamstrate if he will receive a de- 
putation consisting of Messrs. J. C. Large, S. M, Hight and B. Cayley to discuss 
the resolutions and that the Superintendent of Police may be present at 
the interview. 

With a vote of thanks to the Sub-Committee, the meeting terminated. 

(Signed) Bernard CAtiiRV, Chairman. 
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SlittMurasr Plantora* JLssocriatiom. 

Proceedings of tke Mnaal General Meetiag» held in the Yietoria Rooms, 
Yercaud, on September 9tb, 1907. 

Prbsbnt. — Rev. F. Daniel and Rev. L. Rochet; Messrs. C.G.Leohler, G. Turner, 
C. Dickins, E. Diokins, S. Campbell, G. Rahm, W. Rahm, F. D« 
Short, R. F. Carey, C. K. Short, H. Dickins, S. M. Hight, J. C. 
Large, E. C. Large, and B. Cayley, Chairman and Honorary 
Secretary. 

1. The Honorary Secretary's Report . — 

G^bntlbmbn.— Mr. W. I. Lechler and I shared the duties of the Honorary 
Secretaryship for the past year and if my report is incomplete, I hope you will 
cut it down to that, for much of my information of what was done has been 
pulled from the reports handed over to me on May 1st. 

Accounts. — These show a balance in hand on August Slst of Rs.859<3^ 
compared with 1^8.481-7-8, on the same date last year. Subscriptiona show a 
falling off of B8.77-8-0, due to the fact that last year many arrears were 
paid up. This year only Rs.24 is due, which will, I hope, be recovered shortly. 

Feeder Roads —This subject is still a matter of correspondence, but there 
is nothing to ri;port further. It is, however, the care of the executive to try 
and get certain roads completed so as to enable them to fulfil their proper 
functions. 

Telegraphs. — Nagalur has now been placed in telegraphic communication with 
Yercaud, which must he a source of gratification to the members in that district. 

Police Arrangements. —The arrangements made last year and the patrolling 
of the special constables were unsatisfactory This year there has been much 
correspondence on the subject of coffee passes combined with better Police 
arrangements, and a sub-committee was appointed in Juno last to consider the 
subject and report on the best measures to adopt. This they did, and with trifl- 
ing modifications, their report was approved at a special gene»al meeting held 
on August 5th. Messrs. J. G. Large, S. M. Hight, and the Honorary Secretary 
were at this meeting appointed to approach the District Magistrate and Super- 
intendent of Police and lay their views before them, and I propose to make a 
statement of their action when the subject i« discussed later on. 

Abyssinian Coffee.’- A bag of this was distributed in December last to mem- 
bers for experimental purposes but the seed was old and consequently its germi- 
nating power was practically gone, which perhaps is the reason why no results 
have been reported to the Association. A further small supply was forwarded to 
me by the Honorary Secretaries, Salem Agricultural Association, in August, 
which has been put down, but with no hope of success. 

Coffon.— Caravonica cotton is undoubtedly unsuitable for the Shevaroys, 
but those who wish to experiment further with cotton can have, on aoplication, 
some of the seeds of Tytler^s cotton, a couple of pounds of the seed of which 
has been sent me for distribution. It appears to be of the Peruvian variety and 
mav do well; for an acclimatised Peruvian cotton is to be found on these Hills 
which grows rapidly and gives a fair quantity of cotton even when uncultivated. 

Bue-Producis.—h^ large area of Pari and CearC rubber has been planted, 
amongst coffee, and it would be instructive if, say once or twice a year, 
those who hSre planted it would rive information as to growth and appearance 
At the different elevations, to the Honorary Secretary for c^ributipn ^ongst 
the members. The same applies bo all bye-products which are likely to U 
iemunerative. If all those who experiment wdlgive their experiences for the 
^ of the community we cannot but benefit, anAhn annual resume of the efforts 
of planters in this direction would make a valuable report for reference attd be 
a means of mutual help and encouragement. With regard to coffee pesta the 
methods in use for combating the various peri» and their success Or failure, 
with noUs on the same would, I feel sure, be much appreciated by members, for 
methods whidb are stioeosefol elsewhere are not necessanly successful locally. I 
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should like to see an annual report of experimenti in these directions embodied 
by the Association and sent to all its members for their information. 

Delegate to U. P. A. 8. 1, — Mr. Turner was asked to represent this Association 
at the annual meeting, and we await his report on the work done. 

The committee now place their resignations in your hands. 

Proposed by Mr. Turner and seconded by Mr. S. Campbell, that the accounts 
be passed and the report adopted and printed and copies sent to members. 
— Carried xinanimouely. 

Proposed by Mr. C. G. Lechler and seconded by Mr. G. Turner. That the 
proposals of the Honorary Secretary re reports from members regarding bye-pro- 
ducts and pests be adopted and that members be invited to semi in reports once 
a quarter to the Honorary Secretary for printing and circulation amongst 
members of this Association.*’ — Carried unanimously. 

U.P.A.8.L Delegate's Report. — Mr. G. Turner gave an account of what had 
been done at the meeting in Bangalore, which met with the approval of the 
Association, and a hearty vote of thanks was accorded him. 

8ubscription to U.P.A.S.I., 1007-08. — Proposed by Mr. B. Cayley andsecond- 
^ by Mr. C. G Lechler. — “ That the Association pay Rs,150 for the coming 
season and as it is willing to pay 8 pies per acre on all cultivated lands do 
instruct its delegate at the next annual meeting of the U. P. A. S. I. to support 
this proposal.” — Carried unaniinotbsly. 

Police Arrangements in Crop Time, — Proposed by Mr. C. G. Lechler, and 
seconded by Mr. C. Dickins. — “ That this matter of coffee passes be postponed 
till such time as the Honorary Secretary receive the reply of the Superintendent 
of Police Madura, and that the sub-committee thereupon meet and embody 
such ideas from the Madura scheme as would be advantageous to our system, 
and that the sub-committee then call a public meeting of owners at an early 
date.” — Carried unanimously. 

Preservation of Game. — Proposed by Mr. G. Turner and seconded by Mr. 8 . 
M.Hight. — “ That the Honorary Secretary be empowered to convene a meeting 
of residents of the Shevaroy Hills for the purpose of considering the question of 
the production of game and of forming a Game Association for the Shevaroys.” 
— Carried unanimously. 

Breach of Contract Delays. — Proposed by Mr. S. M. Hight, seconded by Mr. 
J. Large. — “ That the Honorary Secretary be requested to address the 
District Magistrate with reference to the difficulty now experienced in serving 
warrants and summonses under the Breach of Contract Act and also as to 
delay in disposing of cases and the difficulty when issuing warrants and sum- 
monses on defaulting coolies, owing to the present system of posting such 
warrants, etc., to various Station House Officers, and that the Honorary Secretary 
be requested to suggest that the complainant should not be called upon to 
attend Court until the accused has been arrested and bound over to appear on 
a given date and that thereupon only the notice should be sent to complainant 
to appear ; secondly, that warrants should be entrusted for service by the 
Yercaud Police only.’* — Carried unanimously. 

Yercaud Feeder Roads.— Proposed by Mr. S. Campbell, seconded by Mr. G. 
Turner.—" That the correspondence relating to the Yercaud Feeder roatls be 
sent up to the U. P. A. S. I. and they be asked to approach Government and 
.a.8k them to find the funds necessary to comnlete them in accordance with the 
resolution to that effect passed by the U. P. A. S. I, at their meeting in 
August, 1907.”— Carried unanimously 

Waste Land on the Nt2^tm--;-BeBolyed that the Honorary Secretary 
be requested to write to the District Magistrate requesting that the additional 
rules relating to waste lands in force in the Nlfgiris be extended to the 
.Shevai^oyB. 
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Pap§T8 distributed, — 1^. Forma for coffee estimates. 

Notes on tapping Funtumia Elastic^, 
proceedings of Special General Meeting held on August* 
6th, 1^7. 


Election of Office- Bearers for 190T^8,- 


~B. Cayley, Chairman and Honorai^ 
Secretary. 

S. M. Hight 
C. Dickins | 

J. C. Large j 

G. Turner ^ Committee, 

C. Bahm 
C. G. Lechler 
F. D. Short 


With a vote of thanks to the chair, the meeting terminated. 

(Sd.) Bbrnabd Caylky, 

Chairman, 


The Nilgiri Planters* iLssooiation. 

Proceedings of an Extrs^ordinary General Meeting held at Ootacamund, 
on Friday, the 6th September 1907. 

Present. — Messrs, the Hon’ble H. P. Hodgson, W. Mullaly, L. C. Liebenrood,. 

A. F. Vans Agnew, H. P. Wilbraham, F. M. Cockburn, R. L* 
Proudlock, ancl 0. H. Brock (Honorary Secretary). 

1. Mr. W« Mullaly was voted to the chair. 

2. The Proceedings of the Annual General Meeting held on 22nd ApriL. 
1907, and of the Committee Meeting held on 18th August, 1907, were read 
and confirmed after previous circulation. 

8. The Honorary Secretary ^en read the report of the delegates to the 
U.P.A.S.I. General Meeting at Bangalore, which ran as follows: — 

Gentlemen, — As directed by you, we attended the Fourteenth Annual 
General Meeting of the United Planters* Association of Southern India, held at 
Bangalore on the 19th, 20th, 21st and 22nd of August. 

Ten District Associations were represented at the Meeting by fourteen dele- 
gates. A fairly full account of all that took place in open meeting has been 
reported in the Madras Mail, Dr. Lehmann gave a very interesting address 
on the result of experiments in Pruning. The Hon*ble Mr. A. Williams, British 
Resident in Mysore, was present at the discussion on the proposed Mangalore- 
Arsikere Railway. 

In accordance with your instructions we supported resolutions dealing 
with the further reduction of the British Import Duty on Tea ; the withdrawid 
of the Ceylon Import Duty on Tea ; a vote of thanks to Dr, H,, H 3fann ; the 
Rotation against the Adulteration of Cofee in England ; the London Quota- 
tione of Coffe# in the Madras Press; the continuance of the Tea Cess ; and the 
reduction o! Commission on Money Orders. 

The other most important subjects were : — 

The Populurisaiion of Cofee, — ^This subject was very fully disoussed, and 
delegates were of the opinion that, provided other oofiee producing countries- 
support the scheme proposed by Mr. Sanderson, Government should be re- 
quested to levy an Export Cess, and that the proceeds of this should be deyoted 
to the campaign for the Popularisation of Oom^ in England and other oountries. 

Fertilizers, — ^The Meeting was glad to notice that yearly more jjuro 
givhiig guaranteed analyses of manures, and again urges, upon planters tagiye 
support to the firms doing so. , 

Seientifte Officer. — This important project gave rise to a great deal of dis- 
cussion. It was felt that, as the U. P. A. 3. 1, has lost its reserve fund, ii* 
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would be very difficult and risky for the Association to appoint and maintain 
its own Scientific Officer, as the estimates drawn up showed no margin of funds 
to fall back on in the event of estimates being exceeded. It was finally decided 
to request the Government of Madras to Tend a properly qualified officer to 
carry out the necessary work entirely under the control of the U. P. A. S. I. 
for three years, and that, after ascertaining how much assistance can be ob- 
tained from the Imperial and Mysore Governments and planters themselves^ 
the sumso collected be tendered as a contribution towards the outlay. 

Madras Planters' Labour Act — We carried out your instructions as to the 
proposed amendments to the Act, but we had to decide as regards Sections 
4 and 85 on our own initiative, as the last proposals of Government as to the 
amendments of these Sections only reached us three or four days before attend* 
ingthe meeting. We are bringing these points before you to-day for discussion, 
and we trust that you will approve of the opinions that we expressed on your 
behalf. 

Finance, — There was a very strong feeling on the part of the Travancore 
Associations that the subscriptions of District Associations to the U.P.A-S.I. 
should be levied on a uniform acreage basis. It was proved, however, that two 
or three Associations could not possibly manage to pay any large increase of 
subscription, so it was finally resolved that a very special appeal should be 
made by District Associations to every planter in India and Home proprietors 
urging them to support their District Associations and thus help to swell the 
funds of the U. P. A. S. I. and increase its influence. 

Office Bearers, — The following gentlemen were elected to office for the 
current year : — 

Chairman • . Mr. C. E. Abbott, (Wynaad). 

Vice-Chairman . • Mr. J. Q. Hamilton, (S. Mysore). 

Planting Member . • The Hon. Mr.lH. P. Hodgson. 

Secretary . . Mr. H. Ormerod. 

(Signed) The Hon. Mr. H. P, Hodgson. 

( „ ) Mr. C. H. Brock. 

The report was passed, and a vote of thanks to the delegates, proposed by 
Mr. Wilbraham, was carried unanimously. 

4. Madras Planters' Labour Law, — ^The meeting confirmed the action of 
the delegates with reference to the latest amendment to Section 4 proposed by 
Government, 

Read.— U.P.A.S.I. Circular No. 48 of 1907, dated 4— 9— 07.— After a good 
deal of discussion the following resolution^ proposed by Mr. Brock and second* 
ed by Mr. Vans Agnew, was carried unanimously : — 

“ With reference to letter from the Secretary of U. P. A. S. I., to the Chief 
Secretary to the Government of Madras, Judicial Department, dated the 39th 
August 1907, this Association hopes that the reference to the amendment to^ 
Section 85 makes it clear that what is wanted is that a maistrjr having been 
convicted under am,y clause of Section 24, may still be held liable unaer the 
clauses of Section 85.’' 

The Honorary Secretary was instructed to write to the Honorary Secretary, 
Wynaad Planters' Association, and to the Secretary of the U. P, A. S. 1., with 
reference to the above resolution. 

6 . An informal discussion with reference to the proposed scheme for the 
employment of a Scientific Officer followed. 

6 . Votes of thanks to the chair and to Major Copeland for the loan of the 
room terminated the proceedings. 

(Signed) W. Mvllaly, (Chairman), 

( „ ) C. H. Brook, (Honorary Sedrstary), 
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Wynaad Planters’ Association. 

Meeting of 11th September 1907, at Meppadi Club. 

Present.— Messrs. C. E. Abbott, H. Atzenwiler. E. A. Hughes, B. E. Malcolm, 
S. H. Powell. Jnr, A. West, H. B. Winterbotham and H, Wad- 
dington, Honorary Secretary. Visitor— Mr. W. A. Smith. Super- 
intendent, Post Offices- Mr. E. A. Hughes in the Chair. 

Proceedings of last meeting were cofirmed. 

Read general correspondence with reference to business of the last meet- 
ing — Approved. 

1280. New Member . — Mr. D. H McLeod, proposed by Mr. H. Atzenwiler, 
and seconded by Mr. E. A. Hughes, was elected. 

1282. Bubber. — Mr. Malcolm informed the Association his letter, referred 
to at the last meeting, was written under a misapprehension of the facts. 

1283. Beads No. 38^ Chundale — Sholadi, — The Honorary Secretary was 
asked to call the attention of the District Engineer to the fact that there ap- 
pears to be no metal ready on miles 6 and 7, which are already wearing into 
holes, and no provision appears to have been made between Chundale and 
Meppadi for the repairs, which will be shortly required. 

1284. Roads No, 35 B, Sultan's Battery — Nellakota, — The Association 
notes with regret decision arrived at to convert road No, 85 H into a bridle path 
and hopes there is still time to reconsider the matter before 81st March next. 

1285. Plague Basses. — Resolved that the Collector be asked to appoint all 
writers on Estates Local Authorities, as was done in the case of planters. 

1286. Post Office. — Read letter from Honorary Secretary to the Superin- 
tendent of Post Offices, Calicut, who was present, and explained that he hoped 
to be able to meet the wishes of the Association by making despatch of mails 
from Velleramulla, Meppadi and Vaitri two hours later than at present. 
Recorded with satisfaction, and the Association thanks Mr. Smith for his readi- 
ness in acceding to its request. 

1287. Non-Set'vice of Warrants. — Mr. West brought to the notice of the 
Association, that although he received letters from a maistry at his village, he 
could not get the man arrested although warrant had been sent some time 
ago. Mr. West was asked to send particulars as to name, etc., and the Honorary 
Secretary was instructed to address the Resident, in Mysore. 

Mr. Hughes cited a similar case of a maistry in the Coimbatore District 
and promised to send the Honorary Secretary particulars. The Collector of 
Coimbatore will be addressed on the matter. 

1288. Sanitation. — Mr. Waddiiigton called attention to the insanitary con- 
dition of the roads in Wynaad and was requested to bring the matter to the 
notice of the Deputy -Collector. 

1289. U.P,A,S.I, Conference. ^Messrs. Waddington and Atzenwiler desired 
it should be recorded that in bringing forward the amendment : 

** That this Association is not in favour of any further special action as to the 
** wirihdrawal of the Act at the next U. P. A. S. I. meeting, unless it is 
“ brought up by other Associations,'’ 

on the 10th July last, they did not intend that in its present form the Act 
was found to work better than anticipated. They think that in its present form, 
and even more so If amended on lines proposed in U.P.A S.I. Circular No. 46, 
the Act is more valueless than Act XIII. of 59 and it would be in the interei^s 
of the Wynaad if the Act were withdrawn. Recorded. 

U. P. A. 8, I. MMtIng. 

Mr. Abbott read the following report, which was ordered to be printed : — 

‘*lt is usual for your Delegate to supplemeut what has appeared in the papers 
by reporting on any subjects of special interest to his own Association. 
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Cofee Cei8 » — You authorised me to agree to the principle of a compulsory 
cess, and this is what the U. P. A S. I. has asked for conditionally on the 
various countries mentioned in Mr. Sanderson’s scheme giving their support. 

Scientific Officer. — Rs.8,000 a year for 3 years has been subscribed by planters 
towards this object. The Governments of India, Madras and Mysore are to 
be asked for financial assistance, and the Government of Madras is to be asked 
to lend an officer, who is to devote the whole of his time to subjects of 
interest to planters and is to work under the control of the U, P. A S. I. The 
cost of this scheme is estimated to be Rs. 14,000 per annum. 

I ought to mention that this is not quite what the Mysore Delegates wanted. 
They would have preferred to have the Scientist engaged by the U. P. A. S. I. 
and*^ entirely at its disposal. They finally agreed to the resolution which is 
printed. 

Labour R'^eruitin^ an i Emigration. — Mr. Martin gave us some interesting 
information about the methods of recruiters. He and Mr. Hodgson were 
requested te interview the Madras Government and to enquire what can be 
done to protect the interests of planters in Southern India. 

Labour Law . — This was a subject which 1 hoped would occupy a very small 
space in our proceedings. The only instructions I had were to oppose a proposed 
amendment which no supporter of the Act even had a good word to say for 
but, on my way to Bangalore, Mr. Waddington gave me a letter from the 
Chief Secretary which he had just received, in which certain new amendments, 
and alterations of pramised amendments were proposed. You have all seen 
this letter, which has been published in the Planters* Chronicle^ as well as the 
resolution passed by the U. P. A. S. I. on it. I agreed to this resolution, though 
I refused to second it, and told the meeting distinctly that I could not bind 
my Association. As an immediate reply was asked for, personally I think 
it was the beat we could make. I am partly responsible for the memorandum 
of opinions, which Mr. Brock and I drew up with Mr. Hodgson’s assistance. 
The repudiation of the proposed alteration of Section 29 is sufficiently emphatic. 

The only other matter in this connection that I need refer to is that Mr. 
Hodgson spoke of a resolution we recently passed not to take any special 
action at pre&ent for the withdrawal of the Act, as if it brought the whole of 
the Associations subscribing to the U.P.A.S.I. into line in its favour. 

I explained what the position of the Wynaad Association was. \s 
to the rest, some Associations have declared against the Act, and I can answer 
ior it that not a single district has shown the least intention of asking for its in- 
troduction. Nor do I believe that the Government of India intends to incon- 
venience Zemindars, Millowners and employers of labour including planters 
throughout the Empire by repealing Act 18 of 1866. The truth is, as everyone 
who has attended the U. P, A. 8. 1. Meetings in recent years knows, that 
while Delegates from other Districts are sympathetic to us in our difficulties, 
they do not look upo i the matter as one that has much personal interest to 
Jthemselves 

Money Order Commission . — We have again asked Government to reduce this 
to reasonable rates. We have the support of the Madras Trades’ Association, with 
which body the Secretary, U. P. A. S. I., is to co-operate. 

The recently announced reduction in postal rates leads one to hope that this 
anomaly may be removed. 

Finance . — ^You will have seen the remarks that were made on this subject, 
The U. P. A 8. 1., as you know, has lost the whole of its reserve fund by 
Messrs. Arbuthnot k Co.’s failure. 

For the present it can pay its way. But it is not in a position to help for- 
ward any schemes for the benefit of planters that require pecuniary assist- 
ance. I have a statement here which shows the maximum and minimum 
-subscriptions that the various Associations might pay and also their actual 
payments. Mr. Richardson, the Central Travanoore delegate, has Carefully 
gone into the subject, and his figures will bd published in the Book of Pro- 
ceedings. 
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With one exception, all the Associations pay considerably more than their 
minimum, and we pay more than the maximum. The trend pf opinion ap- 
peared to me to be tlmt the rate of subscription ought to be a fixed one on an 
average basis. 

I was elected Chairman, a compliment which I accept as paid tio the 
Wynaad Association.*’ 

Resolved that the Association records its hharbv and cordial thanks to Mr. 
Abbott for the work done by him as its delei^ate at Bangalore and congratulates 
him on his appointment as Chairman. 

1290. Madras Planters' Labour Law , — Read TJ. P. A. Circular Nos. 46 and 
48. Letters from Secretary, U. P. A., of 4th September and from Honorary 
Secretary, Nilgiri Planters’ Association. 

Resolved that this Association is of opinion that a maistry or snb-maistry, 
having been convicted of any offence under Section 24 of the Act should still 
be held liable under Section 35. 

That part of the letter from Secretary, U. P. A., to Chief Secretary of •Govern- 
ment, Madras, dated 29bh August 1907, relating to amendment proposed re 
Section 29 of the Act was approved. 

With reference to other proposals, members present thought time for further 
consideration of the question was necessary. Decided to postpone matter till 
next meeting. 

1291. Papers on the Table, — U.P.A.S.T. Cirs. Nos. 44 to 48. 

I.T.A.Cirs. Nos. 11 to 14 and 16. 

Production of Tea 1906. 

Tea Export Statement No. 72 July. 

Tapping Rubber Funtumia elasiica. 

Report Gov. Parks and Gardens, Nilgir is. 

A vote of thanks to the chair terminated the proceedings. 

(Signed) Ernhst A. Hughbs, Chairman. 

( „ ) H. Waddingtqn, Honorary Secretary. 

Notice . — Although election of rtew members is by ballot there is no provision 
in rules to that effect. Notice is given that at next meeting it will be pro- 
posed to alter Rule V. by inserting between words “ Meeting and elected ” 
the words “ balloted for.’* 


Reporting on the trade of the United States for 1996 Mr. Seymour Bell, 
British Commercial Agent, states : — 

There is a very satisfactory improvement in the qmantity of tea imported in 
1906 from the United Kingdom and East Indies. This was in spite of a de- 
crease of about 7,250,000lbs., in the total imports. There was a decrease in 
the imports from China and Japan, the chief sources of supply, of over 
10,500,0001bs. The total imports from the United Kingdom, British North 
America and the East Indies amounted to about 19,000,0001bs., an increase of 
about 2,750,00Dlbs. compared with 1905. 

In this connection it may be of interest to point out that the Ceylon Tea 
Planters’ Association has appointed a representative, who has his headquartm 
in New York, to bring before the general public the importance of the products 
of that colony with especial reference to tea. This gentleman i^pears to be 
doing good work, and the result is likely to be an increase of imports from 
Ceylon in the future. This is, therefore, a very favourable time for British 
shippei's of tea to increase their trade with the United States. ^ The experience 
of we Ceylon representative has been that many of the large importers of tea 
were ignorant of the importance q! Ceylon a tea-producing countrv. It 
appears to be a, strange ,toing that commercial travellers in tea have not before 
now brought to the norice of prospective customers the advantages nf buying 
from such an iinDOrtant tea-nroduoinff countrv as Cevlou. There auDears to 


be no doubt that^there is more liking lor East in4iap teas than formeny, and if 
the business is gone after in a proper manner, it ought to show a favourable 
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rrHE INDIAN TEA ASSOCIATION, (London). 

The following are extracts from the report of the General Committee for the 
year 1906-07 : — 

The Indisin Tmm, Ci*op of 1906. 

The total quantity of tea exporteil from Northern India vid Calcutta and 
Chittagong, between the Ist April, 1906, and the Slat March, 1907, amounted to 
221,252,8081b8., compared with 202,895 ,4891bB. for the previous year, or an 
increase of 18,867,8141b8. over the crop of 1906. 

The quantity of Tea exported from Southern India, during the same period 
(Ist April, 1906 to 81jit March, 1907), was ll,210,8271b8., against ll,016,1471b8. 
in 1905, and 9,960,0601b8. in 1904. The total exports, therefore, from Northern 
and Southern India amounted to 282,468 ,6401bs., as compared with 
218,911,6861b8. in 1905 and 218,586,982 lbs. in 1904. 

British Import Duty. 

At a meeting of the Standing Joint-Committee of India and Ceylon, it was 
decided to ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer te receive a deputation, in order 
to represent to him the injustice of the present duty on Tea, and to urge its 
reduction. A letter was addressed to the Chancellor of the Exchequer on the 
6th February, signed by the Secretaries of the Indian and Ceylon Tea Associa- 
tions, to which the following reply was received the next day ; — 

Treasnrv Chambers,” 
“Whitehall, S. W.,‘7th February, 1907. 

Dear Sir, 

“ I am desired by the Chancellor of the Exchequer to acknowledge the 
receipt of the letter signed by Mr. Leake and yourself under date the 6th 
instant, asking him to receive a deputation of those interested in British-grown 
Tea, and in reply, to say that, while thanking you for your offer to wait upon 
him, he does not think there would be any advantage in his receiving suen a 
deputation at the jiresent time.’^ 

“Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) John Bradbury.” 

It was therefore agreed to send in a joint memorial on behalf of your Asso- 
ciation and the Ceylon Association in London. 

lat Marchy 1907. 

[The Memorial.] 

The Right Honourable 

Herbert Henry Asquith, K. C., M. P., 

Chancallor of the Exchequer. 

Sir. 

We, the undersigned Assooiations, representing producers of Tea in India 
and Ceylon, have the honour to address you on the subject of the Import Duty 
on Tea. 

In 1908 and 1904 we memorialised the then Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
and again in March last, we had the honour to address you, pointing out tbat, 
for 11 years previous to 1901, with a duty of 4d. per lb., the increase in con- 
sumption of all Teas in the United Kingdom averaged 5 million lbs. a year, 
but since tbat date, until last year, with the duty at 6d. to 8d. per lb., consump- 
tion had remained almost stationary. That the check in consumption was due 
to the higher duty seems to be proved by the ffwb that the remission of 2d« 
per lb, by your predecessor in 1906, and of Id. by yourself last year, has had 
the effect of increasing duty payments no less than 11,000,000 lbs., as the 
following figures for the calendar years show: — 

1901 .. 266^78,082 lbs. 

J902 964,440,188 „ 

1908 266,866,968 „ 

1904.. 266,660,268 „ 

1906 269,090,880 „ , 

1006. . 270,099,895 ,, ^ 

It is necessary, however to point out that some part of this increase is pro- 
bably due to the replenishment of duty paid stocks, which had been reduced to 
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the smallest possible limit for some time previous to the introduotioa pf your 
last Budget, on account of a well-founded anticipation of a reduction in the duty. 

We would further bring to your notice that previous to the imposition of the 
War Tax in 1900, — of which Id., it must be borne in mind, still exists — there 
had been a regular increase in the per capita consumption of Tea. 

The maximum was reached in the year 1901, but since that year has been a 
decrease until last year, the figures being as follows 


1901... 

... 



• •• 

... 6*16 lbs. per hd. 

1902... 

... 




... 0 06 1) 

1903... 

... 


... 

• •• 

... 6-03 „ 

1904... 

... 


••• 


600 „ 

1906.. 

. . . 




600 

1906 .. 



... 


... 6*18 ft tf 


It will be seen that the per capita consumption last year is practically the 
same as it was in 1901, and although we do ^not claim that the increase will go 
on to an indefinite extent, we do state that there is no reason why it should 
not increase to the level of the consumption in Australia and New Zealand, 
where the per capita consumption is 7 lbs. and 6*64 lbs. per head respectively. 
An increased a »n sumption of many millions of lbs. of Tea in the Home mar- 
ket may reasoux )ly be expected if only a further reduction in the duty can be 
obtained. 

Further we would like to point out that the present duty is equal to a tax 
of 76% on the average value, and, as stated in your Budget speech last year 
it is ^ still by far the highest, in proportion to its value, of all the taxes leviea 
on articles of food apart from alcohol.’* Coffee bears a tax of 25%, and Cocoa 
only 18%. Consequently, the principal temperance beverage of the country 
bears an unduly heavy impost* A heavy duty is apt to defeat its object — viz., 
to increase its revenue —by reducing the consumption and thereby curtaining 
its productive value. 

It is important to state that the reduction of the dut^ by Id. per lb. in April 
last was of too low monetary value to have any sensible effect upon retail 
prices of an article which is so generally sold across the counter in quarter- 
pound and even two-ounce packets. The force of retail competition, however, 
undoubtedly compelled distributors, for a time at least, to give better Tea at 
the old prices. 

We may mention that the rise in duty affected the Tea-producing industry 
very severely, and if it had not been for the activity of those engaged in pushing 
Tea into new markets, in several of which there is no duty levied at all, and the 
good fortune that these new markets responded to the efforts made, a very ^rave 
loss of income would have been inflicted on those who derived their living 
from Tea-gardens, to whom a further redaction of duty would only be an act 
of bare justice. 

We beg to remind you that it has been clearly demonstrated 'that an excessive 
duty not only injures the consumer, but also the producer, which fact you 
emphasised in your Budget speech last year, in the following words ; — **Again, 
an excessive duty on Tea injures the producer as well as the consumer, and in 
this case— -as I think my predecessor pointed out last . year — ^the producer, in 
nine oases out of ten, is one of our fellow-subjects developing in India or 
Ceylon the resources of the British Empire.*’ There is, therefore, no occasion 
for us to put forward further evidence on this point. 

From the Imperial point of view we would respectfully bring to your notice 
that the Tea Industry has been of material benefit to India ana Ceylon. Large 
tracts of unhealthy waste land have been bro^ht under cultiva^on, contri- 
buting substantially to the land revenue of the Empire. 

Hundreds of thousands of native labourers have been removed from the 
congested districts, and are now employed on Tea Estates, or comfortably 
settled down in villages in hitherto unexplored jungle land. This enterprise 
has been the means of opening out railway communication in both countries, 
and is by far the most important industry in the Province qt Assam and in the 
Island of Ceylon. 
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In conclusion, sir, we would urge on you the inexpediency of imposing on 
any article of food, especially the working man’s teetotal drink, a burden as 
great as that which Tea has now to bear, a burden, which, at the same time, 
weighs heavily upon a great industry now almost entirely in British hands, 
built up by British energy, and on which British capital of over J6d5 ,000,000 
has been expended. We therefore trust, air, that you will be able in the pre- 
sent year to make a further reduction in the existing duty. 

A Memorial from the Anti-Tea Duty League, signed by 70 Members of 
Parliament, was also addressed to the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

Unfortunately, the Chancellor did not reduce the duty, although from the 
oonclnding remarks in his speech in the Budget debate last year — reported in 
The Tiums of I2nd May, 1906, when he said, “ I can assure the Committee that 
when I found that my resources where not sufficient to reduce the tax by 2d., 
as I should have liked to do’’ — it was somewhat confidently expected that a 
reduction of at least Id. would be made . 

In his Budget speech of 18th April, 1907, Mr. Asquith remarked : — 

“ The reduction of the Tea Duty by one penny was followed by an increase 
in the consumption of four and a half million pounds. The year in Tea 
has been a record one as regards imports, exports and consumption. 
The great increase throughout the world in the demand, particularly for 
Indian Teas, has raised the price, but there is little reason to doubt that 
but for the redaction of duty there would have been a still higher raise.” 

And 

Then there is the case of Tea and Sugar. The Tea Duty was reduced last 
year by Id. It now stands at fid. — only Id. above the lowest point it 
reached before the time of the War — and lam satisfied from a careful 
review of the existing conditions of the trade that any further attempt 
at this moment to deal with the duty in the way of reduction of another 
penny would not be of any real profit to the consumers of Tea.” 

On tne consideration of the Budget resolutions, reported in The Timea of 2nd 
May, Mr. Fletcher, (Hampstead), moved to reduce the Tea Duty from fid. to 4d. 
He claimed the support of those who objected so much to heavy taxes on the 
food of the poor, as the reduction he proposed would ensure to the consumer 
the benefit of last year’s reduction. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said that he should be very glad to see 
the Tea Duty reduced to 4d., though he must confess that, as between the Tea 
Duty and the Sugar duty, if he had the chance of dealing with indirect taxation 
at all, he would rather deal with the sugar duty, because Tea, if, in a sense, a 
neeessary of life, was rather on the luxury side of the line, while sugar was a 
real necessity as well as a raw material. But he did not ask the House to 
aocept this proposal — in the first place because he could not afford to sacrifice 
revenue; and in the next place, because a reduction of Id. in existing circum- 
stances would not appreciably benefit the consumer. La.st year he gave reasons 
for the view he then held, and still held with modifications, that a reduction of 
Id. on the 6d. duty would go to the consumer either in diminished price or 
improved quality. The reduction had gone to the consumer to a considerable 
extent in improved quality, though not much in the diminshed price. But the 
conditions of the Tea trade had altered very much in the course of the year. 
There had been, for reasons not easy to determine, a large, and, perhaps, an 
abnormal increase in the demand for Indian tea with foreign countries, and 
particularly from Russia, with the result that the wholesale price of Tea had 
gone up, in spite of the reduction of duty, by something like Id. a lb. com- 
pared with this time last year. He had taken the trouble to ascertain the 
opinions of those most conversant with the matter, and he was advised that m 
tne existing state of the ti^e, with this abnormal demand, that a further 
reduction of ld.would certainly go to the pi^ucer or middleman and very 
little to the consumer in this country. Weighing all these cumulative consider- 
ations, it appeared to him that, although he should like to see the Tea Duty 
brought back to the level at which stood before the war— and it had already 
been reduced from the War rate of 8d. to fid. — ^the proposal would not, in 
-existing conditions, have any satisfactory economic or social result.” 
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Qpmib Taa. 

It was the intention of your Oommittee and also of the Cess Committee not 
to continue the bonus on Green Tea after last year. 

On the 11th December last, however, Mr. Blecbynden wrote as follows : — 

“ AVhile in New York recently, I learned, to my satisfaction, that the work 
done by the fund last season was continuing to give results, and that a steady 
demand is being created for India Green Teas. During my stay in New 
York, part of my time was occupied with arrangements relating to the opera* 
tions for this season. I found, to my regret, that in the event of any increased 
demand for Indian Green Teas, the supplies ih sight would be insufficient for 
the requirements. I caused further inquiries to be made, and having learned 
that there was likely to be a considerable shortage even for present require- 
ments, I sent you the message referred to, which I now confirm, 

“ It is now too late for me to make any change in the arrangements I made 
with various firms for pushing Indian Teas, although I now realise that, unless 
full supplies are available, the efforts being made will not only be wasted, but 
may even be productive of some harm to our interests. In my letter of the 
6th March, dealing with the position of India Green Teas at that time — March 
last — I set forth very fully the troubles and disappointments likely to arise in 
the event of there being an insufficient supply of Green Teas, which I antici- 
pated. I have nothing fresh to add to the remarks I then made, save only 
that I am even more impressed with the necessity of some arrangement being 
made for the supply of sufficient quantities of India Green Teas to meet the 
demands of those we ourselves have been instrumental in interesting in this 
class of Tea. I do not think it is a sound or beneficial policy to expend money 
to create a demand for an article, the supply of which is apt to be discontinued 
at a critical time. Hereafter should market conditions or other causes make 
it desirable to resume the manufacture of India Green Teas, the work of 
interesting those who have found their previous labours wasted will be much 
more difficult and expensive.’* 

The Executive Committee of the Cess Committee also cabled previous to 
the Cess Committee Meeting of 29th January last, asking if your Committee 
would recommend the continuance of the bonus on Green Tea for another 
year, considering the improvement which had taken place in the Black Tea 
market. 

Your Committee came to the conclusion that unless some inducement were 
offered for the manufacture of Green Tea this year there is a great probability 
that little or no Green Tea will be manufactured, owing to the large advance in 
price of common Black Teas. Taking into consideration the money already 
spent to develop a trade in India Green Teas, and the strong views expres^ 
by Mr. Blechynden, your Committee decided to recommend the bonus being 
given for another year on a similar quantity and on the same terms. 

As mentioned in the last report, tenders were accepted for 2,411,8001bs. for 
the 1906-06 bonus of 9 pies, out of which quantify the Cess Committee antici- 
pated, ^cording to their last Annual Report, that 2,228,5101bs. would actually 
be subject to bonus. 

With regard to the 1906-07 bonus of 6 pies, the Cess Committee state that 
the total quantity so far offbred for the allotment of bonus is l,882,8001bs., out 
of 2,000,000 lbs. sanbtioned. 

The quantity on which the first instalment (8 pies per lb.) has been paid 
from the Ist June, 1906, to 80th April, 1907, is l,482,80llbs. Of this quantify 
the second instalment h&is been paid, to 80th April, on 882,682lbs., on acootint 
of tenders having been completed. 


Tea is gradually becoming more popular in Belgium, and thera are many 
retail houses which supply tea to retail dealers. It is, however, says the Brituh 
Consul, not so easy to ol^n* really good tea as might be exp^ted, and there* 
is room for a good deal of enterprise in this oonneetion. There is no itnporb 
duty on tea, so the retail selling price should not be high. 
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: WPIAH TEA AISeOCIATION, (Calpu^ta). 

Mosquito Blight. 

In a Report on Mosquito Blight in certain gardens in tire Dooars, Mr. 
Hutchinson remarks : — 

The most marked feature of the attack was the very obvious preference of 
the blight for the low J&t bushes, and the comparative immunity of the 
indigenous variety ; this was the case on ail the gardens visited : the readiness 
with which the former kind succumbed to the attack was no doubt partly due 
to the comparatively great age and consequent lack of vitality of the bushes, 
which showed no signs of recovery, nor any promise of further growth this 
season. 

The methods of dealing with this blight recommended by this Department 
has been so for (1) Catching the insects by hand. (2) Spraying the bushes after 
pruning with Kerosine emulsion. Both these methods, I am informed, were 
constantly adopted on some of the gardens affected , while one garden has not 
been treated for Mosquito in any way and does not appear to be worse affected 
than the other three Estates. 

In view of this condition of affairs I have made the following recommenda- 
tions ; — 

(1) That all the affected gardens should combine to eradicate the blight. 

(2) That spraying should be carried out in the cold weather, not merely once, 

but two or three times, so as to destory those insects which were not 
hatched out at tlie time of the first spraying. 

(3) That a system of thorough cleaning out of the bushes should be carried 
out in pruning, to allow of the emulsion reaching every part of the bush. 

(4) That a policy of replanting should be adopted, provid ing for the gradual 
replacement of the poor .Tat tea by indigenous bushes. 

(5) That in view of the impossibility of dealing effe ctively by spraying with 
such large areas of tea, a method of gradual eradication should be 
adopted on the following lines : Areas of convenient size should be isolated 
by planting belts of jungle or by allowing the bushes to run up ; these 
areas could then be thoroughly freed of the blight and would tend to 
remain so, as the mosquito does not fly at any height above the ground ; 
ill this way a certain proportion of the garden could be kept free from 
the blight, whereas under present conditions this is impossible owing to 
the invasion of any treatea area by blight from the surrounding tea. 

Other palliative measures would include an extended system of catching, 
which I should recommend as a more rapid method than that at present in 
use, by the spreading of temporarv movable screens through the tea, smeared 
with any sticky material locally obtainable, sfioh as rice water, paste or gum 
from sau trees, and driving the mosquito down wi nd into these, using sulphur 
torches as well as beating the bushes. 

Reviewing the whole position, it may be said ; — 

(1) That &e severity of the present attack is due to exceptional conditions 
of weather and not to any lack of precautions on the part of the garden 
managers. 

(2) That such a severe and early attack is not likely to recur next season. 

(8) But that in view of its po^tble occurrence in future years, the above-men* 
tioned measures should be' adopted. 

(4) In addition to these palliative measures, the system of replanting above 
recommended should be made an essent^ fjSa^re of the future policy 
of gardens possessnig considerable areas of poor j&t plant. This is the 
more ad viaablot inasmuch as the exeeptipi^aOly quality of the soil 
in tW distrioi should make it very weU spend consider-' 

. able sums of rncmey in sabstitujting Jdi^ea for %ny poor hybpd 
bushes. 
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THE PLANTERS* ASSMIATION OF OEfLON. 

The Thirty 

The following* are extracts from the Franco-British Exhibition : — 

Miscellaneous. 

Submitted formal correspondence. 

Read letter from the Colonial-Secretary re Franco-British Exhibition intimat- 
ing that a further appeal had been made for Ceylon to participate in this Exhi- 
bition and that in the opinion of the Government, Ceylon could not be ade- 
quately represented at a cost of less than £10,000. 

Resolved : — That the Committee is of the opinion that the Colony should 
participate in the Exhibition. 

Cardahom Cess. 

Resolved : — That the sanction of Government be obtained to the expenditure 
of a sum not exceeding R’3.10,000 for advertising Cardamoms and distribution 
of samples. * 

Prooramsie foe 1908. 

Submitted Rmton and Courtney's suggestions for closing cam- 

paigns on the C ).itinent and in America. 

R?solved : — (1) That Mr. Renton be advised that the Committee are pre- 
pared to vote £5,000 for 1908. 

(2). That the Committee approve of continuing a drertising Ceylon Tea in 
America but in an enlarged form on the basis indicated by Mr. Courtney and 
that he be requested to recommend an Advertising Agent to supervise expen- 
diture. 

Joint Campaign. 

Resolved: — That the Indian Tea Cess Committee be informed that the 
** Thirty Committee’* are in favour of continuing Ceylon’s contribution to the 
Joint Campaign in America on the present basis for year ending March, 1909. 

COFFEE. 

The Hambuitg Maekot In 1908. 

The Himburg coffee market was seriously affected during 1906 by the 
abnormally large Santos crop which the efforts of Brazilian exporters succeed- 
ed in disposing of at fairly good prices under the operation of the so-called 
valuation law. For various reasons, but especially owing to the diminution of 
stock at the trade centres, prices continued to rise till the end of August ; 
but from September onwards the market was much influenced by the 
enormous shipments to Europe, and in spite of the large purchases made by 
the S. Paulo Government, a sharp fall in prices in the last quarter of the year 
could not be prevented. A regular business in West Indian coffees is said to 
have developed owing to stocks in the interior of Germany having dwindled 
in spring and summer to such an extent that the dealers were compelled to 
maks fresh purchases. The low prices for washed coffee in comparison with 
other years also advanced the ssles. The total imports from all parts into 
Hamburg during 1906 amounted to 8,851,525 bags against 8,191,671 bags in 
1905, and at the end of December the stock at Hamburg amounted te l,6w,68B 
bags of which 1,576,466 bags were Brazilian. The imnorts into Hamburg 
of La Guayra amounted to 121,000 bags, and of Guatemala, Costa Rica, etc., 
to 556,000 bags, against 69,000 bags and 624,000 bags, respectively, in 1905. 

— :o: 

'^4ting in the Chemiker ZeituTtg lately upon the progress made by 
agricultural chemistry during the year 1906, Professor Dr. Stutzer devotes some 
space to considering the properties of calcium nitrate as a fertilise!*. He re- 
marks that no liurge quantities of this salt have yet been placed oU the markets, 
but now ^miual difiiculties bf manufacturing it eleotrioally have been 
overcome in ihe Birkeland and Eyde process through the improvements effect- 
ed bv the Badisohe Anilm and Boda Fabrik, the material will doubtless soon 
be obt^nable on a large scale. 
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RUBBER. 

Rubber in Oejlon. 

In the course of remarks on Present Products and Crops of Ceylon the 
Hon’ble Mr. John Ferguson said at a meeting of the Board of Agriculture, on 
September 2nd I have already referred to cardamoms and camphor and then 

eomes ^ ^ 

The Young Giant Rubber, 

of which 160,000 acres now planted may be giving before Your ExcMlency 
leaves us— I trust long before that day comes, if we may be favoured with a 
prolongation of the term— some 20 to 80 million lbs. of this valuable product. 
Altogether, the total area cultivated makes up 8f million acres out of over 
16,000,000 acres in the island, much of which, of course, is waste ; but there is 
certainly plenty of room for development both in planting and grain culture. 
More tea as well as frubber and cocoa and cocoanuts as well as much more of 
local rice are sure to be wanted. At the same time, Ceylon, after all, is more 
of a tree and leaf (palms, rubber and tea) pro lucing than a grain-growing 
country. The alluvial valleys of Bengal and Burma are unrivalled in richness. 
But wherever irrigation facilities are given to them the Sinhalese and Tamils 
ought certainly to be urged to grow more rice. Finally, I would mention that 
while some more expansion even of rubber may be anticipated as soon as the 
Surveyor-General is able to make lands available, in connection with tea and 
camphor, I would draw attention to the well-night 20 to 25 miles cf unutilised 
country between Dimbula and Hamputala alongside a first-class broad gauge 
railway. The ruling of the Secretary of State to have no more forest land sold 
or cleared above 6,000 feet is no doubt a wise one; but whether for growers of 
c^amphor if not tea, there might not be a modification by lease or otherwise, is 
well worthy of consideration. 

Raw Rubber Test. 

Mr. J. B. Garruthers writes in the Agricultural Bulletin of the Straits^ 

July, 1907:— , , , , 

If a planter can by testing his rubber assure himself that he is producing a 
break of rubber which will pass high when similarly tested by the purchaser, he 
is less likely to be working in the dark when changing and improving his 
methods of preparation. 

This apparatus was designed as a simple and accurate machine to carry out 
a physical test of rubber so that the planter on the estate could satisfy himself 
-as to the resilience and elasticity of his rubber before shipping it and also in the 
hope that the buyer might find it useful to supplement his manual and other 
tests by using such a machine. 

The principle of the apparatus is to submit a piece of rubber of a standard 
size (obtained by cutting with a sliarp knife with paralled blades) to a con- 
stantly increasing strain of known amount during a constant time and temper- 
ature . In order that this machine should be of use in brokers* offices and on 
plantations as well as in scientific laboratories, it was made as simple as possible 
and quartz sand was chosen as the substance used for the weight in straining 
because it is less affected by temperature than mercury or water and is more 
easily cleaned than either of these. The sand used should pass through a No. 
4 sieve, i.e., having 40 meshes to the inch. 

The apparatus consists of a large copper case with a water jacket at the base 
so that the interior can be kept at a constant temperature. The case has a 
glass door in front so that reaaings may be taken without altering the temper- 
ature, 

A graduated glass cylinder containing quartz saud is so fixed that from the 
outside the sand may oe made to flow into a receiver which is attached to the 
hanging piece of rubber which is to be tested. Pointers running on finely 
graduated scale can moved from outside the apparatus to determine the 
original length of the rubber and the extension owing to the pull by the strain 
of tbe inflowing sand. 
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The process is as follows : — 

A pit 3 ce of rubber of a given size a convenient size and shape is 15 centimetres 
(59/10 inches) long by 7 centimetres (2f inches) wide and 3 in. in. thick (about 
1/1 0th inch) is placed between the clamps. These clamps consist of two parallel 
rods one of which moves up and do^n and the rubber is folded over so as to 
clamp itself. I found that all screw clamps, however accurately the surface 
had been prepared, did not hold the rubber equally and pulled slightly away at 
some point. 

After the rubber has been in the clamps for a few minutes, the pointers are 
adjusted and two horizontal marks made at a distance of 5 centimetres apart 
on the rubber, these lines are made with a fine Indian ink point. The hanging 
vessel is then put on to the lower clamp. The stop-cock at the bottom of the 
glass cylinder is then opened and an equal and constant flow of sand passes 
into the receiver which is attached to the lower clamp. The time taken for 
the sand to run throuofh is about five minutes, but this can be varied with the 
aperture of cylinder and the fineness of the sand. When the whole of the 
sand has passed into the hanging receiver the pointers are adjusted to the 
marks previously made and a reading taken which according to the elasticity of 
the rubber being tested may be 100 percent, or more of the original measure- 
ment viz,, 50 centimetres. 

The stop-cock at the bottom of the han ring receiver is then opened and the 
sand is allowed to flow out the strain being thus released as gradually it 
was imposed. 

When the vessel is empty it is removed and after two minutes the pointers 
are again adjusted and a third reading taken which according to reiilience 
of the rubber approximates to 5 centimetres the original I'^ngth. 

In a series of tests made from pieces of biscuit rubber pieces taken from 
different places of the same biscuit gave practically exact results, while samples 
of biscuits from plantations of different ago varied considerably. In these 
preliminary tests of the efficiency of the apparatus the result showed that the 
figures obtained were reliable, and though I myself or others may be able to 
improve or simplify the apparatus, yet as a practical curing house and office 
test it should be of use in arriving at a fixed method of judging the qualities 
of rubber either plantation or Brazilian Para. 

The use of this apparatus on various (|ualities of rubber and under varying 
condition has given mo useful date in relation to the physical qualities of plan- 
tation rubber. The length of time during which extension takes place when a 
weight is gradually imposed, and after the weight has all been placed and the 
length of time for recovering back to approximated the original dimensions 
show interesting variations in different qualities of rubber. 

It i.s the physical qualities of resilienco and elasticity that are of value in 
India rubber and the chemical compositions are only of intere.st in so far as 
they are correlated with these physical properties A physical test is therefore 
the most important, and this is recognised by the most careful manufacturers 
who test for resilience after they have manufactured, i.s., mixed and vulcanised 
their rubber. 

The apparatus as described was made from my drawing by Messrs. Baird 
and Tatlock, but owing to my absence in the Far East certain improvements 
and modifications’ which occurred to me after designing the plant of the^ 
machine could not be made. 

Rubber Tree Abnormal It lee. 

Burrs on thb Trunk. 

The occurrence of burrs on the trunk of the Para rubber, especially in trees 
that have been cut or tapped (says Mr. H.N. Bidley in the Strait» Agricultural 
Bulletin) has frequently been noticed by planters, and several letters have 
been received from time to time by the Editor containing enquiries on the 
subject. A portion of one letter from Mr. Burgess I append, with some 
sketches by him. The burrs are more or less rounded woody knots or tumours 
proje^^ting from the bark. In small samples they are veiy easily knocked out 
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of the trunk, and are seen to be more or less globular or pear-shaped nodules 
of wend ending in a short point, directed towards the trunk of the tree. They 
are covered outside with thick bark. And when knocked out of the tree leave 
a corresponding depression In other cases they are larger and more irregular 
in outline, and cannot be detached. The largest 1 have seen is on the erect 
branch of a prostrate rubber tree in the Botanic Gardens in Singapore. It is 
irregularly hemispherical or rather half oval, and measures IH inches across, 
transversely, a foot long vertically and about 8 inches in thickness. 

Thk Origin and Cause 

of these burrs is this. The Para rubber tree, like many others, produces during 
its growth a number of buds, which never developing into branches, unless 
from some accident, become in time covered with a later growth of wood, and 
are known as dormant buds. If a tree possessing dormant buds is cut down to 
near the baso, these dormant buds may develop and appear as shoots. As 
every one knows in felling jungle, if the stumps of the tree are not dug out, 
many will throw out shoots which may develop into full sized stems. These 
are derived from the dormant buds. Frequently, too, use is made of dormant 
buds for propagation of plants which are otherwise difticult to reproduce. Thus 
in some of the Araliacea\ such as Treveaia eminens. the stem frequently 
remains simple without branching. In order to make it throw out additional 
side branches either to serve as cuttings or to improve the appearance of the 
tree, it is only necessary to make incisions through the bark of the stem here 
and there should one of these cuts pass through the point where there is a 
dormant bud, this bud will commence growth and develop into a branch. If 
the dormant buds are too tliickly covered with wood, so that they cannot push 
through to the surface and from shoots. 

Their Growth is Arre.stkd, and a woody Tumour is the Result. 

In examining a large series of trees which have been tapped in various way one 
observes that in ordinary herring-bone tapping the occurrence of burrs after 
repair of the wound is not very common. They usually occur at the top corner 
of a cut, and are small. In the old Brazilian system of singl e taps with a small 
chopper, they are very abundant, and in some cases have? thrown out shoots. 
In the case of the very large burr referred to above, the tree had not been tapped 
at that point, the injury was probably caused accidentally by a bough or some 
such thing striking it. Casual careless wounds caused by coolies or others 
hitting a tree with a parang may cause a burr to form. In the case of the small 
single bud burrs, the woody nodule is gradually pushed out of the trunk and 
can be removed by a sharp rap from a stick when the wound will soon heal. 
Larger ones, if objectionable, can he cut off with a chisel, and the wound allowed 
to heal ; but unless necessary this is not recommended in the case of a big 
burr, as the wound might not readily heal. The bunrs and tumours in no way 
injure the vitality of the tree, or interfere with its health, but are certainly in- 
convenient for tapping. Most old trees, however, have very irregular hark, and 
often regular wood development, so that one does not get the smooth easily cut 
bark of the young tree, and tapping tools suitable for the latter are not suited 
for the former. Indeed the greater thickness and hardness of the bark of a 
twenty-years old tree alone would cause a modification of the tools necessary. 

Wind Twist. 

On this subject Mr. Ridley says; — In positions where trees are subject to 
strong winds from one direction the trees take on an odd form, which is known 
as wind twist. There are some very good examples in the Botanic Gardens. 
The trunk of the tree, chiefly in old trees, shows a series of spiral ribs usually 
rising from right to left. Sometimes the trunk is distinctly flattened in the 
direction facing the wind. Where the wind has had the greatest force, the 
trees are very curious. There is a close series of transverse ridges with depres- 
sions between, on the side facing the prevailing wind, from the bottom of the 
trunk to the top of the higher thick branches. This gives a most curious lad- 
der-like appearance to the trunk. Trees like this are decidedly troublesome to 
tap as the cuts have to run up and down over the waves of bark and would, 
aira it is difficult to get the latex to run just where it is wanted to flow. 
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LMtuPtt by Ml*. Herbert Wright. 

Mr. Herbert Wright lectured, under the presidency of Sir Alfred Jones, to 
the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce on tne 19th August, the subject being 
“The Financial Aspects of Rubber Cultivation.*’ Mr. Wright in his lecture 
dealt with various financial considerations of importance to all connected with 
the rubber industry, declaring at the outset that under favourable conditions 
the cultivation of ruber afforded a very handsome profit. The capital invested 
in rubber cultivation in British possessions was immense — amounting to over 
£14,000,000 paid-up capital. For the half year ending June 80, 1907, no less than 
£1,850,000 nominal captial had been subscribed by rubber companies register- 
ed in England and £175,000 by similar companies registered in Scotland. Finali- 
ty had not yet been reached, and they would soon see a sum of £20,000,000 
as the paid-up capital of rubber companies established in different parts 
of the world. There were now nearly 800 rubber companies registered in Great 
Britain, where as he did not suppose that they numbered more than twenty- 
five years ago. In considering the development of the rubber industry in 
British possessions, the most important question was that of labour. .\11 
rubber estates required a large number of coolies, and he was afraid that in 
those districts wlicre labour was scarce many disappointments would be 
chronicled in the near future. An analysis of the returns of from forty to 
fifty companies showed that the yields of rubber during the past year 
were very profitable, although when labour was more in demand and 
rubber fell to a lower price the returns might wear quite a different aspect. 
During 1906 several companies had declared handsome dividends — ranging 
from 12 to 55 per cent, in the third year of working, whilst two companies 
had every prospect of realising dividends of 100 per cent, before the end of 
the year. It was for members of the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce to see 
that no effort was spared to place the rubber industry in West Africa on an 
equally sound basis. He had inspected reports of several well-managed West 
African rubber and fibre companies, and had been much surprised to learn of 
the excellent growth of Para and Funtumia trees in suitable districts. Many 
of the measurements compared favourably with those of Ceylon. Mr. Wright 
proceeded to advise his hearers that it was wiser to start their own rubber 
plantations in West Africa than to secure a very wide interest in some dividend- 
paying concerns, and he expressed the hope that a prosperous rubber plantation 
estate would be established in West Africa before many years were over. 
The Chairman, referring to a statement that it was impossible to buy land 
from the West African natives for rubber-growing purposes, declared that it 
was possible to get land on a lease at a very moderate figure. There was no 
need to buy it outright, and the native rights on this point ought to be respect- 
ed ; but if a syndicate were formed he was satisfied that they would be able to 
lease as much land as the required at a nominal rate. 

The Tapping of Rubber. 

(By J. C. Willis). 

Conversation with many planters of rubber in the Low-country has convinced 
us that there is frequently considerable ignorance as to the theory of tapping. 
As this if not remedied may lead to trouble, we propose shortly to visit some 
of the rubber districts with the object of discussing this and other matters with 
those actually engaged in the cultivation of rubber. 

The all important fact that must be borne in mind is that “ renewed bark is 
not in general ready for tapping under three years.** Some people even say 
four years. In other words, the original bark must be made to last three or four 
years. Now, at the rate at which some people are cutting it away this will not 
be the case. I have seen cut away in a spiral in two months. Now if this 
rate of eutting be adhered to, it is evident that the original bark cannot last 
out the necessary time to allow of the growth of the renewed bark, and conse- 
quently that there most come a time when the tree must be left alone, so that 
no rubber will be collected. This is not as it should be. The tappii^ should 
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be arranged to cover at least three, and better four years, on the original bark, 
either by dividing the bark into sections, one to be tapped every year, or for 
two years, or by tapping so slowly on the old bark that it will take that time 
to reach the renewed bark. 

The tappings on niiny estates f dlow one another at intervals of two days, 
blit there is no need for them to be so frequent — the wound response will 
appear up to at least a week, [f the tappings be less frequent, there is more 
rubber in the milk, and it would appear that the rubber is better matured. 

Onb Griat Fault in the Tapping as at Prbsint Conducted 

Is that the cooly cuts away too much bark. He often has the idea that the 
deeper he cuts the more milk he will get. In actual fact, with the best knives 
(as tested at the Rubber Exhibition) there is no need to cut away more than 
about 1/25 of an inch at c.ich cut, and the cooly should be prevented from 
wasting bark by excessive cutting. We would suggest keeping two or three 
fair coolies under observation, ami testing how mucli they cut away —say i 
of an inch a month. This should then ho set up as a standard, and the width 
of the tapping should be measured at intervals, coolies who are found to have 
exceeded this by more than say 10 per cent, being fined. As under these cir- 
cumstances the cooly will try t j leave alone those trees he has over-sliced, he 
should also be averaged as to the amount of milk from so many trees that he 
*<3an bring in, and he fined for defect in this, the milk being tested by a lacto- 
meter to make sure there is no watering. Or better, keep coolies for tapping 
only, and examine to be sure they have tapped all their trees. 

It has seemed to us that it would be a good thing to give tapping demons- 
trations at Honaratgoda, and as the large series of experiments is now being 
put in hand, and tapping will go on daily, this will be done, and anyone who 
as about to begin tapping should visit tlie gardens there. There is a Rest- 
house at Heuaratgoda about a mile from the Garden. 

A Rubbei* Factory in Singapore. 

Mr. Ridley, f.r.s., writes in his Agricultural Bulletin : — 

The Nethcrland Gutta Percha Company (Limited) has lately turned its 
=attention to the manufacture of rubber tyres for carriages of all kinds, and 
4mder Mr. Van Ryn is enlarging its premises at Paasir Pangang in Singapore. 
Machinery has been obtained and the work of making carriage tyres has 
regularly commenced. Mr. Van Ryn manufactures tyres for carriages, rubber 
plates, valves, and will eventually manufacture other rubber goods for local 
^consumption besides doing all kinds of refining work and other such business 
connected with rubber for all of which he has a suitable plant. Some rubber 
scrap was supplied from the Botanic Gardens trees, as also some rubber clot, 
.and from this he has 

TURNED OUT TYRES WHICH ARE THE ADMIRATION OF ALL 

who see them, and very superior to the usual rubber tyre in use iu the East 
which is we understand, made chiefly of African rubber, 

USE OF SCRAP RUBBER. 

The scrap, says the manufacturer, is extremely suitable for this work and 
^requires much less treatment than the ordinary hard Para rubber of the Ama- 
zons. The clot rubber, that is the rubber which at certain times clots in the 
latex cups and cannot be made into picturesque-looking biscuits or sheets, 
seems as good if not better than the scrap. There is a great field for such a 
factory in the East and it is unnecessary to point out the saving all round to 
planter, manufacturer and consumer, in avoiding the expense of having the 
rubber sent home to be made up and returned here in the form of tyres. 
HJlf. Van Ryn is shortly to make a tour of the planting districts to make 
arrangements for purchasing scrap rubber for the factory, aud planters may 
soon have a chance of driving about their estates on tyres of ruboer grown by 
themselves. 
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TEA. 

The Ceylon Import Duty on Tea. 

Ceylon Opinions. 

A mei'cantile gentleman in Colombo says : “ While blenders, of course, 
will favour the abolition of the duty, producers and others who desire the 
continuation of the purity of Ceylon tea are against any proposal for tiie 
reduction, or abolition, of the duty. The lifting of the duty will inevitably 
result in the swamping of the Colombo market with Indian teas, so much so 
that the price of the local product must go ddwn, while the low-grade Indians 
and Chinese and Japanese will be largely used for blending; and when faked 
packets are sent out as pure Ceylon tea,** the local product must inevitably 
sufler.” 

Sir William Mltohell’s Views. 

Sir William Mitchell, who had read the latest appeal of the Indian planters, 
gave his views pretty forcibly, speaking to a representative of the Ceylon 
Independent. Taking a broad view of the question £us a merchant, and one who 
had interests in the Island as a producer, he said ho spoke from the point of 
view of the producer, the man who is chiefly interested in the subject. 

“lam dead against the abolition of the Duty,*’ said Sir William, “ and it will 
be a bad day for the producer when the Duty is abolished.” A great deal of 
harm will be done to Ceylon Tea, ho added, if the Import Duty on tea is taken 
off. The whole of the Indian Tea imported into Ceylon, he explained, was 
used for blending with Ceylon Tea together with China and Japan Teas. 
Owing to the existence of the Duty only a small quantity found its way in, 
but once the duty was removed there would be eniormous quantities of poor 
stuff shipped to Colombo, All this tea will be taken up for blending and the 
result will be that the “Ceylon tea** sent out frqm the island will be nothing of 
the kind. The abolition would undoubtedly suit the purposes of blenders and 
people who made up packets. And, continued Sir Williatn Mitchell, “it will 
also mean that larger (|uantities of tea will be offered for sale in the Ceylon 
market and the inevitable result will be lower prices for the producer of Ceylon 
tea.’* 

The memorialists in their appeal to the Secretary of State mention that the 
opinion in Ceylon, which was “ formerly almost hostile to any I’eduction.** was 
“ steadily growing as to the unwisdom of the present Duty both in the Press, • 
in official utterances and among growers.** Sir W*^illiam Mitchell stated that 
that this was not so. lie could not believe that the hostile feeling was dying 
off. lie also did not think the Indian producer laboured under any hardship, 
because every possible facility was at presertt offered him fbr the sale of his tea 
in bond. ^ r 

As for the statement made' that ' there should be no difficulty in providing 
means to establish a system of efficient inspection by whicli only sound teas 
could enter the Colombo market or Mending warehouses, Sir W. Mitchell did 
not think any practicable scheme could established. Even in America the 
scheme introduced to keep ouCpooi; ^^etoas did not work well, and in London 
t(^ not. long ago some teas was shutout as being something altogether different 
tg what it was. In Australia as’ they all knew a lot of of rubbish labelled 
as pure Ceylon tea was a sorry blend, and it was in such directions that the 
good name of Ceylon tea suffered. . “ J trust,** concluded Sir W. Mitchell “ that 
the Planters* Association and the Chamber of Commerce will stand firm and 
adhere to the opinion they first held, and that is that it is not desirable that 
the Import Duty on Tea should be abolished. 

The GhalPtwian of t he C^loti Chanlbei* of CommeMe* 

. Mr. Alex. Fairlie, the Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce, who wad also- 
seen by a Press representative, explained that the Duty was one which was 
originally imposed for Revenue purposes, at a time when tea was not grown in 
Ceylqp ; and it had only been regarded in recent years by planters and Agents 
of estates to be a duty which is of advantage to Ceylon producers. 
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“ The request ©f the South Indian planter,” continued Mr. Fairlie, “ is that he 
may be allowed to send his tea to Colombo for sale at this market. At present 
he can do this only by having his teas placed in transhipment warehouses where, 
however, nothing can be done in tlie way of repacking the teas, blending them, 
or putting them up in small packets.” 

The Colombo merchants who would like to blend Indian and Ceylon teas to 
meet the requirements of certain constituents, he added, were by the existing 
25 cts. per lb. Duty prohibited from doing so. Russian firms, however, could 
buy Indian tea in Calcutta and Ceylon tea in Colombo, ship them to Hankow 
and have them blended there, while the Colmbo merchant saw the business of 
which he might otherwise liave a fair share go past him because he did not 
happen to have a branch of his firm in China or Siberia. 

“The fact that British firms with branches here have to blend in London 
and ship to the Colonies or to America and the Continent, ” proceeded Mr. 
Fairlie, “increases unnecessarily the cost of the blended teas as London import 
and warehouse charges arc necessarily incurred even though the cost of 
blending and packeting may be as moderate in London as here.*’ 

Mr. Fairlie’s personal opinion is that it would be to the advantage of the tea 
industry of Ceylon as a whole if the Import Duty were abolished. He 
thought that, in view of the fact that we in Ceylon have to draw upon India 
for our rice supplies as well as our labourers and that India was a dependency 
of the same Crown of which Ceylon was a Colony, it did not seem fair that 
the Duty should continue. 

We might add that India might as a quid pro quo — if the Duty imposed on 
tea from India is taken olf — reujovo her export duty on rice shipped to Ceylon, 
which duty is equivalent to 14^ cents per bushel or about Ks. 1,500, 000 Revenue 
to India, and also the 5 per cent, import duty on Ceylon tea sent to India 
might be rescinded. 

:o: 

The Growth of Plants. 

At the luouthly meeting pf the Ceylon Agricultural Society on September 
2ud, Dr. Willis read a paper on the “ The Growth of Plants,*’ of which the 
fo' lowing is a summary : — 

The idea was, he observed, that plants grew better in the dark than in the 
light. About three years ago Mr. Lock was in Ceylon and conducted some 
expriments with the giant bi^mbou, which grew very rapidly. Previously it 
was thought that light had a retarding effect on the growth, but Mr. Lock 
found that the light had nothing to do with it. It depended entirely on mois- 
ture of jthe soil. Light and food supply had nothing to do witli it. That 
rather surprised the physiolo^sts, aud Mr. Blackman, of Cambridge University, 
started some experiments which had quite revolutionised plant physiology ever 
since. Mr. Blackman and other observers followed only one factor at one tinie 
mid found that it applied to other plant life too. That was of some importance 
to planters i of rubber, tea and tobacco, as thsir object was to bring 
about a rapid and vigorous growth. In the case of rubber, tea and to- 
bacco it was of - the greatest importance to bring about rapid and continual 
growth. The usual way was to feed with manure. In 3 out of 5 cases the 
trees did grow rapidly, but every now and theu there were some cases where it 
did not; it was an insoluble puz^V* There were water, food, temperature and 
light. The latter were almost beyond their control, and there were two things 
that they could control— food and water. Now, Mr. Blackman had shown that 
growth was dependent on one factor alone. In Japan the growth of the giant 
bamboo depended only on the temperature. That was the clue on which Mr. 
Blackman worked. So long as tjiere was. plenty of water, growth would follow 
temperature j if t{ie factor lacking' was watei^then manure would be of no use. 
Jlut if the soil was lacking ip fooq supply then manure would do. FoV rubber 
in dry weatherr— the addiiion of -water was good. If in any given case the 
addi^on oL water helped growtli then manure was of no use. If the addi- 
tion of manure did not cause growth, then water did no good. 
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THE CAMPHOR INDUSTRY. 

In the course of an Address before the Fifth Annual Meeting of the Farmers’ 
Institute of Hawaii, Mr. Leopold G. Blackman said : — 

Source of Supply. 

The production of camphor is at present almost exclusively confined to 
Formosa. The camphor forests of this large island when first visited by 
Europeans, were very extensive and reached well into the plains. Improvident 
harvesting, however, gradually reduoed them, although fifty years ago, they 
still covered the lower ranges of the mountains now occupied by tea and other 
g’ardens. At that time the demand for camphor was comparatively limited, 
and the price in consequence was much lower than has prevailed of late years. 
The work of destruction of camphor trees, however, continued steadily, and 
the denudation of the forests, coupled with au incessant warfare between the 
Chinese who controlled the trade, and the inhabitants of Formosa, disorganized 
the production and rendered the procuring of camphor more and more difficult. 
These unsettled conditions exercised a direct influence on the price of the 
commodity, which has perhaps fluctuated as greatly as that of any other 
agricultural p rid U't, with a general tendency always to advance. Since the 
occupation of F n'luosa by Japan, a few years ago, the latter country has con- 
trolled the prod iction and export of camphor and has established a Govern- 
ment monopoly in this industry, which it jealously guards. The chief result 
to the consumer of this restriction in trade has been an advance in the price 
of camphor of about 6')%. Another effect which has been brought about, has 
been the steady decline of the refining of camphor in Europe and the United 
States, in which oouutriGs many refineries of crude camphor have abandoned 
business, and the process may now be said to have passed into the control of 
the Japanese. 

Supply and Demand. 

Hitherto, the export of camphor from Asiatic countries to America and 
Europe has am Diluted to about eight million lbs. per annum, of an approximate 
value of two or three luilliou dollars. As the production of camphor has 
hitherto been unscientific and improvident, and has been achieved only at the 
total destruction of the tree which produces it, there has for some years been 
a gradual and appreciable diminution of the available supply. At the same 
time the uses of the commodity have greatly increased. These two factors 
combined, which have a close parallel in those which has affected the rubber 
market, have brought about a m\rked advance in the price of camphor 
which will probably continue for many years. Indeed, as the Formosa 
natural forests become exhausted and the demands of the smokeless powder 
and celluloid makers increase, it is impossible to predict to what extent 
the price may advance, until affected by the scientific cultivation of the 
tree. Demand has, however, obtained such a start in the race against supply, 
that the latter hindered with the handicap of some few years necessary to the 
establishment of plantations and the determination by experiment of the best 
methods of production and refinement, must necessarily take a long period to 
bring about a proper economical balance between these two factors. At pre- 
sent there appears very little prospect of low prices and the grower of camphor 
has at least as alluring an incentive in the way of an eager market as is held 
out to the rubber planter. As the camphor now produced is practically con- 
finodto the Orient, the establishmDnt of the industry in Hawaii is one of 
promise, as it would be in a most advantageous position to supply the home 
market and would have in addition the benefit of the tariff, with which the 
foreign grower has to contend. 

Origin of O oi ii pl i oo . 

Camphor is produced by several different speeies of trees, chief among which 
is cinnamonum eamphara, a native of Eastern Asia. This may be regarded 
as the camphor tree proper. It is an exceedingly handsome evergreen, whi6h 
reaches a height of over one hundred feet. This tree, the source of IWmosa 
camphor, is now baing cultivated not only in Ceylon and India, but also in 
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California and Florida and in many European countries, notably France and 
Italy. It is said that a large tree will yield over a thousand dollars worth of 
camphor. 

Another, though less known, camphor yielding tree, is the Dryobalanops 
camphora of Sumatra, wliich produces what is known as Malay camphor. The 
crystals of this tree are found in clusters under the bark, in knots, and occupy- 
ing longitudinal fissures in the heart of the tree. In order to obtain it, the 
trees are destroyed by the natives who are said to often procure about ten 
pounds from a mature tree. 

Formosa or Chinese Camphor. 

Formosa camphor has hitherto been shipped to Europe and Ainerica through 
Chinese ports. For this reason it is generally known as Chinese camphor. 
It is produced by a crude process of distillation, billets of the wood being 
boiled in water in large containers covered with straw, luted with clay. 
These containers or retorts generally hold about 400 lbs. of wood, which is 
renewed every day for about 10 days. At the end of this time the crystals 
of camphor are found adhering to the straw upon which it has boon deposited. 
It reaches the markets in an impure and moist condition in lead-lined chests 
each containing about 150 lbs. The moist nature is due to the addition of 
water which is used to prevent volatization. 

Japanese op Dutch Camphor. 

Jppanese camphor reaches the market by way of Batavia and is therefore 
often called Dutch camphor. It is usually of larger grain, is pinkish in 
■colour and of superior quality than the Chinese product ainl is received dry. 
It is paciked in tubs containing about 125 lbs. and is sometimes also known as 
tub camphor. Wooden condensers and bamboo tubes are used in the process 
of production. 

Refining. 

The process of refining camphor was long kept secret and for a time the 
city of Venice maintained a monopoly of the art. The method is termed 
sublimation and its object is to free the crude product from impurities. It 
bears the same relation to the refining of solids as distillation does to the 
manufacture of liquids. The process is now well known and it has been 
carried on successfully in many large cities, although, as has been said, the 
difficulty in securing the crude material has practically forced American and 
European refineries from the field. Briefly, the method is conducted as 
follows : — 

The camphor is at first broken into small pieces, and about 3% of slaked 
lime and 2% of iron filings being added, it is placed in glass flasks imbedded in 
sand. These are then gently heated to about 190 degrees C., for an hour to 
expel moisture and then to about 204 degrees C. at which temperature it is 
maintained for 24 hours. The flasks are now corked and the sand is 
removed from the upper portion, where the camphor condenses in pure 
white crystals. If air is permitted to enter the flasks during this pro- 
cess, the camphor becomes opa(iue in appearance and consequently less at- 
tractive. The flasks are finally sprinkled with water and being broken, the 
camphor is removed from the upper shoulder where it has collected. Each 
flask produces a circular cake or bell about 12 inches across and some 3 inches 
thick, weighing about 10 lbs. The object of this process is to retain the tem- 
perature just below the degree of volatization. The lime is used in order to 
free the camphor from any resin which may be present and the iron in the 
^ame way takes up whatever sulphur there may be. Charcoal is frequently 
also employed to remove any foreign coloring matter. 

Resubllmatlon. 

In former times the camphor was in Europe subjected to a further operation 
termed “ resublimation.’’ This process was not only useless from a practical 
point of view, but pernicious to the consumer, as its object was to introduce to 
the mass about 15 per cent, of interstitial water in order to increase its bulk. 
The peculiar property of thus absorbing moisture was long made use of and 
-only abandoned with reluctance, as the device well repaid the cost of operation. 
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Cultivation. 

The cultivation of the camphor tree is attracbinof considerable attention in 
Ceylon, where it is found to flourish at altitudes from sea level to 5,000 feet 
and upwards. The old destructive method of obtaining the camphor is now 
being abandoned as too improvident to repay the expenses of cultivation. 
The distillation of camphor direct from the wOiid is, however, still practised, 
but planters are comniGUciug to experiment in other and less wasteful pro- 
cesses. In this respect the analogy between the causes affecting rubber and 
camphor indiistrios, already alluded to, has another parallel, for whereas with 
the best variety of rubbor— the Para— the knowledge of a satisfactory process 
of obtaining the lac is still in abeyance and depends upon experiment, the same 
exporim.nital period is being undergone to discover the most econoiuical 
production of camphor. There seems to b j a gcrit3i'al tendency to look to- 
wards blie leaves and new twigs as to the future source of commervsial cam- 
phor. [fc is found that the valuable product is distributed throughout the 
wliole system of the tree, and a method of cultivation, depending upon the 
producbioii of a large (piautity of leaves and twigs, is probably the one which 
will be aimed at. 

Estimated Yield. 

To effect this it is proposed in Oeylon to plant the trees in rows, about 8 ft. 
apart and running across the direction of tlie prevailing winds — about *2 or 3 ft. 
being allowed to each tree. By a system of rigorous pruning the trees would 
be kept from becoming tall, thus diminishing the cost of labour, and would be 
induced by constant clipping, to yield a maximum foliage. Experiments con- 
ducted on a small scale have shown that trees planted 12 ft. apart yield nearly 
fiOlbs. of clippings per tree. As the process may be repeated 4 times a year 
about eO.OOOlbs. of green clipping would bo the annual yield per acre. The 
yield of camphor from fresh leaves is variously estimated at from 1 .J to 2% and 
of the twigs at a little more than 2%. Taking the .production of the two 
source's comhined at O’dy the annual crop of camphor per aero would be 
about ToOlbs. This under the system sugge.stcd of closely planted hedges should 
with care he increased to about l,0001bs, per acre. 

The present price of camphor is about 05 cents, per pound but basing our esti- 
mate at 50 cents and the annual yield of 7501bs.the gross return per aero would 
bo about §375. It is estimated that the cost of planting, weeding, distillation and 
fuel would amount to $75, giving a net return per acre of $300. As the uses of 
this article are greatly increasing, and the supply tending to diminish, the profit 
per acre would probably be greater than the above estimate upon large 
plantations, as soon as the most weighty economical problems of the industry 
have been .solved. However, taking the moderate price of our estimate, adding 
one-third more’ for labour and reducing the anticipated harvest by a like amount 
a net irtcome of §150 per acre should be secured. On a small plantation of 6 
acres — a venture probably within the reach of almost overy one here — an in- 
come of nearly 1,000 dollars per annum should be secured in about 4 years. 

Cost of Planting. 

The present; price in Japan of young dainphor trees, about a foot and a 
half high, iS;$10Q per thousand. Good results, however, may be obtained from seed, 
which ripens iu Japan; in October and November. The seed generally does not 
preserve its. yitality tiniinpaired for a length of time and before planting, it 
should first be soaked in water for 24 hours or upwards. The best seed will • 
be found to sink to the bottom. In planting the seed well fertilised sandy 
loam is preferred, Upon this it is sprinkled and Covered with sifted earth for 
about ^i'inch.-, i^bout. 2)000 plants may be obtaineil from 1 lb. of seed. To 
conserve moisture and protect the young plants from the sun when they first 
appear, straw should be strewn upon the bed and a few stakes inserted in the 
ground to prevent it from blowing away. The trees should be transplanted 6- 
inches apart and when about 12 inches high should be set out permanently. 
Clipping may be, commenced at 8 years. At.5 years old, if not pruned, the^ 
trees attain a height of about 20 feet and a spread of about 10 feet. 
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Decrease. 

Present 

Necessary 

District. 

1807. 

1007. In 

crease. 

Substn. 

new 

Substn. 






RS. 

RS. 

WynaaJ 

... 13,092 

11,400 

— 

1,692 

300 

475 

Nil^i^iria 

...31,581 

10,800 

— 

20,784 

400 

450 

Coorg 

... 11,560 

13,000 

1,440 

— 

200 

541 

K. Mysore 

... 12,241 

10,000 

— 

2,241 

400 

416 

S. Mysore 

... 17.512 

6,060 

— 

11,452 

400 

252 

Kariaii Devan 

... 4,914 

16,053 

11,139 

— 

520 

668 

Slievai’oys 

... 2,817 

4, .500 

1,683 

— 

150 

187 

Central Travancorc 

... 6,586 

7.563 

977 

— 

350 

315 

Mundakaya’n 

... — 

5,492 

5,492 

— 

100 

228 

Cardamom Hills 

... — 

— 

— 

— 

50 

— 

Anamallais 

... — 

5,460 

5,460 

— 

100 

226 


Total ...100,306 90,328 26,191 86,169 2,970 


3,758 
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(iNCJORPOftATED.) 

Dr. H. H. Mann. 

With refereiice to tlie vote of thanks to Dr. Mann passed at the last Annual 
Meeting of the Association that gentleman writes, under date, London, 17th 
September 

Will you kindly convey to the members of your Association my very 
sincere thanks for the resolution passed at the Annual Meeting relative 
to my services to the tea industry in India. I cannot express how much 
I feel the kind way in which planters from all parts of India have spoken 
of the work I have been able to do. I can assure you that the past 
seven years, during which 1 have been the servant of the tea industry, 
have been ones to which I shali always look back with pltiasiire. The 
work has been congenial. Tlie planters have, almost invariably, been 
courteous, kind and appreciative of the little I was able to do for them. 
When I take up my new appointment at Poona, I shall be only too de- 
lighted, in my private capacity, to be of any further service that I possi- 
bly can to the tea industry whether in the south or north of India. 

With again tlie expression of my heartfelt appreciation pf tlie resolution 
your association has been kind enough to put on record with reference 
to myself. . . 

Popularisation of Coffee. 

Mr. John C. Sanderson sends copy of a letter he has received from the 
Secretary of the London Chamber of Commerce on the above matter. There 
has, he says, been an unavoidable delay, as so many members of the Committee 
have been away from London for some time past. A meeting was to be held on 
Monday, October 14th, when the resolutions passed by the United Planters* 
Association would be fully discussed/’ 

(Inclosurk.) 

The letter from the Loudon Chamber of Commerce, dated 2nd October, 
1907, reads as follows 

Thb Coffee Question. 

With reference to our recent correspondence and your letters of the 6th 
and 9th ultimo, informing me of the view taken bv the United Planters 
Association of Southern India, I have to report that the draft letters to 
the Consuls-General for Brazil and Costa Rica were withheld on the 
re<juest of Mr. Bowron, (Messrs. J. Travers and Sons, Ltd.,) who was 
leaving for his vacation at the commencement of August, and who 
intended to make unofficial enquiries abroad upon the matter. 

I have now learnt from Mr. Bowron that there may be some little difficulty 
ill securing the adhesion of Brazil to the proposals of the Coniiuittee. 
Before writing the Consuls-Gencral for Brazil and Costa Rica, there- 
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fore, it has been thought desirable to suiiiraon the Committee to eon* 
sider the present position, and a meeting has been accordingly fixed for 
Monday, the 14tn instant, at 3 p.m., notices for which are being issued 
today. 

The Committee will, of course, consider the Bosolutions passed by the 
U. P. A. S. I., whose views will naturally carry great weight wdth the^ 
members. 


Writing on the 15th October, 1907, Mr. Sanderson said : — 

A meeting of the Coffee Trade Section was held at the London Chamber of 
Commerce on Monday last, when the resolution passed by your Association 
stating that the Planters are prepared to fall into line with the suggestions as> 
regards raising a cess, etc, etc, were duly considered. After S4)me discussion 
when some Members of the Committee expressed doubt as to whether the 
coffee producing countries of South America would agree to co-operate, it was 
resolved that the Chamber should address letters to all the large coffee pro- 
ducing countries informing them that your planters are prepared' to give 
financial support and asking them if they will favourably consider the sugges- 
*tlon. The Salvador representative in this cfmntry has undertaken to advise 
his Government to contribute a sum of £1,000 per annum, >vhile Mr. Le Lacheur 
has consented to do all he can with the Planters of Costa Bica. For your in- 
formation, I enclose a copy of the letter addressed to the Consuls and also ono 
addressed to Mr. F. Ramos, the General Commissioner of the Government of 
the State of S. Paulo of Brazil, who has published an interesting book on the 
Valorization Scheme. 

[Inclosubks j 

Letter from Secretary, London Chamber of Commerce,— to Consuls : — 

The question of the relatively small sale of coffee in this country has for 
some time past been engaging the attention of the Coffee Trade Section of 
this Chamber, representing as it does the largest importers and distributors 
of the country and a short while back the following resolution was passed and 
subsequently endorsed by this Council : — 

“ That in the opinion of this Committee the time has arrived to undertake 
a systematic prof)aganda, both theoretical and practical, as to the 
advantages of coffee as a beverage for the general public, as has been 
so successfully done in the case of both tea and currants, and that the 
Governments of the producing countries be approached to give financial 
assistance for the purpose.’* 

It is not intended that the propaganda shall be confined to Great Britain^ 
but that it shall include all tlie more important nmrkets^ where the present 
consumption of coffee is comparatively insignificant. 

As stated in the resolution, the first and essential step to be taken is trv 
induce the chief producing countries to become interested in the movement, 
both directly and by bringing the matter before the leading Planters, and I 
should bo much obliged if you would inform me, as a preliminary, whether your 
Govemment has any funds which it could properly allocate for such a purpose 
and whether representations could be maefe officially to the leading planters 
in order to induce them to participate. Perhaps you would be good enough 
to say whether, in any case, you would be prepared to approach your Govern- 
ment on the subject. It has been suggested that the best method of raising 
money for the purpose would, perhaps, be by a small cess of Id. to 3d,, per 
cwt., on coffee produced in the various countries according to the selling 
values in European markets. From enquiries which have been made it has 
been ascertained that the planters of Southern India are prepared to give the 
financial support required subject to tlie condition that other Coffee-producing 
countries will bear their proportionate share of the cost : and tentative pro- 
mises of support have already been received from other countries interested. 

The Committee feel sure that your Government will recognise the necessity 
of something being done in the near future, and they trust that the above 
suggestions will receive favourable consideration. 
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Letter from Secretary, I^ondon Chamber of Conmierce to F. Ferreira Ramos, 
Esq., Commissariat Gouvernment de L’Etat de St Paulo. Antwerp: — 

17th Octobku 1907. 

The question of the relatively small sale of coffee in this country has for 
some time past been engaging the attention of the Coffee Trade Section of this 
Chamber, representing as it does the largest importers and distributors of the 
country — ana a short while back the following resolution was passed, and sub- 
sequently endorsed by the Council : — 

That in the opinion of this Committee the time has arrived to undertake 
a systematic propaganda, both theoretical and practical, as to the ad- 
vantages of coffee, as has been so successfully done in the case of both 
tea and currants, and that the Governments of the producing countries 
be approached to give financial assistance for the purpose.” 

It is not intended that the propaganda shall be confined to Great Britain, 
but that it shall include fill the more important marhefa where the present con- 
sumption of coffee is comparatively insignificant. 

Meetings of the Coffee Trade Sections were held, and finally a committee w^as 
formed which undertook to carry out the propaganda on the lines indicated in 
the resolution. From enquiries which have l^en made, it has been ascertain- 
ed that the planters of Southern India are prepared to give the financial sup- 
port required, subject to the condition that other Coffee-prmiucing countries 
will bear their proportionate share of the costs : and tentative promises of 
support have already been received from other countries interested. 

At a recent meeting of this special Committee the attention of members 
was called to the printed copy oi your lecture on the Valorization of Coffee 
in Brazil” special reference being made to the ** Convenio de Taubate* between 
the three Brazilian Coffee-producing States, under one of the clauses of which 
Agreement the three States undertake to organise and maintain a regular and 
permanent propaganda in favour of Coffee, in order to increase its consumption. 

It is hoped that the Brazilian Government, or the planters themselves, will 
support, financially and otherwise, the object of the committee, but befofe 
approaching the Brazilian Government, my Committee would be glad if, when 
you are next visiting London, you would favour some of its members with a 
personal interview, to generally discuss the whole matter, upon which your 
advice would be much appreciated by the Committee. If, however, you are not 
likely to be in London for some time the Committee will be glad to ex- 
change ideas with you by letter. 

The members of the Coffee Trade Section of the Chamber desire me to 
inform you that they have read with much pleasure your lecture on the 

Valorization of Coffee,’' the subject matter of which is of great value to those 
engaged in the trade. 

Indian Laglalative Counoils. 

Mr. W. C. Madge, Secretary, European and Anglo-Indian Defence Associa- 
tion, Calcutta, writes, under date Ist October : — 

“ I am directed to send you the accompanying extract from the proceedings 
of a meeting of the Council of this Association, held on the 23rd September, and 
to request that the said extract may be laid before your Committee, and that 
the Council may be favoured with an expression of the views of your Committee 
on the subject of non-ofiicial European representation in Indian Legislative 
Councils.” 

(Inclosurb). 

Extract of Proceedings of the 198th Meeting of the Council of the 
European and Anglo-Indian Defence Association, held at the office of 
the Association on Monday, 23rd September, 1907. 

j|i *1« si: sj: :I: :I: 

The question of European Representation in the Indian Legislative 
Councils, Imperial and Provincial, having come up for discussion, after 
circulation of the Circular of the Government of India, dated 24th 




256 THE PLANTERS' CHRONICLE. 


A*. 4 gu«t, 1907, relating to the Establishment of Imptn-ial an<l Provincial 
Advisory Councils, and the enlargement of Imperial and Provincial 
Legislative Councils, the Council proceeded’ to consider and discuss the 
following facts and suggestions. 

Previous to the enactment of the Indian Councils Act of 1892 this Associ- 
ation had not favoured any enlargement of Indian Legislatures on the 
ground that, the non-official European element being very small and 
unable to affect official decisions in the Legislatures, it would be wiser, 
while such bodies remained mainly official, that no large European non- 
official representatives should be held constructively liable in part for 
their proceedings and enactments. On the passing of the above statute, 
however, and with the introduction of a larger Indian element and 
greater freedom in discussion budgets, even when Acts to introduce new 
taxation were not passed, this Association began to claim a fuller repre- 
sentation for non-official Europeans than the Government had conced- 
ed, but without success. 

At present, while five distinct classes of persons have the privilege of 
recommemling members for nomination by Government to Provincial 
Councils, and some classes have two while others have only one, “ mer- 
chants, nianufacturers and tradesmen’* are grouped under a single 
head and can claim only one nomination, while Planters and the whole 
Mill industry in the mofnssil have to take their chance among District 
Boards and other rural bodies by which they arc usually swamped. 

In April 1893, the Association pleadecl strongly with Govermnent, that 
as separate members had usually been elected for Commerce and Trades 
bv the courtesy of the Government, and new concessions were being 
conferred upon Indians, the right to return separate members for Com- 
merce and Trade slioiild be granted to the non-official European Com- 
munity, and recognised under the new rules then being passed, and 
that the claims of the Planting Community should also be taken into 
consideration. It was urged that, if at a period when altogether new 
concessions were being granted to Indians, similar rights were not 
conferred on Europeans, an unmerited slight would be thrown upon the 
most loyal section of the public. 

The Government, however, refused to grant the privileges claimed, but 
declared its intention of nominating separate representatives of Trade 
and Commerce as circumstances admitted, and it has kept this promise, 
but the favour comes of grace and not by right as in the case of some 
Indian bodies. 

The proposal now under consideration is to have o4 members of the 
Imperial Council, of whom 28 members shall be officials, 1 a Ruling 
Chief, 2 representatives of Calcutta and Bombay Chambers of Commerce, 
7 members returned by the seven existing Provinces or Provincial 
Legislature, 7 representatives of Indian Nobles and Landholders, 2 by 
Msmomedaiis as such, and when ne cessary, 2 Experts selected by the 
Viceroy. These arrangements omit Trades’ Associations altogether, 
give only 2 representatives to Commerce, and leave Planters and Mill 
industries nowhere. 

The details of Provincial Legislatures have been left for future elaboration 
but may be expected to follow the principles on which the Imperial 
Legislature is to be based. These principles represent an attempt to 
Indianise the Legislatures, almost to the exclusion of the non-official 
European element, which the Government might have been supposed to 
be willing to enlist in order to balance the India. 

The Council had before them a suggestion that, of the 26 non-officials 
provided for in the Scheme, eight should be non-official Europeans. 
The Council are certainly of the opinion that, in view of the great 
development of industrial enterprise with British capital in India, and 
the fact, before pressed on the attention of the Government, that tho 
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growing prosperity of the country and the increased wealth and comfort 
of large classes of people were owing more directly to the commercial 
and industrial development of the country than to any other cause, it 
was nily right that larger non*ofiicial Eurt)pean representation should 
be given. Before, however, making any representation to (rovernment 
on the subject it was : — 

Resolved that the fact of the case and suggestions now considered by 
Council be forwarded the Chambers of Commerce of Bengal, Bombay, 
Madras, and Rangoon, the Trades* Associations of Cahmtta, Bombay, 
Madras and Rangoon, the Indian Tea Association, the Jute Balers’ 
Association, the Behar Planters' Association, the Dears Planters’ Asso- 
ciation, the Assam Branch of the Tea Association, the Surma Valley Tea 
Association, the Darjoeling Tea Planters* Association, and other such 
bodies as Council may further determine. 

Press Quotations for Coffee. 

The following resolution was passed by the Committee of the Shevaroy 
Planters’ Association at a meeting held at Yercaud on October 7th, B)07 

“ Resolved that the Hon. Secretary write to the Secretary, U. P. A. S. 1., to 
point out that, as Reuter’s Agency seem disinclined to meet our views 
with regard to quoting East Indian B. Coffee, each District Association 
be invited to join in paying for quotations from Reuter and if that is not 
feasible, that Mr. J C. Sanderson be invited to quote rates. In the 
opinion of this Association a bi-weekly quotation will be sufficient and 
the total cost for the same should not exceed Rs.200. Meanwhile 
we suggest that the Secretary, U. P. A. S. I., write to Reuter’s Agency, 
Madras, and emiuire their rates for a bi-weekly quotation for six 
months or for a year . ’’ 

When sending this resolution forward the Hon. Secretary, Shevaroy Planters’ 
Association, wrote : — 

It may not afteeb all Associations or Districts having rates quoted, but 
those who sell a good portion of their crops locally stand to lose very 
considerably if they do not hear the London prices for East India Coffee 
till 3 weeks later. On the Shevaroy o last year, many planters, being in 
the dark, accepted what they considered very good prices for their coffee 
considering the huge Brazil crop, only to discover that the Agent and 
local buyers had offered prices far below the market value of the coffee 
and had taken advantage of our ignorance of the true price. It is, of 
course, to the advantage of the large coffee buying firms and local 
purchasers to try ami keep the price of East Indian Coffee from biding 
generally known to th^ sellers and these, one supposes, are the sub- 
scribers who refuse to allow misleading Rio Quotations. 

Madras Planters’ Labour Law. 

A letter, dated the 11th ultimo, from the Acting Chief Secretary to the 
Cloverninent of Madras, Judicial Department, reads as follows : — 

1 am directed to invite a reference to the correspondence ending with 
your letters, dated 29th August and 18th September last, on the subject 
of certain amendments to the Madras Planters’ Labour Act of 1908. It 
is now suggested that the provisions relating to a labourer should bo 
separated from those relating to a Maistry and that Sections 32 and 33 
should be recast as follows : — 

33 (1). When any Maistry or sub-raaistry has boon sentenced to imprison- 
ment for an offence punishable under Section 24, application may bo 
made to the Magistrate at any time previous to the expiry of .such 
sentence by or on behalf of the planter or maistry, with whom such 
maistry or sub-inaistry, as the case may be, has entered into a contract, 
reiiuesting that such maistry or sub-maistry be forthwitli made over to 
the applicant with an order to proceed forthwith to the estate in 
respect of which he had entered into a contract with the planter or 
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inaistry, as the case tuav be, and to remain on the estate for the 
remainder of the time specified in his contract. 

“ (2). When any labourer has been sentenced to imprisonment for an 
offence punishable under this Act, application may be made to the 
Magistrate at any time prexioiis to the expiry of such sentence by or on 
behalf of the employer of such labourer requesting that such labourer 
be forthwith made over to the applicant with an order to complete his 
labour contract. 

“ (3). On such application being made the Magistrate may, if the maistry or 
sub-maistry or labourer consents, issue the order applied for and if he 
issues such order, shall at the same time cancel the remainder of such 
sentence and direct that the maistry or sub-niaistry or labourer be 
forthwith made over or forwarded to the applicant.** 

“ 35 (1). When a complaint lias been made against any maistry or sub- 
maistry that he has committed an offence punishable undci>this Act, 
the Magistrate may on application made by the complainant or by or 
on behalf of the planter, in respect of whose estate the maistry or sub- 
maistry has entered into a contract direct in his judgment or order of 
aciiuittal or discharge, that such maistry or sub-maistry shall present 
himself on a specified date at the estate in respect of which he has entered 
into a contmet and shall remain there for the time specified in the 
contract or for such shorter period as the Magistrate may specify. Any 
maistry or sub-maistry who fails to comply wit h such an order shall bo 
deemed to have committed an offence punishable under Sections 4 (a) or 
(b) as the case may be. 

“(2). When a complaint has been made against a labourer that he has 
committed an offence punishable under this Act, the Magistrate may, 
on application made by his employer or by or on behalf of the planter 
on whose estate the labourer has contracted to work, direct in Ins 
judgment that the labourer shall complete .the performance of his 
contract. 

Provided that no siu^h direction shall be given if more than twelve monthfc^ 
have elapsed since the date on which his origiiial labour contract would 
have determined. 

“ Any labourer failing to comply with such direction shall he punishable 
under this Act as if he had failed to perform his original labour con- 
tract.” 

“ 35 A. Subject to the provisions of Section 35, no conviction or punishment 
inflicted under this Act shall have the effect of releasing any Maistry or 
sub-maistry or labourer from his contract or labour contract, as the case 
may be, from liability to prosecution for further offences punishable 
under this Act in respect of the same contract or labour contract.” 

The Government will be glad to be favoured with any remarks which the 
United Planters* Association liave to offer on the above proposal. 

Arbuthnot’s Estates. 

At the request of the Official Assignee, Madras, a number of notices regard- 
ing the estates that are for sale in behalf of the insolvent estates of Messrs. 
Arbuthnot & Co. were distributed among Councillors last month, a special 
supply being sent to each Secretary of a District Planters* Association. 

An advertisement relating to these estates is x>'d)fisbed elsewhere in the 
present issue, and to it the attention of all readers is specially drawn. A sale of 
large estates such as those under reference cannot fail to affect values in the 
various districts in which portions of the property are situated. 

The Book of PiH>oeecllnge 9 1907. 

This was issued on the 2l8t October, though some orders were only executed 
on the 22nd owing to the inability of the Choolay Post Office authorities to 
despatch on the earlier date all the books that were then handed in ! With the 
euiTfht number of the Chronicle a revised^acreage statement is sent out, which 
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is intended for the information, particularly, of buyers of the l)ook, who are 
requested to paste it in, facing page 63, as it gives fuller details than are 
contained in the foot-note on that page. The top portion, where it is described 
as a supplement to the “ Chronicle’* should be cut off when the slip is trans- 
ferred to the pages of the Book of Proceedings. 

Investigation and Experiments. 

In the October number we mentioned that the Scientific Officer to the Indian 
Tea Association, (Calcutta), had suggested that that Association should start a 
Journal. Mr. Hutchinson’s idea is that the proposed publication should 
contain suggestions from leading planters as to directions for scientific investi- 
gation, comparative information as to local conditions in different distric't, and, 
generally, information that would be of value to the industry. It has been 
suggested in the Chronicle already (Vol. 11., No. 8, p. 201,) that something 
of the same kind would be of use to planters in the South if published through 
the medium of this paper ; and the I. T, A. proposal lends force to this 
suggestion. The more active the help that planters are willing to give, the 
greater the usefulness of the Chronicle to the whole community will be. 
controversial correspondence is not invited, but notes of investigations made, 
of experiments conducted, of experience gained, would be interesting and useful 
to readers, and would give to the paper itself a touch of originality that 
could not fail to help it to fulfil its mission. 

As an example, reference may be made to the lengthy paper on Coffee Cultiva- 
tion in Coorg reprinted in the present issue from the Tropical Af/riculturist. 
Some of Mr. Gustave Haller’s remarks deal with the simple A. B. C. of the in- 
dustry, but there are atateiiients made and figures given which might be use- 
fully supplemented by means of notes from the personal experience of planters 
in Coorg and other districts. The reference to the average yield per acre is one 
point that seems to call for fuller investigation than it has yet received ; an 
extra hundredweight, provided that the standard of ({uality is kept up, means 
much to the producer. 

o 

The levy of the Ceylon Cardamom Cess, which was imposed under Ordinance 
No. 4 of 1905 and which was first enforced on October 1st, 1905, ceased on 
October 1st, according to section 5 of the Ordinance, which limited it to a a 
period of two years. The proceeds of the levy were being applied towards the 
increasing of the consumption of Ceylon cardamoms in such manner as 
determined by the Joint Committee of the Planters’ Association and the 
Chamber of Commerce. The Exjiort Duty has been one cent per lb. 

A syndicate of Stockton capitalists has purchased a 500-acre tract of 
very rich land on lloberts Island, one of the numerous fertile river islands 
west of Stockton, California, and expects soon to commence the cultivation 
of “ coffee.” 

They are going to put this large tract into blackeye beans,'* which are used 
extensively in the manufacture of the cheaper grades of coffee. The bean takes 
a nice brown colour, has a good flavor, and cannot be detected from the genuine 
coffee bean — the imported article — except by an experienced expert ; and 
even such a person would find it difficult to detect the counterfeit in a ground 
mixture of the real article. 

The blackeye bean, owing to the demand for it in the manufacture of coffee, 
sells readily for 6c. per pound ;much cheaper than real coffee can be purchased 
for. The blackeye bean is not at all injurious, as has been determined by 
repeated experimenting and chemical tests ; but, on the contrary, it makes a 
very nutritious drink when mixed with real coffee, as is always the case, and 
the flavor is delicious, In fact, about the only thing against the blackeye bean 
is, that it is not coffee, and no enthusiastic coffee drinker would knowingly 
drink any substitute. This is the first attempt to cultivate the blackeye bean 
ill .California . — Scientific American. 
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MEETINGS OF DISTRICT ASSOCIATIONS. 
Wynaad Planters* Assooiation. 

Meeting of 16th October 1907, at Meppadi Club. 

Present. — Messrs. 0. E. Abbott, H. Atzenwiler, B. M. Behr, E. A. Hughes, 
D. Mackenzie, I). H McLeod, B. Malcolm, S. H. Powell, Jnr., 
A. West, H. B. VVinterbotham and H. Waddington, Honorary 
Secretary. Visitors, Messrs. N. C. Whittonand G. H. Welchman. 

In the Chair. — Mr. C. PL Abbott. 

Proceedings of the last meeting were confirmed. 

It was noted that in printed report of Mr. Abbott’s note on the Conference 
at Bangalore, the word loe api>ear.s instead of two ; the sentence should read 
“ Two Associations pay more than the maximum subscription.” 

1293 — Plague Passes. — A list was cireulatod of the names of writers the 
Association wish appointed as Local Authorities. 

1294 — Post Ofi • \ — Read letter from Superintendent of Post Offices, Calient, 
advising that 111 iiU from Velleramulla and Meppadi will be closed two hours 
later than hitherto after the 20th October. Recorded with satisfaction. 

1295 — Non-service of Warrants. — Read letters from Mr. West and 
Magistrate, Vayitri, from which it appears, that in the case quoted at last 
meeting of the non-service of a warrant in Mysore although the warrant was 
granted many months back an<l several reminders have been sent Magistrate, 
Mysore, the warrant does not appear to have ever been despatched from 
Vayitri and clerk of the Court i.s unable to account for the process fees paid. 

Tlio Honorary Secretary was requested to address the Collector on the 
matter. 

It was not'id that the Nilgiri and Shevaroys A8.sociation.s are also moving in 
the matter of non-service of warrants, and the meetuig thought joint action 
might be taken. 

12^6— Sanitation. — Read letter from Honorary Secretary to Deputy Collec- 
tor, Wynaad, together with hi.s reply and memorandum by Magistrate, Vayitri. 
Recorded with satisfaction, and Honorary Secretary was asked to call attten- 
tion to similar cases as those noted at last meeting. 

1291 ^Valu itwn of Timber on Government Waste Lands . — Read rules to 
be printed and circulated with proceedings. 

1298— L'l/jo/tr Recrniting and Emigration. — Read U. P. A. S. I. corre- 
spondence, also letter from Mr. W. H. Church, calling attention to case where 
a policeman was found on an estate reading an offer to coolies enticing them 
to leave for Ceylon. Members also called attention to notices posted in the 
Wynaad Post Offices, enticing coolies to leave for the Straits Settlements, al- 
though it is not our local jungle coolies that are w^anted ami the only other 
persons suitable for plantation work in W.vnaad are coolies under advance to 
planters in the District. 

Proposed by Mr. B. Malcolm and seconded by Mr. E. A. Hughes ; 

That the Association address the Post Master-General, Madras with the 
object of ascertaining whether it is with his sanction that the Post Office is 
being tised as an advertising medium for Labour Agencies, and strongly pro- 
testing against the practice, trusting that it will be discontinued.— Carr teef 
unanimously. 

Proposed by Mr. 11. Waddington and seconded by Mr. H. Atzenwiler: That 
a copy of above resolution be communicated to the Chief Secretary to Govern- 
ment, Madras, and that his attent’on be called to Mr. Church’s case. Carried 

unanimously. 

1299 . — Hoad No. 38^ Chiindale-Sltoladi.-^EiBtiA Correspondence. The 
Honorary Secretary explained that the District Board District Engin^r had 
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apparently inis-read the first para, of his letter of 14th September. The Associa- 
tion appreciate the trouble taken by the District Engineer to have the inctal 
on this road spread in good time and the work <lone this year on the very 
much reduced allotment available, and note with satisfaction that steps aro 
being taken to do the repairs now necessary. 

The Association requested their representative on the District Board to do 
what he can to secure an increased allotment for this road during next season. 

1800 — Road No. 39, Sultan's Battery^ Cherambadi — Mr. Atzenwilcr called 
attention to the almost impassable state of this road in places, two weeks ago. 
The Honorary Secretary was asked to address the District Board Engineer, 
Malabar, and President of the Nilgiri District Board. 

1801 — Labour Laf/i.— Read U.P.A.S.I. Circular Xo. 60. Resolved to have the 
recent correspondence with reference to amendments of Act I of 1908, printed 
and circulated to all members of the Association. It was hoped that Govern- 
ment would take no steps to definitely amen<l the Act till those interested 
have had time to thoroughly consider the effect of proposed amendments. 

:o: 

A Special Meeting of the Association will be hehl on the 18th November, 
commencing at 9 a.m., at the Meppadi Club. 


1802 — Papers on the Table. P. A. S. I. Circs. Nos. 49 to ">9. 

I. T. A. Circs. Nos. 15 to 18. 

J. T. A. Report for 1906. 

Letter from Dr. J. S. Winsor, m.d., B. Sc. 
Particulars, Arbuthnot’s Estates. 

V'ijiam & Co’s Tea Scheme. 

A vote of thanks to the chair terminated the proceedings. 

(Signed) 0. E. Abbott, Chairman, 

( „ ) H. Waddinoton, Hon, Secretary. 


Summary of Rules for the Valuation of Trees yrowiny on lands lohich have 
Been applied for on darkast or under the Waste Land Rules in the Wynaad, 

The rates to be adopted in valuing trees shall be as follows : — 

I. Teak, Blackwood, Vengai and Aini, Rs.7-8-0 per tree below 4.1- feet and 
above one foot in girth. 

II. Toon or Red Cedar, Venteak and Mathi, Rs.5 per tree. 

III. Kadambai, Jal, Jack and Kalbagai, Rs.2-8-0 per tree. 

IV. Biliwara, Cadukai or Alale. Gogi or Koinanji, Rs.2-8-0 per tree, with the 
exception of class I (Teak, Blackwood, Vengai and Aini). 

No poles under 18 inches in girth at 5 feet above the ground shall be included 
in the valuation and no dead or hollow trees are to be included. In the case of 
any of the trees in Class I if girth is feet or above’ they shall be valued 
individually and charged as follows. — Teak & Blackwood, 8 annas, Vengai, 
6 annas, and Aini 4 annas per cubic foot. 

Rates quoted above are for trees on land fairly acce.ssible, it rests with the 
District Forest Officer to decide if the land is in such an inaccessible situation 
that lower rates are necessary. 


:o: 
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Central Travanoore Planters* Association. 

The Quarterly General Meeting of this Association was held at Arnanal, 
on Saturday, 19th October, 1907. 

Present. — Messrs. H. S. Holder, (Chairman), J. A. llichardson, F, W. Le- 
Feuvre, H.C. Westa\vay, F. Bissett, F.E. Thomas, E.S. Stephens, 
D. McArthur, W. H. G. Leahy, C. W. Lacy, C. E. G. Gordon 
and A. H. Mead, (Honorary Secretary). 

The Chairman opened the Meeting. 

Gentlemen, — The Agenda paper before you to-day will, I think, take up all 
the time we have to devote tn it, I will therefore imt detain you. 

Your Road Committee have a long report to lay before you, and the thanks 
of the Association are due them for the time and trouble they have expended 
on the subject. 

The condition of the district roads is beyond all comment ; sufHce it to say 
that never have the roads been in a more disgraceful state than they have 
been this year. . 

Our thanks are due to the Chief Engineer for having interested himself in 
the matter of these roads being taken over by us, and if the hopes he holds out 
are fulfilled, I think we have every reason to expect a change for the better. 

In regard to the forthcoming Sri Mulam Popular Assembly, owing to the* 
very short notice that was given as to the date on which subjects had to be 
sent in, your Committee met and appointed Mr. LeFeuvre as delegate for this 
Association and instructed him in regard to subjects that they deemed it ad- 
visable he should touch on at the meeting ; this action 1 trust you will be able 
to confirm. The U. P. A. S. I. meeting has taken place and was well attended, 
the proceedings of the meeting as published, were, throughout, full of interest, 
and there is doubtless much that took place in Committee, which will appear 
in the hook of proceedings. 

I will now ask the Honorary Secretary to read the notice calling this 
meeting. 

At the Chairman's suggestion the minutes of last meeting were taken as 
read and confirmed, 

Coi*i*esponcienoe. 

Submitted letters from Dr. A. M. Jacob, Sub-Assistant Surgeon. 

Resolved that the Honorary Secretary do write to the Sub-Assistant 
Surgeon that the Central Travancore Planters' Association reserve the right 
of dealing with the monthly sub.sidy as they may think fit when the Sub- 
Assistant Surgeon is on leave or is for any other reason absent. 

Submitted letters to Dewan and Excise Commissioner re arrack shops ad- 
joining estates. , 

Resolved that the Honorary Secretary again address (ioyornment on the 
subject. 

Submitted letters to Chief Secretary to Government subject District Roads, 
Peermaad. 

Resolved that the matter is urgent, and Honorary Secretary be instructed to 
write again on the subject. 

Messrs. Davidson Co., Ltd., Fitter Scheme. 

Considered Correspondence relating to above. 

Resolved that as certain estates are not willing to join, the offer of Messrs. 
Davidson & Co., Ltd., cannot be accepted, and that the Honorary Secretary do 
write and thank Messrs. Davidson & Co., Ltd., for the trouble they have taken. 

The Honorary Secretary read the Report of the Road Committee. 

Report of District Road Committee. 

A meeting of the District Road Committee was held at Bonami Bungalow, 
on Tuesday, 20th August, 1907. 

Present. — Messrs. F, E. Thomas, H. C. Westaway, A. H. Mead, (Honorary 
• Secretary), Messi*s. F. W. LeB'euvre, F. Bissett, and the Hon'ble 

V. B. Wilbraham also attended to consider what immediate steps 
were necessary to make the Cardamom Hills road |>ossible for 
traffic. 
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Messrs. F. E. Thomas, F. W. LeFeuvre, the Hon’hle V. Ih Wilbraham and 
A» II, Mead agreed to repair road ternponrarily as far as Stagbrook gap. 

On September, the 16th, Messrs ,1. A. Richardson, F. E . Thomas. H. C. West- 
away and A. H. Mead met the Acting Chiet Engineer, and went over the 
District roads in his Company. 

Mr. Minchin thoroughly sympathised with tho deputation, and the re- 
commendations made by him are set forth in the Honorary Heoretar^^’s letter, 
dated 20th September, 1907. 

Resolved that the members of the Central Tra\ ancore Planters’ Association 
who have temporarily repaired the Cardamom Hill Road bo thanked, and 
that the Honorary Secretary be instructed to write to the Acting Chief 
Engineer on the subject of the District Roads, Peerniaad. 

Report of Bangalore Delegate. 

Mr. J. A. Richardson said : — 

Gkntlrmkn, — I do not want to take up your time with a long report on the 
Rangalore Meeting, but had the proceedings of the meeting been ready and circu- 
lated ray task would have been easier. A great deal took place in Committee, 
so that even those of you who followed the reports of the meeting in the 
newspapers lost a lot of interesting information, a good deal of which in my 
opinion might with advantage have passed through in open meeting. 

I will only refer to the resolutions passed which directly interest us. and 
taking them in order the first we come to is with reference to Dr. H. H. 
Mann’s severing his connec.tioix with the Indian Tea Ass(x.dation and reads as 
follows : — 

“That this Association wishes to cordially thank Dr. H. H. Mann for all 
the scientific work that he has cjirried out to the immense benefit of 
the Tea Industry, and especially for the courteous attention that he has 
always given to matters referred to him by individual planters iti South 
India.” 

This, 1 am sure, gentlemen, will meet with vimr unanimous approval. 
Through Dr. Mann’s resignation the tea industry suffers a great loss and will 
find it very hard to fill his place. 

British Import Duty on Tea, 

The following resolution was p:issed on this subject : 

“ That this Association regrets that the Home (Tovernment have made no 
further reduction in the Tea Duty this year, and earnestly hopes that 
the other penny of the war tax at least will be removed in the next 
Budget.” 

In speaking to this resolution, Mr Pinches spoke of the good work done by 
the Anti-Tea-Duty League in their efforts to get the Duty reduced. The 
league is starting another campaign and is greatly in need of funds. As you 
may have noticed, the Secretary of the Anti-Tea-Duty League has made 
special appeals in both the Madras and Ceylon papers for subscriptions. Funds 
are being raised by voluntary subscriptions and £4,000 is required. He 
suggests that Companies and others interested in the sale of tea should pay 
J620 per million pounds of tea and asks the small amount of Rs.5 from every 
planter, and they in turn should bring the matter before their Companies and 
proprietors. I think it is the duty of every planter to support it, and I trust 
every member of this Association who has not already done so will subscribe 
towards it. 

Ceylon Import Duty on Tea, 

The following resolution was passed : 

“ That this Association continue the agitation for the removal of the Ceylon 
Import Duty on Tea on the lines indicated by the Indian Tea Associa- 
tion in their letter to the Secretary to Government of India, Dej^artraent 
of Commerce and Industry, dated 28th June^ 1906.’^ 

In bringing forward this resolution I drew the meeting’s attention to the 
Weekly Tea Circular of ITtli.Tuly; issued by Mr. Francis Street, a leading 
merchant and Tea expert in Colombo, in which he stated that ** Bombay still 
continues to takfs the rubbishy teas aiid Factory sweepings, which should be 
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burnt in the interests of the trade/* This may probably induce the Govern- 
ment of India to take the matter up more strongly, an it is clear proof admitted 
by a Colombo merchant that India has been and still is the dumping ground 
for all sorts of sweepings and rubbish, which is not fit for consumption. Under 
planting notes in the Madras Mai! on the 28th of last month, it is stated, quot- 
ing from a Colombo paper, that the opposition in Ceylon against the removal 
of the duty is not so strong as it was. I hope this may be so, but we must 
keep hammering away at it if we want it removed, and not let the matter rest. 

The scheme for Popularisation of Coffee and Press Quotations for Coffee I will 
pass over, as they do not affect us. The next resolution which is of interest to 
us is the Guaranteed Analysis of Fertilizers^ which reads as follows : — 

“ That this Association is glad to notice that yearly more firms are giving 
guaranteed Analysis of Manures, and again urges Planters to give sup- 
port to those firms doing so.** 

In this connection t explained that Cochin was our nearest port and most 
convenient market for purchasing manures, and asked Dr. Lehmann if he could 
tell me if any Cochin firm was prepared to guarantee Analysis. He said he 
thought Messrs. H illinghurst & Co. were prepared to do so. 

Scientific Ojjirer Scheme* 

This subject led to a good deal of discussion and a series of resolutions 
being passed, which you have all doubtless seen in the Planters' Chronicle. 
This Association did not promise any support to this scheme, as we have an 
alternative scheme of our own, but the necessar^^ qualifications of such an officer 
brought up a goo<l deal of discussion. It was thought he must have knowledge 
of Agricultural Chemistry, Mycology, Botany and Entomology. I see from the 
Madras Government’s reply to the U P. A., they too are at a loss as to what 
qualifications are required. This matter interests us as we are about to bring 
it up at the coming Sri Mulam. and I think myself what is wanted is a man 
thoroughly up in Agricultural Chemistry, who would be prepared to take up 
the other subjects in connection with his work. With a view to this I think it 
advisable to secure a young man who has just passed out of some Agri- 
cultural College, as during his course of training as an Agricultural Chemist 
he will have been in touch more or less with most of the other subjects, where- 
as an older man will probably have made a speciality, and worked on one 
particular subject and lost touch with the others. 

The next item which interests us is the resolution on Indian Tea for India 
as follows : — 

That this Association recommends that the scheme set forth in Messrs. 
Vijiani and Co’s letter which has now been given publicity be circulated 
to the District Associations.** 

The scheme has been tried before by Messrs. Yule and Co., and for a time 
met with a considerable amount of success. I think you will agree with me, 
however, that if we can get a good native firm to take up the business they 
will make much more of it, Messrs. Vijiam and Co. are a firm of good 
standing in Madras, and in their letter set forth several schemes for our 
approval, which will no doubt come up for discussion later on, when I trust you 
will give the matter your support. 

Indtan Tea Cess. 

A resolution on this was passed as follows : — 

“ That this Association wishes strongly to support the view that the Indian 
Tea Cess levied under pi’ovisions of Act IX. of 1902 should be continued 
for another 5 years from the 3l8t of March, 1908 at which date the 
period for which it was levied will come to an end.’’ 

Weights anti Measures. 

Last year’s resolution was re-affirmed, but I am afraid we are not much fur- 
ther forward with this matter than we were some two years ago. 

Labour Recrniting and Emigration. " 

There was a good deal of discussion on this matter, principally in Committee. 
The feeling seemed general in all districts that the continued, emigration of 
eoolies to foreign countries was becoming very serious for the, planung enter- 
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prise of Soiifchern India. It was decided that the Hon’ble Planting Member 
4ind Mr. Martin should interview informally members of the Madras Govern- 
ment on the subject, and the following resolution was passed : 

That this Association requests the Ho nhle Mr. Hodgson and Mr Aylmer 
Martin to interview informally members of the Madras Government, and 
give them the information in our possession about Labour Recruiting and 
Emigration, and gives full power to these two gentlemen to adopt 
such measures for the protection of the Interests of planters in South 
India as seem to them advisable, and that they report to this Associa- 
tion.” 

Commission on Money Orders, 

The following resolution was passed on this subject : — 

“ That this Association again address the Director-General of the Post Office 
in India, and ask him to reduce the Commission on Money Orders to 2 
annas for R8.25, 8 annas for Ks.1,000, and four annas for each subse- 
quent Rs.lOO. But that the Secretary shall first ascertain what steps the 
Madras Trades Association, which has promised its support, intends to 
take ; and act in concert with it.’’ 

Theni Bridge, 

This subject was brought up by the Kanan Devan Association Delegate, 
and I had much pleasure in seconding the resolution. •! think, considering 
the treatment we have received from Government, the re.solution was very 
mildly put, and I hope Government will see their way to carry out the 
promise made over two years ago by Mr. Bedford and Mr. McFarland, 
Collector and Assistant Collector of Madura District, who attended a Com- 
mittee Meeting of the Kanan Devan Association. Mr. Bedford then assured 
us that the Theni Bridge would be built and that funds were available The 
Periakolam Bridge he said he could not promise, as the most suitable crossing 
was where the long-spoken-of railway bridge would come. The Periakolam 
river is not so dangerous, however, and the bridge not so urgently wanted, but 
we then congratulated ourselves that the Theni Bridge would disappear from 
our Agenda papers. We were wrong, however, and like the railway it is still 
(Untouched. The total cost of the bridge would not be more than R8.20,000 at 
the outside, and we can only hope that the following resolution will have some 
efifect and persuade the Madras Government of the urgent necessity of building 
this bridge, which is a very serious danger to life and property during the 
North-E^st Monsoon, to say nothirig of the inconvenience caused by the delay 
to Mails and travellers when it is in flood. 

The resolution reads as follows : — 

“ That this Association feels very disappointed with the reply of Govern- 
ment made about the bridging of the Theni River, and that considering 
the uncertainty which the Government themselves point out of the 
railway through Cumbutn Valley ever being constructed, and the fact 
that apart from the railway this bridge is an immediate and urgent 
necessity. Government be asked to reconsider their decision.” 
Resolution 24, Feeder Roads on tlw Shevaroysy I will puss over, as it does not 
interest us. 

Madras Planters' Labour Bill, 

This matter took up a great deal of time and was spoken on at considerable 
length by Mr. Brock, of the Nilgiris, and Mr. Abbott, of Wynaad. These two 
Associations, you will remember, applied for the Act and had it introduced in 
their districts. Amendments were asked for, and the Government reply to 
these only came a day or so before the U. P. A. Meeting, too late for District 
Associations to discuss them. Last year the Wynaad Association petitioned 
to have the act withdrawn, but they nave now agreed in conjunction with the 
Nilgiri Association to ^o on with it and press Government to amend it and 
make it more suitable. It would take too long to go into all the details of the 
discussion on this matter so I will simply read you the 3 resolutions passed and 
memo, of opinions : 
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1. That a letter be addressed to the Government of Madras, embodying the 
opinions of this Association in regard to the proposed amendments to 
Act I. of 1908, and giving its reasons for the same.” 

2. That this Association nrmly refuse to accept the so-called reciprocal 
obligation which Government have lately added to the proposed amend- 
ment to Section 29.** 

** S. That this Association requests the Government of Madras to mako 
every endeavour to complete the amendment of Act I. of 1903, before 
the end of the current year.** — Carried nnanimouely, 

(Memo, of Opinions). 

** Section 4. This Association is strongly of opinion as already stated in 
previous correspondence on the subject that it is very advisable in the 
interests of the coolies that he should not be compelled to go before 
an attesting oiiicer unless he elects to do so : but is willing to accept the 
amendment to Section 4 proposed by Government. It regrets, however, 
that this is not being effected in the simple manner implied by the 
Government of Madras in their Order No. 558, .Judicial, dated 28th Marc^, 
1906.** 

“ In this connection the Association considers that Government should 
appoint officials of a much lower grade than at present as attesting 
officers in the Mysore State, where only Amildars, Taluq Sheristadars, 
Sub-Registrars and Hobli Sheikdars (which officials aye usually only to 
be found at Taluq Head(iuarters),have been appointed to attest contracts, 
and rc(|uests that in addition Village Patails and Sh&nbhogs should 
also be appointed as attesting officers.** 

“ Section 29. With reference to the resolution that this Association has 
passed in connection with Section 29, this Association considers that the 
so-called reciprocal obligation is not in the slightest degree reciprocal 
and that it would practically suggest dishonesty to the maistry and the 
coolie, who could at any time by collusion come down upon the Planter 
for repayment of money already paid, and for these reasons cannot pos- 
sibly adopt the Government’s addition to the simple amendment pro- 
posed last year. The latter in turn although accepted by this Associ- 
ation was not what the Wynaad and Nilgiri District Associations asked 
for but was offered by Government instead of what they wanted.’’ 

“In this case this Association although wishing for the amendment as 
offered by Government last year can under no consideration accept this 
so-called reciprocal obligation, and if Government insists upon this point 
infinitely prefers to refuse the amendment altogether. 

“ Section 35. This Association follows the view of Government that some 
amendment to Section 85 is desirable. Of the two alternative amend- 
ments proposed by Government the first only can be entertained, as 
this Association is of the opinion that it is essential maistries and sub- 
inaistries should continue to find a place under this section. In such 
cases as would come under this section when amended the maistry 
or sub-maistry would probably have already satisfactorily accounted 
for his advance. But the fact of a maistry having failed to present 
himself on the estate or failed to remain there would not at all neces- 
sarily imply that he had no labourers to look after. It is possible and 
even probable that a few of his coolies might be there while the majority 
had failed to come in, in which case he would when ordered to retuna to 
the estate be in a position to get such of his luhemmmam had! dMulted 
back to work. 

WarranU and Summom, < 

Mr Brock, of the Nilgins, proposed the following resolution, which may help^ 
to do away with the continual return of warrants with the old excuse that the 
person is not to be found : 

** That Government be asked to instruat officers who issue warrants and 
summons that the number of the Police Constable entrusted with their 
service be recorded on them.” 
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Fmanqe. 

It was under this heading that the resolution passed at our last meeting 
T6 an acreage assessment for the U. P. A. Subscription came up, and 1 am 
sorry to say I was unable to carry the matter through successfully. This was 
not from any direct opposition to the scheme from other delegates, but princi> 
pally owing to the fact that since the matter was brought up at Bangalore last 
year by our delegate and referred to the District Associations for discussion 
nothing further was done. It was therefore impossible for the different 
Associations to know what their subscription under an acreage basis would be 
and not wanting to be let in for more than they could afford they limited their 
delegates this year to a certain amount. In accordance with our request 
when sending up our resolution to the U. P. A. acreage statistics were asked 
for from all the Associations. These figures 1 must say came as rather a sur- 
prise to me. Taking the figures of 10 years ago when the present method of 
subsf'.ription was introduced we find the acreage under cultivation was nhen 
returnra as 100,306 acres and allowing that a certain amount of coffee 
cultivation had gone out I thought that the large extensions in Tea and 
llubber during the last few years would more than make up for it, 
and that a 6 pie per acre cess would meet the case. The returni sent in this 
year, however, only show an acreage of 00,828 acres, a falling off of 10,000 
acres. This is mostly duo to Coffee land being abandoned and in the case of 
the Nilgiris a fairly large acreage of both Tea and Coffee being in the hands of 
natives but also I am sorry to say to planters in several districts withdraw being 
short sighted enough to support from their district Associations. On the exist, 
ing figures, taking the average expenditure of the U- P. A. at Bs.3,700, an acre 
age assessment of 8 pies per acre would be more than sufl&cient to cover if 
The following table shows the acreage returned in 1897, as compared with 1907* 
Increase and Decrease in the various districts, the subscriptions now being* 
i)aid and what they would be under the acreage system. 

Table Showing Acreage Siatetneni and Necessary Assessment 


on an Acreage Basis, 


District. 

Acreage 
returned 
in 1897. 

Acreage 
returned 
in 1907. 

Increase. 

Decrease 

Present 

substn. 

Under 

acreage 

system. 

Wynaad 

13,092 



1,692 


BS. 

475 

Nilgiris 

31,584 


— 




Coorg 

11,660 

18,000 

1,440 




641 

N. Mysore 

12,241 


— 

2,241 


416 

S. Mysore 

17,512 

6,060 

I — 

11.462 


252 

Kanan Devan 

4,914 


11,139 

— 

520 

668 

Shevaroys 

2,817 


1,683 

— 

150 

187 

Central Travancore . . 

6,586 

7,668 

977 

— 

350 

315 

Mundakayam 

— 

5,492 

0,492 

— 

100 

228 

Cardamom Hills 

— 

— 

1 • — 

— 

50 

— 

Anamallais 

1 — 

5,460 


— 

100 

226 

Total . . 


90,328 

26,191 

36,169 

2,970 

3,753 


From these figures you will see, gentlemen, that witfi the exception of two 
districts the difference between what they now pay and what they would have 
to pay under the new system is not very great, and I think you will find that 
if we keep the matter before them they will all fall into line next year. I 
brought your wwolntioa forward in open meeting, and then we went into 
Committee, when I spoke further ' on the matter and put the abovb figures 
before the meeting. The Hon’ble Mr. Hodgson, in replying, spoke in favour 
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of the scheme an<l strongly recoiuinended it, but owing to the reasons I have 
already stated it was obvious it could not go through without further reference 
to the District Associations. T therefore withdrew your resolution and proposed 
the following in its place as a temporary measure : 

“ Considering the straitened circumstances we find ourselves in owing to 
the loss of our Reserve Fund through the failure of Messrs. Arbuthn'ot 
and Co., we recommend that a very specisl appeal be made by District 
Associations to every Planter in South India and Horae Proprietors, 
urging them to support their District Associations and thus help to 
swell the funds of the U. P. A. S. I. and increase its influence.^* 

I trust, gentlemen, you will approve of my action in this matter. What we 
have now got to do is to keep the subject before the other Associations and 
not let it drop as it seems to have done last year, and I think it will go through 
next year. It must be quite clear to everyone that something must be done, 
as it is only with the help of a balance from last year of R8.788-2-0 that the 
U. P. A. is able to carry on for the present year, as, according to the estimate, 
the expenditure will be Its. 3, 540 with an actual income of jis.3,670, leaving a 
balance of only Rs. 130. District Associations are asked to send in half of the 
annual subscription as soon as possible. The last Resolution, No. 28, refers to 
the Banking of U. P. A. Funds, which it has been decided to place with the 
Bank of Madra^s being the moat suitable as they have a Branch in Bangalore. 

1 think, gentlemen, this covers all the points in which we were directly 
nterested. 

Proposed from the Chair : 

That a hearty vote of thanks be accorded to Mr. J. A. Richardson for so 
ably representing the Association at Bangalore, and for his instructive and 
ample report . — Qcirried unanimously . 

Resolved . — That the Honorary Secretary do write to Secretary, U. P.’A.S.I, 
enclosing Mr. Richardson’s figures of district acreages and requesting that these 
may be embodied in the Report. 

Resolved. — the Central Travancore Planters* Association do pay half 
their annual subscription to the U. P. A. S. I. at once. 

Resolution by Mr. H. D. Deane was withdrawn. 

Resolution by Mrs. Munro (by proxy) withdrawn, as the matter has 
already the attention of tho Association. 

Proposed by Mr. F. LeFeuvre, seconded by Mr. F. Bissett : “That the Dewan 
be asked whether there would be any objection to correspondence between the 
Managers of Estate “ Day and Night*’ Schools in Peermaad, and the Assistant 
Inspector ef Schools, Kottayam, being carried on m English instead of Malay- 
alam as at present . — Curried nem. con. 

Proposed by Mr. A. H. Mead, seconded by Mr. F. W. LeFeuvre : That it be 
ascertained what financial support would be forthcoming in the District and 
in Mundakayarn District towards the support of qualified British Medical 
Officer.— Carried, 

Resolved . — That the following Committee go into the question of a Euro- 
pean Doctor. — Messrs. J). McArthur, F. E. Thomas and J. A. Richardson. 

Proposed from the Chair. 

That Government be asked to contribute a grant towards the re-construction 
of the Maiiaus Creek Bridge. —Carn>(^ unanimously. 

Mr. W. H. G. Leahy proposed a vote of thanks to the Chair, and the pro- 
ceedings terminated. 

(Signed) A. H, Mbad, 

Honorary Secretary., 
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CooFg Planters’ Association. 

Proceedings of a Quarterly General Meeting held at the Freemasons Lodge, 
Mercara, on Thursday, October 17th li)07 at 2 p.m. 

Present. — Messrs. W, M. Ball, W. A F. Rracken, Talbot, Cox, L. King- 
Church, H. F Davy, J. A. Graham, H. M. Mann. James T. 
Morgan, J. P. Green-Price, A. J. Wright, W. R. Wright, L T. 
Harris, Esqr., i.c.s.. Commissioner of Coorg, Honorary Member, 
and A. Lambert, Honorary Secretary. 

Mr. Ball was voted to the chair. The Chairman, in opening the meeting, 
regretted the unavoidable absence of Mr. Murray- Ay nsley, the President, 
•C. P A., and the Honorary Secretary then proceeded to read over the minuses 
of the last meeting, which were confirmed. 

The folio j»ing report of the delegates to the late U. P. A. S. I. Meeting was 
also read by the Honorary Secretary. 

Gentlemen, 

Before proceeding to lay before you the Report of your delegates to the 
late U P. A. Meeting, Mr. Mur ray- Ay nsley and myself, I should like to ex- 
press my regret tliat this has been somewhat delayed, owing to my having 
been indispose<l most of the time during my stay in Bangalore, and by press 
of business since my return to Coorg last month, and more especially do I re- 
gret the delay in the publication of this Report, as this year thcra was one sub- 
ject of special interest to our members, and in fact, to the whole Province of 
Coorg on the Agenda paper, : — Railways and Planting Districts — and thoii<»h 
the papers contain a more or less full account of the proceedings of the 
U. P. A. Meeting, day hy day, yet it appears that some disappointment has 
h(»en caused by the non-appearance of the lieporr, of your delegates, and 1 
would, therefore, suggest that, in future, delegates to the U. P. A. Mt^eting, in 
order to prevent disappointment to, and for the early information of oiir metn- 
l>ers, be asked to issue a Report of their doings thereat us soon as convenient 
after the said meeting is closed, as the usual Quarterly .Mooting. C.P. A., before the 
members, at which this Report has always hitherto been laid, does not, in any 
case, take place until some time after that date. The other questions on the 
Agenda paper which your delegates were asked to, speciallv, take note of, were 
the following : — Import Duties on Seeds of Eronomic Pro lucts, Finance^ (^offee 
Popularisation^ Scientific Officer's Scheni'* and Weights and Measilre^i 
and 1 will now proceed to give you some account of the action taken by your 
<lelegates in regard to the various questions enimierated above : — 

Economic Products, — With reference to this question we were asked to 
support any proposal which included approaching Government with a view 
to having the import duties on seeds of economic products reduced. The 
discussion however, which arose on this point, vetoed the idea, the general 
impression amongst the delegates being that it was too small a matter to brin^^ 
to the notice of (xovernment and that, in any case, it was very improbable 
any reduction would be made, with which we agreed, the present duty on 
same being only 5%. 

Finance. — Under this heading we were instructed to enquire as to whether 
the Louisiana Exposition refund of Hs.10,000 had been involved in the loss 
incurred by the failure of Messrs. Arbiithnot & Co., or as to how it ha<i been 
disposed of. This sum was unfortunately included in the losses we incurred 
through that calamity. 

Co fee Popularisation. — In regard to this matter wc gladly seconded the 
South Mysore Resolution, which ran as follows : — Proposed by Mr. J. G. 
Hamilton, seconded by Mr; Lambert, “ that this Association cortlially accepts 
the offer laid before it by Mr. J. C. Sanderson, and should the support 
of the different countries named be obtained, is prepared to address Govern- 
ment with a request that, within the limits proposed by Mr. Sanderson, 
a cess similar to tne tea cess be levied on all coffee exported, and the pro- 
-ceeds devoted to the campaign fpr the popularisation of coffee,’* 
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Coffee Adulteration : — In regard to this question a resolution recording a 
hearty vote of thanks to Mr. J. D Reos, M. P., was passed for his services on 
planters’ behalf in the matter of coffee adulteration and that this Association 
trusts he will continue his kind efft>rt8 in this direction. 

Scientijic Officer's Scheme , — We cordially agreed with the resolution passed 
re this question, which ran as follows : — “ That in view of the valuable financial 
support promised by the various Soutli India Associations who have reported 
on the matter, and the urgent need of a Scientific Otticer to advise and help 
the various branches of the Planting Industry in South India, the U. P. A. S \. 
do approach the various Oovernmonts for financial assistance to enable 
the project to be carried through at an early date,’’ and. moreover, we felt it 
especially encumbent upon us to support this resolution, as the idea of the 
employment of a Scientific Officer had been very favourably received in Coorg, 
generally speaking, and we considered, therefore, that the sooner the U. P. A. 
were placed in a position to approach (loveriiment on the matter the sooner 
the services of the said officer were likely to be available. , 

Railways in Pluntinff Districts . — With reference to this important matter 
and its special and well-known application to the needs of our Province, of 
which your delegates being well aware, not only listened attentively to 
the speeches made both in committee and in open meeting, and 
further discussed the (piesiion not only privately, but also in committee 
with the other delegates, with the result that wo came to the conclusion that 
our most advantageous policy was to support the Arsikerc-Mangalore j^roject, 
and wo are of opinion that we wore justified in our action by the circum- 
stances of the case as set forth at the meeting, some of the details of which, 
however, have not, most unfortunately, we consider, appeared, as yet, in print,, 
and though some of our members may feel somewhat disappointed at the out- 
come of this year’s U. P. A, Railway policy, yet we feel sure that they, as a 
body, will acqui('s(;e in, and confirm the course their delegates took in their 
behalf, in not only supporting, but seconding the resolution brought forward by 
Mr. W. L. Crawford, the cogency of which speaks for itself and which ran 
as follows: — Proposed by Mr. W. L. Crawford, (8. Mysore), seconded by Mr. 
Murray-Aynsley (Coorg) — ‘‘That in view of the material increase in the pros- 
perity of the Province of Mysore and South Canara and the great development 
of commerce, and of the mineral resources of Mysore and the fact that the 
haulage of these minerals would put an entirely new and favourable com- 
plexion on the dividend yielding capacity of the proposed Arsikere- Mangalore 
extension, forming as it would do the mo.st direet route to the coast, this Asso- 
ciation considers that it is an opportune time to bring to the notice of the Gov- 
ernment of India and the Government of Mysore the necessity of the early 
construction of this most important line,” {Carried unanimously). 

Moreover as there is, [ am given to understand, an impression abroad 
that your delegates did not do justice to or sufficiently urge the claims 
ot the Mysore-Coorg-Tellich(jrry line, I should like to point out that we 
received no definite instructions as to the course we were to pursue in regard 
to this Railway question, beyond the fact that we were to bring to the notice 
of the delegates that we in Coorg considered the time had now arrived for 
some steps being taken to try and have this very important question of 
Railways in Planting Districts laid before Parliament, and we were also asked 
to keep our project to the front as much as circumstances would permit of, and 
in view of these instructions the following remarks were made by Mr. Lambert 
in open meeting, and notwithstanding the obvious fact that so far as this year’s 
U. P. A. Meeting was concerned those interest'^d in the Arsikere -Mangalore 
line had set up such a very strong claim to its support, that, in consequence, 
the question of Railways in Planting Districts was practically concluded. 

Mb. Lambkrt’s Remarks. 

With reference to this question of Railways in Planting Districts, with 
vour permission, Mr. Chairman, I should like to inform the Meeting assembled 
here to-day in a few though, I fear, crude words as to what is the general 
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opinion in Coorg in regard to this important matters, as though, after the 
very interesting and pertinent remarks which have fallen fronj gentlemen 
on the subject of the Arsikere- Mangalore hue, we, the Representativea 
of Coorg have no hesitation in supporting the Mysore planters in their 
efforts to obtain this Railway, more especially taking into consideration the 
gallant manner in which they supported our scheme last year at the Annual 
Sleeting of this Association, yet we do not wish it. for a moment, to be under- 
stood that we have, in any way, given up hope of a line eve»itually,and moreover 
as no distant date, being constructed to connect oui* Province with the S. M. 
Railway on the one side, and the Western Coast on the other, and more parti- 
cularly with this latter point from a business aspect. Indeed, it is our earnest 
intention to lose no opportunity to push our interests in this connection, or to 
leave unturned no stone in our efforts to obtain this great desider- 
atum, but to continue the Railway policy we have been endeavouring 
to carry out for many years past and in the interests of which we have 
interviewed and meriiorialized two Governor-Gen(‘rals of India and many 
Honorable Residents of Mysore and Coorg, and though without com- 
plete success, so far, yet our efforts in this direction have invari- 
ably met with courtesy, sympathy, and encouragement to persevere in the 
manful struggle, if I may be permitted to call it so. commenced so many 
years ago. Rut, gentlemen, we do not wish to appear entirely selfish in this 
matter of Railways, on tlie contrary, we are strong? ly of opinion that this ques- 
tion of Railw'ay communication in Planting Districts in general, in Southern 
India has not met with the af ten tion it really merits cither at the hands of 
Government itself, the Railway authorities themselves, or other leading 
Directors of such schemes, and though we do not desire to altogether advance 
this opinion in the light of a grievance, yet we consider that this, to us 
Planters, very important question has been passed over, and practically lost 
sight of in the midst of the pressure, and urgency of the organisation and 
maturing of the many other large and perhaps more important, from a public 
point of view, Railway refpurements which are, doubtless, constantly engaging 
the attention of the authorities, but this omission on the part of those who 
control Railwa^^ interests in this country, we consider by no means obliterates 
the fact of the crying need which, undoubtedly exists for freer communication 
with markets, and with the o\iter would in general throughout the Planting 
Districts of Southern India. More especially I may add, too, taking into con- 
sideration the large amount of capital which has been for many years past, 
and is being now invested in S. India both by British and Indian Planters, 
do we think that our case deserves to meet with more careful deliberation 
from those in power than it has hitherto apparently done. But Gentlemen, 
I will not detain you longer by enlarging upon this subject, so I will therefore 
close these few remarks by stating that we consider the time has now arrived 
for the Planters of Southern India to take steps to have thi.s very important 
question brought before the House of Commons with a view not only of bring- 
ing more prominently to notice the indifference of our i^ositioU, generally speak- 
ing, in regarti to this matter of railway commuTiication, but also with the 
object of trying to attract the attention to and enlist the sympathy and sup- 
port of the Secretary of State for India in favour of this very important 
affair, as being one, moreover, which doubtless very seriously affects the 
interests, and well-being of a large number of British and Indian subjects, 
living in this part of the Indian Empire, whose moneys are not only invested 
in, but whose very livelihood in many cases entirely depends upon the 
product growing industry which, through their efforts, they have established 
in S. India; and finally we are suggesting this course with the hope that through 
this influence more attention may bo given to this side of the railway Question 
as regards India, and that Railways in Planting Districts ma3^, in the near 
future, take a more prominent position in the programme of lines to be 
constructed at an early date, comprised in the Railway scheme of the Indian 
Empire, than they apparently do at present. 

I may add that, though my remarks were received with approbation, yet no 
further discussion on railway’ matters ensued. Your delegates wish to record 
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the fact that they consider the non-publication of the whole of the speeches 
and discussions on this important question a most unfortunate arrangement in 
view of the publicity such a course would have given thereto. 

Weights and Msasures —No fresli information on this subject was forth- 
coming and it was decided to re-adiriu last year’s resolution, which ran as fol* 
lows : — 

“ In view of the support that was being received in this matter from the 
Chamber of Commerce and o her bodies, the resolution passed last year was 
re-affirined,” that resolution being as follows : — ‘‘That this Association desires 
to bring before the Government of India the information now before the 
Meeting and requests that something be d me to level up the weights and 
measures. The existing variations in the weights and measures cause the 
greatest trouble, inconvenience and loss of time to planters and their coolies.” 

We were favoured with the usual interesting, and instructive speech on 
agricultural matters by Dr. Lehmann. The subject S'llected this year being 
” Pruning of Coffee,’* and on the whole the late inacuiiig was a successful one. 

(Sd.) C. E. Murray-Aynsley. 

Mercara, 17th October, 1907. ( a ) A. Lambert. 

The Chairman, in reviewing the Report, spoke to the effect that, in his 
opinion, the action taken by the delegates at the late U. P. A meeting, in 
regard to the Railway question was somewhat disappointing, and that, so far 
as he could see, they had not urged the claims of the Mysore-Coorg-Tellicherry 
Line sufficiently, but after some discussion and further expl ination by the 
Honorary Secretary which threw fresh light on the circumstances of the case, 
and clearly shewed the position in which the delegates had found themselves* 
placed, the following resolution was passed, ‘‘proposed by Mr. Ball, seconded 
by Mr. Mann, that while endorsing the action of our delegates in supporting 
the Arsikerc-Mangalore Railway scheme, this Association desires to record 
the fact that it does not forego in any way its claims to be connected with 
the Railway system of India'’ and at the same t’me-a hearty vote of thanks 
to the delegates, Messrs. Murray- Ay nsley, and A. Lambert, for their exertions 
on behalf of our Association at the late meeting, U. P. A. S, I., was passed 
unanimously — proposed by Mr. Ball, seconded by Mr. Bracken. 

Amended Rales^ v. P. A. — The Honorary Secretary rt-ad these through, 
and they were generally approved of. 

U. P. A. Ajffaira. Popularisation of Coffee, — The Honorary Secretary read 
letter from Mr. Sanderson, under date 18th ultimo, in which that gentleman 
notes with pleasure that the Indian planters are prepared to join in con- 
junction with other countries in any propaganda which may be inaugurated 
for the popularisation of coffee, ana he, also, states that a meeting of the 
Committee, London Chamber of Commerce, will be held at an early date, when 
the matter will be fully discussed. 

Scientific Officer Scheme,— Rend ettei^ from Mr. Aylmer Martin, regarding 
this question, giving important and favourable information, concerning the 
same, though of a confidential nature, and therefore not for publication. 

Press Quotations for Coffee. — Read correspondence re this matter, it was de- 
cided to inform the' Secretary, U* P. A., that our Association were willing to 
subscribe towards the funds necessary for the payment, for the publication of 
East India B. Coffee quotations in the Madras Mail and Madras Times, 
provided the terms therefore were not excessive, and so practically prohibitive. 

General — Gonicopal-Polli Betta Road. — The Honorary Secretary informed 
the meeting thai; Rs. 1,000 had been sanctioned by the District Board for repairs 
and general up-keep of same up to Slst March next, and that Rs.8,000 had 
b^n allotted for the same purpose daring season, 1908-09 ending March 81 , 09. 

Encashment of Supply Bills at Sub*Treasuries, including that at Yirajpett ; — 

This question is under consideration by Government. 
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Improvement of Communications , — The Honorary Secretary made a few 
remarks on this subject, touching chiefly on the advisability of trying to 
secure the establishment of either a Motor or Road Kail service on the road 
between Mysore and Coorg, and stated that he hoped to be in a position 
shortly to issue a circular giving statistics as to gradients of proposed route, 
approximate amount of traffic thereon, and other useful information, con- 
cerning this projected service, to some of the leading firms interested in such 
matters with a view to not only advertising our needs in this direction, 
but also endeavouring to attract attention to the probabilities and chances 
of success and profit the Mysore-Sidapur-Mercara route would hold out to 
promoters of Motor service projects. 

The following correspondence — letters from Messrs. Shaw and R. D. Tipping, 
re roads, encashment t»f supply bills, delay in delivery of Tappal, &c., — were 
laid on the table. 

Sidapur Post Offire and Mr. Ball’s suggestion concerning the same The 
Honorary Secretary reipiested that gentleman to write to him on the subject 
with a view to his appro aching the authorities in the name of the Association, 
and endeavouring to obtain their sanction to the suggested improvements at 
that office. The delay in the delivery of Tappal (Complained of, will, 1 un- 
derstand, be rectified shortly. 

A vote of thanks to the chair terminated the meeting 

The following papers were laid on the table : — 

Bound Vol. I* of the Planters' Chronicle^ September 1906 and January 1907, 
which was passed round for the inspection of members. 

Prospectus of the Renard Road and Rail Transport Corporation, Ltd. 

Letter from Messrs. Vijiam and Co., re their scheme for advertising Tea, 
Coffee, ttc. 

A. Lambbet, 

Honorary Secretary^ C. P, A, 

Mercara, December 17, 1907. 

o 

In a Porto Rico Experiment Station report, Mr. J. W. Van T eenhoff briefly 
describes a fungus disease that attacks Coffee berries, the fungus apparently 
passing through the parchment and causing warty excrescences to appear on 
the berries. Whether under shade or not Coffee was found to suffer from this, 
and the cause is said to be probably Stilhnm fiavidiim. Trees sprayed three 
times with Bordeaux mixture at intervals of two weeks after the falling of the 
blossom showed no disease during the succeeding season. 

An experiment has been made in Porto Rico with a view of determining how 
long wet coffee can he kept without damage to quality and if the sprouting 
process influences the flavour. On December 80th, 1905, a quantity of 
fermented and recently washed coffee in the parchment was put in a heap on a 
oement floor in a basement resembling a malt collar. The leaf was turned daily. 
During the sprouting process and before turning, the upper layer, having 
become dry, was sprayed with water of ordinary temperature. As soon as 
sprouts of the length of the berry had developed these grains were taken out 
and dried. By January 28rd, 1906, the first grains began to ^rout, and a 
month later all the grains had sprouted. The bulk of the coffee was then 
dried in the ordinary way and hulled. This i’.offee was submitted to different 
oonsimiers, roasters, and dealers in the United States, and was generally 
pronounced to be of good quality and flavour. By some the flavour was said 
to have been improved by the sprouting process. 

The August deliveries of Coffee in the United States were 546,884 bags, 
against 602,079 bags for the same month in 1906. In Europe 962,806 bagsj 
against 861,470 bags, August of last year. Total in United States and Europe, 
first two months of this season, 8,088,170 bags, against 2,669,201 bags in the 
«ame time the previous year, 2,870,824 bags the same time 1906. 
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THE ANTI-TBA.DUTY LEAGUE. 

Rsfobt for 1906-07 (to 80th Junk ) 

Tlie Yearns Worh, — In accordance With the intention expressed in the last 
Report, no active agitation was canned on during the last six months of 1906, 
ana as there was a general expression of opinion that the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer would complete in his next Budget the reduction of the Duty that 
he had commenced in 1906, it was considered to be sufficient to confine our 
work to the smallest possible scale. 

Mr. Aisquith was requested to receive a deputation from Members of Parlia- 
ment, Tea Producers, and others interested in the production or consumption of 
Tea, but he declined, and their views were accordingly set forth in a Memorial 
W’hich was signed by 71 Members of the House of Commons and the Committee 
and Council of the League. This was forwarded to the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer shortly before the Budget and duly acknowledged, but in making 
his proposals for the year's finance, Mr. Asquith specifically declined to make 
any provision for the relief of the industry, » 

The only course then open to the Committee was to organise as strong an 
opposition as possible amongst the Parliamentary supporters of the League.- 
and an opportunity occurring when the Finance Bill was discussed in Com- 
mittee, an urgent request was sent around to all Members of the House who 
had pledged themselves to the League at the last General Election, to vote for 
an amendment proposed by Sir Seymour King, for the removal of the remain- 
ing penny of the War Tax. 

This was only partially successful in that the amendment was rejected by a 
majority of 59 ; the smallest majority the present Government had met with 
in any measure of importance. 

On the division 68 private Members voted against the amendment in viola- 
tion of their Election pledges and 68 others abstained from voting. 

Of the whole body of 140 supporters ’’ of The Anti-Tea-Duty League 
(Members of the Government being of course excluded) who received the 
League’s whip,” only 14 kept the pledge in the spirit in which it was given. 

The arbitration proceedings between the League and their Bill Posters were 
brought to a close, and the amount claimed against the League was reduced 
from J^2,092 4s. 5d to JE1,700, the whole of which has now been paid. 

Funds. — During the year no appeal for funds was made and very few sub- 
scriptions were received. An appeal has now l)een sent out which has received 
the endorsement of the Indian Tea Association (London) and the Ceylon 
Association in London, and, to date, over £1,060 has been received and 
promised. 

Management. — The Presidency of the League left vacant by the resignation 
of Sir West Ridgeway, has been filled by the appointment of Sir Roper Leth- 
bridge, who has throughout taken an active interest in the agitation. . . . 

Mr. Stuart It. Cope was appointed Secretary in place of the late Mr. 
Herbert Compton. 

The Future. — The future plan of campaign must necessarily largely 
depend on the funds which may be placed at the disposal of the 'Committee.^ 
They are now carefully considering how the money may be best spent in order 
to accomplish the object for which the League was founded, and details of the 
programme will shortly be communicated to subscribers. 

o 

At a recent meeting of the committee of the Darjeeling Planters* Association, 
the subject of the Anti-Tea-Duty League was discussed, and it was resolved 
that the Association should subscribe Rs.lOO towards the funds with the hope 
that more energetic steps should be undertaken by the League than has been the 
jcase since the late Mr. Compton ceased to be connected with it. Further that 
reply postcards should be sent to all members of the Association, asking them 
to subscribe and send in their subscriptions to the Honorary Secretary. The 
members of the Committee present agreed to subscribe Rs.5 each, and the 
opinion was expressed that all gardens should be asked to subscribe, also. 
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MYSORE REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY, 

Addresses of Planting Delegates. 

At the Annual Meeting of the Mysore Representative Assembly on the 19th 
October, Mr. Charles Danvers, delegate on behalf of the North Mysore 
Planters' Association, read the following address : — 

The North Mysore Planters' Association last year congratulated both the 
State and yourself on your appointment as Dewan, and while its members 
have noted with pleasure your unceasing activities and wide sympathies, they 
hope that the strain of strenuous work has only braced you up, and left you as 
fit as ever to continue your exertions. 

Roads. — This subject is likely to remain one for criticism and discussion for 
some time to come ; but we are glad to note that one of our main arteries, the 
Kadur-Kotigahara road, has had an increased expenditure allowed, and 
promises to be more worthy of its duties in future. Only a portion of this extra 
expenditure appears to have been obtained by special grant, some other road 
contributing the balance ; but it is something to have the principal road in the 
district in good order, as this promises to be. Representations made to the 
Department about other roads, however, are invariably met with the reply that 
funds are not available. 

Forest Policy. — In this connexion we have to make a further call on you^ 
sympathy and activity. No number of Conferences, no amount of discussion’ 
no expressions of sympathy on your part seem to get us any nearer our goal — 
the reasonably rapid acquisition of plantable land. 

We have to thank Government for a perceptible improvement in the direc- 
tion of rapidity, but there is still room for further improvement. What seems 
a short time to a Government appears interminable delay to the applicant, 
especially when in the end the land is not obtainable. Some few applications 
have been granted, and some practically granted ; but on the whole the obtain- 
ing of the land is difficult or impossible &yond what seems to us to be reason- 
able. 

The areas reserved by the Forest Department seem to cut us out every- 
where ; and that not only in the matter of forest, but in that of grazing also. 
I have been asked by neighbouring villagers to bring to the notice of Govern- 
ment that around the Balalrayan Droog, for instance, the grazing has been 
practically nearly all taken into reserve — the boundary of the new Reserve 
appears to be just where the real grazing begins, and the areas left unreserved 
are mostly composed of rock and scrub. They contend that the line of Forest, 
where existing^ might have been followed, and the grass hills left to the cattle. 
In view of the encroachment of scrub jungle on grazing lands in the Mulnaad 
generally, which fact Government does not appear to be aware of, the further 
curtailment of grazing areas by Forest reservations fills the minds of ryots 
with despairing apprehension. 

The situation is becoming strained ; and we ask Government to re-consider 
their forest Policy, as it presses hardly on Planters and Ryots alike. 

Coffee is passing through evil times ; though crops are as good as ever, prices 
are low ; where 100 acres formerly afforded a living, 150 acres are now needed ; 
the planter turns hopefully to new products, but finds the way barred — he 
either cannot acquire more land, or goes under while waiting for it. 

In this connexion too, Sir, must be considered the ruling to reserve 50 yards 
on each side of streams. Even in cases where no other objection is made, 
streams are found to exist — and the applicant finds that when he has cut out 
the required 100 yards for each, he has narrow strips of land left, costing a 
fortune in fences and side drains, and affording an inappreciable and incon- 
venient area for cultivation. 

There are several blocks of Forest, especially in the more hilly tracts, which 
are desired by neighbouring Planters ; but to apply for them under the present 
rule would be useless, for they could only be bordered with cultivation, running 
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as th^ do in ravines of no great width ; and in those cases where the Forest 
Department does not intervene, this rule closes the door. 

As this subject will come up for consideration in the Representative 
Assembly, I will not now take up your time by repeating my arguments of last 
year, or producing others to show that our methods of cultivation are not 
inimical to the preservation of rainfall ; but I most earnestly request you, sir, 
to reopen this question, and to reconsider this most oppressive ruling, which 
bears so hardly on the cultivator in search of new aids to existence. Govern- 
ment has recently stated that the rule is a wholesome one, and must stand ; 
but Government has not published its reasons and arguments, and we are not 
satisfied that it has got the facts correctly. 

Wo do not know it it has thoroughly considered the difference in absorption 
of rainfall between cultivated and uncultivated lands; has gauged the 
difference in evaporation through the leaves from a garden as compared to that 
from a tangled jungle ; or has any knowledge beyond that to be derived from 
brochures by Forest Officers of regions totally dissimilar to ours. We do not 
admit that the Forest Officer of a District, in which he has to ► deal with 
precipitous rocky hills and a scanty rainfall, can lay down rules to suit our 
different conditions; and while we do not ask Government to throw its 
rainfall to the win U, or to feed us while others starve, we do ask. most seriously 
and earnestly, t hat this subject be re-considered, and that a Commission be 
appointed to ei* quire into the question fully and locally ; visiting all sorts of 
lands, cultivated, semi-cultivated, and virgin — and studying the problem 
de novo. 

This Commission might at the same time study the present policy of Forest 
•Reservations ; for we are now at the mercy of tlie Forest Department on the 
one hand, and of this ruling on the other — and we are extremely dissatisfied 
with the net result. 

Liquor Shoj)8. — We brought to the notice of Government last year the 
excessive number of these shops, and prayed that they might be reduced. On 
representations made, our late Deputy Commissioner closed some ; and it is 
with satisfaction we note that the present Head of the Abkari Department is 
making enquiries in a sympathetic spirit. Drunkenness and gambling are on 
the increase, and both lead to crime ; and we hope the Department will see its 
way to reducing the temptations that now exist, not only to drunkenness and 
gambling, but to the subsequent theft of produce to liquidate such accounts. 

But leaving. Sir, the naio-ow plank of our own interest and comfort, and 
standing on the broader platform of the people’s welfare, we hope this (£nestion 
of the too easy procuring of intoxicating drinks will be earnestly considered by 
Government. 

The great majority of the people of this country are not constitutionally fit- 
ted to indulge in alcohol— down the a^es fathers have handed to sons bodies 
free from the spirit and uniiioculated by use against its effect — and when it 
does grip them, it grips them tightly and hopelessly. India has a great reputa- 
tion among the nations for soberness and temperance ; these are great herit- 
ages— and we of the West who have adopted this laud for our home, and its 
inhabitants for our brethren, we of the West who have seen the evil effects of 
intemperance on many nations, hope that His Highness* Government will 
allow no consideration of revenue, no considerations whatever^ to interfere 
with the further handing down of these great heritages. 

Any measures taken for the preservation of these qualities among the people 
of this State— who live in Swadeshi and enjoy Swaraj — will have the surest 
foundation for success ; for they will be, if not too long delayed, “ broad-based 
upon the people’s will.” 

South Myoora Plantepo* Asooolatlon. 

Mr. J. G. Cbawford delivered the following address on behalf of the above 

Association : — 

Sir,— Having been deputed by the South Mysore Planters’ Association to 
attend the Dasara Durbar and the Mysore Representative Assembly, i esteem 
it both an honour and a pleasure to join in tendering through you most sincere 
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congratulations on the completion of another year’s successful administration 
of the Mysore State, coupled wUh every wish for its future welfare and for the 
continuance to H. II. the Maharajah, yourself and your colleagues of those 
blessings of health and strength which are so essential for the discharge of the 
numerous duties and resi^onsibilities that are associated with the Government 
of the country and the maintenance of the prosperity and contentment of its 
people. 

1 had lately the privilege of being selected to bring to your notice the very 
urgent necessity for railways in the Planting Districts, more particularly the 
early commencement of the Arsikere-Mangalore line that has already been 
surveyed at considerable cost twice and the prospects of which now as a paying 
concern since the establishment in Mysore of manganese, chrome and other 
industries has been greatly enhanced. 

The expectations of this line have recently greatly improved as a sound com- 
mercial venture and one likely to add materially to the wealth of the country 
by giving it its natural outlet on the coast at Mangalore and also increasing the 
resources of the districts through which it passes, by inducing immigration and 
the cultivation of the large tracts of waste rice lands in the Malnaad, and by the 
development of other industries and trades, not to omit the benefit the plant- 
ing community, Mysorean and European, would derive from the cheap- 
ened transit of its produce to the coast and return loads of fertilisers 
and the hundred and one necessities required by a large industry. I need 
not dilate on the matter, as it was fully discussed at the last meeting of 
the U. P A. S. I., in Bangalore, where cogent reasons were given for the 
necessity of the line, all of which, I have no doubt, your Government are alreatly 
in possession of. Before concluding I would venture to say that we shall welcome 
the commencement of the Nanjaiigud-Narsipur-Hassan-Arsikere line, with a 
branch running through to Chickmaglur and Kadur, with the greatest pleasure 
and gratitude and look forward to its early completion, as I believe His High- 
ness’ Government have full powers to raise funds for the construction of the 
same. This line would render the building of the Arsikere-Mangalore Railway 
more urgent than ever, inasmuch as a terminus at the coast for the despatch 
of the produce of the rich districts tapped by both railways and for the ores, 
mineral products, etc., from the new mines and centres of industry springing 
up would be of permanent importance to prevent a glut or the hampering of 
the business of miners, merchants and others in their not having a near and 
economical means of despatch to the coast. 

In cQiiclusion, may I be permitted t > earnestly ask for the support and ad- 
vocacy of Government in the early construction of these much needed railways ? 

Forest Polfoy and the 60 yards Rule. 

On Tuesday, the 22nd October, Mr. Danvers spoke as follows : — 

Sir, — As already set forth in my address on Saturday, the North Mysore 
Association requests Government to appoint a Commission to inquire into the 
bearing of the 50 yards rule and Forest Reservations on Planting interests. 

Between these two, we are os it were between two fires, and can do little. 
We pray Government to inquire whether there is any real necessity for such 
liuge reservations— and also to further inejuire into the necessity for the 50 yds. 
rule, which from the Planter’s point of view, and his invariable experience, is 
unnecessary, and even deleterious to the object Governmeiit rightly has 
in view. 

It absolutely cuts us off fronji acquiring any reasonable block of land, even 
when there is no objection to granting it on the part of Government — because, 
as I pointed out on Saturday, it reduces the avai^ble land to an inappreciable 
and nigly inconvenient area. Fences and side-drains will cost considerable 
sums for provision and for upkeep — and then there will be little to protect. 

Considering the enormous extent of the reserves, surely sufficient ^water- 
courses are , protected in them ? This alone should allow Governraont to be 
•easier with waters in unreserved lands. But our great stand is on this point, 
that cultivating land as we do does not tend to diminish the water supply, 
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but rather to inorease it. Every Planter will tell you that after opening land 
he finds his water-courses fuller, and the reasons are not far to seek. The 
chief one is that cultivated soil will absorb much more rainfall than even 
evergreen foi*est does~while it will absorb infinitely more than the lands that 
grow deciduous forest, as these latter are nearly all possesssed of a very hard 
surface which sheds water more easily than it absorbs it. As I have informed 
you, Sir, on other occasions, when we plant such land — say at Balehonnur or in 
similar regions — we are obliged to make catch drains at the top of our clearings 
to divert the awful deluges which pour down from the hard land above ; 
whilst in the clearing itself, once it is dug, renovation-pitted, or otherwise 
cultivated, there is no such running off of water, save from the hard surfaces 
cf roads. 

Wc further maintain that there is far more evat)oration of water through 
the leaves of a dense forest than from a judiciously shaded garden or 
a Kubber Estate — while it is a universally accepted fact that checking 
capillary attraction by breaking the surface of land tends directly to the 
conservation of soil moisture. An 1 in the dry season, the deciduoifs forests 
shed their leaves and the sun pours in to make the ground dry and hard and 
so prevent it from absorbing water till well on into the monsoon. Rubber is 
certainly deciduous, but soil cultivation will prevent the ground from becoming 
like iron — besides which, the dropped leaves will shade the surface, while in 
unreserved deciduous lands fire will remove them. No doubt an occasional 
owner will not cultivate properly, and this will be a hard case tor Goveriunent ; 
but hard cases make bad law, and it is not just to starve the many because one 
is a sinner. 

We do not know what Government’s arguments arc /or the retention of this 
rule ; and Government has only our word at present that our methods conserve 
rather than waste moisture— and so we pray that a commission be appointed 
to take local evidence in the matter, as we are at the preseiit time extremely 
embarrassed by things as they stand ; and it is so plain to us that the rule is 
wrongly -ad vised and erroneous in principle. 

With the 50 yds. rule and the reservations we can get little land ; and we 
ask Government to reconsider the whole position, and to find us a way of living 
from one side or the other, or, from both. 

Considering the enormous extent of Forest in Mysore, an extent that strikes 
one with fresh wonder every time it is viewed from any one of the many hill 
tops of the Western Ghauts and the Bababuden Hills ; and considering; that 
onV infinitesimal portion of this huge area is suitable for the cultivation 
of coffee, tea, or rubber, owing to peculiarities of soil or situation : we we really 
asking a very small thing of Government when we ask it to rescind ^his ruling, 
even if the mythical advant^es of the 50 yards fetish were real and solid. 

If anything I have said. Sir, should allow you to think that the rule may be 
withdrawn without the medium of a commission of inquiry, we shall be delighted 
and grateful, for it will save the time that seems so small a thing to a Govern- 
ment and so much to the individual ; and — he gives twice who gives quickly. 

o 

Grafting is being resorted to on the new Coffee plantings in Porto Rico, and 
fertilize** experiments are being conducted in both old and new plantiugs, under 
the care of the Experiment Station authorities. A large number of the best 
varieties of Coffee In \ arious countries have been brought together for selec- 
tion purr OSes. ' The idea appears to be, to plant those that bring the higheat 
prices in the markets of t^e world. Inferior descriptions are to be discarded,, 
while an attempt will be made to distribute the promising varieties as 
rapidly as possible among the planners. Coffee is said to bloom jn Porto Rico 
at different periods, according to the altitude and locality. The bloqming 
period on the experiment station tract ranges from February tp the 

principal blossoming being followed by one or more smaller blossomings. The 
berries ripen about seven months after the blooming j^riod ; haryesting 
begins in September and lasts until January, about ten pi(^ings bf^ing made 
at mterValsduringthisl^e. 
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RlIBBSR. 

LandolpHlA Itubbai*. 

Mr. Ivor Etherlngton^ ia writing about Landolphia Kiibber vines in the 
August issue of the Agricultural Magazine^ quotes the following : — 

Mr. Hattsays: — ‘*The method of oolleotiiig the rubber is simple, though 
tedious. A thin slice of bark, several inches long, is taken oil with a knife, 
and as the white latex oozes out in little globules these are rubbed over the 
surface of the cut with the finger. In a few seconds the latex has coagulated 
into a thin dim of rubber^ which is wound on to a twig. The process is repeated 
all over the creeper, the first film forming the nucleus of a ball of rubber. The 
tapping is repeated four or five times during the wet season, fresh bark being 
removed ea^ time. If the process is carried out carefully and a sufficient 
quantity of bark left at the end of the tappings, the creeper is unharmed ; and 
by the end of the dry, season a new bark will have formed.” 

This certainly seems to be a slow and tedious process, and probably is practised 
only in certain parts. According to Speke and Grant every part of the 
stem exudes a milky latex when cut, and this dries so quickly as to form a 
ridge on the wound, whic^ stops its further flow. The natives collect it by 
inaKing long cuts in the bark, and as fJie latex flows it is wiped off continually 
with the Angers and smeared on their arms, shoulders and bodies till a thick 
layer of rubber is formed. This is peeled off their bodies, and cut into small 
squares, which are then boiled in water. . , . In some parts the latex is collect- 
ed in wooden vessels and allowed to inspissate. Christy suggested collecting 
the rubber stems, crushing them between rollers, and treating the whole mass 
with carbon bisulphide which dissolves the rubber, but not certain gummy 
substances which, according to Collins, are found in the latex if the tapping 
cuts are made too deep. Coagulation by boiling is also practised, and by the use 
of acid juices of various native plants. 

Close and Wide Planting. 

In the course of an address to the Kegalle Planters’ Association on October 
12th, Dr. J. G. Willis said that he proposed to speak about close and wide plant- 
ing. It was difficult to define close and wide planting. They would have to go by 
averages. Take an average Ceylon rubber district, whitdi ho would define as 
300 feet elevation, about the level of Bulatkotupitiya — soil stony, sloping land 
and rain-fall of lOO inches well distributed he would call 10 by 10 close, 15 by 
15 medium, and 20 by 20 wide. The advantages of close planting, to quote 
Wright, were (1) larger number of trees to an acre, (2) ground better protected, 
(8) harvesting cheep, (4) cultivation same all over soil, (5) proportion of poor 
trees not so serious, (6) easier to thin out. There was no doubt as to tnese 
advantages up to the fifth year, at any rate the total girth of trees will be 
greater n closely planted, but the great question was if it would remain so 
afterwards, and after all one did not so early. They had very few facts to go 
upon as regards girth of trees planted under different systems. At Henarat- 
goda they had a plantation 12 by 12, and these trees during the last nine years, 
that is from 18 to 22 years old, during which they have been twice tapped, 
have gained from 80 inches average girth to merely 36’6, or only inches in 
nine years without being heavily tapped. Six inches in ten years cannot 
be considered as large girth. They very much wanted to know how fast 
the trees that were tapped grew. It would seem that after trees had reached 
80 inches girth close planting was decidedly bad. ... So far as he could find, the 
average rate of increase in girth of seedlings and stumps on good land did not 
in Ceylou exceed 3 inches a year, so that in any case every lObh year thinning 
was necessary. With reference to the question of thinning, he said that in 
these days of company floating nobody would like to reduce the number of 
trees. If they were going to plant wider apart they must have intercrops. 
This is a jpoint they had preached about for many years. The denudation of 
soil, too, interfered with the growth of trees to a great extent. Taking into 
consideration all factors — growth, liability to disease, Ac.,— he would say 
plant 15 by 15 or so ; probwly better 18 by 12, and put intercrops. 
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COFFEE CULTIVATION IN COORO. 

Mr. Gustave Haller writes in the Tropical Af^riaultunst:-^ 

An interesting account regarding coftee is found in a book, now obsolete, and 
written by the Rev. Dr. Moegling and entitled : — Das Kurgland und die 
evaiigelischc MisHlon (1866). The following is a free translation of it : — 

“ CotTee was introduced into Goorg about thirty years ago and has had a 
queer history. A few years before the dethronement of the last Rajah (1884) 
two Moplas received extensive lands for certain services rendered. They 
planted the first coffee in Padinalknad. The story goes that they received the 
seeds from some Mahouiedan priest, who brought them from Mecca. The 
appearance of the new plant on the property of these Moplas excited great 
curiosity, but these planters appear to have had the intention to retain coffee 
cultivation entirely for themselves. They sold their cattle, and made the 
people believe that they did this, because cattle will die if they drink water 
coming from where coftee is grown. They also gave up rice cultivatipn, alleg- 
ing that rice would fail where the land w%8 irrigated from water coming from 
coffee lands. All this they did to strengthen the belief amongst their neighbours 
that coffee was a pernicious plant. But in a few years these planters made 
huge profits, which induced several rich Coorgs to open out their own coffee 
gardens theiiH ‘Wes, and they soon found that neither their cattle died, nor 
that their rice li Ids failed. Since then coffee found its home in Coorg.” 

In his official report to Government, Captain Martin, Superintendent of 
Coorg, corroborates the above account. 

Pioneer European planters opened the first coffee estates in 1854, i.e., about 
six years later than in Ceylon. 

Soil and Elevation. 

There was natui’ally a great rush for this new induRtry, and very little atten- 
tion was paid to elimate, soil and situation — a mistake which resulted in the 
ruin of many an enterprising planter. Past experience has shown that land 
covered with dense foiest and rich soil is best suited. - The elevation should be 
about 3,000 feet, but this is not so important as the rainfall, which should 
average between 80 and 120 intdies. High winds, hot western situations 
facing where the sun’s rays are fiercest, should be avoided. 

NupseHes. 

Having selected suitable land, the first care of the planter should be to pre- 
pare a good nursery, situated close to water. There are several methods of 
raising plants in nurseries. Ordinarily the practice is to prepare and to put in 
the seeds 5 to 6 inches apart. The plants, so raised, require great attention 
when they are transplanted into the field, as the roots are likely to be damaged, 
and lus the plants suffer from drought if a break in the weather occurs. Many 
planters prefer therefore the more expensive method — and by far the most 
satisfactory one — of raising the plants in bamboo baskets or in ordinary pot tiles 
(two tied together). Before planting the baskets are cut opfen and so removed, 
whereas the pot tiles arc carefully removed when the plant is in the ground. 
As pot tiles can be used for several years their advantage is obvious. 

In order to estimate the necessary quantity of plants wanted, it is interesting 
to know that one bushel of coffee is supposed to contain about 80,(X)0 seeds, 
making an allowance of 10 per cent, for failures, we get 70,000 seedlings per 
bushel of coffee. It is, however, better to have a larger nursery than what is 
actually required. 

Cleaplng of Land. 

From the day the land has been acquired steps should be taken to fell the 
jungle Young coffee plants thrive best with very little shade, and therefore 
only the most useful shade trees are left scattered about ; good shade trees 
which are very slow growing are left standing in preference to quick growing, 
although useful ones. Thus for instance, Biti (Oalhergia latifolia) Tans 
(Terminalia beleca)llovinQ (Pterocarpus Marsupium) and Sagade (SchleicJtera 
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trijuga) would not be interfered with unless found too close together. At the 
time of felling it is advisable to make separate piles of the felled trees and 
undergrowth, as far apart as possible, so as to obviate running fire through the 
ndearing, which would not only be fatal to some of the f»tanding trees, but also 
destroy most V/»luable humus. In the “good old days” thousands of pounds 
worth of irreplaceable valuable manure were thus consigned to the flames. 

Planting. 

Having cleared the land, it is lined for pitting. The distance between the 
trees is usually 5 feet by 5 feet i. e., 1,742 per acre. With the first rains pits 
ure dug by l^i by 1 foot. The planting season begins with the first burst of 
the monsoon. When tilling the pits the surface soil surrounding it, is first put 
in, and the sub-soil which was dug out is not put back again. Planting re- 
i]uires great care, although simple enough. The earth should cover the ])it 
slightly raised above the surrounding ground say about six inches, since the 
earth naturally settles. This is done in order to prevent water logging. 

Shade Trees. 

Simiiltaiieously with the planting of coffee, attention must be made to plant- 
ing shade. The three-year old coffee plant re(j[uir3s shade, and there- 
fore shade plants are put down ilirectly after the coffee has been planted. 
This should be done in avenues, from east to west, 10 to 15 feet apart in the 
avenues, and 20 to 25 feet between them. The sun has a southern declension 
during the non-raiiiy months, and planting shade in this way will ensure a 
lateral shadow, being cast on the coffee from south to north. When the shade 
trees begin to crowd one another, every alternate one may be eliminated — first 
ill the avenues, and subsequently every other avenue might he removed, if 
necessary. The selection of suitable shade is very important in view of the 
object of shade trees being two- fold : — protecting plants from heat ; and 
supplying the soil with manure from the leaves shed. Much lias hecu said and 
written on this subject. Hut as iu Coorg the finest coffee estates are found 
to contain rarieties of shade trees, it may bo concluded that a variety is 
preferable to a single kind planted. Trees of the ficus kind which were at one 
time considered excellent are now discredited. The.se are Kare basari {Ficus 
infertoria)^ Dili basari (Ficus tsieln) Atti (Ficus glomfcata) and Goni (Ficus 
mjsorensis). A slight sprinkling of these is however advisable. They are fast 
growing and as they do no positive harm they may be planted iu order to 
.secure rapid shade. Some of the most useful shade trees have been named 
above. Of these Biti andTari are too slow growing to be depended upon for 
shade purposes, if planted. The i^tLga.de (SchleicJiera trijuga)Vtinf^Y&.\(Erithryna 
iitJiosperma) Bil&vMQ. (A Ihizzia odoratisstiua) are considered excellent, Silver 
Oak (Grevillea robusta), J^k iAriocarpica integrifolia), Noga (Cedrela Toona), 
Howlige {Artocarpus fraxinifoiim) are also very useful. It is often found that 
the same species of shade trees docs harm in one place and proves useful in 
another, and as undoubtedly situation and quality of the soil have much influ- 
ence, it rests with the planter to watch carefully which trees should be removed 
later on. The Erythrina llthospernia has been highly spoken of and deserves 
special notice. But it is supposed to do harm by encouraging the increase of the 
white meal bug, which lives upon the delicate bark of the roots. Its great 
advantage is attributed to the fact that— by belonging to the leguminous order 
— it consumes no nitrogen from the soil, but extracts it from the air by means 
of bacterial nodules on its roots, thereby enriching the soil by this valuable 
ingredient. It is of no use for shade when too old, and therefore it shoulcl bo 
renewed after a few years by replanting either by cuttings, or from plants raised 
by seeds. It is almost superfluous to add that along with the coffee nursery, 
one for shade should be raised. 

Cultiviition. 

The next work is a sound digging of the soil : this opportunity should be 
•made use of to remove all roots by heaping them. Then, all that remains is to 
supply any failures, to lay out roads which were traced before pitting, and 
for which a blank space has been loft. It is presumed that necessary arrange- 
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ments have already been made for the housing of permanent cooly labour 
in sheds, and that the planter has himself taken cure for a straw^roofed 
house fox* himself, until better times allow him a permanent bungalow. Beyond 
a digging and supplying of failures there is practically no work in the following 
year. 

Maiden Crop. 

In the third year the first crop, know n as the maiden crop, is expected 
provisions must be made for constructing a pulp house^ drying ground anii 
suitable machinery for pulping. 

Between the second and third year the bushes have reached a height of 
about 3 to 4 feet. They must at this stage be “ topped.” Some planters pre- 
fer topping at 3 feet leaving a “ sucker ” to grow, which is topped at 4 feet. 
Others let the plants grow to 4 feet and then top them. 

In the third year after a few showers of rain — so-called blossom show'crs in 
March or April— the trees comes into flower. The flowers are snow-^^hite and 
resemble those of the .Jessamine with a strong sw’eet aroma. A coffee garden 
in blossom is a delight to the eye; as the pure white of the flow'er is 
gently mixed with the dark green foliage. It has the appeai*ance of a 
winter landscape, surrounded by the luxuriant growth of the tropics. Myriads 
of bees perform unknowingly their useful work of fertilisation. But in a few 
days this splendour disappears. The coffee tree gives two or more blossoms- 
yearly ; but the first is the principal one, on \vhich the prospects of the year 
depend. 

Handling. 

With the ensuing monsoon the first work concerning the tree, and technically 
known as handling, begins. It must be remembered that each primary throw s 
outside branches know’u as secondaries, these throw out branches called 
tertiaries, the latter appearing in the fourth year. Also many “ suckers” begin 
to shoot up along the stem. The object of handling is to remove the tree of 
unnecessary wood. It is, however, very impor ant to see that the work is not 
overdone^ and not to strip the tree of too much of its* clothing. The rules by 
which handling may be broadly laid do>vn are as folio w* 8 ; — (a) remove all 
suckers, (b) remove all secondaries which are within 6 inches of the stem 
in order to admit light into the interior, (c) remove such tertiaries as tium 
backwards towards the tree or grow upwards thereby disturbing the symmetry 
of the growth, so necessary for further manipulation of the tree. 

Remarks on Digging and Mulohing. 

Coffee being a surface feeder, digging should be avoided after the third year,, 
as the roots have by this time spread broadly round the trees. It is, therefore,, 
obvious that digging is bound to injure the roots. Notwithstanding this fact, 
the “ old practice ” of digging is continued by the majority of the planters. 
Such is the force of Mamool. 

There are several estates in Coorg which have not been dug for about 
eighteen years, and which give yearly excellent crops and are con 8 idere<l the 
finest properties in the Province. The objects of digging are said to be two- 
fold : — (a) to remove weeds (b) to make the soil loose. As regards weeds they 
are best removed by hand weeding, which has the advantage that they disappear 
after a few years, whereas digging constantly disturbs the soil, thereby bringing 
to the surface new seeds, which under a certain depth cannot germinate. One 
of the chief defences in favour of digging is that it is absohitely necessary in 
order to make the soil loose. The immediate effect of digging undoubtedly 
fulfils this object, but the soil becomes hard spon after rain has fallen, and 
digging has to be renewed often twice or more during the wet months. Keeping 
in view the disailvantages of digging, and in order to save money, several 
planters gave it up experimentally. In cases when the coffee had well “ closed 
in ” the process succeeded admirably, but in other places w*here the coffee was 
less healthy and vigorous they were sadly disappointed when they found that 
their estate was dyin^j out ; they naturally speedily returned to tlxe old process, 
with 90 more inclination to try the new method ; the success of which m other 
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estates they attributed to different climate, soils and circumstances. Had they, 
however, ** mulclied *’ the soil, t.e., covered with green leaves, preferably grass, 
the results would have been quite different. On this subject Dr. A. Lehinauu 
gives most valuable information in his bulletin No. 2 Notes on Coffee Culti- 
vation, where the advantages of mulching are enumerated as follows : — 

(1) The tendency to preserve the soil moisture, 

(2) The tendency to prevent the formation of a crust on the surface, 

(8) The tendency to preserve the soil in a loose and open condition and 
retarding the growth of weeds, and. 

(4) Allowing the rain to enter the soil more easily and preventing the 
surface washing. 

Mulching is, however, by no means a cheap proces.s and is out of question 
in many oases where no grass or leaves are available in sufficient quantities. 
It is on the contrary very expensive ; but when once the soil has regained its 
natural condition, and when the coffee trees have well closed in, then no more 
mulching is needed, as thw leaves from the shade trees and from the coffee it- 
self cover the soil with rich valuable mulch. Handweeding also helps con- 
siderably to “ mulch the soil. 

Crop. 

As the crop is expected in November, the estate should be clean ” by that 
time, and all labour free for crop which lasts sometimes till the middle of 
January. 

Pruniiiit. 

After the crop another new process known as pruning begins. Pruning has 
been much overdone in the past. It sliould consist of merely removing dry 
wood, or any suckers which may have sprang up, but should interfere as little 
as possible with any green wood. At the time of pruning the plants are 
approaching the dry season, and want all the leaves they have, iu order to 
preserve the soil moist. Mutilation by heavy pruning must therefore neces- 
sarily be injurious. 

Manuring. 

Manuring is the most important work to which the planter has to direct his 
attention. Every plant wants for its normal growth in sufficient quantities, 
the following ingredients as its nourishment ; — 

1 Carbon ; 2, Nitrogen ; 3, Water; 4, Phosphoric Acid ; 5, Potash ; 6, Lime; 
7, Magnesia; 8, Iron ; 9, Sulphuric Acid; and 10, Clilor. These plant foods 
are required in different quantities by different plants, and according to varieties 
of the soil must be given in larger or smaller quantities. But not all have to 
be supplied in shape of manure, and we deal now with each of these separately. 

Carhmi is absorbed in the fonn of Carbonic acid by the leaves from the air, 
which contains inexhaustible quantities. 

Nitrogen , — Although immense quantities of this valuable manure are 
contanied in the air (about 21% oxygen, 9% by volume nitrogen), yet only the 
plants of the leguminous order (gram, peas, beans) absorb their wants from 
the air. All other plants are dependent on what they find in the ground, and 
for them all that is contained in the air is worthless. The quantity contained 
in the soil is unfortunately not sufficient to produce year after year good crops, 
and therefore this food must be given in shape of manures, such as saltpetre, 
cattle manure, oil cakes, etc. 

FliOBj^horic Acid and Potash , — Although existent in many soils in large 
quantities it cannot unfortunately be absorbed except in very small quantities 
by the roots, because these ingredients are not available in a soluble condition. 
Sue I nourishment must also be supplied by manures such as bone, meal, 
poonac, etc. 

Potash and Lime are generally found in the soil in very small and insuffi- 
cient quantities. We, therefore, must supply potash by saltpetre or other 
manure. 
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Litne is given in bone manure ; or by applying lime itself. Application of 
lime is in so far very important, as it dissolves phosphates contained in the 
soil. 

As regards Magnesia, Suliyluiric Acid and Chlor no special provision is neces- 
sary as all soils have enough. We most bear in mind the fundamental law of 
nature, that a plant cannot live from a single food, but its food is made up 
from different ingredients. If one or the other is not found in insufficient 
quantities, the growth is st inted. (Dr. Stutzer, Die Duengung des Bodens), 

There are many methods of manuring, and much has been written on this 
subject. The planter has to decide on two points : — {a) the kind of manure 
which has to be selected, (6) the method of applying manure. Reference has 
already been made to mulching*’ which consists move or less of green manur- 
ing. Amongst manat os applied to coffee the following are most used : — 

(a) Cattle manure, (6) poonac, (c) Bone meal, (Vf) fish, and (e) saltpetre. 
These are used cither by themselves or mixed. On the subject of manuring 
perhaps no otie has done so much for the coffee industry as Dr. A. Lehmann, 
Agriculturist Chemist to the Mysore Government. His researches are 
embodied in the Annual lleports of the Department of Agriculture, Mysore 
State. Important are his remarks on “Fertilizers”: — “Generally there are 
three or four khids of plant food of which the soil is liable to contain a com- 
paratively small (piantity, and which as a result we must be ready to supply 
in the form of manure when needed. Those substances, which arj called 
Nitrogen, Phosphoric Acid, Potash and Lime, can be separated out of the soils 
and out of the manure by chemists, who can therefore tell us to a 
certain extent what the soils are dificiont, and what fertilizers must be applied 
to give the best results. For the soils are not all alike, and the plant food one 
soil may bo particularly deficient in, another soil may have in snfticiont 
quantity for immediate use. Also the manures have not got these substances 
in equal qivantities One kind contains a particularly largo supply of one kind 
of plant food, another has principally another kind of plant food, which it can 
supply to the soil. One manure may give large crop's on one field to which it 
supplies just the kind of plant food which is missing, while it will fail to pro- 
duce an equally good crop on another field, however much of it may be applied, 
if it does not contain that kind of plant food which is required for that parti- 
cular field. For this and other reasons these one-sided or special fertilizers, are 
not used mucb in countries in which agricultural chemists have not been at 
work. As a rule only such manures find favour there which supply all the plant 
food which is likely to be wanting on an average soil. We may therefore call 
these manures completes fertilizers to distinguish them from the one-sided or 
special fertilizers, which supply principally one or, at most two kinds of plant 
food. These complete fertilizers are generally excreta from domestic*, animals. 
In such the different kind of plant food are generally present, only in small 
quantities, and not always in the proportion in which they are required by the 
crop on a certain soil. As a result these manures may often be mixed with 
small quantities of special fertilizers to great advantage.” In is for rcaso-is 
given above by Dr. Lehmann, that artificial manures have not produced results 
satisfactory with ail planters who tries them. 

On this subject Dr. J. A. Voelcker writes in his book “ Improvement of 
Indian Agriculture** as follows : — 

“ If the coffee planters would make a few, but careful, experiments for them- 
selves, they would certainly be able to obtain more information as to their 
particular lanci than could be given by anyone advising them, but who does 
not possess the requisite information as to the soil, the situation, and other 
local conditions, or even as to the manures which are readily obtainable. 
Manures, such as bones, oil cakes, etc., are too generally used because they have 
always been used, and because there is a general belief in their utility, but it is 
more than probable that in some cases large sums are needlessly expended on 
them, while in others, le^ck of lime, potash or other soil constituents, may be 
responsible for a diminishing yield, ’* It is not possible for a planter to wait 
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for years until his experiments have shown him what kind of manures are 
really wanted for his estate. But this does not preclude experiments on 
smaii patches of his estate. A mixture is in any case more advisable than the 
application of single fertilizers only. Below 1 mention a mixture, which was 
used with great success on a large group of estates in Coorg : — 

RS. A. p. 

..11 0 0 per acre 
..380 
..380 
..100 

Rs. 19 0 0 

Of the above mixture 3 cwt. per acre is sown broadcast on the land. The 
amount for each tree depends on the width of planting : — 1 oz. per tree, plant- 
ed 5 x 5 comes very nearly to 1 cwt. per acre ; oz. at 6 x 6 ; about J oz. at 
5x4, etc. The analysis of above manure is as follows : — 



Nitrogen. 

Potash. 

Lime. 


Saltpetre, Coimbatore 
Bone Meal, Bangalore 
White Castor cake „ 

... 9-12 
... 3-79 
... 6-47 

36-76 — 

— 22-20 

— 262 

30-28 i 
0 73 ) 

Dr. A. Lehmann, 
Annual Report 
1905. 

Per Cwt, 

... 19-48 

36-76 24 82 

3101 



Now let us compare this with cattle manure, Bangalore, which according to 
Dr. Lehmann is analysed as follows : — 

Nitrogen. Potash. Phosphoric acid. Lime. 

018 0 24 0 09 0-31 

It is calculated by experienced planters that 10 tons of cattle manure per 
acre cost Rs.SO. 

Accordingly the cost of manure workh out as follows : 

Artificial per acre. lbs. Cattle manure per acre. 

Nitrogen ...19-48+ 9-12=^28-661 38-52 lbs. 1 

Potash ...36-76+36 76=73-52 1 Cost Rs.l9 51-36 „ ICostRs.HO 

Phosphoric acid... 44-82+ — =44-82 J per acre. 1-92 ., C per acre. 

Lime ...3101+ — =3101 J 66-34 „ J 

Synchronously with the application of tho above mixture, experiments might 
be carried out by adding or diminishing one or the other fertilizers, and 
although for careful comparison the crops should be separately measured, yet 
for practical purposes the experienced eye of the planter will very soon detect 
the difference. 

Cattle manure has been given up on many estates, partly because there was 
difficulty in getting sufficient quantities, partly because good manure was not 
procurable ; and chiefly on account of the expense. There is very little attention 
paid to preservation of cattle manure, which is evidently the chief cause why 
it is so poor ill India. Good cattle manure in Europe has been analysed as 
follows : — 

Nitrogen 100%, Potash 061%, Phosphoric acid 0*42%, Lime 0*29%, 
(Wolff’s Diingerlehrc). Accordingly if more attention were paid to cattle 
manure, its application would not compare so badly with artificials. It must be 
remembered that cattle manure acts as mulch, and has effects on the soil very 
similar to those mentioned above under “ mulching.” As to whether artificial 
manures force the soil, an experienced planter who worked with great success 
gives his opinion as follows : — “ As far as I can tell at present t"*e application 
of complete “ artificial ” in small quantities annually does not force the trees, 
and with no <ligging and careful attention to the mulch ‘ which keeps the soil 
in good mechanical condition we should be able to go on applying it for many 
year’s.” 


2 cwts. saltpetre cost Rs.llO per ton 
1 cwt. bone meal „ 70 „ 

1 cwt. white castor poonac at Rs.70 per ton 
Ck>st of application say, Re.l ... 
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As regards saltpetre, scientific experiments carried out by Lawes and Gilbert 
have proved, that there is absolutely no exhaustion of the soil by its application. 
(Stutzer Chali saltpetre). Eeferring again to experiments, I can do no better 
than to give a translation of what Stutzer writes “ It was hoped, that we 
would by analysing soils succeed in obtaining positive results as to which 
nourishuient must be applied to this, or to that soil, in order to increase its 
fertility. This hope has not been fulfilled. It is possible to find out by chemical 
and mechanical analysis, which ingredients the sample of soil, contain, but wc 
cannot find out from such analysis how much of it can be absorbed by the roota 
of plants and whether these plant foods are evenly distributed over large areas.” 
He continues ; — “ By experiments with manures yve find out the productive 
value of the field, and we also ascertain the benefits of the different kinds of the 
manures. Such experiments have no standard, scientific value, but have only 
a local practical one.” 


Green Manuring . — This kind of manuring consists of growing certain plants, 
cutting them green and either digging them into the soil, or leaving them on 
the surface. This is done automatically by weeding ; but what seems most 
wanted on estates is green manuring by leguminous plants. Very few trials 
have been made, and it may be worth the while for planters to devote some 
attention to this subject, especially as the flora in Coorg abounds with 
legunlinos^e 

Analysis of other Fertilizers by Dr. A. liehmann. 


Poonac 

Coffee pulp dried 
FLsh 

Dried blood ... 


Nitrogen. Potash. 
. 414 — 

. 2 33 217 

. 617 — 

. 10*40 — 


Phosp. acid. Lime. 
106 0-67 

0*39 100 

7*51 — 


Enemies of Coffee. 

(rt) Borer . — One of the most necessary works is the attention to the 
enemies of coffee. The most formidable one is the coffee borer (Xylotrechm 
quadrupes), a small beetle which has been the ruin of many a promising coffee 
estate. As with other beetles in Coorg, the borer beetle is most numerous in 
September and August, but it is found also in other months, especially in the 
dry season. The beetle is itself harmless, it lives for about a fortnight. During 
this short period the female is busy depositing its eggs — about one hundred in 
all — in the fissures of the bark of the coffee bush. After about a fortnight the 
ova bursts, and the young grub eats its way into the stem. (Richter, Manual 
of Coorg.) In this state the larva lives in the tree for about nine months,, 
and during such time bores within the stem intricate tunnels in various 
directions. The worm then turns towards the bark and there transforms itself 
into the pupa, which bursts after about two months. The young beetle speedi- 
ly works itself to the surface. Some coffee trees contain some ten or more 
larva. The appearance of the borer in the tree is detected very soon after the 
first showers of rain, so-called blossom-showers, in March and April. This is 
indicated by the leaves which turn yellowish green and by the young shoots 
which are shrivelled up. The chief remedy against borer is to remove the tree 
with the roots and to burn it. The tree snaps off at a moderate pull ; and as 
this borer goes often into the tap root, it is essential to remove the roots as well. 
The planter must be continually on the lookout for the borer from March to 
September, and for this purpose several reliable and intelligent coolies go round 
the estate continually inspecting each bush, and removing such as are attacked 
by the borer. Attempts to catch the beetle have proved futile. As the 
beetle deposits its eggs in the fissures of the bark, several planters have 
tried the remedy of rubbing off with coir gloves the rough surface of the bark. 
But it is difficult to prove whether this process has been of much use, for it is 
obvious that once the worm has bored into the stem no amount of scrubbing 
will prevent further damage. The borer generally attacks estates which have 
been neglected, and whore, in con.sequence, the trees are not in full vigour, and 
also where the shade is neglected ; but where the coffee is one “ sheet covering. 
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the ground completely, there is very little borer. Where on(?e a vacant patch 
has been formed by borer, it soon expands, as the beetle evidently does not 
fly far to deposit its ova. 

Unfortunately borer is not the only evil attacking coffee. The planters 
have to face other evils, namely : — Leaf disease, Leaf rot, Stump rot. Root rot, 
and Mealy Bug. 

(h) Leaf Disease . — In July we find a yellow dust appearing under the leaves, 
first in one or two leaves of a tree. This spreads very rapidly : and in a short 
time huge patches of an estate are covered with leaf disease. The trees which 
suffer most are those with a heavy crop, and as the leaves arc most essential 
in nourishing the fruit, it is but natural that much of the crup suffers by not 
getting ripe or well developed. The cause for leaf disease is yet unexplained, 
and no effective remedy has as yet been discovered. Spraying the trees with 
a solution of “ Vermorite ” has been tried ; and although excellent, it is impos- 
sible to do this on a large scale. The cost of vermorite is Ks.l80 for five cases 
delivered in Coorg. This quantity is sufficient for two applications for 34 acres, 
whereby the nett cost per acre including labour amounts to Rs.7 roughly. The 
above remedy only checks the disease and does not extinguish it. Trees have 
to shed their leaves in any case ; and therefore an estate which is in good 
condition very soon recovers from the attack ; whereas poor coffee ” goes from 
bad to worse. The best remedy therefore appears to be rational cultivation. 

(c) Leaf Rot . — Leaf rot is different from leaf disease. Here the leaves turn 
black and seem to rot. Fortunately this disease is limited to small patches 
only ; and the cause i3 often found in too dense shade, too heavy rain, or 
defective drainage, or to certain kinds of shade trees. 

(d) Stamp Rot and Root Rot — More serious than the diseases just dealt 
with are those aflectirig the roots. Both are very similar and both kill the trees 
outright. For stump rot there is a remedy, but against root rot there is none 
has been found as yet. The most visible sign to distinguish between the two 
is that in stump rot the trees die very suddenly whereas those attacked by root 
rot linger and die gradually. This is the criterion by which planters go. Dr. 
Lehmann devoted considerable attention to this subject, and gives most valu- 
able infonnatioii in the Fifth Annual Report of tlie Agricultural Chemist, 
1903-04 (pp 30-31).” He recommends ‘‘the digging of deep trenches about 18 
inches to 2 feet deep well outside the affected part and liming the affected 
area.” This has been fried with success. Stump rot generally appears where 
there are decayed roots of trees, and accordingly it has been tried to 
check the disease by removing such roots, but this remedy proved futile. 

With regard to root rot Dr. Lehmann writes : — “ There are still many places 
in which root rot is unknown, and the greatest care should be taken to 
prevent its introduction into unaffected localities. It is most likely due to a 
fungus which spreads in the soil. Managers of estates still free from this 
disease, should on no account import plants from an affected estate, as these 
are liable to carry infection either themselves or through panicles of soil, still 
adhering to them.” 

(e) Mealy Bay . — Another enemy is the “Mealy Bug.’* The name itself 
most appropriately describes this insect, which is of the size of an ordinary 
bug, and covered with a white mealy dust. This bug lives on the roots, where 
it builds cells in which eggs are deposited for the coining generation, of which 
several hundreds are to be found on the roots. Old coffee tress do not die from 
the attack of the mealy bug, but young plants, of up to the age of three 
years, are killed. The bug appears to feed on the bark of the root, 
which rots, and in consequence the tree must die. The general appear- 
ance of full grown trees is poor, where the mealy bug exists. Some 
planters are of opinion, that the nurseries were the original habitation 
of the bug, and - that with the young plants the pest is distributed over 
the estate. Unless young plants are protected against this pest, the 
vacancies in an estate cannot be supplied. The chief attention must therefore 
be directed to seedlings in nurseries, and to young plants in the estate. As 
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regards remedies, Mr. Maxwell-Lefroy, Entomologist to the Government of 
India, thoroughly supported those applied with great success by Mr. A . H. 
Jackson, of the Dubarry Estate, South Coorg. Mr. Jackson very kindly 
supplied me with the folh'wing information 

“ Lime and Sulphur are an antidote for white mealy bug. I paid Rs.7-8-0 
per cwt. for Sulphur delivered on this estate. As this stuff comes under the 
Indian Arms Act,” I had a good deal of trouble getting it imported, etc. . 
There is a pretty h(3avy duty on it. The cost in Europe was only Rs.4-12-4 
per cwt. I think it was shipped direct from Italy. The ouality was “ Baffinato 
Macinato.” (Refined ground). The lime can be produced locally at a cost 
of about R8.14 per ton. The mixture I use is : — four parts lime to one part 
sulphur by weight. . . „ , , 

I am unable to give you the cost of application per acre, as it all depends on 
the number of supplies there are per acre, but in any case it is very little, as 
2 oz. of the mixture is quite enough to apply per plant. 

When mixing soil for my plant baskets 1 use one basket of the mixture to 
forty or fifty baskets of soil. This mixture is not a preventive but only a check 
on the mealy bug. 

I also use Soap and Nicotine Emulsion” made as follows: — 

1*2 lbs. common native tobacco. 

4 gallons of w ater soaked for 24 hours. 

2’^ oar soa^) with 4 gallons of water dissolved completely. The above 
ii^xed together in equal parts. This mixture is a splendid thing to use 
against bug pests. I apply about a wine glass full of the mixture to each 
plant in basket, and it kills all bugs and has no bad effects on the plants. 
This mixture will not prevent the bugs from re-appearing; as far as I know the 
effects will last two months or more, the cost per thousand plants is very little. 
If applied in April and again before planting out into the fields, say the middle 
of June, it has a very good effect. I do this to all my basket plants and apply 
lime and sulphur mixture in August or September in the field. 

Previous to using these antidotes I could not raise supplies, but now I am 
quite satisfied with the way they come on.” 

There are other diseases of unimportant nature which need not be dealt 


with here. 


Disposal of Crop. 


A.S regaixis the disposal of the crop there are several methods. The small 
planter, as a rule the native, picks his crop ripe and green, dries it on the 
drying * ground, known technically as barbecue, and after pounding and 
cleaning it, sells it as ” native coffee” to coffee dealers on the spot. But where 
there ara large crops it is preferable to sell the coffee in the London market. 
The coffee is specially cured for this purpose, and the following is the ordi- 
nary practice i — 

Ripe coffee is picked and bought to the pulphouse in the evening, where it is 
mea^ired in a ” box.” This l>ox is of no standard size. It varies on nearly 
every estate, and takes from say 180 to 160 boxes to make the ton of parch- 
ment, which latter we roughly calculate at 90 imperial struck bushels to the ton. 
The average of the box may he stated as 140 to the ton. 

The coffee is usually pulped in the evening and the pai ohment is left heaped 
in the corner of'the wat covered with matting for about 36 to 40 hours emd 
allowed to ferment. This fermentation acts on the gelatinous matter, which 
covers the parchment, so that it may be easily removed on the inornirig 
of the third day. The parchment is then spread, trodden by coolies to loosen 
the substance still adhering to the parchment and washed. Light coffee is 
ftkimmed off and the parchment washed till it is free frona sticky matter, and 
the “ tails ” (consisting of unpulped berries and some skin) are washed and 

^^Tlfe'i^rchroent tails and light coffee are measured separately and taken to 
the barbecues to dry. Some estates use tables constructed of bamboos half 
inches apart, over which a coir mat is spread to hasten drying. Others do so 
on tiled or hard-earth so-called barbeom s, t.e., drying ground. 
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The coffee is tui’iieil several times daily to ensure even dryin;'. Whon suffi- 
cient parchment is stored to make a shipment, it is sent to one of the curing 
firms, of which there are several at the coast. The practical work of the planter 
ends here. From 7 to 10 tons lots are considered best and easiest to sell in 
London. The curing firms remeasure the coffee (parchment) on arrival in order 
to check the receipts with the quantity advised as despatched. It is then 
spread and dried down to about 27 lbs. per bushel, which is “peeling weight.” 

At this stage the parchment” is transferred to the “ peeler,” which breaks 
up the parchment skin, removing most of the silver skin, and leaving the 
bean reiidy for the sizer. The bean used to be put through a polisher 
which removed practically all the silver skin and gave it a glossy oily appear- 
ance. It was found that coffee treated by the latter process, although ii looked 
well for a time, soon lost its characteristic appearance. 

Polishing is now seldom or never done for Coorg planters. The sizers ” are 
inclined revolving cylinders of wire, with partitions of various s'zcd meshes. 
As the coffee rolls down the beans pass through the various holes into boxes 
and are classed as A or 1, B or 2, C or 3, P. B. (Peaberry) and T (Triage). 
Peaberry is a rounded bean. T. is a broken and malformed bean. The laUer 
two are removed by handpicking. In some years there is a bolder larger bean 
which is called extra A or 0 size, and of course sized separately. 

Machinery. 

The only lunchinery nse<l by the planter on the estate is the pulper, of which 
there are various makes and <lescrii)tions. 

In the Wynaad and Nilgiris planters mostly use the “ disc pulper. 

In Coorg practically all estates use the “ barrel and breast pulper,” whicli is 
considered the best for large crops. Pulpers are supplied by Messrs. John 
Gordon «fe Co., England ; Walker Co., Colombo ; and Massey & Co., Madras 
As Messrs. Gordons’ barrel imlpers are most in use in Coorg, it must 
be presumed that they have been found the best for the work. Prices 
vary from Rs.300 to 600 for different sorts of pulpers. Practically nothing is 
known of American pulping machinery, and it is quite possible that witli these 
makers’ larger experience, they are producing bettor coffee macliinerv 
than that generally used in India, which has been very little altered or improved 
for tlie past 20 or 30 years, and which in the opinion of many planters is open 
to improvement. The power used is hand, cattle water, oil or steam entwines of 
3 or 4 horse power. ” 

Firms and private owners have agents in London to whom the coffee is 
shipped by the curing firms under instructions. The Bills of Lading are posted 
to the agents who take charge of the shipment, and whose brokers sell the 
coffee, 

The agent, as a rule, acting on his own discretion or in consultation with his 
brokers, has the power to sell or withdraw any shipments or parts of a shiw- 
ment that may meet an adverse market ; or to reject offers which may not 
come up to his valuation. He is seldom or never interfered with from Ind a 
it being considered that, being on the spot, and in touch with the market ho’ 
must necessarily know what it is best to do. 

Valuation of Colfee. 

In the London Market valuation of Coffee is now done chiefly by the honor 
test. The information below has been kindly supplied by a buyer of Coffw in 
London : — 


" The weight of coffee means quality, practically always. Where a samnle 
runs 90 roasted beans to the i oz. it is generally good. The home trade is eeneral 
ly done by “ liquor and to some buyers it matters very little what the 
appearance of the coffee is. A good looking often liquors well, but not neces- 
sarily so. Foxiness is not a bar to good liquoring quality Peaberry h-is a 
better flavour than other sizes, probably because the nourishment of what was 
prepared by nature for two beans has gone into one. There is very little 
hquormg difference between A. B. A C., and it is sometimes found that 6 & C 
liquor better thw A. To test roasted coffee put 1 oz. of powder to i'pint of 
tolling water. The fluid is tasted as soon as cool enough, and whon nearly cold 
Th« best flavour is obtained when it is nearly cold.” ^ ' 
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Cultivation Expenses 

The annual expenses on a coffee estate are }'earJj based on the expected 
crop. In former times this was nob the case and expenses ran high, whetlier 
a good or bad crop was in store. U uforiunatoly, liowovcr, many plantep 
now-a-days cut the expenses in shape of manure, which is no doubt a big. 
item ill the expenditure, but certainly a very unwise policy. They have to do 
so in most cases, because the firms who finance them will not sec the import- 
ance of manure, and thus gradually contribute to the ruin of estates. 
Generally the year’s expenditure is estimated to run up to Hs.80 per acre 
everything included ; but in had times this is “ cut down ” to Rs.60 or less. 
The usual rates paid for work are as follow's : — 

(X.B. — Re.l=ls.4d sterling). 

Diggimj. — By contract labour with moderate weeds Ks.t> jier acre, by own 
labour Rs.H to 5-8-0, but Maistries’ commission at about 15% must be added to 
this. 

Fori: Digging.- - V^y contract Rs.4 to 5. 

H a ndw ceding, — With moderate w'ceds from Rs. ‘2-8-0 to Rs.3 pel* acre, if an 
average of tliree weedings are done in the season. 

Picking of Ci’oj). — A good crop of 4 cwt. per acre at Rs.40 i)er ton. Smaller 
crops cost comparatively more to pick. 

Pruning is about Rs.3 to Rs,8 per acre, dej;)cnding on the thickness of the 
coffee. 

Handling and Sucker ing . — The former process costs about Rs.3 to 5, and 
the latter about Rs.2 

Nurseries cost at, the rate of about Rs,6 per 1,000 plants raised. 

Carting and Curing Crcin — Cost Rs.70 a ton. A cart takes from 10 to 15 
cwts. to thb coast, a distance of about 60 miles a cost of Rs.l2. 

Freight and Home Charges. — The amount to about 7% on the wliole sale. 

Planting a New Clearing. — Digging pits 18 inches cube — about Rs.lO per 
1000 pits. Tile first digging costs about Rs 0 to 10 per acni, second about Rs.6. 

S tipcrbitendencc is calculated at about Re.l per acre per month. 

Maistries' Commission varies, but averages 13 to 15% ; the maisiry gets 
this commission on the value of 'work done by Ins gang of coolies. 

La?id Pax. — Rs.2 per aero. 

Contingencies. — Rs.lO a month for an estate of about 150 acres. 

Miscellaneous. — (a) Tapal cooly, kitchen cooly (usual allowance for the Super- 
intendent) Rs,15 a month, (b) Sliadc lopping, cleaning fire paths, upkeep of 
roads, bridges, fences ; cost of w'hich depends on circumstances. 

Cattle Upkeej). — Bandy bullo(;ks cost about Rs.20a month, and arc w^anted 
for carting manure, pulping, etc. 

Curing and Pulping. — About Rs.lO a ton. 

Matting, Baskets and Bags for ])icking and palphouse use Rs.l50 per annum 
(coffee is packed in two w\ay3, i. e, 1, loosely in date and coir mats ; 2, in Bags 
of three Imperial bushels each). 

Bepairs to Bnildiugs. — R8.20 per annum (bungalow, lines, cattlesheds, 
pulphouse, etc.) 

Crop Guttural. — In his official report to Govermnont, dated 1866, Captain 
Martin estiniatftd the average outturn of parchment coffee as 7 cwt. per acre, 
and that on native coffee estates at 16 cwt, per acre. The price of coffee was 
then about Rs.600 per ton as compared with Ils.660 now. The average outturn 
then realised is now of very rare occurrence in European estates, and an average 
of 4 cwt. is considered very favourable. As regards native gardens they give 
not more than about ^ cwt. per acre. There can therefore be no doubt that 
the coffee has deteriorated, partly because insufficient attention was paid to 
the selection of seeds, partly on account of the many pests and diseases which 
attacked coffee in the past; and partly owing to reduced expenditure. 
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Madras Planters’ Labour Law. 

At a Special Meeting of the Wynaad Planters’ Association, held on the 
13th instant, to consider the amendments proposed to Act I. of 1903, the follow, 
pig resolutions were passed : — 

1. The Association records its thanks to Government of Madras for 

giving them the opportunity of considering the proposed amend- 
ments to Sections 83 and 35 of Act I of 1903, contained in letter 
from Acting Chief Secretary, Government of Madras, dated 11th 
October. 

2. They would respectfully point out these amendments were not asked 

for, and would increase the disadvantages which planters at pre- 
sent experience in obtaining labour. 

3. The Association would ask Government to postpone for the present 

the whole question of amending the Act. 

4« The amendments mentioned, while protecting the Maistry who 
fails in fulfilment of his contract from no fault, encourage the 
fraudulent Maistry by providing an easy means of escaping from 
his obligation. 

5. With regard to the intention foreshadowed in the Chief Secretary’s 
letter of 10th August to omit Maistries and Sub-Maistries entirely 
from Sections 83 and 85, the Association is of the opinion that this 
would render the Act useless. 

The Wynaad Association realises that No. 3 of the above Resolutions is in 
direct negation of the request made by the U. P. A. S. A. that the amendments 
should be passed during the current year, but on further consideration of the 
matter the Wynaad Association trusts that the U. P. A. S. I. will see its way 
to fall in with the view that it would at present be better to postpone the 
amendment of the Act. 

Popularisation of Colfse 

Mr. J. C. Sandereipn writes that he has nothing further to report in the 
matter of the Popularisation of Coffee, as an interview is awaited with Mr. 
J. Ferreira Ramos, the General Commissioner of the Government of S. Paulo 
who was expected to arrive in England shortly. * 

Mr. Sanderson has kindly sent the U. P. A. S. I. a copy of “ Valorisation 
of Coffee in Brazil.” which deals, amongst other things, with the necessity of 
taking steps to increase the consumption of coffee. 

Valorisation of Co4Veo« 

In Brazil, 

On the 29th January, 1907, a lecture on this subject was delivered before the 
member:^ of the Antwen) Society for the Study of Colonial Questions by Mr. 
F. Ferreira Ramos, Civil Engineer, General Commissioner for Northern 
Europe of the Government of the State of San Paulo. 
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This lecture has now been published in book form, and copies of it have beeni 
sent to the U. P. A. S. I. by Mr. Stuart R. Cope, Secretary to the Anti-Tea- 
Duty League, and by Mr. Sanderson. 

The following extracts give the gist of the lecturer’s more important state- 
ments : — 

CA.PITAL Engaged in thk Production of Coffeb and in its Distribution. 

Cost Price and Selling Price. 

Coffee is a product of first importance and of the highest utility. It attracts* 
enormous sums of capital to the principal commercial centres of the glober 
and represents immense wealth in, producing- countries ; more especially in 
Brazil. We believe ourselves modest in saying that more than ten, perhaps 
twelve, milliard francs are directly employed in the world’s production and 
commerce of coffee, almost one-third of which is invested in the import and 
export trade and, obviously, three-fourths in the production. 

To give an idea of the capital absorbed in the coffee cultivation it suffices to 
note that in the State of San Paulo, which produces nearly half of the world’s 
coffee (Brazil itself producing three-fourths), the capital employed is about one 
million seven hundred thousand contos, that is to say, almost four milliard 
francs. 

If we rely upon this basis for the other producing countries, wc easily 
reach a total of eight milliard francs for the whole world. 

If, for the State of San Paulo, we deduct the cost of carriage, we may say 
that the value of the coffee plantations, including sheds for drying, factories 
with their engines for the preparation of coffee, dwelling-houses for propr;ietors 
and workmen, pastures, gardens, etc., is not less than two and a half 
milliard francs at the j)resent rates of fixed exchange. 

This State, possessing six hundred million coffee trees, the sum named 
represents an average of four francs for each productive tree. 

According to very careful observations made in the State of San Paulo, dO 
kilogrammes of coffee are produced by about seventy plants. If we consider 
that each tree represents an average capital of four franco wc shall see that 
the capital necessary to produce one million bags of coffee, ejich containing 
(30 kilogrammes, is not loss than three hundred and thirty-six millions of 
francs. 

As mentioned above, fifty kilogrammes of coffee is the product of the capital 
value of seventy plants, or 280 francs, (a little over jQll). If we allow an 
interest of five per cent, on this capital, and one per cent, for depreciation, 
we may calculate sixteen francs approximately as a reasonable return, which 
the capital invested should yield the planter. 

Further, as the result of careful observations made in Brazil, it appears that 
the cost of production (cultivation, gathering, preparation, etc.) of fifty kilo- 
grammes of marketable coffee, at present (juotatibns, amounts to about 86- 
francs, (or jEI- 8-10). If to this we add 14 francs for all other necessary 
expenses incurred, either in Brazil, carriage, insurance, warehousing, broker- 
age, etc., we obtain a sum of fifty franc-s as tlie cost price,of fifty kilogrammes 
of cofl:*ee delivered at the consuming market. And if to this price we add the 
interest on the capital and the allowance for depreciation, already estimated at 
sixteen francs, we find that in reality the cost of (50 kilogrammes of coffee 
comes to sixty-six francs before it reaches the European market. 

In order, therefore, that the cultivation of coffee may be remunerative, the 
price should never be lower than sixr.y-six francs per fifty kilos in average. 

Unfortunately, for several years past, prices of coffee, which during ten years 
had obtained an average of 97 franc.s per fifty kilos (occasionally even 180 
francs) have fallen little by little to forty francs, and even lower . . . 

The situation of the planter, in consequence of these very low prices, is- 
most deplorable, and the question we are treating becomes one of paramount 
interest not only to Brazil but equally to every country where coffee is con- 
sumed, For, if Brazil were to abandon the cultivation of this produce in 
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consequence of the little remunerative prices obtained, the result would be 
disastrous. 

The production in Brazil alone, as a matter of fact, follows the increase of 
consumption, . . . thanks to its soil and its climate, both essentially favour- 
able to tlie production of coffee. This result is also due in part to the 
economical development of the country. . . . Brazil alone has increased its 
production ; the other countries showing rather a retrogiade movement. . . . 

Another question arises conjointly with the iiici-ease of the production, 
which clearly demonstrates the importance of the whole subject. It has been 
ascertaiiied in San Paulo that in proportion to the development of coffee 
cultivation, the centres of production recede farther and farther away from 
the populous centres, and this naturally increases the cost of production. 
Surprised at this curious phenomenon, the learned J)r. Pereira Barretto ox- 
plaimed, Coffee is a savage plant, which shrinks from the grand centres of 
civilisation.” As a matter of fact it is always found in the neighbourhood of 
large /orOsts. ... 

Measurks taken by the'Statk of San Paulo to Diminish the 

PllOOI.CTION OF CoFFKE. 

When prices first began to fall, and even when they were higher than the 
cost of production, no one imagined that the lirazilian State and the Federal 
Government would intervene to sustain the Coffee planters in their struggles 
against sucli an unfavourable state of things. . . . Later on, when prices 
fell lower and still lower, the (iovermnent of the State of San Paulo inter- 
vened, at the request of the planters themselves, with the object of limiting 
the development of the jilantations, and to regulate the production of coffee, 
and passed a Law levying a prohibitive tax on the planting of fresh trees, 
to be, in operation for a period of five years. We may safely assort that this 
Law was the salvation of many planters ; for, othei'wise the production had 
certainly continued to increase more and more. 

As a matter of fact, wide tracts of virgin soil still exist in the State of San 
Paulo, for, out of 1,855,000 hectai’es suitable for coffee cultivation, only 
772,110 hectares were in the year 1902 devoted to it. It is beyond doubt that 
without the restrictive Law there would have been a large increase of planta- 
tions, involving the ruin of those planters, who were distant from the export- 
ing centres ; and of those whose plantations, which cither by reason of their 
ago or other unfavourable circumstances, afforded but scanty and irregular 
crops. 

Tlie same Lawa Iso brought about an improvement of quality, and com- 
pelled planters to cultivate other products such as cotton, sugarcane, maize, 
rice, Qocoa, etc. . . . 

Already, in the State of San Paulo, the.se products have attained considerable 
importance. 

AVith the object of diminishing the supply, before this Law w'as passed it 
was decided to withdraw from sale all coffee of an inferior quality. 

Measures taken by Brazil to Bkgulate Prices. 

At the beginning of the year 1906, in spite, of the beneficial influence of the 
liaw mentioned, prices had reached such a low limit that the planters found 
themselves in a very precarious situation, which would have been rendered 
still worse by the extraordinary 1906-07 crop. The importance of the latter 
must, be attributed to the exceptional conditions in the distribution of heat 
?ind rain. 

. What was to be done* in face of these untoward circumstances : leave the 
planter to himself, to his own resources, or accord him official support ? 

Left to himself he would have been compelled to abandon the cultivation of 
coffee. . . . To reduce the production by a million bags would necessitate, as we 
have already seen, the elimination of three hundred and thirty-six million 
francs, capital 1 Should we abandon such a large part of the production ? 
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Should we allow such a larjife sum t > be lost ? Should we allow such a vast 
public fortune to disappear, ne\er perhaps to be regained ? 

We do not think so, since, once coffee-planting being abandoned it is very 
difficult to create a new plantation on the soil, Where other coffee trees have 
died. 

Confronted by this situarion, it was therefore difficult to leave the planter to 
his sad fate, and the only way of helping him was by the official intervention 
of the Government of the three Brazilian coffee producing States, having as 
their coinin >11 object, the discovery of some means of maintaining coffee at a 
remunerutivw price. 

Had Brazil been a country possessing an abundance of capital, with sense of 
co-operation highly developed, the problem had long since been solved ; but 
there, with a population of 21,000,000 inhabitants scattered over an iraiuensc 
territory of eight m lllion square kilometres, where the planters of the same 
State are at long distances from one another, it was impossible to ^Ive this 
great problem, without the support of the Goyerninent which intervened with 
the object of serving as an intermediary between the capitalists and the plan* 
ters. 

Acting on this principle, a Convention or Treaty, known as the “ Convenio 
de Taubatc.^was concluded between the three principal States interested, 
namely San Paulo, Rio de Janeiro and Minas Geraes .... 

The Intervention of the Brazilian States in the Question of the 
Valorisation of Coffee ; What dors it Consist of ? 

The official intervention of the Brazilian coffee producing States has for 
object to serve as intermediary between the capitalista,^and planters, in order 
to ensure a remunerative price for coffee. 

The valorisation scheme adopted with this object consists ... in levying 
an export duty of three francs per bag of sixty kilogrammes. With the pro- 
ceeds of this tax the Government guarantees the interest, and sinking fund 
necessary for the redemption of the loans, enabling it to purchase and with- 
draw from circulation a quantity of coffee sufficient to maintain quotations 
above cost price. The coffee thus purchased is then placed on warrant** in 
the principal markets of the world, to be sold only when quotations are judged 
to be favourable, so that the planter may obtain a reasonable profit, and thus 
not only avert ruin but, in addition, those extreme variations in the price 
which are always harmful to the consumer. 

The scheme of valorisation likewise embraces propaganda to augment the 
consumption of coffee, but this consumption — although always growing — 
scarcely shows an average upward movement of more than three to four per 
cent, annually. . . . 

Conjectures ufon which the Valorisation ok Coffee is Based. 

This question of valorisation has not been taken lightly in hand. It in- 
terests not only the planter, who has a right to be justly remunerated for his 
labour, but also the countries in which coffee is consumed. It is not then in 
reality a purely local question, but one of wide afid general interest ; for, if 
Brazil were obliged to abandon to any considerable extent the cultivation of 
coffee — to seek in some other produce the reward of labour — one could scarce- 
ly imagine what would be the price of coffee consequent upon the fact of the 
supply not keeping pace with the demand. 

Rut let us return to the actual state of affairs and examine what will occur 
after the heavy crop of this year. Therefore, we must first of all compare the 
consumption and production of the last few years. In consulting the diagram, 
illustrating the average statistics of these in the period 1899-1907, we see that 
in 1901-02 the consumption of coffee rjcached 14,000,000 bags, whereas the 
world^s crop for the same year exceeded this demand by about 8,000,000 bags . 

Since then consumption has increased, and from 14 millions in 190.1-02 has 
reached 17 millions in 1906-07. The crop gathered during the year 1906, ann 
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? ut on the market (crop 1906-07) may be estimate<l at 20^ to 28^ million bags, 
t will, therefore, only exceetl the consumption of the corresponding period by 
3} to 6^ million bags. 

The stocks of coffee, which — before the crop of 1901-02 — were 6 million 
bags, rose after that year’s crop to 14 million bags (6 existing plus 8) ; but, 
during the four following years (1902-03, 1903-04, 1904-05, 1 905-06), the con- 
sumption exceeded production by about 5 million bags, so that the stocks 
on 1st July last were only about 9J million bags. Prices had varied between 29 
and 56 francs per 50 kilogrammes. 

For the quinquennial period 1906-07 to 1910-11 we shall see the same 
phenomenon as that witnessed during the period 1901-02 to 1905-06. 

The production of the period 1906-07 will not, as a matter of fact, be lower 
than 20i to 23J million bags, a figure comparable with that of 1901-02. 

We do nob in any way exaggerate the importance of the present crop. 
Everybody knows the fact that all circumstances have been most favourable, 
and that all climatic conditions have co-operated to attain this result 

One may cast a doubt upon our contention, and urge that the crop of 1906 
was terminated before that of 1901, but it must not be forgotten that the 
railways now are better equipped for the transport of ‘Joffee. In proof of 
this it is suffieieiit to point out that the San Paulo Railway Company, running 
between Jiindiahy and Santos, through San Paulo, has doubled its lines of 
rails ; that the Paulista line has nearly doubled the extent of its 
lines between Campinas and Jiindiahy ; and that the Mogyana and the 
Sorocabana, which were badly organised in 1901, now possess a very excel- 
lent service and dispose of a material (locomotives and trucks for merchandise), 
of much greater importance. 

Farther, the need for ready money has compelled planters to send their 
coffees with all possible despatch to Santos. 

The crop of 190(h07 may then be compared to that of 1901-02. 

Let us now show that the four coming crops (1907-08 to 1910-11) may, — 
in regard to their importance, — come very near to those four small crops which 
followed the unusual crop of 1901-02. Several reasons enable us to predict 
that the four next approaching crops will be rather weak. 

In the first place, about four years ago. as we have already pointed out, a 
Law was passed, which imposed a prohibitive tax on the planting of fresh 
coffee trees. As a consequence of this Law no further plantings, so to speak, 
have been subsequently made in San Paulo, In 1901-02 there were about 
685 million trees, 140 millions of which were too young to yield any fruit, being 
only from one to four years of age. 

After the application of the Law the number of coffee trees was reduced, 
owing to various causes. First of all there were many which fell victims to 
heavy frost ; miuy succumbed to drought ; others again perished, owing to 
want of proper cultivation, and lastly many of the old trees disap^ared in the 
natural course of decay. It has been calculated in the course of six years, and 
for the reasons just stated, twelve per cent, of the trees of 1901-02 no longer 
exist, which makes a decrease of two per cent, annually. Consequently, for 
the years to follow one may only rely upon the production of about 600 
million coffee trees. 

During the four years which followed the crop of 1901 02 the average pro- 
<1uction of each tree in the State of San Paulo was about 720 grammes. 

The figure for the four next crops seems to be rather exaggerated, and in 
support of this wo refer to letters which we have received from well-informed 
planters, and upon the report of the Commission appointed by the Secretary 
^f Agriculture for the State of San Paulo together with the Agric^ultur^ 
Commissions of 170 districts, to estimate the coming crop, that of 1907-08. 
According to the well drawn up Report . . . this crop will show a strong 
.decrease in quantity. 
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This decrease must be ascribed to the exhaustion of the coffee trees, which 
have furnished just previously a bumper crop, and which besides have subse- 
quently suffered from the effects of drought. 

To establish our estimates of the four next crops we shall certainly n(»t go 
beyond the truth in relying upon an average production of 720 grammes per 
tree. Knowing that 600 million full bearing trees actually exist, we reach a 
figure— for the State of San Paulo alone — showing an annual average pro- 
duction of 71 million bags. 

The other Brazilian States and the other producing countries having 
rather a tendency to diminish their production, we may without fear of mistake 
adopt the preceding averages. That will give us then, for the four years of 
the period 1907*08 to 1910-11 a total of 59.J- million bags, which, added to the 
20J or 23J millions of the 1906-07 crop, will give a total of 88 million bag< for 
the quinquennial production of 1906-11. 

Let us admit for the moment, although it is assuredly nob the case', that the 
consumption does not increase, and always remains at I7i million bags. 
Wo have then, for the period of five years 1906-07 t<> 1910-11 a consumption 
of 87 J million bags, that is to say four or five million bags in excess of the 
production. 

The stocks which on the 1st July last were 9.j million bags will be reduced 
in 1911 to 4 or 5 millions. 

Now, with a stock of about 7 millions and a consumption of 14 million hags, 
we have seen the price go up to 56 francs. Moreover, with stocks equivalent 
to 80 percent, of the average consumption the average prices in general have 
been 97 francs. It is, thus, evident that in 1911, with a stock of 4 or 5 millions 
and a consumption exceeding 17i millions the prices should unavoidably rise 
higher than the cost of production. 

This fact established, the wisest measures to adopt — as was actually 
done in Brazil — would be to retire from the market a par t of the actual surplus, 
and to distribute it over the four next years, in the same way as the eight 
millions exce.s.s in 1901-02 were divided over the four years which followed that 
crop.. It is, therefore, if we accept the simile of an old story, one year of “ fat 
kine ” followed by four years of lean kine.*’ 

We have tried to demonstrate that in 1911 stocks will be so small that the 
cost price will be readily exceeded by the selling price. We think that we are 
even within the truth, since in our calculation we have not taken into considera- 
tion the unforeseen circumstances which might diminish the importance of the 
four subsequent crops, A simple meteorological phenomenon, for instance, a 
slight frost, a cold wind, an excess of temperature or a shower at the blossom- 
ing season would be sufficient to diminish the production. So that the figures 
Wo have adopted will have a tendency to be diminished rather than increased. 

Relying on the conjectures indicated, the Governments of the coffee pro- 
ducing States, supported by the President of the Federal Government of 
Brazil and by the bulk of the people's representatives, have resolved upon the 
valorisation of coffee. Tn doing this they have no other object in view but 
the protection of ’ the countrv’.s agriculture by assisting the coffee trade to 
withstand those extensive speculations which so often have an influence on 
prices, and are really prejudicial to the consumer. 

Valorisation has, besides, a tendenev to level prices, and is not at all a 
Trust^as some people have endeavoured to convince us. The whole questioii 
has called forth a certain number of criticisms, but their authors have not taken 
into account some of the most important considerations affecting the subject. 

Brazil really furnishes three-fourths of the w »rld’s production of coffee ; it 
is therefore in a position to dictate to the markets. This is more the case 
in as much as the other producing countries, even at prices three times higher 
than.Jbho8e actually obtained, could not increase their supplies to an appreci- 
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able extent ; and, even BUpposin" that they possessed the enormous capital 
and the labour necessary for such increased production, they would still be 
obliged to wait six years before the coffee trees yielded full crops. Added to 
this, the cultivation of coffee presents essential difficulties ... 

The success of coffee cultivation depends indeed upon the possession of 
suitable soil, of forests which have been cleared. The coffee tree is an exact- 
ing plant, not only in regard to climate and the ijiialities of the soil in which 
it grows hut also in regard to the exposure of the ground. 

Brazil is the only country in the whole world which can and does supply 
these exigences. It is only necessary to take a nuip and follow it on the 
isothermal lines in order to be convinced of this statement. One will see that 
there are indeed some small islands and some districts on the main land, where 
coffee may be produced, but the remainder of the regions comprised within 
the productive zones consists of des rts or «>f rocky lands, unsuitable and un- 
health}^. 

Then again, for the successful cultivation of coffee one must he able to 
count upon sufficient labour for the gathering of the crops, and of capital for 
the erection of drying sheds, factories and workmen’s dwellings. One must be 
able to utilise waterways ami railways for the transport of the coffee, and sea- 
ports, properly equipped for loading the cargoes .... 

It will now be understood wliy my country has deemed it necessary to suc- 
cour the coffee planters. For. if with our fertile soil, large rivers, verdant 
forests, blue sk^. smiling meadows, and ffower-clad gardens, we cultivate this 
produce which puts .so much capital in circulation on the world’s markets, this 
produce beloved by rich and poor alike, this beverage which in future will be 
regarded ns an incomparable antidote to tobacco, a generous adversary to 
alcohol, implanting courage into the human breast, it is only natural that in 
the interests of humanity my country has determined to stretch out a helping 
hnnd to rescue a grand and rich industrial enterprise from threatened ruin. 

By a single effort Brazil has thus rendered an immense service, first of all to 
the producing countries, in endeavouring to secure a reasonable remuneration 
to a praiseworthy and laborious industry; and secondly to the consuming 
countries, in avoiding the withdrawal from the markets of a Ktrge portion of 
the supplies, a w ithdrawal which in the near future would have raised the 
price of coffee to such an extent that it would have ceased to be the stimulat- 
ing wholesome beverage of the poor, to become the delicious beverage of the 
rich. 

o 

After much consideration and preparation, the planters of the Federated 
Malay States and of the Straits Settlements have created a central executive 
body. The Perak Planters’ Association invited all others concerned to a con- 
ference at Ipoh on the 19th October, and representatives were present of the 
Malay Peninsula Agricultural Association, representing Penang and Province 
Wellesley; the United Planters’ Association of the F. M. S., (Selangor) ; the 
Negri Sembilan Planters’ Association ; and Johore. There now exists * The 
Planters’ Association of Malaya.” Its head-quarters are at Kuala Lumpur ; 
the financial year is to close on the 31st March and the annual meeting is to be 
held ill April. Mr. H. 0. E. Zacharia , hitherto Secretary of the U. P. A., has 
been appointed Secretary pro tern., wdth a view to confirmation at the first 
"enerfti in<‘eting. which was to be held on Sunday morning, the 1st December. 
The constitutin’' of this new central organization is best described by quoting 
the determining rule : — 

4. The Association shall consist of a Committee, consisting of thp chair- 
man and secretary and 5 per cent, of all members of constituent Associations ; 
but when the membership of such affiliated Association 1 h* less than 30, an ad- 
ditional member shall he allowed. 
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MEETINGS OF DISTRICT ASSOCIJlTIONa 
The Mundakayam Rubber Planters’ Association. 

Minutes 6t’ Quarterly General Meeting held at Kadamankulam Bungalow, 
at 10 a. m. on Saturday, the 26th October. 1907. 

Present : —Messrs. J. A. Richardson, R Harley, A. E. Vernede, B. Wolde^ 
H. B Kirk, P. Vernede, C. Vernede, H. S. Holder, Chairman 
and Honorary Secretary. Represented by proxy : — Messrs. H. D. 
Deane and Chas. Brander. 

Read notice calling the Meeting. 

Proceedings of last meeting were read and condrined. 

The Chairman said : — 

. Gentlemen, — ^There has been little accomplished during the last quarter. 

The Mundakayam Telegraph oAice is at last in existence ; but I regret to say 
the office at Kanjirapally has been closed. 

If, however, as we hope, the new Taluk offices are re-built at Kanjirapally, 
instead of at Ponkunnam, doubtless the Telegraph office will be re-installed. 

You will recollect that at the first meeting of this Association in March, 1906, 
the matter of the jai isdiction of the Cardamom Hills* Magistrate was discussed. 

There appeared to be some doubt as to the limit of the jurisdiction. 

The attention of the Cardamom Hills* Magistrate was drawn to this matter, 
and Government was approached and asked to define the boundary. 

The subject was afterwards alluded to by our delegate at the Sri Mulatn 
Popular Assembly of 1906, and I have since several times reminded Govern- 
ment of the matter The last letter 1 had on the siibject was dated the 28r<l 
July, 1907, when the matter was still *' pending consideration by Government.’* 

It seems strange that for over eighteen months the Ipcal Magistracy should 
have remained, and still are, in the dark as to the extent of country over 
which they have or have not jurisdiction. 

It is obviously a matter in which no doubt should ever have been possible, 
but the question having arisen, it is more than surprising that it has not been 
more promptly dealt with. 

The United Planters* Association met at Bangalore in August, and was well 
attended, eleven Association being represented. 

You will have already seen by accounts published in the press that your 
interests were ably cared for. 

I will now ask our delegate to give us his report. 

U. P* A. Delegate's Report, 

Mr. J. A Richardson said ; — 

Gentlemen, — My report on the United Planters' Association Meeting is a 
very short one, as there was very little of interest to us discussed this year. 

I tried to get some information on thumb nail pruning of Par& Rubber, but 
no one could give me any. On the tapping of Ceaii Rubber, however^ there 
was some discussion. The general opinion seems to be that OeatA is very hard 
to tap, without killing or permanently injuring the trees. Mr. Lambert, of 
Coorg, said Ceara had been successfully tapped in Coorg, and that he did not 
know of any trees having died. This success seems to be due to the fact that 
the outer bark was only removed over the actual tapping surface, ahd he 
strongly recommended the V. shaped tapping. . 

Mr. Abbott, of Wynaad, on the other hand, had a great many deaths amongst 
his trees from tappings but in his case he removed all the outer bark and then 
thatched the trees as was done in cinchona, but the bark did not renew and 
the trees died. You will find the discussioa fully reported in the book of Pfo- 
oeedingjs, which will be out shortly. 
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Mr. Lamb, of S. Mysore, asked if reliable Gaatilloa Rubber Seed could be had 
in India. I told him I had seen some nice nurseries at Eldorado from the first 
crop of seed, and that 1 thought seed would be procurable there next year. He 
asked what jAt it was, but I was unable to give him any information as to this 
and referred him to Eldorado Estate. 

SaventiH^ Officer Sehe )7ie . — There was a long discussion on this matter, and 
a certain amount of money promised towards the scheme, amounting in all to 
R8.2,069 a year, for 5 years. Neither this Association nor the C^T. p. a. 
promised support, as we have an alternative scheme of our own whch we intend 
bringing up at the coming Sri Mulam. There was a good deal of informal 
discussion as to, the necessary qualification of the Scientific Officer, and several 
suggestions were made, which might be useful to our Sri Mullam Delegate in 
dealing with the matter when he brings it up. It was thought he must have 
a knowledge of Agricultural Chemistry, Mycology, Botany and Entomology, 
which is rather a big order. I notice from the reply of the Madras Govern- 
ment that they too seem to be at a loss as to what the qualifications of the 
Scientific Officer must be. I think in the first place he must Imve a thorough 
knowledge of Agricultural Chemistry, and be willing to take up the other sub- 
jects in conjunction with his work. With a view to this, I think, we want to 
cet a young man, who has just passed out of some Agricultural College, as 
during his training as an Agriculttiral Chemist he will have been more or less 
in touch with the other subjects, and will not find it so hard to take them up 
as an older man who has probably made a speciality of one particular subject. 

Fertilizers — With regard to these, the following resolution was passed : — 

** That this Association is glad to notice that yearly more firms are giving 
guaranteed analyses of manures, and again urges Planters to give support 
to the firms doing so. 

In this coimection, I pointed out that Cochin was our nearest port and most 
convenient market for purchasing manures, and asked if any firm there was 
prepared to guarantee analysis. Dr, Lehmann said he thought Messrs. Holling- 
hurst and Co. were prepared to do so. ‘ 

Ldhour Recruitifif/ and Emigration.— There was a good deal of discussion on 
this, but I need not go into this, as the Honorary Secretary has some later 
facts and correspondence to put before you, which is the outcome of the reso- 
lution passed at the U. P. A. Meeting. 

Planters* Labour Law. — This was discussed at great length, principally by 
the Nilgiri and Wynaad delegates, which Associations had the Act put in force 
in their Districts. They have agreed to go on with it meantime, and press 
Government to make the amendments asked for some time ago. Yon will 
find this fully reported in the book of Proceedings. 

The only other matter which really interests us is the resolution brought up 
by the Peermade Association, with reference to the U. P. A. subscriptions 
being raised on an acreage basis. As you are no doubt aware, the U. P. A. lost 

the whole of their reserve fund, R8.17,428-2-7, through the failure of Messrs. 

Arbuthnot and Co., and are very short of funds. It was only with the help 
of a balance of R8.788-2-0 carried forward from last year that they are able 
tb meet the current year's expenditure. According to the acreage returns 
this year it would require a cess of 8 pies per acre to cover the working 
expenses of the U. P. A. S. I., and I don't think this would be a great burden 
to us. From the statement you have before you, you will see that there are 
only two Associations that are very far below the required amount, and I 
think if one or two districts give them a lead they wdl fall into line* It is 
' absolutely necessary that some such scheme be put in force next year, and I 
trust, gentlemen, you will give it your support. There was no direct opposi- 
tion to it this year, but as the acreage figures were not before the District 
Assooiatidns, they were unable to instruct their delegates on the matter. The 

resolution I brought up on behalf of the C. T. P. Association was as follows : 

That the subscriptiomi to the U. P, A. 8. 1, shall, in future, be I'aised on 
an acreage basis as being a more businesslike and satisfactory arrange- 
ment than the present method of collection."^ 
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After discussing the matter in C«>mmittee it was obvious that it could not 
be carried through till District Associations had the necessary acreage figures 
before them, so I withdrew it, and proposed the following resolution in its place 
as a temporary measure : — 

Considering the straitened circumstances Wc find ourselves in owing to 
the loss of oiir reserve fund through the failure of Messrs. Arbuthnot 
and Co., we recommend that a very special appeal be made by District 
Associations to every planter in South India and Home proprietors, 
urging them to support their District Associations, and thus help to 
swell the funds of the U. P. A. S. L, and increase its influence”. 

This is what I would ask you to do, gentlemen, and to meet the occasion agree 
to raise our subscription to Rs.228 next year. Our acreage will by that time 
have increased considerably, which will reduce the Cess in proportion, and if 
Mundakayain is going to be the success it promises to be I don’t ^think it 
wants a second thought. District Associations are a-^ked to send in at least 
half of the present year’s subscription as soon as possible to meet current 
expenditure. This, I think, covers all that was of interest to us at this year’s 
meeting. 

Acreage Statements. 

In- De- Present Necessary 


District. 

1897 

1907 

crease. 

crease. 

Sub- 

scription. 

new Sub- 
scription. 

Wynaad 

... 13,092 

11,400 

... 

1,692 

300 

475 

Nilgiris 

31,584 

10,800 

... 

20,784 

400 

450 

Cooi\» 

... 11.560 

13,000 

1,440 


200 

541 

N. Mysore 

... 12,241 

10,000 


2,241 

400 

410 

S. Do. 

... 17,512 

0,060 


11,452 

400 

252 

Kanan Devan 

... 4,914 

16,053 

ll,i39 

520 

608 

Shevaroys 

... 2,817 

4,500 

1,683 


150 

187 

Central Travancore 

... 6,586 

7,563 

977 


350 

315 

Mundakayam 


5,492 

5,492 


100 

228 

Cardamom Hills 


... 

... 


50 


Anamallais 



5,460 

5,460 


100 

220 

Total 

... 100,306 

90,828 

26191 

86169 

2,970 

8,758 


Mr. Kirk pro{K}sed a vote of thanks to Mr. Richardson for his full and 
. interesting report. — Carried Unounimously^ 

Correspondence, — Read letter from the Vanjipusha Chief, dated the 5th 
August, 1907. In reply to resolution passed at last meeting, it will be seen ho 
refers members to his Manager.” 

Resolved that a copy oi the Chief’s letter be forwarded to the “Manager” of 
the Vanjipusha Madom, and that he be requested to give attention to matters 
under reference. 

(It toill be recollected that the Chief was addressed^ ns no satisfaction coiild 
he obtained from the Manager.) 

Read letter from the Chief Secretary, No.S, R. 4679, dated the 16th September, 
in regard to notification published in the Gazette, with reference to Europeans 
applying for permission in every instance of acquiring land in Travancore 

Resolved that the Honorary Secretary forward a 'copy of the reply to the 
Jlritish Resid^^nt and remind him of certain points in this AssociaUon’s letter, 
dated the 17th August, on which enlightenment was sought and further again 
enquire of the Dewan, whether the publication of a notice in the Gazette con- 
stitutes a law. 

(Other correspondence had already been circulated.) 

Sri Mvlam Popular Assembly. — The i Honorary Secretary informed the 
meeting that Mr. H. M. Knight had been elecit^d delegate ana had consente<l 
to represent this Association at the forthcoming meeting. 



THE PLANTERS^ OHRONICLE. 


301 


The subjects be had been a^ked to allude to were. — 

The Kutikal ltoad,-^To request Government to fulfil the promise given 
at the Sri Mulam Popular Assembly in 1905, in regard to the construction of 
the road to Kutical. 

Emakularn-Quilon Railway — To advocate the survey of a line of railway 
from Ernakulam to Quilon, touching at the mo t important centres. 

Scientific Officer , — To point out the urgent necessity of such an officer in the 
State. 

To present a special memorandum to the Dewan, suggesting the reconstruc- 
tion of the Taluk buildings at Kanjirapally instead of at Ponkunnam, and the 
erection of a Second class travellers bungalow, at Kanjirapally. 

Resolution by Mr, Wolde , — 

1. That members of this Association shall send a list of their contractors 
with their legal addresses, to the Honorary Secretary, and that this list be 
circulated among members. 

That no members shall employ any contractor whose nara(? is on these lists, 
without the written consent of the Manager of Estate on which the contrac- 
tor is working, and that apreemonts when completed be exidor>ed and handed 
back. 

2. That members of this Association shall send in a list of all defaulting 
contractors, with any remarks gennane to their cases, and that this list when 
received be amalgamated, and issued privately and confidentially among 
members. 

Seconde<l by Mr. H. B. Kirk, and carried. 

Resolution by Mr, Wolde , — That the Honorary Secretary do write to the 
Chief Engineer, Trevandrum, and request him to kindly notify to his sub- 
ordinate officer.s that in case of any gentleman wishing to occupy the 
camp sheds at Parlia (Pulianoor C. S.) or Kanjirapally (for Ponkunara), 
whilst they are on duty there, they shall allow him to occupy one room ; and to 
enquire (if the exigencies of the service do not permit of this,) whether it is pos- 
sible for him to recommend that a 2nd class bungalow be erected at these places 
for the convenience of gentlemen attending Court. 

Seconded by Mr.> H. B. Kirk, and carried. 

Resolution by Mr, Wolde , — That the Honorary Secretary do write to the 
Chief Engineer, enquiring if it is a fact that R8.66,000 remained unspent of the 
P: W. D. Budget of 1,082 Kottayam Division and to ask if so, if the amount 
might not well have been expended on the following roads and bridges. 

Ettumanore- Pulianoor, 9 miles of road in very indifterent order. 

Pulianoor-Lalem, miles of road almost impassable, 

Lalem Erattupetta road . — All small bridges in need of repair. At second 
mile post from Lalem a deep river exists unbridged impassable in flood for carts 
(place called Edappalley) and at mile 4*4 (Aravakulara) broken bridge over 
deep river impassable lifter sfiowers. 

Meenaehil river at Erattupebta Arivatoor. No Jangar though it is believed 
once was sanctioned in the Budget. 

Arivatoor- Kanjirapally Road mostly in very bad order, especially at Theda- 
iiad. 'and at 2nd- mile post where the road crosses Chitar river, the bridge has 
been falling to pieces tor the last two years. All smaller bridges are in need 
of repair. 

Seconded by Mr. J. A. Richardson, and carried. 

Besolved that the Honorary Secretary do at the same time enquire when the 
second claiss travellers' bungalow at Mundakayam is to be made first class. 
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Besolutiou by Mr. H. D. Deane : — 

That His Highness’ Govexnmejnt be approached with a view to obtaining 
special terms and facilities in r ‘gard .to the removal of loppmgs of Teak trees 
growing in Rubber Estates other than Sirkar land. 

Seconded by Mr, A. E. Vernede, and carried. 

Resolution by Mr. H. D. Deane — 

That the District M igistrate be asked to use his influence and local know- 
ledge in urging the Dewan as a tentative measure to flx the boundaries of 
the Cardamom IIUls Magistrate’s jurisdiction on the western side as follows 

1. North of the Sirkar road along the ridge of Hills from' the Kutikal path 
turn off all the Eastern slopes to the source of the Pulaga Aur river. 

2, South of the Sirkar road all lands East of the Rani Reserve boundary 

line ; or failing these boundaries to at any rate name a)l Estates within this 
area in t^e hands of Europeans, as being for the present within the Cardamom 
Hill Jurisdiction, and that the same will be published in the ^ at' an 

early date to avoid unnecessary expence in litigation. 

Seconded by Mr. H B, Kirk, and carried. 

{The Chairman remarked that ae far as he knew there was no question as 
to the limit of Ju ^'isdiction to the South East of Sirkar road, but raised 
objection to th } resolution being put through in full.) 

Resolution by Mr. H. B. Kirk ; — 

That Government be requested to give orders empowering the Kanjirapally 
Magistrate to hold Court at Muudakayam once a month.’ 

Seconde \ by Mr. R. Harley, and carried. 

Papers laid on the table — U. P. A. S. L Circulars, the Planters’* Chronicle, etc. 

VVith a vote of thanks to the Chair the meeting terminated. 

' (Sd.) H. B. Holdtsb, 

Chairman and Honorary Secretary ^ 


The Wynaad Planteps* Association 

Meeting of 13th Noveu^ber, 1907, at Meppadi Club 

Present. — Messrs. C. E. Abbott, II. Atzenwiler, B. M. Behr, E. A. Hughes, 
D. Mackenzie, W. Mackinlay, B. Malcolm, D. H. McLeod, S. H. 
Powell, Jnr., A. Trollope and H. Waddington, Honotary Secre- 
tary. 

In the Chair. — Mr. W. Mackinlay. 

Proceedings of the last Meeting were confirmed. 

1306,-— Non-S^rvice of Warmnf s.—Read letter from District Magistrate, 
Coimbatore, with reference to non-service of warrants in that District. Read 
letter from Honorary Secretary to the District Magistrate, Malabar, as to non- 
despatch of warrant from Yayitri Court, his reply and letter from Resident, 
Mysore. Recorded. 

1807. — Sanitation, — Mr. Hughes called attention to the sale offish, un^ 
fot human consumption, to his coolies, from effects of which one deatfli 
occurred. Honorary Secretary was asked to bring . the matter to notice of 
proper authorities. 

1808. — Plague Passes . — Read letter from Honorary* Secretary to theOolleotor 
of Malabar, and his reply, stating that in the case of estates whioh have no resir 
dent huperintendent writers will be. allowed to observe coolies and sign their 
passports daily, subject to the condition. thht the passports are countersigned 
by the superintendent at the end of the observation period, the superintendents 
being held responsible for the proper working of the system. 

Recorded with satisfaction. 
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1809 Labour Recruiting Sf Emigration. — Bead Honorary Secretary’s letters 

to Postm^ter-General and Chief Secretary of Government, Madras, Approved. 
Read reply from Postmaster-General, stating that orders have been issued to 
all Post Offices in the Madras circle not to exhibit in future advertisements 
showing attractions for labourers in the Federated Malay States. 

Noted with satisfaction. 

1310. — Roads. — Mr. Abbott reported that the District Board have allotted 

8.5,000 for the upkeep of Boad No. 85 B, and that it is to be kept up as a 
cart road. 

Recorded with great satisfaction. 

Referring to the note in proceedings of meeting held during October. 
Mr. Abbott repor ted that R8.15,000 has been allotted to Boad No. 

1811. — A.ft(^sting Contracts^ Act I. of 1903. — Resolved that the Local Gov- 
ernment be asked to issue orders that all Magistrates and persons authorised 
to attest contracts shall keep a record of contracts attested by them. 

1812. — Papers on the Tahle.--A5 P. A. S. I. Circulars Nos. 60 to 63. 

I. T. A. Circular No. 19. 

Tea export statement, September. 

A vote of thinks to the Chair terminated the proceedings. 

(Signed) W. Mackinlay, Chairman. 

( „ ) H. Waddinoton, Hon. Secretary. 

The Wynaad Planters’ Assooiation. 

Special Meeting held on 18th November, 1097, at Meppadi Club. 
Prksknt. — M essrs. C. E. Abbott, B. M. Behr, K. A. Hughes, D. Mackenzie, 
W. Mackinlay, B. Malcolm, D. H. McLeod, S. H. Powell, Jnr., A. 
Trollope, H. Waddington, Honorary Secretary, and by proxy 
Mr. A. West, 

In the Chair.— Mr. W. Mackinlay, 

Bead letter from Mr. A. West, Recorded. 

Read Correspondence with reference to proposed amendments to Act 1. of 
1908. 

1808. — Resolved : 

The Association records its thanks to the Government of Madras for giving 
them the opportunity of considering the proposed amendments to Sections 33 
a»nd 35 of Act I. of 1908, contained in letter from Acting Chief Secretary, 
Government of Madras, dated 11th October, 1907. 

They would respectfully point out that these amendments were not asked 
for, and would increase the disadvantages which planters at present experience 
in obtaining labour. 

The Association ask Government o postpone, for ihe present, the whole 
^^uestion of amending the Act. 

The amendment mentioned, while protecting the Maistry who fails in 
fulfilment of his contract from no fault, encourages the fraudulent Maistry 
by providing an easy means of escape from his obligation. 

With regard to the intention foreshadowed in the Chief Secretary’s letter 
of 10th August, to omit Maistries and Siib-maistries entirely from Sections 
38 and 85, the Association is of the opinion that this would render the Act 
useless* - 

ia04.r-The Honorary . Secretary was instructed to ascertain if the Nilgiri 
Association and Mr. Hodgson would join in a request, asking the members ol 
Government interested in the matter of this Act to meet representatives to 
informally discuss- the matter. • • 
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1805. — The Honorary Secretary was instructed to ascertain if the United 
Planters' Association, and/or the Nilgiri Planters’ Association would join in 
l^ayment of a Barrister for advice as to Act I. of 1903, when found advisable to- 
have such. 

A vote of thanks to the Chair terminated the proceedings. 

(Signed) W. Mackinhay — Chairman. 

( „ ) H. Waddington — Honorary Secretary • 


Shevaroy Planters* Association. 

Proceedings of Committee Meetings held on Monday, October I’tth, and 
Monday, November 11th, 1907 at the Victoria Rooms, Yercaiid. 

Prksknt, on Monday, Octobkr 17th: — Messrs. G. Turner, C. Dipkins, 
C. Rahm, C. G. Lechler, P. D. H. Short, J. C. Largo and Ik Cayley. Honorary 
Secretary. 

1. Resolved — That the Honorary Secretary write to the Secretary, U. P. A. 
S. 1.. to point out that, as Reuter’s Agency seem disinclined to meet our views 
with regard to quoting East India B. coffee, each District Association be 
invited to join in paying for quotations from Iteiiter, and if that be not feasible, 
that Messrs, J. C. Saunderson be invited to quote rates. In the opinion of this 
association a bi-weekly quotation will be sufticient, and the total cost for the 
same should not exceed Rs.200, -meanwhile we suggest that the Secretary, 
U. P. A. S. I. write to Router’s Agency, Madras, and enquire their rates. 

2. Resolved — That the Honorary Secretary' address the Superintendent 
of Police, Salem, quoting Section 10 of the Coffee Stealing Prevention Act Vlll., 
of 1878, and asking whether he would be good enough to prosecute all those 
who carry coffee by different roads to those by which they are directed to 
travel, when the explicit direction of route is mentioned on the coffee passes. 

8. Proposed by Mr, G. Turner, seconded by Mr. C. Rahm : “ That members 
be invited to mention the name of the Chetty to whom they sell coffee when 
they send in their quotations of prices obtained to the Honorary Secretary.’*^ 
Carried by 5 — 2. 


Prksknt on Monday, November 11th, 1907 : — Messrs, F. D. Short, C. 
Dickins, C. G. Lechler, J. C. Large and B. Cayley, Honorary Secretary. 

1 Resolved , — That the Honorary Secretary be requested to address the 
Collector and District Magistrate, Salem, with reference to punishment on 
conviction in cases of coffee theR, and to ask him whether a punishment of 
fine as. well as imprisonment cannot be inflicted, and if half the fine cannot 
be given to the Police concerned as is done in Abkari cases. 

2 Resolved --Tbsit the minute drawn up by the Honorary Secretary re Police 
arrangements for the crop season 1907-08 be printed and circulated with the 
proceedings of the two Committee Meetings of October 17th and November 
11th, 1907. 

3. Resolved — That the Honorary, Secretary be reqqested to address the 
Secretary, U. P. A. S. I., pointing out the great advantage that would accrue 
if all planting districts were to adopt a system of compulsory passes for the 
removal of coffee, printed by Government and issued by the Tahsildar or nearest 
Magistrate. Section X. of Act VIH of 1878 does not prescribe any particular 
form, which is at present very varied. The Shevaroy Planters’ Association 
desire to obtain the views of other associations as to the practica'ulity of some 
such scheme as above suggested. 

(Signed) Bkknaud Cayley, 

Chairman and Honorary Secretary, 
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INDIAN TEA A aSOCIATION, Calcutta. 

Extracts from Abstract of the Proceedings of a Meeting of the General 
Committee, lield on the 12th November, 1907. 

Correspondence with the Indian Tea Associrtiionj {London). — Letters of 
I8th aud' 25th October,. from the Secretary* to the Indian Tea Association, 
L9n(}on, which had been circulated, were brought up lor final consideration and 
dispp^>tl • • • 

{]bX Jdussian Import Duty on Tea. — Sir James Buckingham writes tliatthe 
. ^.Geylouand Indian Tea . Associations in London and the Tea Buyers^ 

. Association have addressed the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 

, , , urging that Government should make a representation to the Russian 

, Administration on the serious handicap imposed on British-grown teas 
[ by the Heavy duty they have to pay on entering Russia as compared 
with that levied on teas of non-British origin. 

. .Monthly Figures of Manufactured Tea. — The following resolution was 

passed by the London Committee at their meeting on 7th October: — 

“It was agreed that the Secretary should interview the Chief Agency Houses 
and Proprietors, with a view to asking for a monthly return of the 
amount of tea made. The return to be given, in confidence, to the 
Secretary, who would circulate to members the aggregate received only. 

“ The Calcutta Association will be asked to obtain a similar statement 
from Companies and Estates not represented in London. It is 
hoped, therefore, that a reliable return of the Northern India outturn 
will be, monthly, available at this office.’’ 

Sir James Buckingham had interviewed most of the tea agency houses in 
London, and these were agreeable to furnish him with the figures desired. A 
list of those who complied with his request would be sent out to Calcutta, and 
he would ask the General Committee to obtain for him the figures relating 
10 those gardens worked entirely from Calcutta, returns for which he cannot 
got in London. 

The General Committee w’ere of opinion that there were difficulties in the 
way of Sir James Buckingham's suggestion. The figures of practically all 
European concerns could perhaps be obtained from the London agents, but 
it would be, they thought, impossible to get accurate figures from native 
gardens here, and this, they feared, would greatly detract from the value of 
the information. 

('/) Assistant Scientific Officer. — Before Dr. Mann went Home in June last, 
it was arranged that he shouhl co-operate with Sir James Buckingham 
in obtaining an Assistant Officer for the Scientific Department. Dr. 
G. D. Hope has now been appointed, and is expected to arrive here in 
the early part of the year. Dr. Hope has the B. Sc. Degree of Liver- 
pool and Victoria Universities, and the Ph. D. Degree of HalL Univer- 
sity. Latterly he has been Assistant Lecturer in Organic Chemistry 
at Liverpool University. . . . 

Photographs of Tea. — Reference was last made to this matter in the Pro- 
ceedings of the Meeting of 9th July. The British Consul at Chicago had, in a 
letter addressed to the Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam, asked to be 
supplied with objects illustrative of British industries to make a permanent 
reference collection in connection with the Municipal Museum at Chicago, and 
Government had referred to the Tea Cess Committee to know whether they 
would be prepared to supply a set of photographs, illustrating the cultivation 
and manufacture, of tea, to be forwarded to Chicago. The Cess Committee 
had, in turn, asked the General Committee if they would consent to a selection 
being made for this purpose from a set of photographs which was procured for 
the bt. Louis Exhibition. 

Some considei’able correspondence has taken place ; . . . from this it ap- 
lieared that a set of photographs taken by Mr. Fritz Kapp, Photographer, 
I)acca, would be obtainable at a cost of Rs 50 for twenty-four views. The 
original cost of the view's belonging to the Association was lls.20 each^ and 
after discussion the General Committed decided to recohiinend to the Tea 
Cess Ck>mmittee the purchase of a set of Mr. Kapp’s photographs. 
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PliANTERS’ ASSOCIATION OF CEYLON. 

A general meeting of the Ceylpn Planters’ Association was held on Nov'ember 
Ist, at the Ferguson Memorial Hall, Kandy. Mr. J. R. Martin, ChajrnL'in, 
presided. 

The Chairman’s Review 

Inter alia, the Chairman, who, on* rising, was reeeived with cheers, said; 
The position of your various industries is highly satisfactory. Tea will 
perhaps give a record crop, and in spite of that the prices of our leaf 
place the industry in a satisfactory condition— perhaps the most satisfac- 
tory annual outlook it has yet enjoyed. A study of the figures points 
to the fact that consumption has probably caught up production, and that 
these prices — more or less — may be looked for for some time to come 
and that we have perhaps said g^d-bye to the hard times which 
planters have endured with such patience and fortitude. Cocoanuts con- 
tinue exceedingly satisfactory. Cocoa is in the highly satisfactory postion 
of yieldhig the largest crop on recprd by several thousands of hun* 
dredweights and commanding prices which take us back to the golden days 
of the inauguration of the enterprise. Here again an examination of the 
figures points U> the fact that these good prices may be looked for for some 
time to come, and the increased export is the most eloquent testimony that 
can be given to tlie highly satisfsictory agricultural position oi the product, 
and proves that in the struggle with disease, which at one time was looming 
seriously, cocoa has emerged victorious. (Hear, hear.) Turning to rubber — 
the product which now gets so much attention — our position in Ceylon is 
thoroughly sound. The growth of our trees is good ; our estates, generally 
speaking, are in good order. There is little or no disease, and the yield, so far 
as we have gone, fully bears out the figures on which we originally based our 
estimates. There has recently been a fall in prices. Where buyers live from 
hand to mouth, as is the case in the rubber market, a small increase in 
supply is bound to cause* a fall in prices. There has been an increase in 
the production of rubber, but in the opinion of those best fitted to judge 
the ratio of that increase will not be continued,' and, as far as we can 
see, there is reason to expect good prices for rubber for some years to come. 
But, gentlemen, now is the time, when prices and crops are good, to fully 
equip your estates and put them in as sound a position as regards labour as 
possible, so that when the struggle comes, as sooner or later it will come, 
Ceylon may be in a position to produce rubber at a rate that will out distance 
any other country or even any attempts at artificial substitutes. (Cheers.) 
You see, I have seen the giant China tea fall before the attacks of the Ceylon 
planter. 1 have no doubt that when we have to enter into final grips with 
wild rubber, we shall emerge from the contest victorious. It is this 
knowledge, that there is in Ceylon a latent force that has the power to 
produce a profit, a handsome profit, when other countries might fail to make 
any profit at all ; it is this fact that is causing the keenest business men to turn 
to our island a$ the safest and soundest field for investment. The work of the 
Thirty Committee has continued on previous lines. I cannot say that I am 
impressed with the campaign on the continent of Europe. Mr. Renton has 
worked enthusiastically and hard, but in my opinion, and I am simply 
giving my persona) opinion, the field is too great and the resources atnis 
disposal are too small for him to make any appreciable result. On the other 
hand, although in America we have experienced a temporary setback, it may, 

I think, be accounted for by the present prices. I look upon the progress as 
highly satisfactory. [ have heard in ways quite unconnected with this 
Association, and from men who did not know 1 had anything to do with it, the 
information that tea is now to be found in parts of America where it was not 
known but a very few years ago. We w'ul have in hand at the end of the 
next year sufficient money to carry on the campaign in a modified form up to 
the end of 1909. It is fer you, gentlemen, to say whether we shall continue 
our Commi-ssioner’s efforts on the continent of Europe, or devote our entire 
efforts to prosecute the basines.^ opening that apparently awaits us in America., 
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The tea cess is to be abolished at the end of next year, and perhaps, as far as 
the tea cess itself is concerned, it may be laid aside like a trusted weapon 
which has served its owner well and has become perhaps rather obsolete, but 
I should be sorry to see the principle of cess abandoned. It may serve us in 
many another way, and I think perhaps labour is one of them. . . . The 
supply of Tamil coolies to this island is declining. The figures in the recent 
number of the “ Government Gazette’* show the number of arrivals in the 
island as 18,615, and departures 20,098, as against 42,685 arrivals and 22,826 
departures average for the corresponding quarters of the last nine years. 
That means that the average for the quarter ending the 30th September 
last was 24,000 behind the average for the last nine years as regards the influx 
of Tamil coolies, and only 2,000 behind as regards the departures of coolies 
from the island. That, gentlemen, is a matter for very serious consideration. 
We know that other countries are offering inducements greater than we do , 
and are bidding for our labour in the labour markets we have hitherto looked 
upon as our own. I attribute this falling off in the supply of cooly labour to 
the coolies being offered higher pay and better prospects elsewhere. It is for 
us to try and harnin r out some system by which we can enter into competi- 
tion with foreign countries without entering into competition between our- 
selves. The question is very largely a low-country one. In the low-country 
many thousands of acres have been opened in rubber, and the labour available 
for that acreage is insufficient. It is quite a common thing to see Sinhalese 
and Tamils at work in the same field. The Sinhalese man receives 50 cents, and 
the Tamil receives 38 or 85 cents a day. The Tamil is by far the better worker 
of the two and the more reliable man. How long, gentlemen, is the Tamil 
going to stand it ; how long is the low-country planter going to 
stand it Hitherto he has behaved with the utmost loyalty to 
his up-couutry brother, in not raising the rates of coolies but, it is 
obviously anything but good business for him, and it would be better 
for him to pay the Tamil 50 cents a day and bring him up to the 
level of the Sinhalese. He would then have obtained a reliable labour force, 
and his work would still be more cheaply done. That is the position that 
faces us. That is the position we must continue to experience unless we find 
some method of counteracting this war of rates that is about to take place. 
To-day at the Committee 1 advanced a suggestion ; I put it merely as a sug- 
gestion, merely as a step towards making Ceylon as popular as it was before 
with coolies. It is that coolies should be brought into Ceylon free and brought 
to the estate free. This, I think, may fairly be met by a small cess on all 
planting produce. We may want some small alteration in the Labour 
Ordinance. That would probably not be very hard to get, but I do not think 
there is any great difficulty in hammering out a system by which a cooly can 
take his tin ticket from Trichinopoly, and be landed on the estate free of 
.charge. I put the suggestion before the Committee this morning. The Com- 
mittee sent it to the labour special Committee, who will consider it at once, 
4ind will report to the General Committee in January. The Committee will 
report not only on this but other subjects, if they think fit, which will be of 
advantage to our labour force, and if the General Committee approve of their 
recommendations, I hope to see this idea put through by our next meeting in 
February. ... I think the time has now arrived when we might again 
bring forward the proposal which was once before brought forward, that of 
having an additional planting member to represent the low-country, and 
when I say a planting member I mean a member who would repesent all races 
who are planters of any description of product. There has been a draft Ordi- 
nance submitted to us for the protection of rubber. So far as I have been 
.able to look into it, it is a very excellent Ordinance and should meet with our 
support. I may say that it follows the lines very closely of the Cocoa Ordi- 
nance, and we are reaping the benefit of the struggle which the cocoa planters 
made for that produce, which resulted in the very satisfactory Ordinance being 
passed which now exists, and which has proved that special legislation can be 
given for the protection of any produce without interfering with the rights of 
.any honest man. 
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RUBBER. 

Rubber in Queensland. 

In the coarse of his report on the Kamerunga State Nursery, Cairns,. 
Queensland, for the season 1906*07, Mr. Howard Newport, Instructor in 
Tropical Agriculture, says : — 

The species of rubber-producing plants of the better varieties now under 
cultivation are : — 

The Rubber (Hevea brasiliensis.) 

Central American Rubber (Castilloa elastica.) 

Kambong or Assam (Ficus elastica.) 

Ceara Rubber (Manihot glaziovii.) 

African Rubber (Funtumia elastica.) 

Manicoba Rubber (Manihot sp.) 

New Guinea Rubber (Ficus rigo). 

Other small plants, more or less rubber-producing, might be mentioned,^ 
but require considerable further experiment before it can be shown that they 
are likely to be of use to the country. Those above mentioned have attained 
maturity. The Ceara Rubber has only been spasmodically tapped. While 
young, i.e., under ten years or so— experiments have been unsatisfactory, 
but as they increase in years the flow of latex, or milky sap-like exudation 
that contains the rubber, seems to increase, and to flow for a longer period 
after the bark is cut. On the Rambong trees experiments have indicated that, 
with cultivation, a size may be obtained rendering it both possible and worth 
while to commence tapping operations at nine years or so of age, and 
possible earlier, in this country. 

The large trees here are some sixteen years of age, and will give as much 
as 51b. of dry rubber per annum. The Castilloa rubbers are now over six 
years of age, and are rubber-yielding, but want of time and staff has prevented 
any regular experiments in tapping and treating the latex of these. It is 
hoped that this season the staff will be suflBciently increased to admit of the 
working of all these rubbers, the more especially as it is amply shown that 
they will thrive, live, and attain a tappable size at an early age under the 
climatic and soil conditions obtaining in tropical Queensland. This work, 
however, to be prOperly done, requires the undivided attention of an officer 
at the same time of day — the morning by preference — regularly for a consi- 
derable period. Any discontinuance might create a break in the W'ork 
that would involve starting afresh ; nor with such work, in which exact and 
careful record must be kept, can any casual hand or labourer be employed. 

As indicated last year, this season, as far as it was possible, tapping opera- 
tions were systematically carried out on the small plantations of Para rubber- 
trees which are now eight years old. The growth of these trees, owing to the 
indifferent soil of the nursery, and coupled with the fact that they experienced 
seasons of drought that was do detrimental to agriculture in the State 
generally, is by no means remarkable, and indeed, such as could not readily 
be exceeded by private growers. For these reasons I am of opinion that 
equally good results could be obtained from trees at least one year younger in 
selected localities and on better soil. 

These tapping experiments were carried out by myself and the office 
assistant under my direction, and were commenced about the middle of 
February ; but, by the middle of May, owing to pressure of office work and 
the necessity of my being away on lecturing tours, inspecting, or attending 
shows, ete., it had to be discontinued. 

These first tapping operations were carried out under certain difficulties 
also, due to the absence of many of the requisite appliances, interruptions by 
visitors, etc., but, . . . were, on the whole veiw satisfactory. . . . Okit of ten 
trees tapped seven different methods were tried. This, coupled with the fact 
that the biscuit of each separate tapping of each separate tree for purposes of 
experitisent had to be separately coagulated, matured, marked, and labelledr 
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prevented any possibility of recording time, and, therefore cost of collecting. 
The first tappings, moreover, seldom produce as large a flow as of latex 
as later ones, owing to the absence of wound response in the early cuttings. 
Had it been possible to continue the experiment until at least 90 or 100 cuts 
per tree had been made, the average would have been noticeably higher. 
Tapping was commenced on the 19th February, when three trees were tapped 
— No. 2, by the double spir.il method ; No. 4, by the herring-bone (eight arms) ; 
and No. 24, by one V — shaped cut, which was extended to 0 Vs. As these 
were extended other trees were tapped — viz ; No. 30, one V, afterwards 
increased to five, on the 20th February ; No 43, (single spiral), on the 26th 
February ; No. 52, (double spiral), on the 26th February ; No. 45, (herring-bone, 
eight arms), on the 26th February, No. 53, (herring-bone, seven arms), 26th 
February; No. 61, (single spiral) 9th April ; and last of all. No. 1, (on the 
19th April), which was tapped by two half-herring-bones with five rows on 
each. 

The best results were obtained from No. 24, — viz.^ 20J oz. dry rubber — 
which would have been much more if five V cuts instead of one had been made 
at first. The next was No. 2, with 19^ oz.,thon No. 45, with \5i oz., No. 30, 
with 18 oz., No 53 with 12^ oz., and No. 4, llj oz. The smallest quantity 
obtained was 5 oz., from No. 61 ; this tree, however was not tapped until the 
19th of April. The total amount of rubber obtained was 71b. 8 J oz., for an 
average of 41^ tappings or cuts per tree, representing — at six days per week— 
about seven weeks’ continuous tapping, or since the usual time to continue 
tapping trees is three months, about one half-season's work ; for one whole 
season at the same rate 15lh of rubber would, therefore, have been produced 
from the ten trees, or 3001b. per acre of 200 trees, representing a return (at 
fis. per lb.) of J£75 per acre in the eighth year. 

The best method of tapping would seem to be the double spiral — i.tf., two 
cuts running parallel round the tree from some 5 or 6 feet up the stem to the 
base— for, although No, 24 with five Vs. gave the best results No, 2 double 
spiral, which is not such a large tree, gave, with nearly as good a total, 50 
per cent, less scrap. The herring-bone method comes next in order of advant- 
age. Other methods have yet to be proved, but it would seem difficult to 
improve on the double spiral, for, besides being easier of operation, drip- tins 
can be used, which, placed at the top, furnishes a small but constant stream of 
water, preventing coagulation of the latex on the cut in the form of scrap 
rubber that takes a long time to collect, but which must be removed to enable 
subsequent cutting to be done. 

During these experiments it has been noticed that in dry weather the latex 
coagulates in the cut, forming this scrap rubber very quickly, botli preventing 
the full flow and retarding subsequent tapping, especially if the tapping is done 
late in the morning. In dry weather also cuts higher up the stem give less 
latex than those low down, the flow from which latter was apparently not 
much affected by the weather or time of day. 

Some of the trees started with a good flow, which went off, though not stop- 
ping entirely, after ten or twelve cuttings, but increased again subsequently. 
This was noticeably so with Nos. 4, 24, 30, 43, and 52. The rest kept a more 
even flow, and all were flowing far better at the time the experiments had to 
be discontinued than at any previous time. 

The rubber from the various tree.s differed a great deal in appearance, some 
being very pale (as No. 1), some dark No. 30), aad some of a medium amber 
colour (Nos. 2 and 24) ; some also seemed more sticky than that from other 
trees, and took longer to coagulate. The latices also differed at first, that 
from trees Nos. 2 and 43 bein^ of a creamy colour the rest being pure white, 
hut after a week or two the colour of the latex was noticeably more uniform. 

In coagulating the latex several methods were tried. Natural coagulation 
in pans was found to take one to three days, and, in wet weather, to 
encourage mould and mildew ; if water was mixed with the latex it took even 
longer. When acetic acid was added, coagulation t(X)k place in four or five,. 
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to ten hours, particularly if the atmosphere was dry. Coagulation by means 
of churning took place in fifteen to twenty mintites with acid added, and 
seemed thorough and in every way satisfactory. The churn used was a small 
glass one, holding about one quart of latex and water. The drying of the 
resulting biscuits was troll hlesoine until a small set of ordinary “wringer’’ 
rollers was obtained, after being washed and passed through which, the 
biscuits w'ere readily matured in wire trays in a dark place and dry, or even 
smoky atmosphere. Some good samples of clear, clean, amber-coloured 
biscuit rubber were obtained. There is not enough yet to test a market with, 
and it is being used for exhibitions and illustrations. During the coming 
season it is hoped this useful work may be materially extended, and it is 
coutidently anticipated even better results will be obtained. 

Some new apparatus has been obtained, including tapping-knives, drip-tins, 
larger coagulating pans, etc. 

On the whole, and under i.he circumstances, the Para rubber- trees )iavo 
yielded very well indeed, and the experiments indicate that in rubber culture 
may be found an industry suited at the same time to our climate, doils, and 
conditions of labour in tropical Queensland. 

The demand for Para rubber-trees and seed this season has quite exhauste<l 
the supply. Owing to windy weather experienced in January last a large 
proportion of the seed crop, was, unfortunately, lost by being blown off before 
mature. Of other varieties the following are available : — 

Rambong or Assam Rubber (Kicus elastica), about 50 plants. 

African Rubber (Funtuinia elaatica), about 60 plants. 

Central American Rubber (Castilloa elastics), about 280 plants. 
Maniciba Rubber (Manihot sp.), about 20 plants. 

Ceara Rubber (Manihot glaziovii), seed in quantity. 

Experiments in Rubber Tapping at Henaratgoda. 

By. .J. C. Willis. 

The following experiments are now being put in hand on the rubber planta- 
tions at Henaratgoda, under the supervision of the Director, Royal Botanic 
Gardens, and the Government Chemist. 

1. To determine whether the caoutchouc is developed at the place where it 
is tapped from the tree. Trees are being ringed, and half- ringed, at distances 
of a foot, and all the milk removed, to determine whether new rubber is 
formed between the rings. Of course this experiment may not be conclusive, 
but should new rubber be formed between the rings, it will be so to some 
extent. 

2. Trees tapped from below upwards, are tested against trees of same size 
tapped from above downwards, to determine whether the former method is 
worth the extra trouble. 

8. Trees are being tapped by large V$, at the base, for comparison with 
those fully tapped to 5 or 6 feet up. 

4. The amount of latex, and the proportion of rubber in it, are being care- 
fully determined for various systems of tapping and frequencies of tapping. 

5. The rate of root-growth is being tested. 

6. It is being detennined whether the dow of latex cannot be increased by 
watering the tree one, two, three, or four days before tapping. 

7. The exact difference between tapping to the left and tapping to the 
right is being tested, it being already known that a considerable difference 
exists. 

Several other experiments are also being started. The tapping of the trees 
for these experiments will in general take place in the early mornings, and 
Anyone wishing to see it mav visit the garden by staying overnight at the 
Resthouse. It must be clearly understood that me figures showing results 
will not be open to inspection until publised at the close of the experiments. 
— Tropical AgriciUturist. 
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TEA. 

The China Tea Trade. 

In the course of his report on the Foreign Trade of ‘China for the year 190C, 
Sir Alexander Hosie, Acting Cpinniereial Attache to the British Legation at 
Peking, says : — As in the case of silk, the wet and cold spring of 1906 had an 
injurious effect in the tea districts of China. At Hankow the market opened 
late owing to the backward season and to instructions issued by the Tea Guihl 
that no‘ teas were to be placed on the market until the whole crop had actually 
arrived in the port. This action was taken in order to put a stop to disputes 
which have been of frequent occurrence between buyers and sellers consequent 
on false musters, and the new system has worked well. The supplies of Hankow 
and Kiukiang leaf were short. The choicest carefully prepared chops of 
Hankow teas realised higher piices than in 1905, and the quality of Ichang 
chops was excellent. The supplies at Foochow were in excess of the previous 
year, but Congou and Oolong were less. Tlie latter, whose market is the 
United States, is said to be a vanishing quantity owing to the stringency of 
the American Customs Regulations in tne matter of dust and colour of in- 
fusion. The export of Tea from Canton was 200,000 lbs. ahead of 1905, but the 
whole export was only 850,000lhs. 

The total output of tea from China to Foreign countries in 1906, amounted 
to 187,217, 0671b8., valued at 26,629,680 Haikuan tae ls (Je4.882, 793). In 1905 
the export was I82,578.0651bs., of the value of 25,545,052 Haikuan taels 
(J£8,827,450), so that there was to all appearances an increa.sed expoii; of 
4,644,002 lbs. anti an increased value in silver of 1,088,978 Haikuan 
taels and in gold of X‘555,848. In this any indication of a possible 
revival of the China tea trade > X think not. An examination of 
the export shows that, while black leaf increased by 514,998 lbs., it was 
nearly 18 pe** cent. nn<1er the aveiage export of the previous five years, and 
that green tea decreased 4,698,78811)8 as compared with 1905. On the 
other hand the increase in the export of brick and tablet tea was 
9,69().2671bs., from 69,780,9821bs. in 1905 to 79,47L201lbs. in 1906. The 
export of dust fell off by 867,467 lbs. and amounted to only 84,988 lbs., 
an indication that it was nearly all required for the manufacture of brick tea. 
Russia is now’ China’s best customer, taking the wliole of the brick and tablet 
tea with the exception of what is conveyed to Kalgan for consumption in 
Mongolia, and 46,066,8001bs, of the whole leaf export of 107,7 10, OSBlbs. The 
consumption of China tea in the United States is steadily on the wane ; 
although the customs return give an export direct to the United Kingdom of 
11,636,00011)8. in 1906, the actual amount that went into conisumption was 
only 5,671,1211bs., or about 2*1 per cent, of the whole quantity of tea 
consumed in the United Kingdom, as compared with 2*5 per cent, in 1905, 
and 4*3 per cent, in 1904. 

In 1905, India, Ceylon and Java sent 4,906,8001b8. of tea, mostly dust, for 
blending with China teas, principally in the manufacture of brick and tablet 
tea ; in 1906 they sent 8,767, 200lb8.. an 'increase of 8,860,4001bs., and if, as I im- 
agine, this blend on export is classed as China tea the increase of 4,644,0011bs. 
on the whole export of tea from China is due almost entirely to this cause. In 
1006, Hankow alone exported as much as 7,847,0661bs. of India. Ceylon and 
Java tea dust blended with brick and tablet tea : Kiukiang, which is another 
brick-tea niaiiufacturing centre, imported 262,800 lbs. of Ceylon dust, but the 
customs returns of that port are silent as to the quantity exported. The Con- 
sular report for Foochow, the third brick-tea centre, makes ho reference to im- 
port or export, and the customs return.s for that port . have not yeb been is- 
sued. 

There can be no doubt that good China tea is the best tea in the world from 
a hygienic point of view. It contains much less tannin than other teas, 
and is more suited for invalids and those w'ho are not favoured with good 
digestions. 
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OFFICIAL PAPERS 

Rubber Land In Mysore. 

Proceedings of the Government of Hie Highness the Maharaja of Mysore^ 

* Forest^ dated HOth October 19()7, 

Brad — 

Letter from Mr. L. P. Kent, received on the 16tb September 1907, request- 
ino: that the Kel<?ane Udave Sandal reserve in the jOhikmas^alnr Taluk, may 
be granted to him for coflfee cultivation with the concessions originally pro- 
posed to be shown to him in 1898. 

No. R 2719-21 — Fts. 71-07-2, Dated Bangalour, 30th October 1907. 

Order thereon : — The tract in question comprises Survey Nos. 50, 67 and 
69 of Kelgane with an extent of 124 acres and 25 guntas, and was formed lu 
1889 into a sandal reserve by the Forest Department on the recommendation 
of Mr. Meiklejohn, the then Deputy Commissioner of the Kadur District, who, 
on an inspection of the spot, was impressed with the benefits likely to result 
from such a course. In September 1895 the tract was also constituted a State 
Forest under Government Notification No. 2574 — Ft. 141, dated the 4thiidem. 

2. In 1898 Mr. Kent applied for the grant of the land in question to him at 
an upsetj price of Rs.60 per acre for coffee cultivation. Government sanc- 
tioned the sale of Survey Nos. 50 and 65 by public auction in . . . April 1898, 
and ordered that a careful enumeration of tlie sandal trees should be made 
and a mutchalika taken from the purchaser binding him not to interfere with 
any sandal trees that might already be growing on the lands or that might 
grow in future and with any existing rights of way over them. Survey No. 69, 
which was originally a gomal and on which the raiyats of Kumbaia- 
halli, a hamlet attached to Kelgane. claimed a right of way, was also 
ordered to be restored as village gonial subject to its being other- 
wise disjK)sed of thereafter, jf deemed desirable. The lands were on that 
account disafforested. . . . Mr, Kent subsequently stated in his letter, dated 
2nd June 1898 that he was not willing to pay more than Bs.40 per acre if only 
Survey NovS. 50 and 67 were given to him, as unless Survey No. 69 was grante<l 
along with them, they would by themselves form too small an estate. Govern- 
ment therefore directed that Survey No. 69 also might be given to him along 
with Survey Nos. 50 and 67, overruling the objection of the raiyats, who 
wanted it to be reserved as gomal. Later on, in October 1899. Mr. Kent again 
changed his mind and stated that the price of Rs.60 per acre which he had first 
offered was a ridiculously high rate and as the lands had been disafforested 
and classed as coffee kharab. offered to take up survey !iumbers 60 and 67 if 
put t«3 auction with the usual reserve price of Bs.lO an acre. He also stated 
that he did not require Survey No. 69. The Deputy Commissioner without 
further specific instructions from Government upon the revised proposals of 
Mr. Kent, sold the lands. Survey Nos. 50 and 67 by auction, when Mr. Kent 
was rhe only bidder, and his bid was Rs.760 for the lands. 

8. In view of the changed attitude of Mr. Kent, and the fact that the price 
realized did not even cover the amount spent by Government on the sandal 
plantation, Government declined to confirm the sale, and directed that the 
tract comprising the three survey numbers should be maintained as a sandal 
reserve. This was accordingly declared in Government Notification . . . 

4. Mr. Kent now, renews his application and expresses regret for not hav- 
ing availed himself of the concessions offered to him in 1898. He prays that 
they may be repeated, and that he may be permitted to take up the lands again 
under the same conditions as were formerly laid down. The Conservator of 
Forests, who has personally inspected the spot, is strongly of opinion that the 
tract in question is too valuable a sandal reserve to be given out for cultiva- 
tion, ana therefore objects to the grant. Government agree with him that, 
in consideration of the large number of valuable sandal trees already existing 
on the land, and the scope which exists for the improvement of their growth 
therein*, it is undesirable to grant the lands for cultivation. They therefore 
regret that they cannot accede to Mr. Kent’s request. 

C. S. Balasundaram Iter, 

' Ofg. Secy, to Oovt, Gen. d Rev. Depts, 





The Planters’ Chronicle. 

flECOQHISED AS TH£ OFHCUL OBMM Of T HE U. P, ». S. I., INCORPORATED. 

VoL. W.] January 1908. |‘No. 12, 


THE U. P. A. S. I. 

(iNtJORVORATED.) 

Solentlfie Oflloei* Scheme. 

At a ineetinj: of the South Mysore Planters' Association, hold on tlie 18th 
November at Balehonnur, the following resolution was passed : — 

Kesolved that the Secretary of the U. P. A. S. 1. be informed that this 
Assoc'iatioii leaves the selection of a suitable otlicer in the hands of the 
executive of the U- P. A. S- 1. That a subscription list will be circulated 
amongst members of the pla»iting community, asking them what aiiioimt 
they are prepared to guarantee for 8 3 ’ears, and the results connmini- 
cated, *’ 

A subscription list circulated in the room, resulted in lls.315 per anniink 
being guaranteed for 3 years. 

Emigration to the Straits Settlements. 

In Order No,8tj5, Public, dated 18th November 1907, the Oovernment of 
Madras observe 

It has been brought to the notice of Government that printed circulars 
advertising the Straits Settlements as a field for labour for Indian 
('.ooUes are displayed in Post Offices, Deputv Tahsildars’ offices and other 
public buildings in many districts. The intention of Governnioit in 
their various orders requesting Collectors and tlistrict officers to afford 
the emigration agent of the Straits Settlements Government in India 
such ahsistance as may be found possible, was that district officers should 
give the agent such help as lay in their power in obtaining food supplies 
or means of locomotion and such matters, and that no needless or 
improper obstacles should be placed in his way in procuring recruits. 
It is not the intention of Govermuent that special official assistance 
should be given to any particular recruiting agency, or that emigration 
to any particular locality should he specially encouraged. The exhibi- 
tion of posters in ])ublic offices is likely to he believed by ignorant 
person to indicate that the Government accord special ^probation to 
emigration to t*^e Straits Settlements, and complaints have been 
received that they are so regarded. The Postmaster-General, Madras 
and all Collectors will be requested to issue orders that circulars of the 
nature referred to should not be displayed in public buildings. 

The Antl-Tea-Duty League. 

Writing on the 22nd November 1907, the Secretary to the above League 
says : — 

It will no doubt interest you to know that we opened our campaign with 
a poster display at Nuneaton last week, where 31 r. Asquith spoke, and 
for this purpose we made use of one of last year's ixjsters of which we 
have a few in hand, and which happened to be particularly appropriate 
to the occasion. 

I am sending you a couple of copies of this poster iii the hope that they 
may be of interest and may influence subscriptions, wliioh we are sadly 



314 


THE PLANTEB8’ CHRONICLE. 

ill need of. We have also an entirely new series of posters in the hands 
of the printers, with which we intend to post London generally for » 
months previous to the next Budget, and 1 will also send you specimens 
of these when they are ready. 

The specimen poster (‘alls for no special comment. • 

Vyiam dk Co.’s Tea Soheme. 

Messrs. Mjiam & Co., of 76, Tliumboo Clietty Street, Madras, wrote recently 
that they were starting regular travelling business from the 15th December, 
1907. They request hearty support from the U. P. A. S. 1. and District 
Planters’ Associations. 

Abyaaifiian Coffee. 

All recipients of Abyssinian Seed, distributed some months ago by the 
Governments of Madras and Mysore are retiuested to kindly report to their 
resj^ectivc District Associations the results of the sowing of such seed. The 
Madras Government expressed a desire for information of this kind, anS it is 
advisable that it should be as complete as possible. 

Tho Planters’ Assoolation of Malaya. 

In a letter dated tho 7th December the Secreiary to the Plant‘*r8’ Associa- 
tion of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur, remarked : — 

1 beg to inform you that the United Planters' Association has been dis- 
solved as from the 1. St instant, and that this Association has taken its 
place and enlarged its scope, as constituted on the 8ani(‘ day. 

I would add that this Association is thoroughly representative of all 
Planting Interests throughout tho Peninsula, consisting .is it does of 
Delegates from the following Braiurh Associations:—- 
The Malaya Peninsula .Agricultural Association, Penang. 

The Peraiv Planters' Association, Tpoh. 

The K. Selangor District Planters’ Association, K. Selangor. 

The Kapar „ ,, „ Gvaixw. 

The Klang „ „ Klang, 

The K. I.angat ., ,, .» .Ingra 

The Batu Tiga „ „ ,, Batu Tiga. 

The K. Lumpur „ „ „ K. Lumpur. 

The Negri Somhilan Planters’ Association, Seromban. 

The Malacca Planters’ Association, Malacca. 

The Planters’ Association of Johore, Johore ]lahrii. 

Before long, a Planters’ Association of Pahang, which 1 understand is in 
course of formation, will also join, thus making the representation of 
every district of British Malaya on this Council complete. 

Trusting that our pleasant relations in the past may, if anything, be 
enhanced by the change, and assuring you of our hearty co-operation 
in any matter affecting our mutual interests. 

FInanoes. 

Dealing with a letter from the U. P. A. S I., asking in according 'with a 
resolution passed (in Committee) at the last annual meeting of the Association, 
for release from the obligation to pay K8.5,009 to any scheme that may be 
agreed upon as the result of deliberations regarding the appointment of a- 
Scientific Officer, the Mysore Government have passed the following order, 
No. 6811 Agricultural, 59-07-2, dated Bangalore, 18th December, 1907 : — 

A donation of Rs.o^OOO was granted to the United Planters’ Association 
of 'Southern India for representing the Mysore Coffee Industry at the 
Louisiana Purchase Exposition held at St. Louis in 1904. On a represent- 
ation made by the Association that the amount was not utilized for the 
purpose, that the Association intended to use the same to start an- 
Experimental Farm or undertake some other scheme beneficial to tho 
Coffee Indu8ity,.and that it had been lodged in the late firm of Messrs, 
"i^hutlinot A vo., the Association w as informed that the money whenr 
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realised might be utilised for such purposes as luay be decided on in 
the interests of planting industry. 

It is now represented tha4< in the circumstances of the insolvency of iSIessrs. 
Arbuthnot & Co., there is no likelihood of the amount being realized, and 
the Association request to be freed from the obligation above referred to. 

Under the circumstances, Government are pleased to relense the Associa- 
tion from the liability to spend the amount as original ly reed ufion. 

The hearty thanks of the Association for this very liberal concession have 
been tendered to the above (rovernment. 

Extradition ftom Ceylon. 

In a letter dated the 23rd ultimo the Honorary Secretary, Wynaad Planters’ 
Association, says : — 

“ At the last meeting of this Association I was asked to write you, 
asking the U. P. A. S. I. to take up the matter of Extradition from 
Ceylon in cases of Breach of Contract under Act 1. of 1903. 

Two cases have occurred lately in which extradition has been refused on 
the plea that it is at the discretion of the District Magistrate U» issue 
or refuse an extradition warrant according to whether he considers tlie 
offence sniftcientlj" grave or not. 

The following extract is from the Keport of the Ceylon Labour Commis- 
sioner for 1906, (see Year Book of Planters* Association. Ceylon). — 
L, C. page 17 : — 

“ One tiling they must hear in mind is that bolting from Ceylon with- 
out notice does not constitute an offence in India, warrants must be 
taken out in Ceylon, and sent over with a constable, when I would 
get them served.” 

“ Extradition for offence of Breach of Contract seems therefore practicable 
from India to Ceylon although we are refused it in the opposite case. 

Since th** matter wa.s brought up at the meeting, I hear proceedings 
should he taken under the Fugitive Offenders Act not Extradition Act, 
hut I have not a copy at present,” 

The Book of Praoeedinge, 1907. 

Errata. 

All recipients of the U. P. A. Book of Proceedings, 11K)7, are requested to 
note the following errata ; — 

page 44 line 11 from bottom, read “ w’ork lime” (not alum) “ into the soil.” 

page 48 line 6, for “ Mangalore-Hassan-Arsikere” read *• Mysore-Hassan- 
Arsikere.” 

Labour for Assam. 

A Press Note, dated Calcutta, the 10th December, 1907, states : — 

The Government of India have received the orders of His Majesty’s Secre- 
tary of State for India in regard to the action which should be taken on the 
recommendations made by the Assam Labour Enquiry Committee. A De- 
solution on the subject will be issued in due course. In the meantime, tJ\e 
Governments of Madras, Bengal and the United Provinces and the Honour- 
able the Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces have been requested to 
issue a Notitication under Section 91 of the Assam Labour and Emigration Act, 
tp give effect to the recommendations contained in paragraph 283 of the Com- 
mittee’s report in regard to recruitment by garden sardars. In accordance with 
the suggestions made by the Committee in paragraphs 247— 250 of their report 
the Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam have also been instructed to 
take steps for the issue of a Xotitication under Section 221 of the Actrwithdraw- 
ing from the labour districts Sections 118 — 121 and 195 — 1^, which provide for 
local labour contracts, and confer upon employers the right of arrest without 
wanant. 
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MEETINGS OF DISTRICT ASSOCIATIONS. 
South Mysore Planters* Association. 

Pro<joedings of a Special General Meeting of the South Mysore Planters’ 
Association, held in Saklasparon the6bh Ociober, 1907. 

Prese??t. — M essrs. J. G. H. Crawford (President), Chaldicot, J . G. Hamilton, 
T. limit, W. L Crawford. A. P. Park, F. Hamilton, C. K- Pittock, 
\V. L. Scholfield and R. F. Lamb (Honorary Secretary.) 

U. P. A S. I . — As a full account of the proceedings of the Annual Meeting 
of the U . P. A S. I. had been fully reported in the public press and elsewhere 
the delegates did not make any formal report, but the following matters of 
special interest were discussed. 

Araikere-Mauffalore BaUioay. — Mr. W. L. Crawford reported what had been 
said at the U. P. A. S. 1. meeting, and urged the Association strongly to cany 
the matter further as the time was so opportune for the construction of this- 
most ini ixirtant line. .After full discussion the follosving resolution proposed 
by Mr. J. G. Hamilton, and seconded by Mr. W. L. Scholfield, was unanimously 
carried:— 

That a deputation he sent to H. E. the Governor of Madras to strongly urge 
the construction of the Arsikere-Mangalore Railway, and that the North Mysore 
Planters’ Association be invited to co-operate. 

Scientific C. K. Pittock reported on what had transpired regard- 

ing the Scientific Ofiicer Scheme, and the Honorary Secretary laid before the 
meetin" the Madras Government’s reply t.> the Secretary of the U. P. A. S. 1. 
After the matter had been fully gone into it was agreed that, to tackle success- 
fully the work recpiived, the Scientific Officer should be primarily an Asricultural 
(3he‘mist, and it was desirable that he should have specialised in Mycology. 
The meeting further resolved that this Association’s subscription w'ould be as 
previously decided. 

Local Salen of Land,— Ur. A. K. Park reported on the irregularities that 
had taken plaee in connection with recent sales of land in the Hanbal Hobii, 
where the interests of neighbouring proprietors were wholly ignored. Survey 
No 111 of the Devalkarc Grama, llanhal Hobii, was given as a concrete case 
in point, and a letter from Mr. O. M. Playfair, endorsing Mr. Park’s complaint, 
was laid on the table The following resolution was projxised by Mr. Park, 
seconded by Mr. T. Hunt, and carried unanimously 

That the Ilonorarv Secretary be requested to apply to the Deputy Commis- 
sioner Hassan, on behalf of Mr R. H. Elliott for a full and searching en<iuiry 
as to recent sales of land in the Hanbal Hobii within the last few months, as 
rights of private. individuals have been purposely ignored, and Government has 
been deprived of its just revenue. 

Buhher Landn. — Mr. F. Hamilton called attention to the conditions the 
Government of Mysore sought to impose on all grants of land for the purpose 
of rubber cultivation, and after the matter had been discussed the Honorary 
Secretary was requested U» write for a copy of the Rubber Lands Title Deeds. 

Cheufarn, eic.— The Honorary Secretary laid on table various circulars 
fromthiel»ecvctary,D. P. A. S.I., and the Forest Department of the Govern- 
ment of Mysore. 

R. F. Lamb, 

Honorary Secretary ^ S. M. P.A. 
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North Mysore Planters’ Association. 

Proceedings of a General Meeting, held at the Balehonnur Club, on the 18th 

Novetnber, 1907. 

PRBSKNT. — Messrs. E. C. Bolton, C. Danvers, O. Scot-Skirving, H, G. Bonner, 
R. C. Poster, H. M. Northey, F. W. Might, A. F. Evetts, E. W. 
Foulke, 0. S. Crawford, R W. Freinlin, C. H. Browne, (Presi- 
dent), C. P. Reed, (Honorary Secretary). 

The President, in opening the meeting, reviewed, the position of the Associa- 
tion, and congratulated the members on its sound financial condition, and was 
^ble to report that 8 new estates had joined since last meeting, indicating, he 
considered, that Planters realised the necessity of unity. He eulogized the 
good work done by the Planters' Chronicle, which is sent gratis to all mem- 
bers, keeping them au courant with planting matters. 

Mr. 0. Scot-Skirving, the delegate to the U. P A. S. I., reported the action 
he had taken with regard to the subjects which were of interest to this Associa- 
tion. 

Propose<l from the chair : 

That a hearty vote of thanks be accorded to Mr. Scot-Skirving for so ably 
representing the Association, and for his instructive report. Carried anant- 
ino Italy, 

Mr. C Danvers, the delegate to the Mysore Representative Assembly, ex- 
plained at length what he had done with reference to the oO Yards Rules” 
and “ Government Forest Policy.” 

Proposed from the chair : 

That a cordial vote of thanks be accorded to Mr. C. Danvers for his most 
interesting report, and for the masterly way he bad represented the interests 
of the Association. Carried unanimoualy, 

/)() Yards Resolved that this Association regrets that Mr. Danvers at 

the Representative Assembly was unable to obtain the withdrawal of the 50 
Yards Rule, but in view of the fact that the Government appear to be aware of 
the difficulties of the situation is hopeful that a modus vivendi may be 
found. That the Honorary Secretary be requested to invite the Conservator 
of Forests to meet the Members of this Association to discuss the position. 

Scientific Officer . — Resolved that the Secretary of the U. P. A. S. I. be 
informed that this Association leaves the selection of a suitable officer in the 
hands of the executive of the U. P. A. S. I. That a subscription list will be 
circulated amongst members of the planting community, aslking them what 
amount they are prepared to guarantee for 8 years, and "the result communi- 
cated. 

A subscription list, circulated in the room, resulted in Rs.Hlo per annum 
being guaranteed for three years, 

hn]poundage of Carta , — Resolved that this .Association is not satisfied that 
justice was done in the Balehonnur riot case, but notes with satisfaction that 
the departmental enquiry held subsequently at the instance of the Deputy 
Commissioner resulted in the punishment of the petty officials implicated. 
Shoudd similar cases arise in the future the executive shall at their discretion 
engage legal assistance to watch the case on behalf of the Association. 

Bhoond Resolved that this Association is pleased to learn that steps 

are now being taken to put the Bhoond Ghat in efficient order ; the condition 
of this Qihki during the past year was absolutely dangerous for traffic. 

Ardur Bungalow , — Resolved that the Honorary Secretary write to the 
Deputy Commissioner, and represent the inoonvenienoe caused totbo public 
since the public bungalow at Ardur was demolished, and expressing a 
that the new building will be completed at an early date, and further to 
request that some furniture may be put in the new bungalow at Magoondy. 
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Resolved that the Honorary Secretafj' do write, and invite all planters in 
the district who are not members to join the Assobiation. 

Arnikere’ Mangalore Railway , — Resolved that the Honorary Secretary write 
to the S. M. P and assure them of the support of this Association. 

A hearty vote of thanks to the President and Honorary Secretary brought 
the meeting to a close. 

Wynaad Planteps* Assooiation. 

Meeting of 11th December, 1907, at Meppadi Club; 

Pabsknt. — M essrs, C. E. Abbott, H. Atzenwiler, D. Mackenzie, W. Mackinlay, 
B. Malcolm, S. H. Powell, Jnr., A. Trollope. H. B. Winter- 
bothain and H. Waddington, (Honorary Secretary.) 

Visitors. — Messrs. H. A. Beachcroft, J. B. Burnett and G. H, Welch- 
man. 

In the Chair. — Mr, C. E. Abbott. 

Proceedings of last meeting were confirmed. 

1813 — Sanitation, — Tne Association note with satisfaction that the Presi- 
dent of the Taluk Board has recommended the appointment of two sweepers 
at Meppadi, and trust that this will be carried out shortly. 

1814 — Roads.— Read letter from President of the District Board, with 
reference to increasing the width of tires on carts carrying heavy loads. The 
Association think that the limit of 2 candies in weight that should be carried 
in present type of country cart, is much too low, and that limit should be at 
least as high as one ton. 

1315 — Racrxuting and Emigration of Read G. O No. 865, Public, 

directing that no special facilities are to be given to any particular recruiting 
agency. 

1316 — Attesting of Contracts under Act I. of 1003. — Read letter from Hono- 
rary Secretary to Chief Secretary, Government, Fort St. George, asking that 
attesting Magistrates and iiiUihorities should keep record of Contracts executed 
before them. Approved. 

1317 — Subscription to the W P. A. — Mr Waddington gave notice, that in 
view of the necessity of increasing financial support to the U P. A. S. I., l^e 
would bring forward at next meeting, proposal to alter Rule VII. as follows : — 

“ The annual subscription, payable in advance, at or before the General 
Meeting, held each January, shall be Rs.l2 to meet the esjjpenses of the 
Assooiation, plus a cess, of 8 pies per acre under cultivation, to meefj the 
subscription to the U. P. A. S. I. Non-payment befpre the end of March 
shall debar members from voting or addressing a meeting until the 
subscription is paid/’ 

ISlS-^Records — ^The following members w’ere appointed a sub-committee 
to go through the accumulated papers belonging to the Association, iind destroy 
such as they considered unnecessary to keep longer : — 

Messrs. H. Atzenwiler, Af. Trollope and the Honorary Secretary. 

1819 — Valtuttion of Timber, — Read Proceedings, Collector of Malabar, dated 
21s]t November, 1907, informing Association that basis on which the n^iet 
price will be calculated will be op consideration of the species iepid size of the 
trees, and the accessibility of the land from timber marked. If the upset 
price is not bid or no bid at all is made, the Forest Department Will remove 
such timber as it requires within three months aftef sede. As little time aS 
will suffice for valuation of timber, and adequate publication of sale, will 
elapsU between reoeip': of application tor land and sale of the timber thereon. 

1819a— ‘TAe Madras Measure. — Read letter ftom Collector of Malabar. The 
meakurjs does not seem a useful lize for Imsipess in Wynaad- The 
Iionprafji^ Siterdtafy was instructed to address tbs Collector. 
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1820 — Ldboivr Laiv, Act L of 1903. — Read letters from Honorary Secretary 
to Chief Secretary, Government, Fort St. George, to the Secretary, tJ.P.A.S.I., to 
Hon’ble Mr Hodgson and to Mr. Brock, Honorary Secretary, Nilgiris Associa- 
tion, also replies from Messrs. Hodgson and Brock? The Honorary Secretary 
WPS instructed to write Mr. Hodgson. 

1321 — Non-Service of Warrants, — Read report on Mr. Hughes* oas^ in the 
Coimbatore District. The Honorary Secreta»-v will cjuimuo'car.e wi^h Mr. 
Hughes. Mr. Malcolm brought to notice tuat notwithstanding service of 
warrants in Mysore, warrants for breach of contract are non -serviceable in 
Cochin Territory. Honorary Secretary instructed to make enquiries into the 
matter. 

1322 — N^w ^^emhers — Following members were proposed, and will be 
balloted for at next meeting. Mr. H. A. Beachcroft, proposed by H. Wadding- 
ton, and seconded by 0. E. Abbott. Mr. G. H. Welchman, proposed by H. 
Waddingbon, and seconded by Mr. D. Mackenzie. Mr. S. Robinson, proposed by 
B. Malcolm, and seconded by H. Waddingbon. 

— The Honoiary Secretary was instructed to address the 
U. P A. S. 1., with reference to two cases, whore extradition from Ceylon had 
been » efused, and to point out warrants issued for arrest of bolters from 
Ceylon are executed in India. 

1324 — Office. — The Honorary Sscrotary was instructed to addre«»8 

Director-General of Telegraph Department, with roference to proposed closing 
of the Devala Telegraph Officer, and to ask that it be transferred to Puiidalur 
or Cheranibacli. 

1325 — Papers on five Table. P. A. S. 1. Circls. Nos. 64 to 67. 

I. T. A. Circls. 18 to 20. 

I. T. A Year Book 1908. 

Year Book. P. A. Ceylon, 1906. 

A vote of thanks to the Chair terminated the proceeding.?. 

(Signed) C. E. Abbott. 

Chairman. 

( „ ) H. W ADDINGTON, 

Honorary Secretary. 

Abyssinian Coffee- — Will members, who had seed of this for experiment, 
report to the Honorary Secretary, as Government wish to learn if it has been 
successful ? 

“ Lagos silk rubber ’ {Fnnfumia Elaatica) trees in the Budonga forest in 
Uganda are tapped every three months on difterent sides of the trunk. The 
average yield of latex at each tapping is about I quart per tree, with an annual 
average yield of about 1 lb. of pure rubber. A considerable quantity of 
Funtumia has been planted in the West Indies in the last two or thrfee years. 
Rubber from this trees has realised almost as high prices as have been obtained 
for the best Pard rubber. 

Faranieria glandulifera, a climbing plant, is distributed through southern 
Burma, Indo-China, and tlie Malay Peninsula, and has long produced a yield 
of good rubber, which is exploited by native collectors. Samples of the latex 
and rubber of this plant have been forwarded to the Imperial Institute from 
Burma and the Andaman Islamls, and the dry rubber was found to contain 
91*8 and 91*6 per Cent., respectively, of caoutchouc. In each case the per- 
centages of resin and proteida are low, and the rubber is free from vegetable 
impunities. 

The most notable feature of some analyses of soils and subsoils' from oaeao, 
cinchona, and tea plantations in' Java is the high percentage of ferfiUsing con- 
stituents in the (good) tea soil— 9*56 per cent, of nitrogen, 0*16 per cent, of 
phosphoric acid, 0 24 per cent, of potash, and 0*63 per cent, of lime. 
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INDIAN TEA ASSOCIATION, Calcutta. 

The following are extracts from an abstract of the proceedings of a meeting 
of the general coiiiinittee, heUi at Calcutta on the 10th December, 1907. 

Corresjjovdence with the Indian Tea Anaociationy (London). — Letters of 15th 
and 22nd November from the Secretary, Indian Tea Association, London, 
liaving been previously circulated, were brought up for final consideration 
and disposal. The principal subjects dealt with in tliese letters were as 
follows : — 

(а) Franco- liritiah Exhibition . — In his letter of the 1 5th November, Sir 

Janies Buckingham wrote that he had had a call from Mr. Rose, of 
the India Office, who had informed him that it had been definitely 
decided to have an Indian section at this Exhibition, entirely under 
the wing of Government, Mr. Rose acting as Secretary. The arrange- 
ment is that India will erect its own court, and the sum of .^15,&)0 
has been allotted, Sir James understands, to the section. A space of 
20 0(X) square' feet has been applied for at a rate of 2». per S([uare 
foot. The Government of India liave been communicated with and 
also the various Indian Chambers of Commerce in India, giving the 
rules. Ax., for exhibits ; the latter have been invited to co-operate. 
The Indian Committee has been reorganised, with Sir William Lee 
Warner as Chairman. 

(б) Direct Shipments of Teas to Liverpool from Calcutta. — Sir James 

Buckingham mentions in his letter of the 22nd November, that direct 
shipments of tea from Calcutta to Liverpool appear to be greatly 
on the increase, the chief factor being the Prohibitory Railway Rate 
of 31s. 6d. per ton from London to Liverpool. 

Assistant Scf'enti/ic Officer. — Dr. Hope, the new Assistant Scientific Officer, 
is expected to arrive in Calcutta on the 22nd or 23rd of December, and arrange- 
ments are being made for his having a meeting with the General Committee 
before he proceeds to Assam. Mr. Hutchinson has been asked to come to 
Calcutta at the same time. 

Mosquito lilight in the Dooars. — In consequence of further correspondence 
on this matter, the General Committee decided in view of the importance of 
the blight to ask Mr Antram, the .Association’s Entomologist, to visit again 
the gardens which were so badly affected this season and spend, say, 2 months 
in investigating thoroughly the habits and life history of the mos([uito Mr. 
Hutchinson has been requested to suggest to Mr. Antram any points that 
may occur to him requiring special study, and the Chairman of the Dooars 
Planters’ Association has been informed of the action taken, with the recpiest 
that he should advise as to what gardens Mr. Antram should first visit. 

Presentation to Dr. Mann — Before Dr. Mann left for Home on furlough in 
June last, he was presented by the General Committee with an illuminated 
address in a silver casket, .subscriptions towards the testimonial having been 
received from all the different districts as well as from Calcutta. A consider- 
able balance — amounting to Rs.l.fiOO — remained over after defraying the cost 
of the address and casket, and it was arranged at the time that >vith this a 
piece of plate should be procured for presentation to Dr. Mann ; the matter 
was, however, delayed as Dr. Mann was expected to bo in Calcutta towards 
the end of the year. He is now expected here about the 26th of December, 
and it was agreed that he should be asked to indicate what kind of plate he 
would prefer. 


Assam Branch, 

Extracts from Minutes of the 18th Annual General Meeting, held at the 
Dibrugarh District Club, on the 12th November, 1907 ; Mr. William Skinner in 
the Chair. 

The Legislative Couiiolls. 

Extract from thk Chairman’s Speech. 

Now as to the proposed enlargement of the Councils, you are aware that it 
is proposed to add considerably to the number of non-official members on 
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both the Imperial and Provincial Councils, and also to create Advisory Coun- 
cils, so we ou^ht, I think, to take advantage of the opportunity to press our 
claims to a further representation. You will recollect that at the time of the 
formation of the Council for this Province the reason given for the refusal to 
accede to our petition for at least one permanent representative, was that the 
number of nori-oflUcial members could not be increased, and this object can 
now no longer <jxist. 

The Tea Industry has besides especial claims to consideration. Not only is 
it, perhaps, the greatest Industry in India, which is wholly carried on in the 
country, but its entire capital is irrevocably invested in this country. 

Further the Industry is a very great land-holder. But for Tea the bulk of 
Assam and the Dooars would still probably be an unreclaimed wilderness, and 
even now the prosperity of a great part of Kastern Bengal and Assam is 
greatly dependent on it. 

We may now therefore fairly ask to be granted two l epresentntive.s on the 
Provincial Legislative Council, and also some share of representation on the 
Imperial (Joimcils. 

Representation In Council. 

Considering the large landed interest, and the capital sunk in the. industry, 
and the fact that its p.^oduce represents nearly 50% of the total export trade 
of the Province, we have the strongest claims to ])ennanent representation on 
the Provincial « 'onncil. 

At present wc have to share representation with jute, which, though respon- 
sible for 40% of the total export trade, has not the same stake in the country, 
jute being an annual crop, and demanding little or no capital. Yet, hitherto, 
these two industries, representing 89% of the total export trade, have had to 
share a seat, while Municipalities, Local Boanls, and nominated members, re- 
presenting smaller interests, secure larger representation. 

With the enlarged Councils and Advisory Councils we shouhl press for 
adequate representation for our industry, and Government can hardly deny 
our claim to a permanent seat on the Provincial Council, an<l if possildy on the 
Advisory Council. 

A discussion then arose, and a comparison was drawn between the import- 
ance of the Tea Industry as an Investor of Capita), and a landholder with that 
of jute ; and the Meeting were clearly of opinion that to date the great interests 
of this Industry had not been adequately represented, and it was decided 
to respectfully make a strong protest to Government, and ask for at least two 
l^errnaiient members on the Local Legislative Council, and adequate represen- 
tation on the Imperial Legislative ami Advisory Councils, in replying to the 
Local Government's letter No. 11537C of 10th October, 1907, to the address of 
the Secretary of the Association. 

Solentiflo Offloer. 

The Chairman continued : — 

1 regret the absence of Mr. Hutchinson, who would I hoped, have given us 
some useful information, but wc are fortunate in the presence of Mr. An tram, 
the Entomologist, who was kindly promised to give us a resume of his investi- 
gations regarding the mosquito ana other pests in their attacks on Tea, and 
his remarks will, I know, be listened to with great intercut, 

Mr. C. B. Antram, the Entomoloiist to the Indian Tea Association then 
rose, and gave the following short summary of the work done in his Depart- 
ment, during th * year 1907 

Mr. Ci^AI^MAN AND GeNT^BMEN, 

Investigations were early in the season relative to the Sandwich 
caterpillar and '^Looper,'* catei*pillar pests in Caohar,and in the Jorehat district. 
Before methods of dealing with these two insects can be published fuvt\ier 
data will have to be obtained. 

With regard to the Bark-eating Borer catei^pillars of tea (serious pests in 
'Cachar and 8ylhet)» investigations have been brought to a head, and a pamphlet 
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dealing with four different species, with 9 plates illustrating them, is now in 
the hands of the printers, and will be published immediately, to be in time for 
use during the coming pruning season. « Work on this subject was commenced 
early in 1906, and completes a&3ut June of this year. The remedies recom- 
mended for dealing with these ** Borers ” are quite simple and effective — the 
insects can be eradicated from any garden in a short time. 

Some considerable time has been spent in investigating white ants of two 
kinds, the mound-forming species, and the one attacking individual tea Imshes 
living in small separate colonies. Experiments with Sisal waste, Lime and 
Sulphur, etc., have been carried out at Allymiggar in Sylhet, but it is too early 
yet to say of what benefit these experiments w’ill bo. Nests of the mound- 
forming termites can be destroyed by the patent “ Ant exterminator,” which 
can be got from South Africa for including freight. This machine pumps 
fumes (generated from Sulphur and Arsenic) through the galleries,* and has 
been found most effective in killing the ants that persistently come up through 
the floors and out of the walls of buildings. Unfortunately the machine is of 
no use against the white ants attacking individual tea bushes, as it is imi>ossible 
to pass the fumes through the system of galleries. 

In July last when reports began to come in from various districts of serious 
attacks by “ Mosquito ” further work on the subject was at once taken up, 
with a view to discovering some entirely new method of dealing with the pest. 

1 shall arrange to spend some considerable time on this subject during the next 
season, but in the meantime I am experimenting with a new method which 
promises to turn out a success in that it is quite as effective as Kerosine 
Emulsion (if not more so), and at the same time much cheaper of applica- 
tion, besides having other advantages over the usual method of spray- 
ing. I would like to ixnnt out that some seven years have been spent 
by Dr. Mann in elaborating the present methods, and until a new one 
is discovei’ed, spraying with Kerosine Emulsion- and collecting by hand 
had better be made use of, I am of opinion, however, that the manner 
in which spraying with Kerosine Emulsion is generally carried out, is 
not altogether effectual in destroying the mosquitoes. A large number of the 
insects are never reached by the insecticide, as on first spraying a bush, many 
of them either fall to the ground or retire into the heart of the bush. It is 
necessary, therefore, if full benefit is to be obtained by spraying, to not only 
spray to the top ami sides of the bushes, but to thoroughly saturate the stems 
and the “ Jabra” at the foot of them, the nozzle of the sprayer should also be 
placed inside the bush, the spray being directed upwards. 

At the present moment Mr. Manlik is endeavouring to ascertain at what 
strength Kerosine Emulsion and other insecticides will prevent the eggs of the 
mosquito when prayed upon from hatching out. 

As the ** Orange Beetle” is quite a .serious pest in certain quarters, and the 
life-history of the insect is entirely unknown, investigations na' e been started 
and will be carried through next season. 

In the Kanny Koory “ Insectarium” the life histories of many of the minor 
insect pests of t^a have been followed out, and duty filed. 

Reverting again to the matter of the mosquito blight, I found on many 
gardens that the egg capsules of the Mantis insects were being collected and 
destroyed, they having been mistaken for the cocoons of certain insects which 
are entirely injurious to tea. The Praying Mantis insects are entirely insecti- 
voraus and highly voracious 1 have watched them eat*ng the Tea mosquito. 
As the Tea mosquito has very few natural parasites of any note, it would be 
well worth while preserving the mantis, and to collect their egg capsules from 
grass and jungle land for. distribution over the tea area. The young of this> 
family of insects are wingless and would be unable to leave the tea until they 
had reached maturity. 

I shall be happy to circulate to the \wious branches of the Indian Tea 
Association, boxes containing examples of this parasite and egg capsules, if I 
nwy do so. 
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Light Railways. 

Mr. E. D, Davidson read the following menjoranduiu : — 

Mr. Chairman and Grntlkmhn, 

I ask your permission to say a few words on ii subject which I feel sure is 
of deep interest to the whole community, and one in which I firmly believe the 
welfare and expansion of the industries of tlie whole Province are largely 
dependent. The subject to which I allude is that of Light R-iilmads. In a 
note by Mr. F. J. E. Spring, then Consulting Engineer to ilie Government of 
India for Railways, Assam, written as far back as July, 1806, he reiiiarks: — “ I 

have also taken the opportunity more than once of expressing ray 

opinion the Province would be wise to inaugurate a definite Ught Rail- 
way Policy. “ He then goes on to discuss the probable cost of each Railway, 
and after comparison of figures then in his possession, comes to the conclusion 
that R8.20,000 a mile is a safe figure to estimate, and goes on to say : “ I 
undertake to say tliat under favourable circumstance-*, and with a well-thought- 
out programme of speedy and economical construction, and with good avninge- 
meiits for continuity of expenditure, and of English supplies, Assam may 
provide herself with an admirable network of thornghly sound, businesslike, 
2 feet 6 incheK gauge lines, on her existing roads, at from 18 to 20 thousand 
rupees per mile. ’* 

He then comes to the very important subject of the provision of funds for 
the construction of such lines and suggests a loan from the Imperial Govern- 
ment of Rs 20 lakhs, on the security of a 8% guarantee from the Provincial 
Governmeiit, which would provide funds for the construction of 100 miles of 
2 feet 6 inches railway on existing roads. There is much more of interest in 
Mr Spring's note, which 1 recommend to the attention of all interested in the 
subject. 

Mr. Spring’s successor, writting in June of this year on the same subject, 
says : — The remarks then made are as true to-day as they were 11 years ago. 
The only astonishing thing about it is that little or nothing has been done ! 
It is astonishing that the development of the country has not been pushed 
forward by the construction of light milways, especially when Government 
can obtain ample proof of the financial success of several of their light rail- 
ways with no risk, but certain profit to itself. ’* 

The quotations I have read to you, gentlemen, are, I consider, worthy of 
your serious consideration. It is, however, perfectly certain that unless our 
wishes in this connection are made known, and pushed forward, Government 
will not move in the matter ; our silence probably leads to the idea that we 
are satisfied with the existing means of comm mication. It may, 1 think, be 
taken for granted that those interested in tea have not the capital them- 
selves, or the influence to command it, for such undertakings; but with a 
Government guarantee, assured outside capital would be attracted, or failing 
that the Imperial Government loan should be urgently pressed for. I now 
beg leave to propose the following resolution ; — 

** That this Association in conjtuiction, (if approved of), with the London 
and Calcutta Tea Associations, and the Surma Valley Branch, lay before the 
Provincial Government a strong and forcible statement regarding the back- 
wardness of the communication away from the existing railways in the Pro- 
vince, and urging the necessity for an early and careful consideration of the 
question, and the inauguration of a definite policy which will meet the urgent 
requirements of the Brahmaputra and Surma Valleys.’* 

The meeting being unanimously of opinion that the question raised was one 
of the first importance, the resolution was unanimously carried. 

Rapnasantatlon In OotinolL 

Tile following are extract-* from a letter, dated * 9tli October 1907, a^ddressed 
by its Chairman to all Members of the Assam Branch of the I. T. A : — 

Under a resolution of the Government of India published in the Local Govern- 
ment Gazette of the 1 1th September, 1907, referring to the proposed enlarge- 



a24 THE PLANTERS’ CB^ROmCJjE. 

ment of Legislative Councils, it would seem to be an opportune time to again 
approach (Toveriimeiit to secure prenianeiit representation of the Tea Industry 
on the Council. 

Under the present rule tlie Tea ladasjry is represented for 1 year, after 
whii'h the jute induscry succeeds for 1 year, then tea for *2 years, folluiyed by 
jute for 1 year, but imder the new resolution the Government of India state. 

That the Legislative Councils in India should now be enlarged to the fullest 
extent compatible with the necessary authority of Government. The Viceroy 
desires, moreover, that these bodies should be so constituted in respect of 
non-official members as to give due and ample representation t) the different 
classes and interests of the community.’* 

In the res dution touching on the elective principle stress is laid on the dis- 
proportion between the classes cle**ted as representatives ; namely, that since 
the elective system was introduced ini 18h8, 36% of the seats have been *held 
by lawyers and only 22% by land owners, and suggests as a counterpoise to 
this disproportion by making the additional electorate recruited from the 
landed and luunicd classes. 

Taking into consideration that the tea industiy in tlie new Province re- 
presents the largest landed interests, the holding amounting to 475,047 acrcs^ 
representing a capital of upwards of il2,00p,000, while it is responsible for 4974 
of the total export trade of the Province, amounting in value to 155*79 lakhs; 
there seems to be au irresistible claim to permanent representation on the 
Provincial Council which the Government was unable to satisfy before with 
the many other bodies clai tiling some representation, but which under the late 
resolution can be and should be remedied. 

Ceylon Import Duty on Tea, 

As you are aware, a letter signed by every District Tea Association in India, 
with reference to this protective duty, has been forwarded to the Indian Tea 
Association, Calcutta, who have sent it on with a covering letter to the 
Government of India, requesting that the matter may be referred by it to the 
Secretary of StaU?, 

The Ceylon I nd pendent, in commenting on the letter, says : — “ It is a 
forcible document. It is impossible not to concede that the signatories make 
out a very strong case for favourable consideration. We do not think there 
is anything like the same opposition to the abolition of the duty as existed a 
dozen years ago. Circumstances have changed, the Colombo market has 
grown in importance and value, there is scope for a stilt larger volume of 
business. The time has come when the matter might well be reconsidered, 
and a barrier to complete harmony with India removed.** 

SolentiHo OfllMr. 

In May last Dr. Mann, who has occupied the position of Scientific Officer 
during the past seven years, with credit to himself and to the great advan^ge 
of the Tea Industry, tendered his resignation on his appointment by trie 
Secretary of State as Principal of the Poopa Agricultural Cdllege. 

His work during tliat period has embraced many subjects, and to each he 
has brought to bear ^ound, practical and scientific work of a high order, marhe^ 
by a thoroughness of detail which has been of great usefulness to our know* 
ledge of the tea plant and chemistry of inani^apture. 

We would, while thanking him for his great services to the industry, offer 
him our heartiest congratulations on his new appointment, in which we wish 
him every success. 

At the same time we cordially welcome his sucessor, Mr. C. M. Hutchinson, 
as being in every sense fullv qualified to carry on the Work, and can Msure 
hhn of tullest measure of our support and assistance. 
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PLANTERS’ ASSOCIATION OF MALAYA. 

Mkbting in KuAla Lumpuk. 

After the proceedings in connection with the winding up of the United 
i-^laiiters* Association at the Masonic Hall, on Sunday morning, December Ist, 
were concluded^ a meeting of the newly-formed Planters' Vssociatioii of 
Malaya was held. 

ff Mr.ARaisON was vote<l to the chair ; and he proposed that the Planters 
A ssocintion of Malaya be now constituted. 

Mr. 0. E. S. Baxkni>alk seconded ; and the resolution was agreed to unani> 
inously. 

The meeting then procee<led to discuss the rules seriatim. 

On the election of a permanent Chairman and Secretary being reached, the 
result was declared. 

, Mk. Harrison, ChairftMn, 

Mr. H. (/. V.. Zacharias, Secretary, 

Mr. Hahuison thanked the meeting most sincerely for electing him to 
occupy the hrst chair of the Planters* Association of Malaya, and said he 
should have great pleasure in acting, till the general meeting in April. To be 
the first chairman of what he hoped would be the most powerful planting 
body in existence was an lionour he had not expected, and he felt confident 
that they might have appointed others who would have filled the post l)etter 
than he could. He should, however, do all in liis j3ow(‘r to further the 
interests of planting in Malaya. When the meeting came in April he did not 
propose to stand ajain, and, for this short time he hoped to meet with their 
approval. He further said that he entered on his duties with the greater 
confidence because Mr. Zacharias w'as Secretary. Mr. Zacharias* ability 
would greatly relieve him of his important responsibilities. In conchi.sion he 
said they must now go into the question of finance to carry them on until 
April, and he proi>osed that the salary of the Secretary should remain the 
same as when he was under the Uiuted Planters' Association, at all events till 
.\pril . 

Financial Consiwkrations. 

Mr. Zacharias stated that printing and stationery came to $1,000, the 
Secretary’s salary $2,400, incidental expenses $000. Allowing $1,000 more for 
-any unforeseen or extraordinary expenditure, the total amounted to $5,000. 
This should be ample, not only to pay all expenses but also to create a Reserve 
Fund. The expenses till April would be roughly $1,700. 

Upon the Chairman formally proposing, that the Secretary's salary .should 
be $200 a month. Mr. Duncan expressed the view that $200 was a good deal. 
The motion was, however, carried unanimously. 

The Chairman next said that, basing the amount of subscription at $fi5 each 
for 50 delegates would give them $1,750. 

After a short debate, the proposition that, till April, the subscription should 
be fixed at $85 was agreed to. 

LABOUR QUESTIONS. 

Thb Tamil Immigration Fund. 

The Secretary then re^ an extract ^fom the minutes of the last meeting of 
the Unitecl Planters’ Association in which it was suggested that the question 
of new rules under the Immigration Fund Bill . shoiiid be raised at the fti^st 
meeting of the Planters’ Association of Malaya. 

Mr. Gibson proposed a resolution to the efiect that the Planters' .Association 
of \j[alaya ask the Grovetnmeufc to hold their hand in legislation till the Asso- 
ciation has had an opportunity of discussing the matter fully. 
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After some further discussion, in the course of which Mr. ^^acFadyen asked 
the Secretary to point out to the Gcverninent tliat tiiis Association was the 
proper body to deal with the matter, and not the Iinmigratioii Coinniitteer 
the resolution was seconded by the Chairman, and unanimously agreed to. 

Sunday Namkb. — Effokts to Ukduck First Cost, 

The question of Sunday names being brought up for discussion, the Chair- 
man said that the matter of coolies’ pay was occupying the attention of Ceylon 
planters as well as of people in Malaya. In Ceylon it was proposed to increase 
the pay, and here it was proposed to reduce it. A cooly working here got his 
which was equal to about 4/l(Kl, ; in Ceylon a cooly only got about 
2/Hd. for every six days’ work. If they were to knock oft* Sunday names, and 
if, at the same time, the pay in Ceylon was raised, the cooly’s pay in Malaya 
would still be higher. 

Mr. Harvey said that according to the new rule free passages were going 
to he given, and therefore, other inducements would be snperHuous, 'The 
initial expenses of planting were greater than had been expected, and now 
there would be the necessity’ of opening two new' headings under expenditure, 
namely the poll-tax and hospitals. This was a serious matter with increasing 
rates and a falling market. If, however, Sunday names were taken off they 
would he where they w'ere before. They had no wdsh to rob the cooly, but he 
ought to w’ork for his Sunday name, if he wanted it. ile had spoken to his 
men on the subject, and they had told him that, taking into consideration the 
new’ hospitals and the free immigation, they did not want Sunday names. In 
conclusion he thought that their action should be unanimous, and that the 
matter should be embodied in the rules. 

Mr. Darby supported the motion, and said he had but little to add to Mr. 
Harvey’s speech. Expenditure must be kept dow'n, and a start must be made : 
but he was afraid there might be some ditticulty t)ver men already here, 
because they had no free passage. He thought copies of the resolution ought 
to go to other Associations, and the Government must be written to, for if the 
Government went on paying Sunday names, their action would be useless. He 
also thouglit that the hours of working should be increased, and the Govern- 
ment approached on this subject as well. 

Mr. Duncan agreed with the previDus speakers, but doubted the Associa- 
tion’s power to effect much. 

The Need fou Economy. 

Mr. Gibson, speaking in support of the motion, agreed with what Mr. Durby 
had said about the pressing need for reducing expenditure. Agriculture in 
the tropics was open to so many vicissitudes that they should lose no oppor- 
tunity of effecting economies. While wages were higher in Malaya than else- 
where, the opening up of new ground was more expensive than in Ceylon, 
w here, taking the rupee as about equal to the dollar, there was an advantage 
of nearly 25 per cent. If rubber tell much lower, the situation w’ould be 
.serious, for already the outcry at Home against expenditure was extreme. 
Mr. Gibson also held that Sunday names were not mentioned in the contracts. 

Mr. Baxkndale held that there was a difficulty in getting labour (personally 
he had niotex|>erienced 'it), and that that difficulty would not be made less by 
laying down a hard and fast rule, because conditions of work and expenditure- 
differetl so much in different places. 

Finally, Mr. Macfabybn proposed, and Mr. Lauder Watson seconded, that 
the matter be referred to the District Associations and the Government first, 
and that it should then come up before a meeting to be held in the middle 
of January. 

The resolution was carried without dissent. 

Date of Next Meeting. 

Several other places, including Penang and Ipoh, having been suggested, it 
was decided to hold the next meeting in Kuala Lnrnpur, at the Masonic Hall,, 
on Janua^ 19th. 
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TEA. 

Ceylon Tea on the Continent. 

In its iusue of 10th Decemher, 1907, the Timet* of Ceylon says: — 

Keccntly the rcfXM’ts as to the progress of Ceylori tea on the Continent of 
Europe have been on the pessimistic side, except as leirards Russia, based 
chiefly on the Ceylon export returns, which snow a cmisideraoio dojroa j. It 
is, therefore, particularly gratifying to hear that, in the opinion of one who 
knows the trade so M*ell as Mr. G. A. Marinitsch, of the well-known firm of 
fr. A. Marinitsch & Go., who has just returned fn)ni Europe, Ceylon tea, instead 
of declining, is rapidly going ahead. Mr. Marinits<;li arrived by the Austrian 
Tjloyd Gisela this morning, looking very well after his long residence in 
A'ienna. 

‘‘ Ceyh)n tea *’ he said, ‘‘ is making great progress in Austria and all over the 
Continent. There is not the least <touht about that. Wo have been handi- 
oai^ped by the recent extraordinary rise in prices, which came so suddenly that 
the trade was not prepared for it. Taking the priec.s of 190H, you will see that 
there ha.s beaii a rise of fifty per cent, in a very short space of time, and this 
made people look round for markets, where Ceylon tea could be bought 
cheapest. They found one in fiondon, where there are always such tremendous 
varieties of tea. That is tlie reason our direct exports to Austria are onc-third 
loss than those of the previous year. I want to make it clear that this does 
not mean that Ceylon has had a set-back, but that dealers went to London, 
whore, as you know, they can fre<{uently get tea cheaper than in Colombo.'* 

Progress iv Vienna. 

“ You think that account.^ for the increased re-shipments from London?’’ 

Yes. At present th(‘re is not a single dealer in Vienna who does not sell 
Ceylon tea, and, what is more important still, who does not push it. The 
Utest accession is that of one of the largest Russian firms in the tea trade in 
Vienna and one of the oldest — Wasali Perloft’. This firm has for j^ears sniffed 
at Ceylon tea, trying its best to keep it out, but this year it has put an 
enormous board up containing the word.s “ Ceylon tea is sold here ’’ in big 
black letters on a white ground. This is a clear proof that Ceylon tea 
is asked for, and that they have been forced to stock it. People now know 
the tea, and in a few years it will be able to fight its own way without any 
help ; but the assistance slumld not bo withdrawn too suddenly. Mr. Kenton 
has done grand work for Ceylon tea on the Continent. He has the advantage 
of being a linguist, and being able to speak to the dealers, and 1 have heard 
many people speak of the painstaking and pleasant way in which he interviews 
them. ’’ 

High Pricks Will not Stop Progress. 

“ You do not think permanent high prices will retard the [irogresi id Ceylon 
tea on the Continent ? " 

“ I do not. My view is that the high prices will improve the business rather 
than damage it. When prices were so very low they damaged the tea business 
because they gave people the impression that tea was an article of no value, 
when the trade were aole to buy it at four-pence a lb, in l^ondon. High prices, 
except in so far as, as I have explained, the .sudden char.ge afflicted business, 
do not lead to bad trade on the Continent. ’’ 

“ Do you hear anything about rubber I' ” 

“ Well some people eame to me and asked me whether I could supply theai 
with any. Seeing the name Ceylon so prominently displayed everywhere in 
my place, merchants and brokers asked me whether I could sell them Ceylon 
rubber, which shows that it is becoming known. ” 
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OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Coorg. 

The following extracts are taken from the report on the administration of 
(yOorj5, 1906-07 - 

Cardamoms 

Tlic area cultivated with cardamoilis, nV., 1,507 acres, is made up of (a) jama 
maMs (ilH2 acres), (b) leased ma)^8(551 acres), (c) coffee assessed males (574 
acres) ; the aggrejrate holdings under these heads being respectively 12/296 
acres, 26,815 acres and 9,26Jl acres. The increase under (a) is due to a resurVey 
recently completed. The figure under (b) is roughly calculated nt 15 acres of 
cultivation to every thousand leased. 

CofVM -Rubbei*. 

Area under Crops, — Tlie total area cropped during the year was 141^086 
acres against 140,190 acres in 1905*06. Including second crop cultivation 
the area under rice — 79,617 acres was 445 acres mdre than that of the pre- 
vious year. The percentage of cultivated area to gross holdings (96/281 acres) 
was 82'69. Tlie total area of dry holdings was 20,661 acres, the extent 
actually cropped being 10,089 acres, against 8,8il8 acres in 1905-06. The 
increase is mainly due to ragi and other crops having been sown . on l)an6s 
formerly covered with laiitana which were cleared during the year. The 
extent actually cultivated witli coffee fell from 48,215 to 46,898 acres: this is 
due to the gradual aViaudouraent of old estates and worthless cultivation. The 
total extent held under the coffee tenure was- 98,907 acres, which includes (a) 
9,268 acres of coffee assessed cardamom mal^s, (b) 1,800 acres of orange gardens^ 
(c) 41,451 acres of abandoned coffee, or land granted for coffee and not 
opened up, and (d) 1,285 acres of immature coffee. It is hoped that the re* 
settlement will cause these anomalous classifications (a), (b) and (c) to dis- 
appear. There is tims a net area of 45,108 acres (»f coffee under bearitig, of 
which 40,598 acres are cultivated in the European, and 4,510 acres in the 
Native method. Rubber, cliiefly Ceara, although still in an experimcMital 
stage has been planted on 1,221 acres of abandoned coffee, a.id on a certain 
amount of other land which is not yet accurately ascertainable. Reductions of 
assessment amounting to Rs.l ,091 were sanctioned in respect of 1^188 acres 
of- coffee land during the year : this consisted entirely of \nd oji whicli the 
cultivation of coffee has been completely abandoned. 

Rates df Rent amt Produce , — 'Fhe rice and ragi crops were rather above 
normal, V while the coffee crops was excessively bad. The local price of coffee 
was poor, but in the western markets a very marked improvement was ex- 
})crienced. The estimated coffee turnout was 1 ,668 tons against 4,100 tons 
in the previous year. 

Although statistics show that the area actually under coffee has decreased, 
they also show a much large? ( 1,285 acres against 558 acres) area of imtuaturc 
coffee, which points to considerable planting. It may safely be assumed that 
the value of the *ncw- cultivation is proportionately much" greater than the 
value of that which has been given up : coffee cultivated in the wrong locality 
and under unsuitable circumstances is being steadily eliminated, but that w'hicl) 
takes its place has a wealth of e^erienqe behind it, and is likely to hold its 
own if it has been planted on suitable land. 

The i*eveiiue reali/.ed from cardamoms was Rs.l 1,747, against Rs.l 1^856. 

OmungM -Peppttn. 

The area shown under orchards and garden produce consists of 281 acres of 
arecanut and cocoanut, and 4 116 acresr orange groves. The latter figure, 
which includes the 1,800 acres referred to in paragraph 108 supray is 565 acres 
more thnn that of the previous ye^r. The cultivation of pepper is gradually 
replacing coffee in abandoned areas, and has npt yet been ^parately as^essecl : 
this will oe done at the resettlement. * 
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